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By Anne Lilburn

Last week, an unusual procession made its
way through Portland and East Hampton. Five
airline beverage carts, with an RV behind them,
made their way through the towns. Leading the
march from behind one of the carts himself was
retired United Airlines flight attendant Paul
Veneto.

The mini-parade through East Hampton,
Portland, and over the Arrigoni Bridge into
Middletown, was part of “Paulie’s Push” a walk
designed to honor the lives lost nearly 25 years
ago on Sept. 11, 2001.

Massachusetts-based Veneto began Paulie’s
Push in 2021 to mark the 20th anniversary of
the 9/11 attacks, pushing a beverage cart from
Boston’s Logan Airport to Ground Zero in
Manhattan, commemorating the path of United
Airlines Flight 175. The following year, in 2022,
he pushed a beverage cart from the Washington
D.C. area’s Dulles Airport to the Pentagon. In
2023, he followed the path of United 93, push-
ing from Newark to Shanksville, Pa., and in
2024, he pushed from Boston’s 9/11 Contempla-
tive Garden to Ground Zero to honor American
Flight 11.

This year, his fifth, he returned to the Rivereast
area for the third time as he pushed from Bos-
ton, beginning on Aug. 15, with a plan to arrive
at Ground Zero in New York City on Sept. 11.
This year, he said, was “Everyone’s Push,” with
five carts making the journey — one honoring
each lost flight and the fifth marked with all four
flight numbers. Anyone who wanted to, he said,
was getting a chance to push one of the carts
with him, and in Portland and East Hampton,
community members, from high school stu-
dents to senior citizens, and firefighters to state
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Last Friday, Aug. 28, Portland Fire Chief Rob Puida and his family, Portland resi-
dent and Ground Zero site bricklayer Leslie Houghton, state Rep. Christie Carpino
(R-32), and Portland First Selectman Mike Pelton pushed beverage carts alongside
retired United Airlines flight attendant Paul Veneto as part of “Paulie’s Push” to com-
memorate the 25th anniversary of the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001.

lawmakers, came out to join in and push along-
side him.

As a Boston-based flight attendant who pre-
ferred the “transcon” flights that took him back
and forth to Los Angeles and San Francisco,
Veneto often worked Flight 175 and knew the
crew. He said he began his career as a flight
attendant with a charter airline in 1981 and
started with United in 1997. It was a job that he

loved, he said, and he got to see the world and
have fun doing it.

“I went to work and I couldnt wait to get
work because I loved my job,” he said. “I liked
the people I worked with, I loved the passen-
gers.

Once 9/11 happened, everything changed.

“For me it just took the enjoyment out of the
whole job, out of the industry;” he said, noting

Hebron Harvest Fair Returns Next Week

By Toriana Williams

For four days each September, a quiet field
in Hebron turns into a smorgasbord of lights,
music, food, rides, animals and people. It's been
described that the transformation is almost as
exciting as the fair itself.

The 55th annual Hebron Harvest Fair will re-
turn Sept. 10 through 13, bringing one of the
town’s biggest traditions back to life. For Fair
Superintendent Mike Koyzra, who is serving in
this position for the first time after more than
30 years with the Hebron Lions Club, the fair is
about the people, the volunteers and giving back
to the community.

Kozrya said the fair has been an important
part of Hebron for more than five decades.

“For 55 years, it's been bringing the commu-
nity together,” he said. And this year, there will
be plenty to entice the community to gather.
The fair will feature what Koyzra said is the
largest midway of any fair in Connecticut, with
more rides than other fairs in the state.

Visitors will have a chance to watch the Fly-
ing Cortes, DockDogs, Rosaire’s Royal Racing

Pigs and Puppy Pals. Music will fill the fair-
grounds each day as well, with Nashville Drive
performing Thursday night, Raise Your Hands
on Friday, Backstage Pass on Saturday and Bet-
ter Than Ezra headlining Sunday. There will also
be a community stage with different performers
throughout the weekend.

For thrill-seekers, Flying Cortes promises
plenty of excitement. “One of the performers
gets shot out of a cannon,” said Koyzra.

This year will also bring a new act to the fair.
Puppy Pals will take the place of last year’s sea li-
ons, who were originally scheduled to perform.
Koyzra said the sea lions were unharmed after
their truck was involved in an accident in early
August, but the truck suffered enough damage
that the act could not make it to the fair.

The fair’s organizers then found Puppy Pals,
a group of performing dogs that will show off
tricks and other skills. There will also be a big
Ferris wheel this year, shared Koyzra.

Koyzra said the fair alternates between having
aroller coaster and a large Ferris wheel, and this
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year it’s the Ferris wheel’s turn for some love.
The view from high above the fairgrounds will
offer a different look at the busy weekend below.
But visitors won’t have to worry about paying to
park before they even walk through the gates.

Parking will be completely free this year.

Koyzra said the decision was made partly be-
cause of the rising cost of living.

“Things happen in the economy and the infla-
tion intervals,” he said. “We’re like we kind of
got to do our part to help people out a little bit”

The fair will also offer a Thursday night ad-
mission discount, with admission at $5. People
who buy tickets online in advance can also
save money. Online admission for the rest of
the weekend is $18.95, compared to $20 at
the gate. Tickets can be purchased at tinyurl.
com/3jhej2nw.

Koyzra said the free parking is another way to
make the fair a little easier on families.

“We will be one of the only major fairs in
Connecticut that don't charge for parking,” he

See Hebron Harvest Fair, page 30

Paulie’s Push MakesIts ay Through Area

that it was hard to enjoy it when he couldn’t
fully trust passengers.

He said the lost crew that he knew also never
left his mind after that day.

“I had a picture [of them] on my flight bag,
he said. “Five days after 9/11 I had it made, and
I attached it to my flight bag and for ten years I
flew around with that picture, of the crew that I
knew. That was my way of making sure we never
forget”

Veneto flew for a decade after 9/11, eventually
retiring around 2013, he said, but he still kept
remembering that day, even as the years went
on. He said that when he started his first push,
in 2021, he wanted to make sure people remem-
bered that crew, as he called them the “first first
responders” that day.

“When the buildings came down that morn-
ing, I saw that like the rest of the world,” he said.
“The first thought was like, oh my God, people
are gonna forget what happened in the begin-
ning of this. Why wouldn’t they, watching that
scene?”

“I was shocked like everyone else,” he said,
“but I kept thinking, people are going to not talk
about what happened on those airplanes, and
what happened up there was pretty bad”

That first year’s push, from Boston to New
York, was going to be it, he said. He said he
achieved his goal of getting national, and even
international, media attention, and he heard
from crew members’ families, including the sis-
ter of one of the Flight 77 pilots, who told him
her brother “would’ve loved to fly with me and I
would’ve love to fly with him,” Veneto said.

He decided to continue with future pushes

See Paulie’s Push, page 26
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Benefit Concert for CVC

There will be a benefit concert for the Com-
munity Voice Channel - the public access
channel for Andover, Hebron and Marlbor-
ough - coming up in Ellington in September.

Rock This Town will host a benefit show for
Community Voice Channel (CVC) entitled
“Rock This Town presents A CVC Benefit
Show” on Sunday, Sept. 13, from 11 a.m.-7
p.m., at Market Park, 72 Maple St., Ellington.

This immersive music event will bring to-
gether top artists, emerging talents, engaging
activities, food trucks, vendors, and music en-
thusiasts to celebrate the future of CVC.

Tickets are $10 for ages 16 and over, $5 for
ages 5-15, and free for ages 4 and under.

For tickets and more information visit ti-
nyurl.com/cvcbenefit.

ConnValley
. School of Music & Dance

s SCHOOL

FALL REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN!
GO TO CONNVALLEY.NET OR

BRASSWINDS - DANCE - FLUTE - GUITAR/BASS -PERCUSSION
PIANO - PRODUCTION - STRINGS - VOICE - WOODWINDS
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Fundraiser to Support
Community Voice Channel

By Toriana Williams

Music, food, games and community spirit
will come together next weekend for a special
fundraiser to benefit what, for many, is a vital
community resource.

A “Rock This Town” benefit concert to sup-
port the Community Voice Channel (CVC) will
take place Sunday, Sept. 13, from 11 a.m. to 7
p.m., at Market Park, located at 72 Maple St. in
Ellington.

The event will feature a full day filled with live
music, with 10 bands taking to the stage. There
will also be food trucks, local vendors, activities
for children, face-painting and raffles. Tickets
are $10 for adults, $5 for children and free for
children four and under. Tickets can be pur-
chased at tinyurl.com/56h6{9y4.

The concert isn't a day of music just for the
sake of it; it’s intended as a fundraiser for the
CVC, a local public access TV station that has
served the area since 1991.

Melanie Merkel, the outreach training man-
ager at CVC, said the station gives local people a
chance to learn about TV and media.

“It’s all for free in return for a show or a pro-
gram,” said Merkel.

People who live or teach in the seven towns
served by the CVC can learn how to film, work
in a studio and edit videos. The station also
helps people create local programs.

The seven towns include Andover, Bolton,
Hebron, Ellington, Marlborough, Tolland and
Vernon. CVC has education, government and
public access channels, and its work includes
local meetings, school and library programs,
community events and music shows.

“It's almost like PBS, but on a local level,” she
said.

For CVC volunteer Bernie Palka, music has
been a big part of his life for many years. Palka, a
musician, became involved with the station after
meeting Merkel at a trade show. He took a CVC
course and began working on a show afterward.
He has now been involved with the station for
years and has worked with more than 30 bands.

Palka’s music show is called “Rock This
Town,” and he’s also helping with the benefit
concert. Several bands that have worked with
him throughout the years have offered to per-
form at the fundraiser for free.

“They volunteered their time to do this show;’
said Palka. “It’s amazing”

Palka said the event is also a chance to help
young people discover music and television. He
shared that he hopes young people will see the
bands, learn about performing and maybe be-
come interested in making their own shows as
a result.

“It’s about music and the musicians for me;
said Palka.

The concert will include more than one kind
of music genre. Palka said people shouldn’t ex-
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pect only loud rock music; there will be classic
rock, country, new country and several other
styles performing.

“I don’t want people to come and think it’s
going to be some kind of heavy metal rock con-
cert. It’s not that - it’s a family thing,” said Palka.

And don’'t worry - families will have plenty to
do between the performances. One particularly
exciting attraction will be a monster obstacle
course for children. Merkel described the course
to be about 40 feet long and will be free for kids
to use. Students from the Ellington Art Depart-
ment will also volunteer their time to help.

“They’re going to do free face-painting,” said
Merkel.

The event will also have local food trucks and
vendors for visitors to peruse. Guests are en-
couraged to bring lawn chairs or blankets to sit
on, and the concert is alcohol-free, making it a
family-friendly place to spend the day.

Attendees will also be able to come and go
during the concert. A wristband will allow
guests to leave and return during the event.

The fundraiser comes at a pivotal time for
the CVC. The station is funded in part by cable
customers in the seven towns it serves. As more
people stop using cable and switch to internet-
only service, the station loses some of that inte-
gral funding.

Merkel explained the situation: “We're losing
a lot. It seems like everybody is dropping cable”

Merkel said CVC wants to keep its services
available for local residents. The station has a
4K studio and modern equipment that people
in the community can use for free, and the sta-
tion also wants to make sure future generations
can participate as well.

“We want to keep this going. We want to be
able to keep this around for future generations,”
said Merkel.

Merkel shared that she believes the station,
and what it offers, helps people use their right
to speak and share ideas. “It’s your freedom of
speech,” she said.

Palka shares that goal as well. He said he is
thankful for the musicians, volunteers, camera
crews and plenty others who are donating their
time to make the concert happen.

“I'm honored to have all these people and all
these bands do this,” said Palka.

Mick Niewinski is also helping Palka with the
event. The two musicians have played together
for about 34 years. Niewinski will help with
sound and will perform with two bands.

The concert is the first event of its kind for
the CVC. Organizers hope the community will
come out and support the station.

“I just want people to show up,” summarized
Palka.

“It’s going to be a fun day;” promised Merkel.

See More Regional News, page 31
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From the Editor’s Desk

Observations & Ruminations

By Mike Thompson

If you haven’t voted yet — or even if you
have - today’s the day!

Marlborough is in the running to be named
Hallmarks Merriest Christmas Town of 2026.

Earlier this year, Hallmark launched a spe-
cial nationwide search to celebrate the com-
munities that bring the spirit of Christmas to
life. People were invited to nominate towns
they felt best captured the heart, wonder and
joy of the holiday season — and Marlborough
was one of the towns put forth!

Hallmark reviewed the submissions, and
selected Marlborough as one of the 25 fi-
nalists! Now, I don’t know how many towns
overall were nominated, but to be one of 25
finalists in a nationwide search is pretty cool.
Marlborough is the only Connecticut town in
the running.

If you want to help Marlborough make it,
you can head over to merriestchristmastown-
scontest.hallmarkchannel.com and cast your
vote! Voting wraps up today, Sept. 4. Now,
voting began last month, so you may have cast
a ballot already - but have no fear. You can
vote once per day if you want to.

After the community selection period con-
cludes, a panel of judges will evaluate all 25
finalist towns based on Community Spirit,
Holiday Traditions, Neighborhood Charm
and Goodwill. And then the winner will be
chosen!

Now, whoever wrote the submission for
Marlborough really nailed it. Here’s the de-
scription for Marlborough on the Hallmark
website:

“If you are looking for the absolute blue-
print of a classic, heartwarming New England
Christmas movie, look no further than Marl-

borough, Connecticut. Our small town em-
bodies the exact warmth, history, and com-
munity spirit that defines a Hallmark holiday.

A Marlborough Christmas feels like step-
ping back in time. The holiday season is an-
chored by the historic 1740s Marlborough
Tavern, where centuries of cozy hospitality
set the perfect winter backdrop. Down the
road, the festive Shops at Marlborough Barn
bustle with neighbors finding unique trea-
sures, while the rolling fields and rustic barns
at The Farm at Carter Hill capture the true es-
sence of countryside charm and small-town
connection.

Our landscapes and neighborhoods liter-
ally glow with festive pride. The serene, snow-
dusted shores of Lake Terramuggus reflect
the quiet beauty of a New England winter,
while the rest of the town bursts into a vibrant
celebration during the annual Magical Marl-
borough Christmas light contest. Neighbors
turn their homes into sparkling masterpiec-
es, bringing joy to anyone driving down our
winding back roads.

The pinnacle of our season is a grand, com-
munity-wide celebration that feels straight
out of a script. The town comes together for
an unforgettable evening featuring a spec-
tacular Lighted Fire Truck Parade, where lo-
cal volunteer firefighters deck out their rigs
in brilliant displays to escort Santa Claus into
the heart of town. The night culminates in a
breathtaking fireworks show, illuminating the
winter sky over cheering families bundled up
in scarves and mittens.

The magic extends just beyond our bor-
ders, too. Marlborough sits right next door to

Editor’s Desk continued on page 6
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Hops Does it Again!... The Hebron Hops of the 35 + Men’s Baseball league de-
feated the River Valley Outlaws at Pat Kidney Field in Middletown to capture their
state-record 12th straight championship! Local players Lee McPeck, Bill Eller, Zach
Cloft and Bill Ruggiero helped the Hops continue their dynasty run and keep the

trophy in Hebron.

Bulletin Board

“Yeah, yeah,” I said.

“Right,” I said.
“Well, it is”
“I could have gone to Harvard,” I said.

chael, well that could actually happen.

“Sure,” I said.

“Well, why didn’t you?”

“The four Ls,” I said.

“The four Ls? What are the four Ls?”

toward juvenile delinquency”
“That’s three Ls,” she remarked.
“I rest my case””

There was one of those feel-good stories on the TV news the other day about some kid
working in a fast-food burger joint who got accepted to go to Harvard this fall.
“Oh;” sighed my wife. “What a wonderful story”

“No,” she retorted. “It’s a really nice thing. It’s really hard to get into Harvard”

She got this expression on her face like the Archangel Michael was descending from the
heavens to give her two tickets to see her beloved Buftfalo Bills win a Super Bowl. Like that’s
ever going to happen. Buffalo winning the Super Bowl, I mean. A visit from Archangel Mi-

“You?” she managed to croak. “Gone to Harvard?”

“Lousy grades, Lack of interest in community service of any kind, Lazy, and an inclination

“I can’t believe you were that bad. You must have had some sort of ambition as a kid. I mean
all boys want to be something when they grow up, right? Fireman. Policeman. Cowboy.”

Reader Forum « Reader Forum « Reader Forum « Reader Forum « Reader Forum

Supports DeCaprio
Dear Friends and Neighbors:

It is my pleasure to offer my wholehearted
support for Mark DeCaprio to continue to serve
as our state representative for the 48th District.

Mark is a man of integrity, and service, and
strong leadership. As a Navy nuclear submarine
veteran, he understands the importance of com-
mitment, accountability, and putting others be-
fore himself. He has continued that same spirit
of service in the community by volunteering
at the Covenant Soup Kitchen in Willimantic,
starting in 2017 for seven years. He also served
in local government in Lebanon on the Board
of Selectmen, the Zoning Board of Appeals, and
the Board of Education.

Mark believes in protecting our constitution-
al freedoms, parental rights, local control, and
the rule of law. He understands the challenges
Connecticut families face every day, from the
rising cost of living to concerns about govern-
ment overreach. He is committed to making our
state more affordable while ensuring our com-
munities retain a strong voice in local decisions,
including planning, zoning, and housing.

The residents of Colchester, Bozrah, Frank-
lin, and Lebanon deserve a representative who
will hear and listen to what people think, lead
with integrity, and work tirelessly on behalf of
the people he serves. Mark has demonstrated
that kind of leadership throughout his life, and I
have every confidence he will continue to bring
that same dedication to Hartford.

This November, I respectfully ask for your
support and your vote to reelect Mark De-
Caprio. He is a strong voice for the people of
the 48th District and will continue to represent
our communities with honesty, integrity, and a
genuine commitment to public service.

Sincerely,
Rich Tanner - Colchester

Celebrating 25 Years
To the Editor:

Marlborough is fortunate to have a senior
center that has become an important part of our
community — and this year, we have 25 years to
celebrate!

As Baby Boomers reach retirement age and
people live longer, the number of older adults
continues to grow. In fact, the U.S. Census Bu-
reau projects that in 2034, the number of Amer-
icans aged 65 and older will exceed the number
under age 18 for the first time in U.S. history.
Marlborough is no exception to this trend; the
number of our residents aged 65 and over in-
creased from 471 in 2000, the year before the
Senior Center opened, to more than 1,230 in
2020, according to the last census, and has con-
tinued to grow since then.

Our senior center is a vibrant community hub
that offers exercise and wellness programs, edu-
cational opportunities, arts and crafts, games, so-
cial events, holiday celebrations, and trips. These
activities promote physical and mental well-
being while providing opportunities to social-
ize, learn, pursue interests, have fun, and make
meaningful connections. Most importantly, it
helps our older adults stay active, engaged, inde-
pendent, and connected to our community.

We invite everyone - young and old - to join
us at the Senior Center, 17 School Drive, on Sat-
urday, Sept. 19, starting at 1 p.m., as we celebrate
25 wonderful years! The anniversary party will
feature the Silk City Jazz band, caricature art-
ist, photo booth, games, food, fun, and activities
for all ages. The celebration is a perfect oppor-
tunity for our residents to see what a vital and
welcoming resource we have right here in our
community, and to discover all that the senior
center has to offer.

Peggy Golfin, Chair
Marlborough Commission on Aging
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“Well, sure,” I said. “Of course. We all had our dreams. I mean anything is possible when
you're a kid. Even kids who spend hours constructing magnifying glass death rays to inciner-
ate the local ant population have dreams. They may be unhealthy dreams, but they’re dreams.”

“So, what did you want to be?”

“A Playboy Magazine photographer.”

“I should have known.”

“What, you were expecting ‘philanthropist’ or ‘professional martyr’ or something?”

“Lord, no. But Playboy photographer, that’s just so...so...tawdry”

“Hey, when I was about 12 or 13 all the guys dreamed of becoming a Playboy photographer”

“Okay, you can spare me the details of whatever occupies an adolescent boy’s dreams. You
guys are bad enough when you're awake and pretending to be adults. Honestly, Playboy pho-
tographer?”

“Beats the hell out of telling everybody, ‘Hey, fellas! When I grow up, I want to be a proc-
tologist!”

“You've got a point there”

“Then I wanted to join the Army, but I was too young and my father wouldn’t sign the
papers:

“I'm surprised. I would have expected him to drive you down to the recruiting station right
then and there, before you changed your mind.”

“Not as surprised as I was. His exact words were, ‘Youre too [blanking] stupid to be in the
Army! You're going to college!”

“He probably figured you were less likely to get large numbers of your own people killed in
college”

“So, then I met you and here we are”

“But no Harvard”

“Nope. No Harvard. But that’s okay. Actually, you might say Harvard’s loss was your gain”

“No, you might say that. I'd prefer to think the gain was all yours. In fact, I'd insist on it.”

“That does seem to be the general consensus,” I admitted.

Jim Hallas
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Rosenfeld for the 34th
To the Editor:

As summer comes to an end and the leaves
will start to change, I would like to introduce
another change, Meghan Rosenfeld for our state
representative. We need this change from our
current and past representative to a leader who
will actually work for the people of our district.
Meghan is a proven leader and understands the
struggles of all of our residents. Meghan has,
and will continue to be, an advocate for edu-
cation, healthcare, and security for our aging
community.

Our district needs a person who will work
with the state and bring meaningful funding
into our communities, while lowering our local
tax burden. Meghan Rosenfeld is just that per-
son. Vote for Meghan in November.

Rick Wanat - East Hampton

Elect Melissa Ziobron
To the Editor:

Send Melissa Ziobron to Hartford to rep-
resent East Hampton in the State Legislature.
Melissa is hard-working and will represent East
Hampton well.

During her previous terms as state represen-
tative, she attended East Hampton events and
meetings, listening to our concerns and inform-
ing us of changes in Hartford. She is a commu-
nicator!

As a BOE member, Melissa understands the
huge burden unfunded mandates have put on
town budgets and will work toward solutions to
diminish those burdens. With Melissa’s knowl-
edge and experience she can have a real impact
in Hartford, reducing government demands
and strangleholds on towns which will in turn
help control taxes.

Join me in voting for Melissa Ziobron in No-
vember.

Alannah Coshow - East Hampton

Heal Now, Collaborate Next
To the Editor:

This year’s brutal East Hampton referendum
season was as ugly as we've seen, and there are
scars that may not heal. But for now, we can all
exhale and take comfort in the fact there won’t
be another budget vote until late spring.

However...

The referendum is the endgame. The real
work takes place between now and next May or
June, long before anyone casts a ballot, posts a
sign, or makes their opinions known on social
media.

Several points have become clear:

-- We can't let history repeat itself. Emotions
ran overly high during this referendum, with
the plot often being lost and the argument turn-
ing personal. Budgets should be negotiated and
evaluated on need and honest debate, not po-
litical differences.-- Social media has become
toxic. Yes, Facebook provides an opportunity
to discuss issues and share information, but in-
creasingly, local groups have become platforms
for mistruth, insults, and even hate speech. We
should be better than that.

-- It’s time for effective collaboration. We saw
more communication between the respective
budgeting bodies - the Town Council, Board
of Finance, and Board of Education. However,
it was one-sided. I respect the Republicans who
not only attended tri-board meetings but of-
fered meaningful ideas. I appreciate town resi-
dents who spoke about the budgets, whether in
favor or against.

-- The dialogue on budgeting needs to be
ongoing. We can’t wait until the referendum is
near before we start really debating priorities.
Lets have these conversations throughout the
year so that by the time the community votes,
we aren’t surprised by what we are asking tax-
payers to consider.

-- We are not alone, and we need help. East

Fogged or Cloudy

Insulated Windows?

CHANGE the GLASS,
NOT the WINDOWS!!!

Send anonymous pic to
myglasspane@gmail.com and
get info and a ballpark price.

“Pane in the Glass”
860-342-3253

Hampton was one of numerous towns that had
a difficult budget season. The state needs to of-
fer more support for education, and we need
to be active in raising the issue. Meanwhile, we
should explore areas where we can regionalize
with our neighbors, both on education and gen-
eral government.

Local government does not have to be an-
tagonistic. We do a disservice to the community
when we dismiss each other’s ideas or refuse to
listen based solely on the letter next to a person’s
name.

So let’s take a minute to lick our wounds and
then collaborate to make sure the next budget
season goes far more smoothly for all involved.

Sincerely,
Matt Engelhardt - East Hampton

Note: Engelhardt is a member of the East
Hampton Board of Education and East Hampton
Democratic Town Committee, but said he is writ-
ing independently of both.

Two Stacks of Mail
To the Editor:

Since the middle of July, eight letters have
appeared in these pages telling us good things
about state Rep. Steve Weir. I went back and
read them all, and I believe every word. He re-
members your children’s names at the Apple
Fest. He volunteers at the Harvest Fair and once
worked a shift at a busy local restaurant, apron
and all. He answers his cell phone. Four of the
eight points to his 100 percent voting record,
which, as one letter honestly puts it, shows that
he shows up.

Then I noticed something odd. In eight let-
ters of praise, not one defends a single vote he
has cast. One brings up his vote against ending
child marriage but argues only that it is three
years old and that other legislators voted the
same way. Two more explain, in general terms,
that a legislator sometimes opposes a good bill
because of hidden or unrelated provisions, but
never name a bill or a provision.

Last week, Mr. Weir joined in with a letter of
his own. He tells us he reads every bill and votes
‘no’ when the details would hurt us. Which de-
tails? Which bills? Go back and read it: in his
own case for reelection, the man present for
every vote of his four years does not name, let
alone defend, one of them. The letters question-
ing his record read differently. Since May, more
than 20 of them have discussed at least 15 spe-
cific votes, with bill numbers and tallies anyone
can check: the budget carrying $630,000 for
our five towns, help for small businesses, safety
fences around pools, ending child marriage, and
more.

So we have two stacks of mail. One tells us
who Steve Weir is: a kind, hard-working, and
decent community member. The other shows us
what he does with the vote we lend him every
two years. Neither stack disputes a word of the
other. Both can be true at once. However, only
one of them is about the job. If anyone, includ-
ing Mr. Weir, believes those votes were the right
ones for the 55th, the page is open: pick one and
make the case. Until someone does, I am with
Ellen Paul, who talks about the votes because
she is not afraid of them: ellenforstaterep.com.

Sincerely,
Chesney McOmber - Andover

ALLIED DRAIN CLEANING & CONSTRUCTION, LLC
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Locating * Jetting * Septic * Grease Traps
Flood Cleanup * Saw Cutting * Excavation

Sump Pumps * Water Proofing * Yard Drainage
- 860-798-8200

www. allieddraincleaning.com
FULLY LICENSED = INSURED

Subsurface # 005523
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Celebrate With Us!
To the Editor:

Join us for the 25th anniversary celebration
of the Marlborough Senior Center. Everyone is
invited!!

Location: Marlborough Senior Center, 17
School Street, Marlborough.

When: Saturday, Sept. 19, 1-4:30 p.m.

You will enjoy an amazing live jazz band,
great food, an antique car show, yard games, ice
cream/ food trucks, a caricature artist and much
more. Bring your family, friends and neighbors
to this wonderful event. We look forward to see-
ing you there.

Donna Kane - Marlborough

Note: Kane is a member of the Marlborough
Commission on Aging.

Elect Melissa Ziobron
To the Editor:

Melissa Ziobron worked tirelessly for our dis-
trict during her six years as our state represen-
tative. As a Council member, I can tell you she
never missed an opportunity to help us locally or
intervene at the state level when we needed her.

Her work ethic is admirable. After a day’s
work in Hartford, she was often in our audi-
ence keeping tabs on the pulse of our town. On
weekends she was everywhere, making sure she
doesn’t miss a beat with her constituents — and
she did not. She deserves our support and she
has mine.

Vote for Melissa this November. We don't
need another Democrat in Hartford.

Mark Philhower - East Hampton

Weir Works for All
To the Editor:

I am writing to endorse Steve Weir for anoth-
er term as our state representative for the 55th
district. He has been working hard for all of us
and will continue to do so. He hasn’t missed a
single vote and showing up is half the battle. It’s
also evidence that he takes his job seriously. He
gets involved with many things that are happen-
ing in the towns he covers. He’s ready to listen
to all of us and do what he can to effect change
where needed. We are clearly ruled by the Dem-
ocratic Party in this state, and it’s getting harder
to make ends meet.

There have been several letters claiming that
Steve has voted against some bills with very de-
sirable names. Most people are aware that these
bills have many other parts that are tucked into
them that are not so desirable. Steve reads the
entire bill and sees unintended consequences.
When he votes ‘no’ it is because of other things
in the bill that the letter writers don’t tell you.
Don't be fooled by these letters. You can go and
read these bills yourself or contact Steve and he
will tell you why he voted ‘no’

Citizens need all our support, and we need
more Republicans elected to strike a proper bal-
ance in governing. Steve Weir is a great example
of a Representative with honesty and integrity,
working for all the people, and not just “playing
politics” We need him to be re-elected. Please
vote for Steve Weir.

Respectfully submitted,
Georgette Conrad - Andover

too high.

Every property is different.

market downward later.

outcome.

The “East of the River” Real Estate Report

When Does a Price Reduction Make Sense?
No seller wants to reduce their asking price. But sometimes a price reduction is the smartest
move—and sometimes it’s completely unnecessary.
The key is understanding why a home isn’t selling.
If a property has been on the market longer than comparable homes, showings have slowed,
and buyers consistently aren’t making offers, the market may be signaling that the price is

In that situation, waiting can make things worse. New listings continue to hit the market,
while buyers begin wondering why the home hasn’t sold. A well-timed price adjustment can
expose the property to a new group of buyers and generate renewed interest.

But price isn’t always the problem.

If buyers are coming through the door but consistently mentioning condition, presentation,
or a particular feature, reducing the price may not be the best first solution. Sometimes
addressing the underlying issue makes more sense.

Sellers also shouldn’t panic after one slow weekend or because another home sold faster.

The decision should be based on showing activity, buyer feedback, competing listings,
recent sales, and current market conditions—not emotion.

A price reduction isn’t necessarily a sign that something went wrong. When the market is
telling you something has changed, adjusting strategically can prevent you from chasing the

The goal isn’t simply to maintain your asking price. It’s to achieve the best possible final

Another Great Concert Series
To the Editor

Another wonderful Joseph N. Goff House
Gazebo Concert Series is complete and the Goff
House Board of Directors would like to take this
time to thank everyone for their part in making
this annual tradition such a success.

Each year, donations from local residents,
businesses and friends of the concert series
help pay for six different local bands, as well as
concert posters and signs, which were created
by Walt Jedziniak Photography and Gioielli De-
sign, both from East Hampton. The Congrega-
tional Church of East Hampton generously al-
lows the use of church grounds and bathrooms
during the concert season, and use of the gaze-
bo is provided by East Hampton Public Schools.

Girl Scout Troop 62059 was on hand each
week selling snacks to support their commu-
nity projects and the bands were just fantas-
tic to work with. Let’s not forget the audience
members, who are the life of the concerts! Your
weekly presence makes the shows so enjoyable
and you are always so generous with donations
to local charities and organizations when we
pass the basket at intermission.

Many thanks to everyone and we look for-
ward to next year’s series.

Sincerely,

The Joseph N. Goff House Board
Dean Markham, Melissa Pionzio,
Mallory Kokus, Rebecca Tinelle
and Adele Cyr

Long Overdue
To the Editor:

Let me tell you about librarians.

Mrs. Hatch, who ran my elementary school
library, taught us to read stories aloud and had a
gift for putting the right book in the right hands
at the right moment. Some of you have heard
me tell of her before. I make no apologies. She
earned it.

A junior town librarian of my childhood
broke a rule for me. Adult cards began at 13,
and then only with parents’ permission; I was
10 and had read my way through the children’s
room. She glanced around to see that no one
was looking, then issued the card. In gratitude
I tried to teach her to juggle. I was probably a
terrible teacher at 10. I hope she kept practicing.
I am ashamed to say I no longer remember her
name. I have never forgotten the card.

In high school, Miss K taught me what re-
search actually is: not finding an answer but
testing one. Where did this come from? Who
wrote it, and what did they want me to believe?
What would it take to prove it wrong? I have
leaned on those questions my entire adult life.

So when I learned a librarian was running
for state representative in the 55th District, I
was delighted even before I read a word of her
platform. Then I read the record. Ellen Paul
leads the Connecticut Library Consortium,
helping more than a thousand libraries of ev-
ery kind pool their buying power. And in 2025
she helped pass two state laws: the e-book pric-
ing law, Public Act 25-9, four years of coalition

See Letters, page 6

Market Snapshot - Past Week
Hebron, Andover, Marlborough, Colchester, East Hampton & Portland
Single-Family Homes
« 18 homes sold
o Average sale price: $572,145
« Average sale-to-list ratio: 105%
o Average days on market: 36 days
» Median days on market: 10 days
Results vary by price point, condition, and pricing strategy.

Condos
« 4 sold
« Average sale price: $391,500
« Average sale-to-list ratio: 102%
o Average days on market: 16 days
» Median days on market: 16 days

CIT2-26-26

Jason Boice, REALTOR®

Local real estate professional serving
Hebron, Andover, Marlborough,
Colchester, East Hampton & Portland
860-452-3153 ¢ JasonBoice.com

RE9-4-26
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* Letters, cont. from page 5

work with a Republican senator among its lead
champions, and the freedom-to-read law, Pub-
lic Act 25-168, which protects a library’s ability
to carry the Bible as surely as any book someone
else would remove.

Our current representative voted against the
e-book bill, and against the budget act carrying
the freedom-to-read provisions.

Ellen Paul is a candidate who has never held
office but spent years on Congressman Joe
Courtney’s staff, who ran the East Hampton li-
brary when it won a statewide excellence award,
and who, as a legislative outsider, helped deliver
two state laws. A librarian on the ballot! I can’t
stop asking myself, “How did we get so lucky?”

I have spent a lifetime being handed the right
book at the right moment. On November 3, I
get the chance to hand something back. (ellen-
forstaterep.com)

Sincerely,
Scott Sauyet - Andover

Note: Sauyet is co-chair of the Andover Demo-
cratic Town Committee and a member of the
RHAM Board of Education, but said he is writing
as an individual.

Editor’s Desk continued from page 4

the regional favorite Lights in Motion display
in neighboring Hebron, a spectacular drive-
through light show synchronized to holiday
music that rounds out a perfect winter week-
end.

Marlborough isn’t just a place on a map, it
is a community where holiday traditions are
woven into our history, our landscape, and
our hearts. We would love to welcome you to
experience our town’s magic firsthand.”

I mean, wow. Quite the description (and a
nice Hebron shout-out to boot!). If Marlbor-
ough officials were ever interested in hiring a
PR person for the town, they might want to
find out who wrote that description and sign
that person up!

Anyway, back to the contest. If Marlbor-
ough happens to win, the town will receive the

Voting for Weir
To the Editor:

I had the pleasure of meeting Steve Weir many
years ago while I served as voluntary Senior Co-
ordinator for Andover seniors. During those
years I watched him become more and more
involved with the town, including our seniors.
He has served the town of Andover in a knowl-
edgeable and caring way. Steve is not the type of
man that brags about what he has accomplished
but just goes about doing what he believes is
in the best interest of the towns he represents.
Steve always comes to the events held in town
whatever the cause, talks with many people to
get their ideas and opinions on various subjects.
For years when the seniors needed money to
hold weekly lunches and there was no money
in the budget, Steve appeared and supported us
with whatever needed to be done. He attends
meetings and voting days in Hartford and does
not quickly vote ‘yes’ or ‘no’ on any issue. Steve
reads everything and gives the best answer that
will help all residents.

I will be casting my vote for Steve Weir in No-
vember and urge all of you to do so. Thank you.

Cathy Palazzi - Andover

opportunity to serve as the filming location
for a future Hallmark holiday movie. How
cool would that be?

So again, head on over to merriestchrist-
mastownscontest.hallmarkchannel.com and
cast your vote!

* % X

Before I go, a bit of housekeeping is in or-
der. Next Monday is Labor Day, and while the
office is closed that day, our deadline will re-
main the same. All copy for next week’s issue
must be submitted by noon Tuesday, Sept. 8.
No exceptions will be made.

So enjoy the long weekend! But don't enjoy

it so much you forget about the Rivereast.
* ok %

See you next week.

Attracted to Hebron History
To the Editor:

According to Tripadvisor.com, four out of the
top six tourist destinations in Connecticut are
attractions that showcase our dynamic history.
The number one attraction is Mystic Seaport,
which welcomes over 250,000 visitors each year.
The Mark Twain House, Olde Mistick Village
and Gillette Castle are the additional historic
attractions. The Connecticut Office of Tourism
reports that Gillette Castle leads in attendance
with a remarkable 300,000 visitors each year.
While William Gillette’s historic castle is indeed
impressive, the trails, gardens, grounds, camp-
sites and view of the Connecticut River attract
many of these visitors.

In Hebron, Tripadvisor highlights Gay City
State Park as a notable attraction that has gained
4.5 out of 5 stars. The review left by Heather B.
of Norwich remarks on the mix of history and
beauty, “This is a great place to hike. We loved
exploring the different ruins we found along the
way. There is so much history to learn about the
old city that used to stand in that spot” While
there are no specific attendance numbers for
Gay City State Park, the Connecticut Depart-
ment of Energy and Environmental Protection
reported that 14.5 million people visited our
State Parks in 2025. Perhaps the most compel-
ling fact is that the average before 2020 was be-
tween 7 and 8 million visitors per year.

But Gay City is only the tip of the tourism ice-
berg for Hebron. The world’s leading authority
on historic stonewalls, Professor Robert Thor-
son of the University of Connecticut Earth Sci-
ence Department, has confirmed the unique and
historic characteristics of the stonewall lane-
ways built between 1740 and 1840 at 17 Kinney
Road/the Horton Property, “I have never seen a
series of stonewall laneways like this. It took the
planning and effort of the community to create
them... This is a beautifully preserved commu-
nity landscape, rather than the hodge podge of
walls built by individual farmers” He noted the
preservation of 17 Kinney Road is important
“because this is a larger state wide concept... In
terms of historic significance... this can be con-
sidered an excellent example, perhaps best in

Sun. 11lam-8pm
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We specialize in Southern and Northern Italian cuisine.
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ingredients and made from original recipes. Our menu
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Brought to you by the owners of
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Military Mondays
15% Off Food. Active & Veteran.

Well-Done Wednesdays
Free side of mashed potatoes & Caesar Salad with
your choice of Steak

Thank You Thursdays
Ii .**' | 15% Off Food. Police, Fire, Medical & Teachers

Order: 860-826-6314
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Adriatic Restaurant | 577 Franklin Ave., Hartford | 860-726-4155

state, where the community really got organized
to maximize land potential”

Located at the heart of Hebron center, and
now connected to downtown by 9 Pendleton
Drive, 17 Kinney Road is positioned to be fea-
tured as a jewel of Connecticut’s tourism and
outdoor recreation economy. Please visit Save
Hebron Center on Facebook and #Savel7.

Sincerely,
Kevin J. Tulimieri - Amston

Meet Melissa
To the Editor:

If you haven’t met her already, I would like to
introduce you to a great legislator, whom I have
known for quite some time. Her name is Melissa
Ziobron and has represented us previously for
three terms in the Connecticut State General
Assembly, after first winning election in No-
vember 2012. Her record of providing common
sense government with a rural touch from the
communities she represented, was outstanding
as she became more and more influential during
those six years.

Melissa embodies the core Republican prin-
ciples of individual freedom, limited govern-
ment and fiscal responsibility. She has stayed
heavily involved in the community and is fully
committed to students, parents, schools, and
the taxpayer, as a member of the East Haddam
Board of Education. However, she sees things
going the wrong direction in Hartford, which is
adversely affecting all of us, and she is primed
and ready to serve us once again.

One of these issues going the wrong way is
the lack of state funding to our schools through
the Education Cost Sharing (ECS), which has
not changed its funding formula since 2013 to
account for inflation. This has continuously put
upward pressure on our property taxes. As we
have seen through each successive budget cycle,
this is unsustainable, and good leadership in
Hartford matters, and a continued strong voice
from our community also matters.

Melissa is uniquely gifted, experienced and
ready to take the baton from Irene Haines, who
has also served us very well. She is the right per-
son to win the race to serve us yet again in the
same exemplary way. She has my full support
and she deserves your full support as well! Pass
the word, and look for her name on the ballot
for District 34 Representative this November!
You’'ll be glad you did!

Nathan Jaycox - East Hampton

So Much For

Fiscal Responsibility
To the Editor:

The town of East Hampton once again had
the opportunity, concerning the BOE’s lack of
fiscal restraint, to ease the ever-growing tax
burden on the people of East Hampton. Sadly,
the Town Council, the BOF and the BOE have
failed to respect the desires of all the people in
town. In case you forgot, 67%+ of our prop-
erty taxes is spent on the school budget. An
estimated 36.6% of the families in EH have
school-age children 18 or under, and the major-
ity of the people in EH get bullied into paying
the BOE’s demands for more money every year.
Our town roads will go un-repaired, our police
will remain under-staffed, town services will be
struggling to keep up, taxes will once again in-
crease, our lake health will continue to struggle,
and our seniors will suffer, all because the town
operations budget had to take a 2% cut, while
the BOE celebrates its greed with a 2+ percent
increase, keeping the burden on the 64% of the
taxpayers.

State law decrees that education budgets
cannot be reduced from the current year. Zero
increase is allowed, but reduction is not. The
BOE budget is created taking into account po-
tential state funding. Any funding that the state
provides this year is in no way guaranteed for
the next year. So if the state decides not to pro-
vide funding for next year, equal to this year,
the taxpayers of EH will have to make up the
deficit, because the education budget cannot be
reduced. That means more money out of your
pocket, because the BOE obviously doesn’t have
to ever worry about cutting spending. Con-
stantly increasing taxes (the majority of which
goes to the school budget) will also serve as a
deterrent to people looking at EH as a home.

There are two positives that bear mention.
One: next year is an election year, so perhaps the
voters will select people who will actually stand
up to the BOF and BOE. Two: all the letters that
have been written supporting a ‘no’ vote can be
used again next year, since nothing will change
except the dates, sad to say. Remember the defi-
nition of insanity.

Regards,
Bob Yenkner - East Hampton
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Votes Against Protecting

CT Vulnerable Citizens
To the Editor:

In their August letters, Mr. Sauyet and Ms.
Wilkinson pointed us to Rep. Weir’s actual re-
cord for District 55. Woefully, Rep. Weir voted
against Senate Bill 397 and House Bill 8004, too,
which all together were passed to protect Con-
necticut citizens against ongoing federal law
enforcement abuses: banning masks, limiting
courthouse arrests, empowering civil lawsuits
against abusive force, and limiting private data
dissemination.

After reaching out when the federal govern-
ment first began militarizing law enforcement
in early 2025, I have had multiple pleasant but
pointed conversations with our representative;
still, he did not vote for these protections. Our
community deserves vision, discretion, and
courage in defending our Hebron freedoms.

David Olio - Amston

Touch A Truck Thanks
To the Editor:

The Exchange Club of Portland held its 15th
annual Touch a Truck Event at the Portland Fair
grounds on Sunday, Aug. 30.

Without the support of area businesses and
individuals the success of this event would not
have been possible.

The Exchange would like to thank our
“18-Wheeler” sponsor: Casella Waste Systems

Our “Monster Truck” sponsors: Bill's Auto,
DRVN Enterprise, Law office of George Law,
and Tehrani Law Group.

Our “4 x 4 Truck” sponsors: Barnum Finan-
cial, Portland Automotive, Portland Collision,
Petzold’s Marine Center and Sharr Realty.

The Exchange would also like to thank busi-
nesses, organizations and individuals who con-
tributed vehicles to the event. Portland Police
Department, Portland Public works, Portland
Fire Department, CWPM, Glastonbury Vol-
unteer Ambulance, MurderCycles Motorcycle
Club, Thompson Landscape, M & ] Bus Service,
Butler Construction, Dick Lawton & Son, 1st
Co. Governor’s Foot Guard, Untouchable Tow-
ing, RT Relocation, and JV Express.

Proceeds from this year’s event will support
the creation of a “Championship” sign honor-
ing Portland High School’s state championship
teams from over the past decade - and in earlier
years.

Thank you again for your support.

Sincerely,

Jamie Leonard

Touch A Truck Coordinator,
Exchange Club of Portland

Land Acquisition in Hebron
To the Editor:

Some residents and members of the commu-
nity power structure have asked if open space
purchases will diminish the town’s capacity to
accommodate more single-family or multi-unit
housing or commercial development. The an-
swer is ‘no’

All the properties that Hebron and the state
purchased were for state forest addition, wild-
life management area expansion, the protec-
tion and perpetuation of farmland operations,
scenic vista preservation, and natural resources
protection. The latter includes wetlands, water-
course and ground water protection, flood con-
trol, oxygen production, carbon sequestration,
historic site preservation, animal habitat, and
recreational greenways.

Most of the sites that have been acquired were
not conducive to development, due to geologi-
cal and hydrological characteristics. Some par-
cels had access problems, some required cost-
prohibitive stormwater management and road
systems, some would not have met building
requirements under state and PZC regulations,
some would have required environmentally
unacceptable cutting and filling, and some had
soils that could not have accommodated on-site
septic systems. While incredibly valuable for
farming and preservation, the properties pur-
chased for open space were unsuitable for hous-
ing or commercial development.

The bulk of Hebron’s land is in private own-
ership, and the property owners that the town
and state have dealt with were adamant about
passing it forward for farmland continuance or
conservation purposes.

Transportation, some water availability, and
sewer infrastructure are in the center of town.
To state that Hebron has no plan or vision for
its future development is to ignore the collec-
tive wisdom of hundreds of very-well qualified
people that is reflected in Hebron’s Plan of Con-
servation and Development. This document
is redrafted every ten years and is the product
of generations of Planning and Zoning, Con-

servation, Economic Development, and other
boards, with ample review and public hearing
input. Folks should read this plan before mak-
ing judgements. For several decades, this blue-
print promoted Hebron’s measured growth and
prevented inappropriate development. It has
preserved the rural ambience that attracts us to
live here.

While thetTown can set some of the condi-
tions for acceptable housing, infrastructure and
commercial development, residents must un-
derstand that development of any kind is driven
primarily by private sector market forces. It is a
partnership between government and a free en-
terprise system and a mindful balance between
preservation and progress.

Lastly, if you want to see Hebron’s beautiful
vistas saved — buy them. That’s the purpose of
our conservation land acquisition program.
Fund it.

Jim Cordier - Hebron

What’s Homegrown

Leadership About?
To the Editor:

Many of you have seen my campaign signs
around town that say “homegrown leadership”
and wondered what that means. Growing up
in both East Hampton and East Haddam has
given me perspectives others simply don’t have.
My baby clothes hung on the line next to the
Moodus Reservoir. At age 5 I moved to Tartia
Road in East Hampton, attended kindergarten
in Middle Haddam, and went through East
Hampton schools. At 15 I returned to Moodus
and graduated from Hale-Ray High School.
I worked at Frank Davis Resort and grabbed
pizza at Diamond, just like so many of my class-
mates. This community shaped my perspectives
and my work ethic.

Our small hometowns are special. We have

state parks, walking trails, running rivers, and
precious lakes right outside our doors, along
with unique small businesses and eateries. We
enjoy award-winning theater, world-renowned
manufacturing, and hometown hardware stores
where friendly faces are ready to help. Our com-
munity is safe, and many of our public schools
are staffed by friends and neighbors. We pay our
fair share to fund local and state government
and insist it live within its means. We want our
money spent wisely and expect a real return on
that investment. We are proud to live in small
towns supported by volunteers of every kind.

Yet in Hartford a growing number of legis-
lators believe our residents can afford to hand
over still more of their hard-earned money, and
they push for greater government overreach
into our lives. Higher taxes and more spending
rank as the top priority of the super-majority
party. Their agenda is very different from ours.
They favor big government that expands bu-
reaucracy and slow progress. Their first instinct
when facing complex problems is to throw more
of your money at them. The result has been out-
of-control spending and higher taxes for all of
us.

This same mindset has pockets of support
here at home, including from my opponent.
That is not entirely her fault; she only recent-
ly moved into the district and does not fully
share our history. I am running again to make
government work for you, not the other way
around. I bring real roots and real results from
two decades of community advocacy and vol-
unteerism. I ask for your vote — not simply as a
candidate, but as a neighbor who understands
what makes our towns worth protecting with
the experienced leadership you deserve.

Melissa Ziobron - East Haddam

Note: Ziobron is running for the 34th District
in the state House of Representatives. The district
covers East Hampton, East Haddam and Salem.

Full Menu
Served Daily
11Am-10PM

END OF

Grilled

LIGHTHOUSE
SEAFOOD&GRILL

Family owned & operated

Hrs: Tues, Wed, Thur, Sun 11AM - 8PM
Fri, Sat 11AM - 9PMm » Mon - Closed
website: lighthouseseafoodandgrill.com

SPECIAL!

w/house salad & chips
of your choice
$30.95

Call or stop in for a menu today! r

662 Portland-Cobalt Rd

RE8-14-26

SUMMER .P
)

Shrimp

860.852.5189

Portland, CT

Restaurant & Catering Service

(: Pizzas « Gluten Free Items
Beer/Wine « Catering
QUE A Outside Dining
— Online Ordering —

www.ginamariesct.com

Try one of our freshly
ground in-house

Steak
Burgers

1
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ANGUS BEEF*
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Offer good w/ this ad till 9/30/26. Pick-Up & Takeout Only. |,
Try one of our other 10 Gourmet Pizzas
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Any Large |
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I 71 Main Street, Rt. 66
Hebron, CT

860-228- 9375 I

Closed Mon.; Tues to Thurs 8am to 8pm; Fri 8am to 8:30pm; Sat 8am to 8pm & Sun 8am to 7pm

gNLEAF
&

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Never A Cover 8:30pm-12:30Am

Fri., Sept. 4" “All Mixed Up”
Fri., Sept. 11" Open Juke Box / FREE Pool
Fri., Sept. 18" “Blue Mountain Haze”

—— 47 MAIN ST. (RT. 66) HEBRON - 860-228-8148 ————

150" BIG SCREEN TV

First Game Wed. September 9™

* Downstairs Also Open For
Monday Night & College Football
* Food And Drink Specials s
* Best Jumbo Wings Around
* Play Darts On Our New Dartboard
* Watch For Our Grand Re-Opening

Who Is Ellen Paul?
To the Editor:

Who is Ellen Paul? Why is she running to
unseat a conservative Republican State House
incumbent whose voting record demonstrates
ineffectiveness? Why is she gaining momentum
in the 55th District? And what has she done to
enrich the lives of people in Connecticut?

Ellen Paul is the Democratic candidate for
state representative in the 55th District, which
includes Hebron, Andover, Marlborough, and
parts of Glastonbury and Bolton. She is a librar-
ian by profession, a mother of two elementary-
school children who attend public schools, and
a Glastonbury resident.

Ellen Paul is no newcomer to Hartford or to
the legislative process. For more than 30 years,
the voice of the 55th District has been compro-
mised when its representative has not been part
of the majority party. Ellen believes the district
deserves a representative who will be heard in
Hartford and who can help ensure that the con-
cerns and priorities of the 55th District are part
of a successful legislative process.

She has already demonstrated that she knows
how to turn ideas into action. Ellen has shep-
herded legislation through the legislative pro-
cess — from transforming policy ideas into legis-
lation, to understanding the critical importance
of committee work, educating decision-makers
and stakeholders, and ultimately celebrating the
passage of laws that benefit Connecticut’s librar-
ies.

Ellen is a librarian who brings people to-
gether. As executive director of the Connecticut
Library Consortium, she has worked with more
than 1,000 libraries across Connecticut - in-
cluding public, school, and college libraries - to
enhance services and save taxpayers money.

And Ellen is not simply talking about repre-
senting the 55th District—she is already out lis-

See Letters, page 32
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I NEWLY RENOVATED DOWNSTAIRS LOUNGE |

112 Halls Hill Road, Colchester, CT
860-531-9160 ® www.fornarellis.com
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St. Andrew Church Cemetery

Members of Guardian Angels Parish are
working to clear St. Andrew New Cemetery
and to help us preserve the beauty and dignity
of this sacred place, we are working to clear the
cemetery of items that interfere with mowing,
routine maintenance, and the overall appear-
ance of the grounds.

Families are asked to visit their loved one’s
gravesite and remove any glass lights, rocks, ce-
ramic pots, shepherd’s hooks, planted flowers,
shrubs, trees, or other decorative items that are
not permitted under the cemetery’s Rules and
Regulations.

Please note the following:

Decorations are limited to one display per lot
in a portable plastic or metal rectangular box

Notice
placed no more than 10 inches from the monu-
ment.

As stated in the cemetery Rules and Regula-
tions, trees, shrubs, flowers, bric-a-brac, light-
ing, and other plantings placed in the ground
are not permitted and may be removed without
notice.

Any non-permitted items remaining in the
cemetery may be removed as part of this clean-
up effort to ensure the cemetery can be main-
tained safely and respectfully.

If you have any questions, please refer to the
Rules and Regulations that accompany your
cemetery deed, or call the Guardian Angels Par-
ish Office at 860-537-2355.

Celebrate Colchester Returns Sept. 19

Celebrate Colchester, a family-friendly com-
munity festival that brings together residents,
local businesses, organizations, artisans and
performers, will return next month.

The event will be held Saturday, Sept. 19,
from 1-5 p.m., on the Town Green.

Visitors can enjoy a variety of activities
throughout the day, including: Local artisan
and community vendors, Interactive activities
for children and families, live DJ and concert
with Sister Funk, food vendors and sweet treats,
community organization exhibits, games, give-
aways and raffle opportunities, bounce house,
face-painting and Touch A Truck.

Celebrate Colchester emphasizes community
involvement by featuring local businesses, non-
profits, schools, clubs, and civic organizations.
Vendors are encouraged to create engaging,

family-friendly experiences by offering an ac-
tivity at their booth, helping to make the event
interactive for attendees of all ages.

Proceeds from vendor raffle basket donations
benefit the Colchester Parks & Recreation Day
Camp Scholarship Fund, helping ensure that lo-
cal children have the opportunity to participate
in summer camp regardless of financial circum-
stances.

Celebrate Colchester is presented by Colches-
ter Parks & Recreation. For current event infor-
mation, visit www.colchesterct.gov/recreation-
department.

Local vendors, businesses and organizations
are welcome to participate in the event; if inter-
ested, email parksandrec@colchesterct.gov or
call the office at 860-537-7297.

Senior Center News & Notes

Colchester Senior Center, 15 Louis Lane, has
announced the following. Unless noted, reg-
istration is required for all programs. Credit
cards are currently not accepted. For full de-
scriptions of programs and to register, call 860-
537-3911, email csc@colchesterct.gov, or for a
full list of activities, visit www.colchesterct.gov/
colchester-senior-center.

Monday, Sept. 7: Center closed for Labor
Day.

Tuesday, Sept. 8: 9 a.m., Making Memories;
9:45 a.m., Tai Chi; 10 a.m., LTCOP Meeting;
12:30 p.m., Pinochle, CHOICES Counseling; 1
p-m., Cornhole; 1:15 p.m., Bingo.

Wednesday, Sept. 9: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries, Walking Group; 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Reflexology;
10 a.m., Adult Coloring, Hand and Foot Card
Game, Sit & Be Fit Video; 10:30 a.m., A New
Chapter presentation; 1 p.m., Sew-cial Time;
1:30 p.m. and 2:30 p.m., Cardio Drumming;
2:30 p.m., Staff Meeting.

Thursday, Sept. 10: 9 a.m., Exercise w/ Anne;
10 a.m., Sittercize, Wii Bowling; 11 a.m., Yoga;
noon, Sr. Benefits Counseling; 12:05 p.m., Chair
Massage; 12:30 p.m., Dominoes, Needlework
Club.

Friday, Sept. 11: 9 a.m., Social Service Hours,
Open Art Studio; 10 a.m., Sit & Be Fit; 10:30
a.m., Choral Group; 11 a.m., Yoga; 11:15 a.m,,
Chatham Health Education Series; 1-3:30 p.m.,
Open Ping Pong; 1:15 p.m., Bingo.

Movie Time - Forrest Gump: Tuesday, Sept.
15, 9:30 a.m. The center said it has received
several requests to show this movie again. The
movie is two and a half hours long. This is a free
program and popcorn will be served.

Another Year Older Is a Bushel of Fun
Luncheon: Wednesday, Sept. 16, 11 a.m. All
are invited to this this apple-themed luncheon.
Colchester guitarist and vocalist Bobby C. will
perform some favorites from the 70s. After the
performance, enjoy a lunch of stuffed pork loin
with cornbread stuffing, apple sauce, seasoned
rice, broccoli, multigrain rolls and apple pie.
Cost is $10 per person (60 years old and over).
Space is limited.

Emergency Services Presentation: Thurs-
day, Sept. 17, 11 a.m. Members of the Colchester
Fire and EMS Services will present information
about the department’s services, organizational
structure, and work it does to support and pro-
tect the community. They will also discuss how

Mimi Perrofti
860-595-9888

MimiPerrotti.Sites.C21.homes °

the department partners with other local stake-
holders and prepares for emergencies that may
impact the community. This program is free and
open to all.

Celebrate Colchester Volunteers Needed:
Saturday, Sept. 19, 1-5 p.m. The center is look-
ing for volunteers to man its booth at Celebrate
Colchester on the town green. At the booth,
there will be information about the senior
center, as well as a scavenger hunt that attend-
ees can participate in to win a small prize. The
center is looking for volunteers who can work
12:30-2:30 p.m. and 2:30-5 p.m. Call the office
to sign up if you can help.

AARP Driver Safety Course: Wednesday,
Sept. 23, 11:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. You'll learn the
rules of the road, defensive driving techniques
and how to operate your vehicle more safely,
and you may qualify for a discount from your
insurance provider. Open to anyone age 50 and
over. Cost is $20 for AARP members and $25
for non-members. Register by Sept. 18.

1970s Name That Tune: Monday, Sept. 28,
10:30 a.m. Picture it: you jump in your car (may-
be a Firebird or a Datsun), head to McDonald’s
for the new Quarter Pounder, and the Bee Gees
are on the radio as Casey Kasem counts down;
life is good. All are invited to come test your
knowledge of 70s music (all genres — not just
disco). This is a free program. Refreshments will
be served.

Groovy Birthday Party Finale: Wednesday,
Sept. 30, 11 a.m. Celebrate birthdays (past, pres-
ent and those yet to come) and the end of senior
center month with a giant “70s-inspired birth-
day cake. Bring a picture and/or story to share
from one of your favorite birthday parties and
play some nostalgic party games. The center will
also draw the names of the disco ball scratch-off
raftle winners. This is a free program.

Birthday Cake Project: Wednesday, Sept. 30,
2 p.m. Some families do not have the financial
means to buy a birthday cake or the items to bake
one. In honor of National Senior Center Month,
the senior center will collect boxed cake mix,
canned frosting, canned Sprite or other lemon-
lime flavored soda, 9x13 aluminum pans with
plastic lids, and packaged birthday candles. On
Sept. 30, gather together to make Birthday Cake
kits for the Colchester Food Bank. If you are a se-
nior center member and would like to volunteer
to make the kits, register with the office.

1160 Silas Deane Highway * Wethersfield

The Colchester Land Trust (CLT) is host-
ing the following upcoming events. All are
invited. Visit ColchesterLandTrust.org for all
details on upcoming 2026 events so far.

Trail Crew Volunteers Needed: The third
Sunday of each month (weather permitting).
Volunteers meet up at one of CLT’s proper-
ties each month to fight invasives, maintain
meadows, and other needed stewardship
tasks. This event is led by board member and
stewardship chair Kevin Byrne, and he can

Land Trust Upcoming Events

be reached at: kevbyrnect@gmail.com. Trail
crew work parties are held the third Sunday
of every month usually from 1 p.m. until no
later than 3 p.m. (Volunteers can stay for all
or part of the hours.) Details of each month’s
plan will be emailed to you. Sign up at col-
chesterlandtrust.org.

CLT at Farmers Market: The CLT Booth
will be at the Colchester Farmers Market on
the Green on Sunday, Sept. 27. All are invited
to stop by and learn more about the land trust.

Scholarship Event

The St. Joseph’s Polish Society at 395 South
Main St. will host an event to celebrate the 25th
anniversary of the society’s scholarship pro-
gram.

Every year, the St. Joseph’s Polish Society
hosts a golf tournament with the proceeds going
toward scholarships for high school seniors go-
ing into college. This year’s event will be on Sat-
urday, Sept. 12. As the golf tournament is full,
there will be a separate event at the club that is

open to the public on the same day.

Tickets are $25 each and include your choice
of a chicken or steak dinner. Dinner will be
served from 2-5 o,m, Jonny Debit will perform
from 2-5 p.m., and the band merge right will
perform from 5:30-9:30 p.m.

If interested in purchasing tickets, stop by the
club during regular business hours. For more
information, call 860-537-2550.

Colchester Federated Church News

Colchester Federated Church is located at
60 Main St. The church office is open Monday-
Friday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., and can be reached at 860-
537-5189 or cfc06415@gmail.com.

Worship: Sundays at 9 a.m. The service is also
broadcast via Facebook Live. Worship videos
are at www.colchesterfederatedchurch.org un-
der the Worship tab. Updated information is on

the church’s Facebook page.

Twelve-Step Meetings: AA meets in the
church library Monday-Wednesday and Friday
at noon and Thursday at 10 a.m., and at 7:30
p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. On Saturdays
at 9:30 a.m., Al-Anon meets in the Jerusalem
Room and AA meets in the Stage Room.

Westchester Church News

Westchester Congregational Church, located
at 98 Cemetery Rd., holds worship Sundays at
10 a.m. All are welcome to attend. The church
choir always welcomes new members. Services
are also available on Zoom; visit www.westches-
tercongchurch.org for login information. Sun-
day School for children meets during the wor-
ship service.

Twelve-Step Meetings: Al-Anon meets in
Canney Hall Wednesdays at 7 p.m. AA meets in
Canney Hall Fridays at 7:30 p.m.

Scouts: The church sponsors Scouting Amer-
ica Troop 109. During the school year, Troop
109 meets on Tuesdays at 7 p.m.

Outreach and Other Opportunities: Knit-

ting Group meets Thursdays at 10 a.m. Many
knitted, crocheted, and quilted items have been
sent to Native American reservations, hospi-
tals for babies, and other places to help those
in need. The Blessings Box is at the end of the
church parking lot and contains donations of
non-perishable food, personal care, and other
items for those in need. Take what you need;
donate what you can. Also, the church sponsors
the Wounded Warrior Project, a donation op-
portunity to help veterans.

For more information, visit westchestercong-
church.org, email westcongchurch@gmail.com
or call the church at 860-267-6711. Pastor Ron
Lake can be reached at 860-428-3460.

Thank You for All You Do...

._...--P———-

Call us at (860)347-0025

or visit us online at

MiddlesexCountyCF.org.

OFFICE PROFESSIONALS WHO ARE PAYING RENT
Why Not Own Your Own Space, Build Equity & Invest In Your Business?

Rare opportunity to own two office condos being sold together. Ideal for investors or owner-occupants
seeking flexibility and long-term value. These spacious, light-filled units offer an inviting professional
environment with an abundance of natural light and generous open space layout, perfect for a variety
of business uses. Each unit is equipped with separate utilities and efficient gas heat, providing
convenience and cost control. Occupy one and lease the other!

CENTURY 21

AllPoints Realty

For working through the
Community Foundation of
Middlesex County (CFMC) to put
your hearts and dollars to work
where you live, work or play...

For supporting animal welfare,
arts and culture, health, social
services, history, education, the
environment, and so much more...

For helping our local nonprofits
meet the increasing and changing
needs in our communities.

Live Local. Give Local.

| In Chester...Clinton...Cromwell...
Deep River...Durham...Haddam...
East Haddam...East Hampton...
Essex...Killingworth...Middlefield...
Middletown...Old Saybrook...
Portland...and Westbrook.

RE9-4-26

. Street Glastonbury
Offered at $299 900 for both condos
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Two Arrested After Damage

Reported at RecPlex

By Toriana Williams

Two people were arrested after police in-
vestigated vandalism at the RecPlex on Old
Hebron Road, including damage to the grass
and security cameras, according to Connecti-
cut State Police.

Police were called on Aug. 25 around 7 a.m.
after a public works employee found deep tire
tracks in the grass.

An 18-year-old Colchester resident, Avery
Berry, was arrested and charged with third-
degree criminal trespass and second-degree
criminal mischief, police said. Berry was giv-
en a total bond of $5,000. The case is set for
Sept. 8 at Norwich Superior Court.

A second person, who was 17 at the time,
was also arrested and charged with the same
crimes, police said. Due to being a minor,

his name was not released. The case is set for
Sept. 9 in Waterford Juvenile Court.

Police said photos showed an orange Jeep
Wrangler had driven through the grass. Pub-
lic works employees were familiar with the
Jeep from earlier incidents at the RecPlex.

“The Jeep has been seen in other parts of
Colchester by public workers and a license
plate had been obtained prior to this inci-
dent,” said police.

Police later found the Jeep at a residence;
officers said grass and mud were still on the
Jeep’s wheels and lower sides.

First Selectman Bernie Dennler told the
Rivereast that repairs are expected to cost be-
tween $1,500 and $2,000. About $900 will be
used to repair the grass, while about $800 will
be used to fix the damaged cameras.

Man Rescued After
Tree Falls on Legs

By Toriana Williams

A man was taken to a local hospital after a
tree fell onto his legs while he was cutting it near
McDonald Road in Colchester on Monday af-
ternoon, Aug. 31.

The tree landed on the lower half of his legs,
just above his ankles, according to Fire Chief

CCT Cabaret Night Out

Colchester Community Theatre will hold its
third annual Cabaret Night Out on Friday, Sept.
18, and Saturday, Sept. 19, at 7:30 PM at St. Jo-
seph Polish Society.

Both evenings will feature musical theater,
singing, instrumental performances, raffles, and
more.

Single tickets are $20, or you can purchase
a table of 8 for $144 ($16 savings). Bring food,
your friends, and enjoy beverages from the bar.
This event is for ages 21 and up.

Get tickets at colchester.ludus.com.

Residents Graduate

The following Colchester residents graduated
in May from the University of Rhode Island:

Gracyn Kane, who graduated with a Bachelor
of Science degree in civil engineering; Samuel
Miller, who graduated with a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in industrial and systems engineer-
ing; Matthew McCune, who graduated with a
Bachelor of Science degree in computer science;
Eric Assaf, who graduated with a Master of
Business Administration degree; Tamie Hamil-
ton, who graduated with a Master of Business
Administration degree.

Why Buy When You Can Rent?

WE RENT ALL TYPES OF TOOLS
& EQUIPMENT FOR ALL YOUR
HOME PROJECT NEEDS

Bobcat Skidsteer Loaders, Mini Excavator, Tractor with
bucket & backhoe, Tillers, Edgers, Pole Pruners, Chainsaws,
Stump Grinders, Gas Power Hedge Trimmers, 6” & 12”

Steve Hoffmann. He received minor injuries,
but was “more or less stuck,” said Hoffmann.

Hoffmann estimated the tree was about 12
inches in diameter; emergency personnel used
airbags from their rescue truck to lift the tree
and free the man.

Ukrainian Catholic
Church News

All are invited to worship each week at St.
Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church, 178 Linwood
Ave. The church offers Eastern Rite Divine ser-
vices. Church doors are open for Divine Liturgy
on Saturdays at 4 p.m. and Sundays at 9 a.m.; the
Sunday service is bilingual.

For more information, call the church at 860-
537-2069.

History Museum
Open Sundays

The Colchester History Museum is open Sun-
days from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. through the end of
December.

This spring you can view the museum’s new-
est exhibit: “Every Possible Means: Colchester’s
Role in the Revolutionary War” You can also
experience histories of people and places in the
“ABCs of Colchester History” exhibit.

The Colchester History Museum, located at
24 Linwood Ave,, is free and offers both per-
manent and special exhibits all highlighting the
people and events in Colchester’s history. Guid-
ed and self-guided tours are available.

For more information, contact the Colchester
Historical Society at mail@colchesterhistory.org
or 860-537-3240.

LIKE
US ON

Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin

Chippers, Pumps, Yorkrakes, Power Augers, Dethatchers,

Overseeders, Jackhammers, Hammer Dirills, Hardwood Floor
Nailers, Trenchers, Floor Polishers, Carpet Cleaners, Seam
Irons, Power Stretchers, Floor Sanders & Edgers, Hilti Gun,

Toilet Auger, Power Drain Snake, Wallpaper Steamers, 40’
Ladders, Tile Saws, Sod Cutter, Aerators, Pressure Washer,
Power Towels, Compactors, Brick Paver Saws, Sheetrock
Lifters & Dustless Sanders, Lolly Column Cutters, Party
Canopies, Tow Behind Compressors and so much more . . .

Visit our website for more information and pricing

Rental Center

Rt. 16, Linwood Ave. * Colchester

(860) 537-4256

Located with Gano’s Power Equipment
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Cindy Pierce-Brundrett (left) has been named a Melvin Jones Fellow by Lions Clubs

International Foundation. Pictured presenting Pierce-Brundrett with the plaque is
Carol Marchigiano, immediate past president of the Colchester Lions Club

Lions Club Member Named Melvin Jones Fellow

Cindy Pierce-Brundrett has been named a
Melvin Jones Fellow by Lions Clubs Interna-
tional Foundation in recognition of serving the
world community.

Named for the founder of Lions Clubs In-
ternational, Melvin Jones, the fellowship is the
foundation’s highest honor, given in recognition
of commitment to community service.

Pierce-Brundrett has been an active Colches-
ter Lions Club members for many years, serving
as Lion Tamer and on the club’s board of direc-
tors. She has chaired many events, including the
annual School Backpack Drive and Sightsaver
Day.

Pierce-Brundrett received a finely-crafted

plaque and lapel pin acknowledging her dedica-
tion to the foundation’s humanitarian goals. As
a Melvin Jones Fellow, she becomes part of the
growing network of individuals who are com-
mitted to improving the quality of life for people
locally and in communities around the world.

The Colchester Lions Club has 84 members
and usually meets the second Wednesday of
each month at 7 p.m. at St. Joseph’s Polish Club.

Lions Clubs are a group of men and women
who identify needs with the community and
work together to fulfil those needs.

For more information or to get involved with
the Colchester Lions Club, please visit www.col-
chesterlions.org.

CCT to Hold Auditions for Frozen

Colchester Community Theatre has sched-
uled auditions for its February 2027 production
of Disney’s Frozen through special arrangement
with MTL

In the beautiful mountainous kingdom of Ar-
endelle, Princesses Anna and Elsa grow up shel-
tered inside their castle, isolated from the world
and increasingly distant from each other. When
Elsa is crowned queen, the magical powers she’s
desperately tried to conceal from her sister take
control, and she flees into the mountains. As a
ferocious winter descends on Arendelle, Anna
sets off on an epic journey to find Elsa and bring
her home - with the help of hardworking ice
harvester Kristoff, his loyal reindeer Sven, and
a happy-go-lucky snowman named Olaf. Full
of magic, humor, and a stunning musical score,
Frozen is a powerful tale of sisterhood, accep-
tance, and finding the real meaning of true love.

Auditions will be held Sunday, Oct. 4, from
2:30-4:30 p.m., and Monday, Oct. 5, from 6:30-
8:30 p.m., at the Congregation Ahavath Achim
(Colchester Synagogue) on 84 Lebanon Ave.
Please prepare 32 bars of a song that showcases
your voice. An accompanist will be provided.
No a cappella or backing tracks, please. Sides

/\ - vAC
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35 Hayward Ave., Colchester, CT 06415 __,

from the show will be available at auditions. All
auditionees should be prepared to move. Please
bring comfortable clothes and appropriate foot-
wear (jazz shoes or sneakers) to learn a brief
dance combination.

To sign up for auditions and receive addition-
al information regarding the musical, please vis-
it www.colchestercommunitytheatre.com. CCT
is seeking a diverse and talented cast ages 16
and up. Young Anna and Young Elsa are open
to performers in Grade 6 and up, while Olaf is
open to performers in Grade 6 through adult.
Please refer to the character breakdown on the
website.

For more information, email info@colches-
tercommunitytheatre.com.

Show dates for this production are Feb. 12, 13
and 14. Anyone who is unable to attend the au-
ditions on the above dates must contact us be-
fore Oct. 4 to make other arrangements.

Garden Club
‘Plants and More Sale’

Colchester Garden Club is having its fourth
annual “Plants and More Sale” on Sunday, Sept.
20, from 9 a.m.-1 p.m., at 35 Hayward Ave.

There will be locally grown perennials, house-
plants, garden tools, handmade gifts, flower
pots, and more. Purchases help the Colchester
Garden Club with its programs including com-
munity beautification, senior center activities,
youth gardening, and public educational pro-
grams.

Deadline Soon
for Golf Classic

The Colchester Hayward Volunteer Fire
Company (CHVFC) annual Golf Classic will be
held Monday, Sept. 21, at Blackledge Country
Club in Hebron - and the deadline to register is
fast approaching.

There will be burgers and dogs for lunch,
steak tips for dinner, a hole-in-one prize, and
raffles.

Golfers must register by Sept. 12, at CHVFC.
org/golf.
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Route

By Toriana Williams

Concerns about safety in the Route 2 con-
struction zones in Colchester gathered town
and state officials to meet and discuss changes
to the current traffic pattern.

The concerns came after a Colchester resi-
dent contacted officials about what the resident
called an “Urgent Safety Crisis” on Route 2. The
complaint focused on lane changes and traffic
patterns in the construction area.

State Rep. Mark DeCaprio (R-48) said his of-
fice, First Selectman Bernie Dennler, the Con-
necticut Department of Transportation and
other government officials received the resi-
dent’s email on Aug. 12.

“T wrote the individual back [that] we would
follow up with the DOT immediately and re-
inforce the urgency of developing a traffic pat-
tern that prioritizes safety and avoids hazardous
conditions,” wrote DeCaprio to the Rivereast.

A virtual meeting was then held on Monday,
Aug. 24 with DOT officials, Dennler, town offi-
cials and Colchester’s resident state trooper, Sgt.
Zachary Cash.

“Problems with the roadway were discussed
in detail,” said DeCaprio.

He said officials did not yet know the exact
number of traffic incidents connected to the
construction area; however, he said there had
been multiple crashes and other “close call” situ-
ations. DeCaprio asked DOT officials to review
the concerns and possible solutions brought up
during the meeting “and come back to the group
with changes to improve the situation and make

AARP Meets Sept. 8

The September meeting of the Colchester-ar-
ea chapter of AARP will be held Tuesday, Sept.
8, t the Colchester Senior Center. The board will
meet in the conference room at noon. Members
will meet in the senior center at 12:30 p.m., and
are asked to bring refreshments to share.

As the chapter renews its meetings in Sep-
tember, the topic will be “Building Bonds: A
Fun Start to Our Year” presented by member
Noreen Bibee. This will be a casual meeting to
learn a little more about each other.

All senijors in Colchester and surrounding
towns are invited to attend.

Police News

8/17: Carlos Matthew Torres, 31, of Colches-
ter, was arrested and charged with third-degree
criminal mischief, disorderly conduct and vio-
lation of protective order, state police said.

8/22: Dean William Molinari, 40, of Salem,
was arrested and charged with operation of a
motor vehicle under the influence of alcohol/
drugs; drinking while driving; traveling too fast
for conditions; illegal tampering with, altering
or bypassing the operation of an ignition inter-
lock device; failure to drive in proper lane; and
operating a motor vehicle with unsafe tires, po-
lice said.

8/23: Ryan Skye Mokrzycki, 22, of Lebanon,
was arrested and charged with second-degree
failure to appear, police said.

Pumpkins & Pooches

to Return

Pumpkins & Pooches, hosted by the Colches-
ter Dog Park, will be held Sunday, Oct. 18, from
11 am.-3 p.m., at Priam Vineyards.

Families, kids and dogs are welcome! There
will be pet-related vendors, raffles, treat bag
decorating, and other activities for the kids,
while supplies last. Dog costume contests will
take place at 2 p.m.

Dogs must be vaccinated and on leashes. No
retractable leashes please.

Organizers are still accepting pet-related ven-
dors. Contact tagnobark@gmail.com for more
information.
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this traffic pattern safer;” he said.

DeCaprio shared he is still waiting for a time-
line from DOT about when officials would re-
spond. Dennler said he also has concerns about
the construction area and lane changes.

“The construction area and confusing lane
changes are a concern for anyone who has
driven through that area,” Dennler wrote to the
Rivereast.

Dennler said he has already contacted DOT
about his concerns, and that he also passed
along concerns he’s received from Colchester
residents.

“While the town cannot control activity on
state roads, we will continue advocating for the
safety of our neighbors and visitors to Colches-
ter;” said Dennler. He added that he will contin-
ue to share information from DOT through his
weekly newsletter on the town website.

CTDOT Said Drivers Must Slow Down

DOT shared with the Rivereast that the goal
of the Route 2 projects is to improve safety and
road conditions in both directions through Col-
chester.

The agency said it is still looking into the
number of crashes that happened in or near the
construction zones since work has begun, and
that they have not yet compared the crash his-
tory with previous years. However, the agency
did provide speed data from its Know the Zone
Work Zone Speed Control Program.

During the warning period from June 1
through June 30, about 34% of vehicles traveling

Vendors Sought
for Fall Fair

Colchester Federated Church’s annual Fall
Vendor Fair will be held Saturday, Nov. 7, from
10 a.m.-2 p.m. - and participants are sought.

This local fair showcases crafters, vendors,
farmers and more. If you would like a table to
sell your goods, reach out to Renee Misbach at
rouillette01@snet.net for more information.

Bible Baptist Church News

Colchester Bible Baptist Church holds Sun-
day School at 9:30 a.m., followed by the Sunday
morning worship service is at 10:30 a.m. There
is also a Sunday evening service at 6 p.m. There
is a Wednesday Evening Prayer Service at 7 p.m.

The church is located at 38 Chestnut Hill Rd.,
and can be reached at 860-537-1050. Pastor
Scott Rosen can be emailed at pastor@colches-
terbible.org, and the church website is www.col-
chesterbible.org.

Christian Life
Chapel News

Christian Life Chapel is located at 392 S. Main
St. For more information, call 860-398-9119 or
email chapel.colchester@yahoo.com. The Rev.
Don Rivers is pastor. All are welcome.

Worship Service: Sundays at 10 am. A
livestream is available on YouTube and Face-
book.

Children’s Worship: Sundays at 10:30 a.m.
Kids learn about Jesus in ageappropriate ways.

Community Bible Study: Wednesdays at 7
p-m. All are invited.

Resident Produces
9/11-Inspired Tribute

Colchester resident Robert Carley has a new
photo exhibit, which will go on display at Slater
Memorial Museum in Norwich on Sept. 12 and
run through early December.

About 150 photos from all over the country
will be displayed, with stories about how Car-
ley located them. For 25 years, Carley has been
chronicling 9/11-inspired flag tributes with his
camera, and has traveled to 46 states.
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westbound on Route 2 in Colchester were driv-
ing above the posted speed limit, according to
DOT. The highest speed recorded was 98 miles
per hour.

DOT said speeding is a problem in Colches-
ter and in work zones across the state.

“What we're seeing in Colchester and work
zones across the state is people are driving far
too fast,” said the agency.

The department pointed to the dangers driv-
ers face in construction areas, including lane
closures, traffic shifts, heavy equipment and
workers near the highway.

“As this work continues, we're reminding the
public of the important role they play in keeping
workers and other drivers safe;” said DOT.

The agency urged drivers to slow down, move
over when required, pay attention, avoid dis-
tractions and drive sober.

“By slowing down, moving over, remaining
vigilant, ditching the distractions and driving
sober, we can prevent crashes and ensure safer
roads for everyone,” said DOT.

2 Safety Concerns Bring Officials Together

DOT Still Looking into Crash Numbers

Officials have asked DOT for more informa-
tion about the crashes in the Route 2 construc-
tion zones. The department said it is are still
looking into how many crashes have happened
and whether they caused injuries, deaths, roll-
overs or long road closures.

The agency also said it is checking how many
crashes have happened while the current lane
patterns were in place, and that they regularly
review safety in their work zones.

“Through these reviews, we ensure proper
signage, pavement markings, traffic drums and
cones, and equipment are in place throughout
the work zone and across the corridor,” said
DOT.

The agency also confirmed that it has heard
concerns from Colchester officials and resi-
dents, and shared that DOT officials have met
with town officials before and are willing to
continue talking with local officials about safety
concerns.

By Toriana Williams

The third time was the charm for the Col-
chester budgets, as voters Tuesday passed the
2026-27 town government and Board of Edu-
cation budgets.

According to unofhicial results, over 3,200
Colchester residents and taxpayers participat-
ed in voting, a similar turnout for the second
referendum.

The proposed town budget garnered the
most support with 1,945 ‘yes’ votes and 1,310
‘no’ votes. The proposed Board of Education
budget received 1,854 ‘yes’ votes and 1,395 ‘no’
votes.

Combined, the budgets total $67.85 mil-
lion, a 3.77% increase from last year’s adopted
budget. The town’s operation budget comes

Budgets Pass at Referendum

to $19.06 million, a 5.38% increase from the
2025-26 town operations spending proposal,
and the BOFE’s budget is $48.79 million, or a
3.16% increase from the 2025-26 budget.

The proposed effective mill rate is 30.43, an
increase of about 1.7%. The Board of Finance
is expected to formally set the mill rate at its
Sept. 9 meeting.

First Selectman Bernie Dennler shared a
quick comment with the Rivereast Wednesday
morning.

“I want to thank everybody who participat-
ed this year,” he said. “We had record turnout
multiple times, and we landed in a better place
because of it

For more on Tuesday’s referendum, see the
Rivereast Facebook page.

5%

ANY ORDER

Dine In or Take Out

Please present coupon when ordering. Excludes Happy Hour.
Not to be combined with any other offers. Valid thru 9/17/2026. <

QUALITY SEAFOOD
Dine In or Take Out
Catering « Gift Certificates

OFF

i)

179 Linwood Ave., Unit #D, Colchester, CT

860'537'6888 Fax 860-537-1678

New Hours: Tues-Thur 11:00AM-9:30PM « Fri-Sun 11:00am-10:00pM « Closed Monday
www.ichibancolchester.com




Page 12

NEWS BULLETIN « September 4, 2026

Portland « Portland « Portland « Portland « Portland  Portland « Portland « Portland « Portland « Portland « Portland « Portland « Portland « Portland  Portland

Priest’s Beloved Dog is Mourned by Community

By Anne Lilburn

You didn’t have to be a member of St. Mary
Church in Portland to know Patsy the Dog. The
beloved Boxer, who passed away last month at
the age of 10, was a familiar face to many in the
community, who would often see him at the
side of his owner, St. Mary’s pastor the Rev. John
Antonelle, as the pair took walks, ran errands
and patronized local businesses.

For those who did attend church at St. Mary,
they likely remember Patsy as a familiar crea-
ture who sometimes lightened the mood by
wriggling into the pews when he wasn’t helping
his human lead Mass and tend to the needs of
his (human) congregation.

Patsy was born Feb. 1, 2016, and first entered
Antonelles life in part because of that date.

At the time, Antonelle, known to his parish as
“Father John,” was the priest at Our Lady Queen
of Peace and the St. Thomas Aquinas Chapel at
the University of Connecticut, and he said his
secretary there suggested he get a dog. At the
time, he said he worried he was too busy to care
for a pet, but “she wore me down,” he said.

Antonelle had always wanted a Boxer puppy.
He liked how they looked, and even remem-
bered one wandering into his yard as a child
growing up in Brooklyn. He said his dad was
cleaning the yard and the dog started tugging
at and playing with the broom, so the family
brought her in and took care of her for a bit.
The family already had a dog, he said, and they
couldn’t care for another, so they found her a
good home, but he remembered her - and his
father’s affection for her - fondly.

Antonelle said his secretary began looking for
Boxer puppies that were available for adoption,
but none quite worked out. Then, one day, she
found a promising lead.

“She said, ‘Oh, look, his birthday is February
Ist,” he said. “She never did that with the other
dogs. That was my father’s birthday, and so it
just caught my attention.”

It was meant to be, he said, and he and the
pup bonded quickly. He named him Pasqual of-
ficially, but his father’s nickname was Patsy, so
the canine Pasqual quickly became Patsy as well.

“We always joked with my father that if he
came back, hed come back as a dog,” he said,
“because he was a dog lover to a fault”

And while Antonelle said he doesn’t actually
believe that his father came back as a dog, he
doesn’t rule out that he was on the receiving end
of a divine message, and was intended to notice
Patsy the dog’s shared birthday with Patsy the
man.

When Antonelle first adopted him, he was
serving at UConn, and he said Patsy got plenty
of extra love from the college students.

“Immediately, the kids loved him, and that’s
why he was so well socialized,” he said, “because

the kids immediately started passing him to one
another, and he just fell into that role. He be-
came like a therapy dog, because freshmen, es-
pecially, would miss their pets, and they would
come and they wanted just pet Patsy and play
with him. ... T used to bring him to the nursing
home, too, with the elderly and all that”

Antonelle came to St. Mary almost six years
ago, during the COVID-19 pandemic, and Patsy
came with him.

“Quickly,” he said, “the parishioners, and the
kids especially, started to love him, and so that
was pretty much the whole thing. Parents would
say that the kids would come now, without a
problem, to church, because theyd see Patsy,
and after the Mass, I'd have a pocket full of
treats, and all the kids would give Patsy a treat.”

Patsy was an important part of holiday cel-
ebrations, wearing bunny ears alongside the
priest for Easter Sunday and dressing in Hal-
loween costumes for trick-or-treat events. He
also posed next to children for their First Com-
munion pictures.

That didn’t mean the dog was always so well-
behaved in church, though. A baby gate, An-
tonelle said, kept Patsy from walking around
during mass, but the dog had learned how to
open it.

“Sometimes he would break out of the baby
gate. He knew how to press it or push it, and
that’s what happened here,” said Antonelle as
he pointed to a photo of Patsy standing next to
him as he led Mass, and then another one where
Patsy had climbed into a pew. When that hap-
pened, he said, everyone would laugh and he
would just go with it.

“I would say, ‘We have an escapee, every-
body,” he said.

And while Patsy may have occasionally stolen
his parishioners’ attention, that wasn’t always
such a bad thing, Antonelle said.

“He would go and walk around the church,
before the Mass,” said Antonelle, “and people
said he would go to them and just let him pet
him, and its like he knew that they needed
something. He had that sense. ... I can't tell you
how many people told me that he would single
them out and go stand by them, let them pet
him”

Antonelle said Patsy helped him with his job,
giving people an opportunity to connect with
him in a way they might not have otherwise.

“He was extremely bright, and he just had a
good sense of people, and what they needed,” he
said.

Antonelle said Patsy had dealt with breed-
specific health problems most of his life, includ-
ing pancreatitis, and he was on a special diet
and receiving regular health care, but his health
took a turn this past year when he began dealing
with a heart arrhythmia that would cause him to
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When St. Mary Church pastor the Rev. John Antonelle lost his beloved dog Patsy

in July, parishioners mourned right along with him. “It just makes me realize how
special he was, and what a big part of this parish, and even my ministry, he was,”

Antonelle said.

lose consciousness.

When he did pass away, on July 20, it was
somewhat sudden, said Antonelle. He said he’s
been consoled by others in the community who
are sharing in his grief.

“You know, we all miss him, and that helped.
Thats comforting to me,” he said. “I know that
I'm not the only one, but that there are other
people grieving the loss of Patsy, you know?
And it just makes me realize how special he was,
and what a big part of this parish, and even my
ministry, he was””

He said he was heartened by small gestures:
An eighth-grade boy, he said, wrote a card tell-
ing him not to worry, because “Jesus was now
petting Patsy” A parishioner told him she had
a dream where Patsy was in heaven, walking
alongside his mother. He gestured to a beaded
bracelet on his wrist, which he said was a gift
from a young family in the parish, with a paw
bead in the middle and brown tiger’s eye beads
on either side. Those beads, he said, were the
same color as Patsy’s eyes.

As a Catholic, Antonelle said he believes that
Patsy is in a better place now, and that he will
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meet him again.

“We believe that everything created by God
has a soul, and is loved by God,” he said, “and
that’s why I always say, ‘Dog spelled backwards
is God, because of that unconditional love, you
know? They are so forgiving. No matter what
you can do to them, they will love you, and so
that’s why I believe that. Everything that God
created is loved by him, and will return to him?”

Antonelle said he could see himself getting
another dog in the future, when the time was
right, but it was hard to think of just yet. He said
he believed he would know when the time was
right. Until then, he said he was comforted to
think that Patsy was at peace.

“[Animals] bring comfort and peace and joy,
as we all are meant to do. They have the same
purpose as we do, I believe, and sometimes they
may be better at it than we are because they’re
less complicated than we are;” he said. “You
know, there’s talk about the Rainbow Bridge and
all that, and I do believe that hell be there. He'll
be there waiting, and so that'll be a joy for both.”

Bereavement
SuPport Group

St. Mary Church, located at 45 Freestone
Ave,, invites all to attend the Bereavement Sup-
port Group. The evening session meets the sec-
ond Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. and the
afternoon session meets the fourth Tuesday at 3
p.m. - both in the church hall.

Call Susan Bongiorno to register at 860-685-
1966.

PHS Class of ‘71 Reunion

The Portland High School Class of 1971 will
hold its 55-year reunion Saturday, Sept. 26,
from 5-9 p.m., at Farrell’s Restaurant, 245 Marl-
borough St.

Cost is $55 per person and includes buffet
dinner and dessert.

Send payment by Sept. 1 to Deb Freitag
(Smithwick), 1 Sunset Terrace, Portland, CT
06480.

For more information, email debbfreitag@
gmail.com or Kathy at kporyanda@gmail.com.

Crafters, Vendors Wanted

Crafters and vendors are wanted for are want-
ed for two events coming up this fall at Trinity
Church, 345 Main St. Space is available for $20
for each event.

The first event is a Fall Craft and Vendor show
on Sept. 19, with spaces located on the field next
to the church. The second event is a Holiday
Craft and Vendor Show on Nov. 21, which will
be held inside the church.

Space is limited for both events. For ad-
ditional information and a registration form,
email carolhill@comcast.net.
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Celebrating National Senior Center Month in Portland

By Sarah Elliott-Caratasios, LMSW

September is National Senior Center Month,
a time to recognize the extraordinary role se-
nior centers play in communities across Con-
necticut and throughout the country.

This year’s national theme, “Happier Birth-
days Happen Here,” may sound at first like it is
about birthday cakes, candles and celebrations.
But its meaning goes much deeper.

A happier birthday represents another year
lived with connection, purpose, independence,
friendship and opportunity. It means not sim-
ply adding years to life, but continuing to find
meaningful ways to live those years. That is why
senior centers truly are at the heart of our com-
munities, helping older adults continue to live,
connect, grow and thrive. That is what today’s
senior centers are all about.

The National Council on Aging describes se-
nior centers as dynamic community hubs that
help older adults remain healthy, connected and
engaged. Nearly 10,000 senior centers across the
country serve approximately one million older
adults, providing everything from wellness and
educational programs to social opportunities,
meals, benefits assistance and connections to
critical resources.

Here in Portland, we see the meaning behind
this year’s theme every day and take great pride
in the community we have built together.

The Portland Senior Center is a place to exer-
cise, learn something new, take a trip, attend a
workshop, enjoy a meal, participate in a support
group or simply sit down with someone and
have a conversation.

But what happens here extends far beyond a
calendar of activities. We connect older adults
and their families with resources and services.
We provide transportation opportunities that
help people remain active and independent.
We offer health and wellness programming,
educational workshops, technology assistance,

Class of ’86 Reunion

The Portland High School Class of 1986 will
hold its 40-Year Reunion Saturday, Oct. 17, at 6
p.m., at Fox on the Green, Portland West Golf
Course, 105 Gospel Lane. Mercy/Xavier/Vinal
alums are also welcome.

Cost is $36/person and includes apps/buftet.
There will be a cash bar.

Send Venmo payment to @rebecca-graves-91.

caregiver support, benefits information, social
activities, day trips, creative programs and op-
portunities to volunteer and give back.

We work alongside community organiza-
tions, health care providers, local leaders and
other partners to bring information and re-
sources directly to the people who need them.

Sometimes the most important thing we pro-
vide is something that cannot be measured on a
calendar at all: belonging.

Someone walks through the doors for the first
time not knowing anyone and eventually finds a
group of friends. Someone who has been spend-
ing too much time alone discovers a weekly pro-
gram that gives them something to look forward
to. A caregiver finds support and realizes there
are resources available to help. Someone learns
about a benefit or service they never knew they
qualified for. A person who thought the senior
center “wasn’t for them” walks in and discovers
just how much is happening inside.

These moments matter.

Across Connecticut, senior centers are doing
this work every day. While every center reflects
the needs and personality of its own communi-
ty, collectively they are helping older adults re-
main engaged, informed, active and connected.

The senior center of today is not simply a place
to go as we age. It is a place to continue growing.
It is a place to learn technology at 75, try some-
thing new at 80, make a new friend at 85, volun-
teer, exercise, travel, create, laugh and continue
contributing to the community at every age.

That is why this year’s theme is so fitting.

“Happier Birthdays Happen Here” reminds
us that aging should not be viewed only through
the lens of what changes or what may be lost. It
should also be about what remains possible.

The National Council on Aging says happier
birthdays are built through connection, pur-
pose, support and community, and senior cen-
ters bring those elements together every day.

National Senior Center Month is also an op-
portunity to challenge outdated ideas about
what a senior center is or who it is for.

If you have never visited your local senior
center because you think you are “too young,’
too active or simply not a “senior center per-
son,” September may be the perfect time to walk
through the doors.

You might be surprised by what you find. You

Portland Library News & Notes

Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has an-
nounced the following events. Registration is
required for all programs unless noted. To
register and for full program descriptions, visit
the calendar of events at www.portlandlibraryct.
org. or call 860-342-6770. The library is also on
Facebook and Instagram.

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m. -
8 p.m.,, - Friday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., - Saturday 10
a.m. - 3 p.m. Holiday Closing: The library will
be closed Saturday, Sept. 5, and Monday, Sept.
7, for Labor Day.

September is Library Card Sign-Up Month
- A Library Card Hits All the Right Notes!:
Visit the library any time in September to sign
up for a library card, or show us your library
card to win a small prize. Did you know that
you can listen to music on Hoopla with your
library card? Ask to hear what PPL is listening
to. Then guess which member of the library staff
is listening to which album to be entered into a
raffle. The winner chooses a book to add to the
library’s collection.

Children’s Programs: Fall Storytimes: Start
the week of Sept. 7. Registration opens Mon-
day, Aug. 31, and space is limited. Preschool
Storytimes (ages 3-5): Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m.
Sept. 8-Oct. 27. Toddlers and Tots Storytime
- Mother Goose on the Loose (ages 0-2):
Wednesdays at 10:15 and 11:15 a.m. Sept.
9-Oct. 28.

Here There Be Dragons!: Thursdays at 3:30
p.m. Sept. 17, 24, Oct. 1, for grades 3-5. Dive
into a world of dragons in this three-week pro-
gram. Create your own dragon eyeballs and
eggs, forge your own weapons to battle some
ferocious dragons in the library, and work to-
gether to escape a dragons lair escape room.
Registration is required and opens on Monday,
Aug. 31, at 10 a.m.

Teen Advisory Board: Monday, Sept. 21: 3:30
p.m., for students in grades six and up. Are you
interested in helping plan programs and pick
out materials for the library? Come for an in-
troductory meeting and let staff know what
you want to see at the library. No registration
required. Snacks will be provided.

Adult Programs: Photo Exhibit Reception
- “Portland x Portland”: Saturday, Sept, 12, 1
p-m. In this special exhibit, 13 Portland photog-

raphers — Susan Anderson, Gabriela Andrew,
Michael Beck, Dan Castelli, Beau Doherty, Chris
Edie, Terry Grady, Chris Graham, Janet Lopes,
Cara Mac, Lucinda Patrick, Sarah Weeden and
Frank Winiski — will offer their perspectives of
their hometown. This reception is sponsored by
the Friends of the Portland Library. The exhibit
will run from Sept. 8 through Oct. 8.

Songs From the Bend in the River: An Un-
told Story of American Music: Wednesday,
Sept. 9, 6:30 p.m. After 30 years of traveling the
world as a musician and songwriter, Portland
native Joe Flood discovered that he shared a
musical lineage with three important 19th cen-
tury songwriters from Middletown: Henry Clay
Work (1832-1884), composer of “Marching
Through Georgia” and “Grandfather’s Clock,
once the most popular song in America; Regi-
nald Dekoven (1859-1920), the first success-
ful American operetta composer; and Edward
Barrett (1817-1914), an Irish immigrant black-
smith and broadside poet who wrote lyrics to
traditional airs. Touching as it does on blackface
minstrelsy as well as the beginnings of Ameri-
can musical theater and the roots of American
folk music, this musical era — largely before the
dawn of recorded music - is little spoken of or
understood today, the library said. In this pre-
sentation, Flood will sing the songs and explain
the context. Registration is requested.

Weekly Knifty Knitters Group: Every Saturday,
10 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Adults of all experience levels
are welcome to drop in, share ideas, get helpful
knitting tips and chat with others who enjoy knit-
ting and crocheting. Note: There is no meeting on
Sept. 5, because the library will be closed.

Movie: Wednesday, Sept. 9, 1 p.m. Devil
Wears Prada 2 (2026; rated PG-13) will be
shown. Run time is 120 minutes.

Book Clubs: Mystery Lovers Book Club:
Tuesday, Sept. 15, 1 p.m. The Maid by Nita
Prose will be discussed. Book Club for Soli-
darity and Community: Saturday, Sept. 26, 1
p.m. This Book Is Anti-Racist by Tiffany Jewell
will be discussed. 1st Thursday Night Book
Club: Thursday, Oct 1, 6:30 p.m. The River We
Remember by William Kent Krueger will be dis-
cussed. Talk About Books: Tuesday, Oct. 6, 1
p-m. Fresh Water for Flowers by Valerie Perrin
will be discussed.

may find exercise and wellness programs, edu-
cational presentations, volunteer opportunities,
support groups, technology assistance, commu-
nity events, creative programs, trips, friendships
and resources you did not even know existed.

More importantly, you may find a commu-
nity.

At the Portland Senior Center, we are incred-
ibly proud to be one small part of a much larger
network of senior centers across Connecticut
doing this important work.

This September, as we celebrate National Se-
nior Center Month, we celebrate far more than
our programs or our building. We celebrate the
people who walk through our doors. We cele-
brate friendships formed, resources discovered,
new experiences shared, independence sup-
ported and lives enriched. We celebrate growing
older while continuing to grow. Because a birth-
day represents another year of life. And when
those years include connection, purpose, laugh-
ter, support and community, they can truly be
happier ones.

Happier Birthdays Happen Here.

And we plan to celebrate all month long!
The Portland Senior Center has lots of special
activities, programs, surprises and opportuni-
ties planned throughout September in honor
of National Senior Center Month. Whether you
are already part of our Senior Center family or
have never walked through our doors before, we
invite you to stop in, join us and see for yourself

what today’s senior center is all about.

There may even be a few surprises along the
way, because after all, what’s a birthday celebra-
tion without a little fun?

As we celebrate National Senior Center
Month, it is also important to remember that
strong senior centers need strong community
support. The programs, transportation, re-
sources, staffing and services that older adults
and their families rely on do not happen with-
out continued investment and advocacy.

We encourage residents to learn about the se-
nior center in their community and understand
the services it provides. Attend local meetings,
stay informed about municipal budgets and
decisions that may impact senior services, ask
questions, speak up and make your voice heard.
When important budget issues affecting your
local senior center come before your commu-
nity, participate in the process and vote.

Advocacy is not only about protecting what
senior centers offer today. It is about making sure
these vital community resources are here for the
generations that will need them tomorrow.

Senior centers serve our parents, grandpar-
ents, neighbors, caregivers, friends and, one
day, they may serve us. Supporting them is an
investment in the health, independence and
well -being of the entire community.

Note: Elliott-Caratasios is senior services ad-
ministrator/municipal agent for the Town of
Portland.

St. Mary Roman Catholic Church, located
at 45 Freestone Ave., invites all to attend its
services and events. For more information,
visit www.stmaryportlandct.org.

Worship: Weekday Masses are Monday and
Tuesday at 8 a.m., and Friday at 12:10 p.m.
Weekend Masses are Saturday at 5 p.m. and
Sunday at 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

Reconciliation: Saturdays between 4 and
4:45 p.m. Call 860-342-2308 to make arrange-
ments. Baptism: Call Sue Ferraiolo at 860-

St. Mary Church News & Notes

342-2308 to make arrangements. Marriages:
Contact the office at 860-342-2328 to make an
appointment with the Rev. John Antonelle.

Holy Hour Benediction: First Friday of ev-
ery month following the 12:10 p.m. Mass.

Blessed Mother Mass: First Saturday of ev-
ery month at 9 a.m.

Hours of Operation: Church hours are 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. daily. Office hours are 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. Monday-Friday.

Labor Day Vacation!
Make sure your vehicle is motoring along!

Schedule your appointment online today
at www.portlandautomotive.com

Stop in today for your

Free Brake Check and overall
vehicle readiness inspection!

$20.00 OFF

TIRES

Offer Ends 9/30/2026

New touchless

robotic tire service

Newly Installed Public
EV Charging Stations!

///PO RTLAND v~ ==

AUTOMOTI VE. INC.
PortlandAutomotive.com

Rte. 66, Portland
860-342-0640

REQ-4-26
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Vocal Chords Seek New Members

The Middlesex Hospital Vocal Chords
(MHVCQ) are searching for men and women to
join the chorus. MHVC said it is especially inter-
ested in expanding alto, tenor and bass sections.

No auditions or prior experience are re-
quired. Rehearsals are Tuesdays, 6:45-9 p.m., at
St. Francis Church’s Msgr. Fox Parish Hall, 10
Elm St., Middletown, as MHVC prepares for its
holiday concert on Sunday, Dec. 6, at 2 p.m., at
Portland High School. New members may join
until Sept. 8.

This community-focused group’s repertoire

includes hits from past and present, along with
classical and patriotic selections. The group cur-
rently has around 90 members; you do not need
any affiliation with Middlesex Health to become
a member.

Concert proceeds and funds from MHVC’s
annual Patron Drive go back to the community
through scholarships awarded to Middlesex
County seniors who plan to study nursing or
music. For more information, visit vocalcho-
rds20.org or call 860-342-3120. You can also find
the Vocal Chords on YouTube and Facebook.

Zion Lutheran News & Notes

Zion Lutheran Church is located at 183 Wil-
liam St. All are invited to participate in worship.
Sara Stall-Ryan is pastor.

Worship Notes: Zion offers Sunday worship
each week at 9 a.m. Zion holds worship service
outside once each month, weather permitting.
The next outdoor service is scheduled for Sept.
27. Bring a comfortable chair. All are welcome.

Learning: Sunday School for children ages 3
through 8th grade will be on hiatus for the sum-
mer and resume in the fall.

Men’s Ministry: Zion is initiating a Men’s
Group that will discuss and work on church
projects and service projects around town. Call

Jerry Peuse at 860-894-2880 for more details.

Year-Round Giving: Pull tabs are collected
year-round and donated to the Ronald McDon-
ald “House that Love Built,” supporting families
with seriously ill children. Zion recycles com-
puter ink cartridges to support office supplies
for Sunny Hill Preschool and Zion. Pull tabs
and used ink cartridges may be dropped off at
the church on Sunday morning, or by calling
the church office.

For more information about any church ac-
tivities, or if you are in need of pastoral assis-
tance, call 860-342-2860, email zion.lutheran@
snet.net, or visit zionlutheranportland.org.

Community Stroke Education Class

There will be a Community Stroke Education
Class, presented by Middlesex Health in part-
nership with the Portland Fire Department, on
Thursday, Sept. 10, at 7 p.m., at Portland Fire
Department Company No. 2, 594 Main St.

Join Ryan Snow, Middlesex Health Commu-
nity Stroke Educator, along with Portland Fire
Department members, for an informational ses-
sion on what you need to know about strokes.
Learn signs and symptoms, risk factors and

preventative measures, and learn background
on emergency medical services, the emergency
department and in-patient care.

This informational session will be followed
by a Q&A session with both Snow and the fire
department personnel.

The class is open to the public, and no RSVP
is needed.

For more information, email Snow at ryan.
snow@midhosp.org.

Public School Preschool Screening

Connecticut public schools are responsible
for identifying children who are eligible to re-
ceive special education services. Valley View
School in Portland will conduct a preschool
screening on

Friday, Sept. 11, for children ages 3 to 4 years.

The screening is designed to answer any ques-
tions or concerns about a child’s development as
well as identifying children who may be eligible
for the preschool selection process.

During the screening your child will meet
with members from our preschool team and
participate in a variety of activities. These activi-
ties assess different developmental areas includ-

ing cognition, communication, fine and gross
motor skills, and social interaction. During this
time, the parent/caregiver will meet with anoth-
er member of the team to discuss your child’s
adaptive and personal social skills.

Following the screening, you will receive a
letter stating your child’s result.

In order for your child to attend Valley View
preschool program, they must participate in the
screening process. Peer role models are deter-
mined on a year-to-year basis.

For more information and to schedule an ap-
pointment, call Valley View School at 860-342-
3131.

A Combination of Traditional Care
and Modern Technology to Provide
You the Best Dentistry

Amita Aggarwal, D.M.D

Family & Cosmetic Dentistry
322 Main St., Portland, CT

(Conveniently located next to Post Office)
860-342-3303
New Patients Are Welcome

Quality care in a comforting & understanding atmosphere
Specializing in all phases of general and cosmetic dentistry

YOUR SMILE IS OUR PRIORITY!

LIKE
US ON
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin

Zion Lutheran Church is sponsoring a five-
day/four-night trip to Lancaster, Pa., Nov. 2-6;
please note the trip dates have changed.

Travelers will receive admission to the Sight
and Sound Millennium Theater to experience
their Joshua; a show at the Magic & Wonder
Theater; the Amish Experience Fisher fam-
ily homestead and school; and Jacobs Choice
at the F/X theater. Also included is a guided
tour of Philadelphia; a guided tour of Lancast-
er; and a visit to the charming Kitchen Kettle

Zion Offering Lancaster Trip

Village.

The trip includes travel on a deluxe video-
equipped motorcoach with restroom, four
dinners, four breakfasts, and four nights lodg-
ing in a single hotel.

Cost of this trip is $765 per person double
occupancy ($934 pp single or $745 pp triple
occupancy). A $75 deposit is due by Aug. 31;
with the balance due by Sept. 21.

For details & reservations, please contact
Barbara Shaw at 860-262-3531.

Senior Center News & Notes

The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Av-
enue, announces the following. Registration
is required for all programs unless noted;
for more information or to register, call 860-
342-6761. Senior center hours are Monday-
Thursday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Friday, 9 a.m. to
noon. Visit www.portlandct.org/senior-services
for more information, including a calendar of
events.

Food Bank: Open at the senior center on
Mondays and Thursdays from 9 a.m.-noon.
Donations welcome, but please only leave dona-
tions during Food Bank hours.

Mobile Food Pantry: The Food Share Mo-
bile Pantry comes to the Food Bank every other
Monday. The senior center will be closed Labor
Day, Sept. 7, so the next Mobile Pantry date is
Sept. 21.

Weekly Programs: Monday, 9/7: The senior
center will be closed for the Labor Day holiday.

Tuesday, 9/8: Bears on a Journey, 9:30-11
a.m. — help make fleece teddy bears for cancer
patients. Also, donations of light fleece (one
yard or more) are sought for making teddy bears
for cancer patients throughout Connecticut. To
donate, call 860-342-0809; Congregate Meal,
noon. Menu: Greek chicken breast, tomato cu-
cumber salad, barley pilaf, tzatziki sauce, milk,
mixed fruit cup. Coupons for Troops, 1-4 p.m.;
Setback, 1 p.m.; SyncoCize II, 5-6 p.m., fee is
donation to instructor.

Wednesday, 9/9: Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30
a.m.; Chair Yoga with Gia, 10:30-11:15 p.m.,,
fee is a $5 donation to instructor.

Thursday, 9/10: Seated Stretch & Tone,
9:30 a.m.; Knit & Stitch, 10 a.m.; Congregate
Meal, noon - $3 suggested donation (must fill
out form). Menu: beef stroganoff, egg noodles,
mixed veggies, cheddar biscuit, string cheese,
apple; Mah Jongg, 12:30 p.m.; Scrabble, 1 p.m.

Friday, 9/11: Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30
a.m.; Chair Yoga with Gia, 10:30 - 11:15 a.m,,
fee is a $5 donation to instructor.

Special Events: Unless noted, registration is
required for all programs. Also, unless noted,
all programs are free.

Note: There will be no blood pressure clinic
or health chat in September.

Wednesday, Sept. 9: Shoreline Trolley Muse-
um, 9 a.m.-noon. Ride on the historic Portland
Car 2350, view Osprey nest, and travel along the
shoreline. Lunch (pizza) will be delivered. Cost
(including lunch) is $13, plus a $5 ride fee.

Thursday, Sept. 10: The Wall That Heals, 10
a.m.-2 p.m. Visit The Wall That Heals, a three-
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Gotta’s Farm
< Route 17, Portland
(860) 342-1844

Hours: 8:00 am - 6:00 pm Daily

QP Farm Market
Rt. 66, Portland

(860) 342-5030

Hours: 8:00 am - 6:30 pm Daily

HOT APPLE FRITTERS
ON THE WEEKENDS!

Gotta's own homegrown native fruits and vegetables
picked fresh daily available at both farm stands!l We

3 A=

GOMPLE
SERVICE AND AUTO REPAIR
e Domestic
e Standard
e Automatic
Cars

e Light Trucks
e 4x4

PORTLAND
TRANSMISSION

25 SILVER STREET, PORTLAND
860-342-4273

have native butter & sugar corn, silver queen corn, honey
select corn, green beans, yellow beans, yellow and green
squash, sweet and hot peppers, cukes, pickles, eggplant,
we also have Honey Crisp, Macintosh, Red Free, Paula
Red, Gala and Ginger Gold apples. Half bushels of sweet
peppers and hot peppers along with native tomatoes.

Pick Your Own Peaches And Apples
Daily 9am-5pm

MUMS
HAVE ARRIVED!

Pies, breads and desserts baked fresh
in our farm stand bakery.

Visit our website at www.gottasfarm.com
If It's From Gotta's — It's Gotta Be Good!
Growers of Quality Plants for Four Generations.
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quarter scale replica of the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial in Washington, D.C. Leave the Senior
Center at 10 a.m. to visit the memorial, followed
by lunch at The Broken Crust. Cost is a $5 ride
fee. Pay for your own lunch. Rain date: Sept. 11.

Thursday, Sept. 10: Community Quilters’
Group, 7-9 p.m. This is a group dedicated to the
art of quilting and passing on the knowledge of
this art. All skill levels and ages welcome. No
registration required, but must fill out senior
center membership form before joining group.

Friday, Sept. 11: Family History Research,
10:30 a.m.-noon. Ken Doney is back to show
you how to research your own family history.

Monday, Sept. 14: Cooking for One with
Chef Marilyn McGrath, 11:45 a.m.-1 p.m. En-
hance your cooking skills, enjoy social interac-
tion, learn how to maximize food budget and
learn how to reduce food waste. Don't forget to
bring a take-home container. Space is limited.
Class cost: $10. Call 860-342-6761 to sign up or
go to MyActiveCenter.com.

Monday, Sept. 14: Bloom Therapeutic Plant
& Nature Program — Herbal Salts Workshop, 1
p.m. Registration required.

Tuesday, Sept. 15: Watercolor Painting
Classes with Bivenne Staiger, 9:30 a.m.-noon.
A new six-week session starts. Make payment
to instructor. Contact bivenne@yahoo.com for
more information.

Wednesday, Sept. 16: 2026 Southeast
Healthy Living Expo, 9 a.m.-1:30 p.m., at Dodd
Stadium in Norwich. Sponsored by Senior Re-
sources Agency on Aging. There is a $5 ride fee.
To sign up, call 860-342-6761 or sign up online
at MyActiveCenter.com.

Thursday, Sept. 17: Sweet Treats and Conver-
sation with Community Leaders, 1 p.m. Speaker
to be determined.

Monday, Sept. 21: Veterans' Benefits Work-
shop, 10 a.m.-noon. Learn about programs
and services offered to veterans and surviving
spouses.

Medical Rides: The center offers ADA-acces-
sible transportation for seniors to medical rides,
on a first-come, first-served basis. The fee is $5/
person, round trip. Please give at least a two-
week notice.

Foot Care: The center is taking appointments
for a Foot Clinic with Stacey Cormier, RN; ser-
vices starting at $35. Call to register and for
more information.

Massage by Joan: Thursdays and Fridays, by
appointment only. Call Joan at 860-301-6507.

Hair by Jessica: By appointment only. Call
Jessica at 860-751-9215.

Kindergarten Registration

Valley View School is holding kindergarten
registration for the 2026-27 school year.

Parents/guardians whose children will be five
years of age on or before Sept. 1, 2026, should:
contact Valley View School at kregistration@
portlandct.us to indicate if you will be regis-
tering your child for kindergarten. Please pro-
vide your child’s full name, date of birth, phone
number, address, and parent’s names.

Further information regarding kindergarten

registration will be provided once you contact
the school.

First Congregational
Church News

All are welcome to First Congregational
Church, 554 Main St., for worship each Sunday.
Pastor is the Rev. Judith Meyers. This weeks ser-
mon title is “Due Process.”

Sunday Worship: Worship starts at 9:30 a.m.
Fellowship Hour to follow.

Sunday School: Sunday School for children
ages K-8th grade is provided.

Year-Round Giving: Neighbors in Need
collects donations for the Portland Food Bank.
Items needed are canned soups, beans, Chef
Boyardee items, peanut butter, protein bars,
canned protiens, individual snacks, fruit cups
and juice boxes.

For more information about church services
or activities, go to firstchurchportlandct.org or
call 860-342-3244.
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This September marks the 25th anniversary
of the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. To
mark this significant anniversary, members of
the community are invited to attend A Service
of Prayer, Remembrance, and Hope at First
Congregational Church of Portland, located at
554 Main St., at 7 p.m. Friday, Sept. 11.

This multifaith service will include prayers

Portland Remembers Sept. 11

and readings from several religious tradi-
tions, inspiring music, moments of silence,
and reflections from community leaders. To-
gether, participants will remember those who
died, acknowledge the sacrifices made by so
many in the aftermath of the attacks, and of-
fer prayers for healing and hope.

Program on Invasive Plants

There will be a presentation on Invasive
Plants in Connecticut on Wednesday, Sept. 30,
from 6:30-8 p.m., in the Mary Flood Room at
Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave.

Rose Hiskes, the co-chair of the Connecti-
cut Invasive Plant Working Group, will share
information on current invasive plants found
in Connecticut. The presentation will include

information on how we can identify the plants
and what steps we should take to mitigate their
role in our gardens and community.

This event is sponsored by the Portland River
Valley Garden Club and light refreshments will
be served. This event is open to the public, so
register through the library’s website, at www.
portlandlibraryct.org.

Parks and Rec. News & Notes

Portland Parks and Recreation offers various
programs for adults and children. For a com-
plete list, full course descriptions and costs, or
to register, visit portland.recdesk.com or call
860-342-6757. Advanced registration is re-
quired for all programs.

Come on Over 5K: Saturday, Sept. 26, 10
a.m., at Riverfront Park.

USTA Youth Tennis Lessons Fall (Grades
1-8): Tuesdays and Thursdays, Sept. 8-Oct. 20, at
the Portland High School tennis courts. Grades
1-2 meet from 5:30-6:30 p.m. and 6:30-7:30 p.m.
All players in their first session receive and keep
a new age-appropriate racquet and ball.

Junior Golf (Grades K-8): Grades K-2 and
3-5 clinics are held Mondays, Sept. 7-28, from
4-5 p.m. and 5:15-6:15 p.m. Grades 6-8 clin-
ics are held Tuesdays, Sept 8-29, from 4-5 p.m.
Clinics held at Portland West Golf Course.

Ladies Golf: Tuesdays, Sept. 8-Oct. 6, 5:15-
6:15 p.m., at Portland West Golf Course.

First Aid, CPR & AED Certification Course:
Monday, Sept. 28, 5:30-8:30 p.m., at Buck-Fore-

man Community Center.

Kids’ Blast: This is an afterschool (3-6 p.m.)
childcare program available to students enrolled
in grades K-6 in the Portland Public School Sys-
tem. Membership registration is open for the
2026-27 school year.

Kids’ Blast Jr.: Wednesdays, Thursdays and
Fridays at 9 a.m. at the Buck-Foreman Commu-
nity Center. Kids’ Blast Jr. is a school readiness
program open to children ages 3 to 5 1/2 (or
entering kindergarten). Led by Summer Quest
Kiddie Camp Director Darcy Parmelee, kids
will enjoy mornings of themed games, crafts,
and age-appropriate activities.

Tai Chi for Long Life: Wednesdays, 9:30-
10:15 a.m., or Saturdays, 10:30-11:15 a.m., at
Riverfront Park.

Bench and Tree Donation Program: Parks
and Recreation is accepting donations for
benches and trees at the Portland Recreational
Complex. If youre interested in dedicating a
bench or tree, call Andy for more information
at 860-342-6757.

Fall Soccer Registration Open

Portland Soccer Club has announced fall
2026 registration for the Rec Season is open.

Players will be grouped according to birth-
days on or after Aug. 1 of each year with kids
born up to July 31 of the following year. When
you log in at clubs.bluesombrero.com/portland-
soccerclub, the registration system will ask for
your player’s information, including birthdate.

Register by Monday, Sept. 7. Cost is $75. Late
registrations are subject to a late fee. Each Drib-
bler and Kicker player will receive a team jersey.
Each Pre-K player will receive a jersey and a
size-3 ball. The season is from September to Oc-
tober. All games are Saturday mornings at the
Portland Recreational Complex. Kickers have

Residents Graduate

Portland residents Giuliana Discenza and
Jenna Randazzo graduated in May from the
University of Rhode Island.

Discenza graduated with a Bachelor of Arts
degree in political science and a Bachelor of Sci-
ence Business Administration degree in supply
chain management. Randazzo graduated with a
Bachelor of Science in Business Administration
degree in marketing.

Land Record
Fraud Alert System

The Portland town clerKs office reminds
property owners that they can sign up for a free
land record fraud alert.

With Fraud Alert, you can receive an email
alert whenever a document, such as a deed,
mortgage or lien is recorded under your name.

an additional practice on Wednesdays.

Players will be groups by birthdate: U4:
8/1/2022 to 7/31/2023 (PreK); U5: 8/1/2021
to 7/31/2022 (Dribblers); U6: 8/1/2020 to
7/31/2021 (Dribblers); U7: 8/1/2019 to
7/31/2020 (Kickers); U8: 8/1/2018 to 7/31/2019
(Kickers).

Financial assistance is available on a limited
basis.

For additional questions, contact Chad Wil-
son (president) at nosliw.dahc@gmail.com;
Chris Donahue (recreational director) at Dona-
huecj@sbcglobal.net; or Jeffrey LaBonte (assist-
ing with registrations) at 714jrl@gmail.com.

Senior Mixed Golf League
The six-week 2026 Fall Tuesday Morning Se-
nior Mixed Golf League starts Tuesday, Sept. 8,
at Portland West Golf Course. All skill levels,
and all seniors from the Rivereast towns, are
welcome to join.
Email Jack Anderson at jackande52@aol.com
for more information.

Little League

Golf Tournament
Portland Little League will hold its annual
Golf Tournament Friday, Sept. 25, at Portland
Golf Course.
Sponsorships are available and raffle prize do-
nations are welcome.
For more details, visit tinyurl.com/pllgolf.

President’s List
Caitlin Walsh of Portland made the spring

HEST IN SHOW
£
POTLOS VRN TR
b A TRECE

Best in Show Portland Exchange member Iamle Leonard (left) presents Lleuten—
ant Andy Ariza with the Best in Show award at the Exchange’s recent Touch A Truck
event. Those who attended the event voted for the favorite vehicle. Proceeds from this
year’s event will support the creation of a “Championship” sign honoring Portland
High School’s State Championship teams. Over the past decade-and in earlier years.
This sign will celebrate those achievements and will be installed beside the “Welcome
to Historic Portland” brownstone as visitors enter town from the bridge.

Zion Lutheran Church invites the commu-
nity to attend an outdoor service of remem-
brance on the morning of Friday, Sept. 11, to
mark the 25th anniversary of the terrorist at-
tacks of Sept. 11, 2001.

The lowering of the American flag to half-
staff, prayers, readings, bell-tolling, candle-
lighting and classic rock songs will follow the
timeline of the attacks.

The service begins at 8:30 a.m. and ends at

9/11 Morning Service of Remembrance

10:10 a.m., with one intermission. Chairs and
water will be provided. In the case of rain,
the service will be held inside in the Fellow-
ship Hall.

After the service, the church sanctuary will
be open for prayer and reflection through
11:00 a.m.

The church is located at 183 William St. All
are asked to park in the front parking lot.

The Great Portland Scarecrow Contest

The Portland River Valley Garden Club is
sponsoring a Scarecrow Contest at this year’s
Portland Fair.

Whether your scarecrow is funny, spooky,
whimsical, patriotic, harvest-themed, or com-
pletely one-of-a-kind, visitors to the fair will
vote for their favorite scarecrow. The top entries
will win cash prizes: first prize is $100, second
prize is $50, and third prize is $25.

Gather your straw, flannel, overalls, and cre-

ativity, then bring your best scarecrow to the
fair. Drop-off is Thursday, Oct. 1, between 5
p.m. and 7 p.m. Pickup is Sunday, Oct. 4, at 5
p.m. Scarecrows must be able to stand or be se-
cured to the ground.

Visit either the Portland River Valley Garden
Club or the Portland CT Community pages on
Facebook for more information and to fill out a
registration form.

Volunteers Needed for Wellness Expo

The Portland Waverly Senior Center is look-
ing for volunteers to help at its upcoming Well-
ness Expo, which will be held Wednesday, Oct.
21, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., at the center.

Volunteers will serve as greeters at entrances,
welcome attendees, and help make sure every-
one signs in as they arrive.

You will not need to volunteer for the entire

[ HAPPY|

LARH

event. Organizers plan to break the day into
shorter shifts so that volunteers will also have
plenty of time to walk around, visit the vendors,
and enjoy everything the Wellness Expo has to
offer.

If you would like to volunteer for a shift, call
the senior center at 860-342-6761 to sign up or
stop in the office, at 7 Waverly Ave.

BUYING GOLD

AND OLD COINS/CURRENCY/JEWELRY
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By Anne Lilburn
On Wednesday, Aug. 26, literally the day be-
fore students returned to school, East Hampton
residents voted for the fourth time on the town’s
education budget - and it finally passed.

The town reported that the unofficial results
stood at 1,460 ‘yes’ votes to 1,285 ‘no’ votes. At
2,745 voters, the turnout was higher than the
previous referendum’s 2,652 voters.

The budget, weighing in at $39,500,937, was
the same number that had been considered
(and rejected by just 32 votes) at the third ref-
erendum on Aug. 5, but also marked a $600,000
cut from the Board of Education’s originally
proposed 2026-27 budget.

The successful passage of the budget marks
the end to what had been a roller coaster ride
of a budget season for the town - in a year
that included a challenging property revalua-
tion that hit low-to-mid range property values
particularly hard. The general town operations
spending package didn’t pass until the third try
in early August.

After the second referendum, the school dis-
trict had announced cuts to several staff posi-
tions and programs, including the district’s

Smart Start preschool and middle school sports.
Both of those programs, whose loss provoked
community outcry, were later restored after
funding came through in unanticipated ways:
the Smart Start program through additional
state funding to now cover its entire cost, and
middle school sports through community-level
donations.

Board of Education Chair Nancy Kohler de-
scribed her feeling as one of relief.

“It was a very long and difficult summer for
everyone involved in the budget process,” she
said. “And while we are relieved, it is hard to feel
like this was a victory. Over the past two years,
the district has lost over $2 million in programs
and services that were valuable and meaningful
to our students and families. It is a challenge
that will be difficult for us to overcome moving
forward”

Kohler said she was “hopeful that the com-
munity will come together and future budget
deliberations will result in more favorable out-
comes and we will be able to restore some of
what has been lost”

In a Facebook post, the Democratic Town

EHHS Class of ‘76 Reunion

The East Hampton High School Class of 1976
will hold its 50th Class Reunion Saturday, Sept.
19, from 5-10 p.m., at Campagna Restaurant,
151 Marlborough St. in Portland. This is the old
Brownstone Restaurant where the Class of 76
celebrated Senior Class Night!

Cost is $45 per person and includes a buffet
dinner and dessert. There is a cash bar. Guests
are welcome; however, payment cannot be re-

ceived at the door the night of the event.

Send your RSVP to Cheryl (Edwards) Ran-
dino at ehhs1976@gmail.com. Payments must
be received by Sept. 9. PayPal or Venmo are
accepted to the above email address, or send a
check payable to Cheryl E. Randino, 56 Garnet
Ridge Drive, Tolland, CT 06084.

Also, all attendees are asked to notify Ran-
dino of any dietary restrictions.

Lake Friends Wine-Tasting Fundraiser

The Friends of Lake Pocotopaug (FOLP)
will hold its annual Wine-Tasting Fundraiser
on Sunday, Sept. 13, from 1-4 p.m., on Laurel
Island. Proceeds from the event will support
FOLP’s projects and ongoing efforts to preserve
and improve Lake Pocotopaug.

Tickets are $50 per person and include
round-trip boat transportation to Laurel Island,
wine tasting, limited beer tasting, a souvenir
glass and a light snack. Soda will also be avail-
able for non-drinkers.

Guests are invited to relax and explore the
island. A teacup raffle will feature a variety of
prizes. Jack Solomon will be available to answer
questions about the history of Laurel Island, and
arepresentative from the Lake Commission will
be on hand to discuss Lake Pocotopaug and an-

Lions Club
Scholarship Raflle

The East Hampton Lions Club is conduct-
ing a raffle to support its annual scholarship
program. The club each year offers four $1,500
awards to East Hampton graduating students.

The raffle offers a $2,026 grand prize this
year. First prize is $226, with two winners, sec-
ond prize is $156 with two winners, and third
prize is $56 with two winners. Winners of the
first, second and third prizes are reentered for
the grand prize drawing. Seven hundred total
tickets will be sold.

The drawing will take place Saturday, Oct. 24,
at 2:26 p.m., at the Lions Picnic Pavillion, 62 N.
Main St. Winners need not be present.

For more information or tickets, call Lion
Tom Denman at 860-519-4951.

swer questions.

Boat transportation will run continuously
from 1-4 p.m., departing from Ace Marine East
LLC at 70 North Main St. Event parking will be
available at Sears Park.

Outside food and alcohol are not permitted.
Smoking is prohibited, and private boats will
not be allowed to dock on the island. The event
will be held rain or shine.

A limited number of tickets are available and
may be purchased in advance or at the dock,
subject to availability. Tickets are also available
from any FOLP member.

For tickets, contact Kevin Kuhr at 860-395-
7548. For additional information, visit Friends
of Lake Pocotopaug on Facebook.

Class of ’56 Reunion

The East Hampton High School Class of 1956
will celebrate its 70th Class Reunion on Thurs-
day, Sept. 17, from 12:30-4 p.m., at The Dublin,
at 42 East High St.

As usual, order off the menu and pay as you go.

Call Joan {Avery} Measimer at 860-788-7198
for more information or to make reservations.

EHHS Class of ‘67

Reunion
Members of the East Hampton High School
Class of 1967, take note! The ’67 Bellringers will
get together Saturday, Sept. 12, from 2-5 p.m.,
at the Dublin. As usual, order off the menu and

pay as you go.
Call or text 860-682-2067 to reserve your
spot.

Family Friendly Dentist for Adults & Kids
Gentle, Convenient & Affordable

Meet Our Dentist:
Dr. Vijaya Canakala

WE ARE NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

Schedule your
appointment at:

« Implants, Porcelain Crowns &
Bridges, White Fillings

« Cosmetic Dentistry, Teeth Whitening,
Extractions, Dentures

« Modern Technology (Digital X-rays,
Intraoral Cameras)

Preventive & Conservative Treatment
« Open Evenings for Convenience
Emergency Same Day Appointments
Flexible Payment Options

860-267-9904

41 West High Street, East Hampton, CT 06424
www.EastHamptonFamilyDental.com

« Personalized Dental Care

Committee, which had supported the budget
and encouraged a yes vote, thanked voters for
turning out to support the budget.

“Thank you to everyone who came out and
voted yes,” they wrote. “This budget season was
a slog but now we can move forward and do
the best for our town and our schools. There is
plenty of work to be done to continue to serve
our constituents. We welcome the conversation
and input from all sides. Strong communities
are built on strong ideas, even those that may
civilly disagree. Let’s be the example we want for
our families, taxpayers, and neighbors”

On the other side, the town’s Republican
Town Committee, which had advocated for a
no vote, also claimed victory.

“This budget cycle was a victory for taxpay-
ers, the committee wrote on its official Face-
book page. “Voting NO prevented major in-
creases to the Town Government and Board of
Education budgets, reducing overall spending

Budget Passes on Eve of New School Year

by $2,289,938. ... This outcome was only pos-
sible through the participation of active and en-
gaged voters. Thank you for your efforts”

Meanwhile, the school year began in East
Hampton, with both students and faculty re-
turning to the classroom with the budgetary
drama behind them, but still fresh. The district
officially revealed its theme for the new year,
“East Hampton Public Schools: The Heart of
the Community” and announced a renewed
partnership with the Middlesex County United
Way.

The return of students marked a return to the
routine of the school year and the business of
educating young people, said Kohler.

“The excitement and renewed energy of a new
school year are a reminder of why we do what
we do,” she said. “While the next budget cycle
is already underway, we will continue to focus
on our students and on making East Hampton
Public Schools the best that they can be”

Independent Party Endorses Ziobron

The Independent Party of Connecticut has
endorsed Republican Melissa Ziobron of East
Haddam for state representative in Connecti-
cut’s 34th House District.

The 34th District covers East Haddam, East
Hampton and part of Salem. Ziobron previously
served in the same seat from 2013-19.

The Independent Party of Connecticut said it
believes Ziobron’s leadership and commitment
to the residents of the 34th District make her an
excellent choice for state representative.

“The Independent Party of Connecticut is
pleased to endorse Melissa Ziobron,” said Lance
Lusignan, authorized agent for the Independent
Party of Connecticut. “Melissa understands that
Connecticut residents want leaders who will lis-
ten to them, work across party lines, and focus
on results rather than political rhetoric. We be-
lieve she will bring a strong voice for the people
of the 34th District to Hartford”

Ziobron said she was honored to receive the
endorsement.

“I'm honored to have the endorsement of the
Independent Party of Connecticut,” said Zio-
bron. “What I appreciate most about this party
is their commitment to good governance, vi-
brant debate and an informed electorate. That’s
the approach I've brought to public service for
over 20 years, and it means a great deal that they
continue to see me as someone committed to
these principles. The people of the 34th District
want results, and that’s what I intend to deliver”

The Independent Party has continued to ex-
pand its presence across Connecticut by sup-
porting candidates who are willing to put their
constituents and communities ahead of partisan

Ziobron

politics.

"Our goal is simple: bring more common
sense, accountability, transparency, and inde-
pendent thinking to Connecticut government,”
Lusignan said. “Melissa Ziobron represents the
type of candidate we believe can make a differ-
ence in Hartford”

The Independent Party looks forward to
working with Melissa Ziobron throughout the
campaign and, if elected, with her as she repre-
sents the residents of the 34th District.

Praise Worship at the Fair

Haddam Neck Covenant Church will host
Sunday morning contemporary praise worship at
the bandstand at the Haddam Neck Fair on Sept.
6 at 11 a.m. Music will be provided by the HNCC
choir, accompanied by Jan Ulanowicz on key-
board, Wayne Visintainer on bass guitar, Frank
Natter on guitar and Matt Seymour on drums.

Also, at the fair, all are invited to the HNCC

barbecue pit for the church’s famous barbecue
chicken with fresh locally-grown corn on the cob.
A portion of the proceeds support charities and
mission work.

Haddam Neck Covenant Church is located
at 17 Haddam Neck Rd., the road to the Fair-
grounds. For more information, visit www.hn-
covenantchurch.org.

Haddam Neck Covenant Church News

Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at
17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton, invites
all to in-person and online worship Sundays at
9 a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger. Refresh-
ments are served after the service.

Men’s Group: The Men’s Breakfast Bible
Study will meet at the church on Wednesday,
Sept. 9, from 7-8 a.m., to share scripture around
what the Bible says about being a man at home,
at work and in life. There will be coffee, pastries
and conversation.

Ladies’ Fellowship: Will meet on Thursday,
Sept. 10, from 1-3 p.m., at Mary’s house.

RE3-26-21

STARR AUTO

Collision & Auto Body Repair

3 Generations of Service in East Hampton

We work directly with your insurance company.
Call owner Victor Biondi for a free estimate or more info.

860-267-4225 OR 860-808-9191
2 Starr Place, East Hampton, CT
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Chicken Barbecue: All are invited to join the
church at the Haddam Neck Fair, Sept. 4-7, for
HNCC’s famous barbecued chicken.

Children’s Coat Drive: Foster children who
enter the foster care system need warm winter
coats. The church is collecting new winter coats
for babies through teenagers up to Sunday, Sept.
27, for the Norwich office of the Department of
Children and Families.

Children’s Ministry: Children’s Ministry, for
children in kindergarten through fifth grade,
is held in Fellowship Hall during worship. The
theme is “Friends with God” and is taught
through Bible stories where the characters are
friends with God. A toddler nursery is also
available. All are welcome.

Vocal Choir: Rehearsals will resume in the
fall, on Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. New members
welcome.

Adult Bible Study: Sundays at 10:15 a.m,,
though its on hiatus for the summer. The next
study will resume in the fall.

Office Info: The office can be reached at 860-
267-2336; hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 8
a.m. to 4 p.m. The church website is www.hn-
covenantchurch.org.

Resident Graduates
Morgan Garcia of East Hampton graduated
in May from the University of Rhode Island,
with a Bachelor of Arts degree in elementary
education.
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By Anne Lilburn
Lake Pocotopaug closed to the public for

swimming last week, due to a challenging algae

bloom that could threaten people’s health.

The town’s Parks and Recreation Department
announced the closure of the swim area on Fri-
day, Aug. 28. As of press time Wednesday, Sept.
2, the swim area was still closed.

Chatham Health District, which regularly
monitors the lake’s water quality, said in its Aug.
28 report that “visual observations for Cyano-
bacteria were taken at Sears Park and the adja-
cent property this morning. Water conditions
in the public swim area and adjacent properties
were poor. Dense bright green surface accumu-
lations covered the entirety of the public swim
area and adjacent properties.

The department noted that “cyanobacteria
may submerge into the water column and di-
minish the density of the surface accumulations,
[but] the risk posed to swimmers remains high”

Cyanobacteria, also known as blue-green al-
gae, occur naturally in Connecticut lakes and
ponds, according to the state’s Department of
Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP)
website. The algae are photosynthetic, using
sunlight to produce their own food, and, when
under control, are an important part of aquatic
ecosystems, according to the Environmental

Protection Agency (EPA). However, when they
grow rapidly, in a so-called “bloom,” they can
release toxins that are harmful to humans and
animals.

Cyanobacteria “thrive in warm, slow-moving
water;” like lakes in summer, according to the
EPA, and their harmful blooms tend to occur
when water temperatures are warmer. Because
cyanobacteria absorb sunlight and release heat,
they can make water temperatures even warmer,
starting a cycle that favors their further growth.

Cyanobacteria can migrate up and down the
water column, getting nutrients from the deeper,
darker layers and then using them to grow in the
upper layers where there is more light, according
to the EPA. That’s why the town’s Conservation
and Lake Commission has been working to re-
duce the nutrients that enter the lake, including
from fertilizers used on lawns that then run off
into the watershed when it rains.

“The algae challenges and Sears Park closure
we're seeing are a reminder that protecting Lake
Pocotopaug is a year-round effort,” said the
town’s Lake Commission in a Facebook post.
“There is no single fix. A healthier lake comes
from thousands of choices and decisions in the
lake, along the shoreline, and throughout the
entire watershed. That’s why we must keep in-

‘Driving for Drafts’ Charity Golf Tournament

The 12th annual Driving for Drafts fundrais-
ing event to benefit Connecticut Draft Horse
Rescue (CDHR) will he held Saturday, Sept. 12,
at Portland Golf Course, 169 Bartlett St., Port-
land.

There is a shotgun start at 1 p.m., with check-
in beginning at noon. Enjoy a grilled lunch and
a buffet dinner along with raffles and prizes.
Cost is $175 per person. Sponsorships are also
available. Registration closes on Sept. 5.

To sign up as a participant or become a spon-

sor, forms are available at www.ctdraftrescue.
org/2026-golf-registration-and-sponsorship, or
send an email to cdhr.golf@gmail.com.

CDHR is a nonprofit organization in East
Hampton dedicated to saving the lives of ne-
glected or abused draft horses as well as draft
horses headed to slaughter. For more informa-
tion, volunteer opportunities, or to donate, visit
www.ctdraftrescue.org or www.facebook.com/
ctdraftrescue.

Middle Haddam Public Library News

The Middle Haddam Public Library, 2
Knowles Road, Middle Haddam has announced
the following. To register or for more informa-
tion on any program, email middlehaddamli-
brary@gmail.com, visit middlehaddamlibrary.
com or call 860-267-9093. Mailing address: P.O.
Box 123, Middle Haddam, CT 06456.

Library Hours: Mondays and Thursdays, 10
a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesdays and Fridays, 3-6 p.m.

250th Celebration: All are invited to the li-
brary’s celebration of the nation’s 250th year on
Sunday, Sept. 13. The Dirty Blue Shirts, a Living
History Collective, will offer a variety of mari-
time-related demonstrations, talks and exhibits.
Refreshments will be served on the library’s new
porch.

Chatham Chess Club: Wednesdays from 6-9
p.m. Sept. 16, Oct. 7 and Oct. 21. All ages and

skill levels are welcome; lessons available. For
more information, contact pjhoffmanl@juno.
com

Open Mic Night: Friday, Sept. 18, 6-8 p.m.
Come perform or just watch. Performers, call
the library to sign up, at 860-267-9093.

Mahjong: Mondays, 10:30 a.m. All levels of
experience welcome. Contact the library for
more information.

Fiber Arts Group: Thursdays from 10 a.m.-
noon. Bring your spinning wheel, knitting,
weaving, embroidery, etc. All are welcome.

Yoga with Erin Day of Ten Summit Yoga:
Mondays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., and Tuesdays
at 7 p.m. Cost is a $17 drop-in fee. To register,
email tensummitst@gmail.com or call 860-262-
0246.

Senior Center News & Notes

East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., an-
nounces the following. Advance registration is
required for all programs unless noted; register
at myactivecenter.com or by contacting the center
at 860-267-4426 or seniorcenter@easthamptonct.
gov. Senior center hours are Monday-Thursday,
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Visit www.
easthamptonct.gov/east-hampton-senior-center
for more information and a full list of regular
weekly and monthly activities, including games,
quilting, Bible study, tap dance, and more. To join
the senior center, just stop by and fill out some
paperwork. Joining is free for East Hampton resi-
dents.

Holiday Closing: The senior center will be
closed Monday, Sept. 7, in observance of Labor
Day.

Lunches: Served Monday through Friday, to
ages 60 and up. Call to reserve a meal or sign up
online. Reservations for the next day’s meal are
due by 10:30 a.m. the day before. Meals are free;
a $3 donation is requested. A Form 5 document
must be completed before registering for lunch;
stop by the senior center to complete and submit
the form.

Canasta: Tuesdays and Fridays at 1 p.m., come
learn the game and play the game with new
friends.

Simply Social Women’s Group: Meets every
first and third Monday at 10 a.m. Meet new peo-
ple and help plan fun activities.

Meditation: Every Wednesday through Sep-
tember at 10 a.m. led by Eileen Higgins. No ex-
perience needed; just come and relax with new
friends.

Kayak Club Outing to Lake Pocotopaug:
Wednesday, Sept. 9, 10 a.m. Meet at the Sears
Park Boat Launch. Optional lunch at Lakeside
on your own. Stop by the senior center to register
and fill out a waiver.

Short Story Discussion Group: Wednesday,
Sept. 9, 2:30 p.m., with staff member Melissa Pi-
onzio, featuring Thank You Maum by Langston
Hughes.

Cooking with Mary Brody: Thursday, Sept. 10,
at 1 p.m., featuring Zucchini Overload - recipes
involving zucchini. Cost is $5. Register in person.

Save the Date for Senior Picnic: The picnic
will be held Wednesday, Sept. 23 at Sears Park,
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. This annual event features
food, live music, games, nature presentations and
more. Cost is $3. Sign up in person.

Trips: Lunch Bunch Outing: Friday, Sept. 11,
11:30 a.m., to Po’s Rice and Spice. Senior menu
available. Walk to the nearby restaurant together
from the senior center or take the Xtramile Bus
from home; driving yourself is also an option.
Sign up in advance.

Hebron Mini Golf and Lunch: Sept. 14 leav-
ing the senior center at 10 a.m. Enjoy a round of
mini golf at the Hebron Miniature Golf, followed
by lunch on your own at Wicked Slice. Cost is $16
and includes golf and bus transportation. Sign up
in advance.

Volunteers Needed to
Place Flags

Volunteers are needed to help place over
400 flags to honor the men and women who
lost their lives in the terrorist attacks of Sept.
11, 2001.

Volunteers will place flags on the property
of Tom DiStefano on the corner of Route 66
and Main Street in East Hampton on Satur-
day, Sept. 5, at 9 a.m.

For more information, or if you can help,
call Ann McLaughlin at 860-965-8701.

vesting in education, Lake Smart practices, wa-
tershed improvements, and responsible in-lake
management. Every property and every action
can be part of the solution”

The commission said that Chatham Health
would continue to monitor the situation and the
lake’s swim area would reopen if conditions im-
proved.

“Toxin testing will be conducted before the
swim area is reopened,” they advised. “Please
avoid contact with visible blooms and keep pets
away from affected water”

Lake Commission Chair Jay Hartling noted
that the closure was disappointing after a rela-
tively clear summer on the lake.

“The combination of significant heavy rainfall
and the resulting watershed loading of nutrients
appears to have overtaken the progress we had
been seeing in the lake this summer,” he said.
“The recent cyanobacteria bloom is disappoint-
ing, but it also reinforces how much lake health
is tied to what enters the lake from the entire wa-
tershed, particularly during heavy rain events.

“While this is certainly a setback, the commis-

Lake Pocotopaug Closed Due to Algae Bloom

sion remains focused on the longer-term work
of reducing nutrient loading, improving water-
shed practices, and evaluating the most effective
lake management strategies. There is no single
solution, but the work continues.

Chatham Health District said they would be
increasing their monitoring schedule and would
lift the closure notice if conditions improved. In
the meantime, they advised residents to remain
cautious around the lake.

“Residents should avoid contact with wa-
ter that looks green or blue-green throughout
(sometimes described as looking like pea soup),”
the notice advised. “Any mats, films, or scums
on the surface of the water that are blue-green in
color, look like spilled paint, or have a noxious
odor should be reported to Chatham Health
District and avoided”

“We very much appreciate Chatham Health’s
continued monitoring and their careful ap-
proach to public safety;” said Hartling. “They will
continue to monitor conditions, and we will stay
closely engaged as we move through the remain-
der of the season”

Police News

8/25: Kaden Hall, 19, of East Hampton, was is-
sued a summons for: operating a motor vehicle
with a license that has been suspended, refused
or revoked; failure to obey an officer’s signal; op-
erating an unregistered motor vehicle; operating
a motor vehicle without insurance; and speeding,
East Hampton Police said.

8/27: Christopher Machnik, 18, of East Hamp-
ton, was issued a summons for operating a motor

vehicle under suspension and traveling unrea-
sonably fast, police said.

8/27: Crystal Bianco, 44, of Deep River, was
issued a summons for operating a motor vehicle
with a suspended registration and failure to obey
a stop sign, police said.

From Aug. 24-30, officers responded to 17
medical calls, four motor vehicle crashes and sev-
en alarms, and made 17 traffic stops, police said.

Senior Center Upcoming Trips

East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., is
offering the following coach trips with Friend-
ship Tours. Advance registration is required.
For more information or to register, stop by the
center or contact the center at 860-267-4426 or
seniorcenter@easthamptonct.gov.

Beatles Tribute Band & Lunch: Thursday,
Oct. 15. See Studio Two, a Beatles tribute band,
and have lunch at the Farmington Polo Club.
Cost is $132 and includes coach bus transporta-
tion. Depart from Stop & Shop, 11 East High St.,

at 10:30 a.m.

Joshua in Lancaster, Pa.: Nov. 13-15. Fea-
turing two shows: Joshua at the Sight & Sound
Theater and the Holly Jolly Holiday show at the
Dutch Apple Dinner Theater. Cost is $745 per
person double/triple occupancy.

Christmas in Newport: Tuesday, Dec. 8, fea-
turing a visit to the Breakers and Marble House
mansions and lunch at the Wyndham Atlantic
Resort. Cost is $152. Depart from Stop & Shop,
11 East High St., at 8:45 a.m.

Red McKinney Golf Tournament Oct. 7

The 33rd annual East Hampton Rotary Red
McKinney Golf Tournament will take place
Wednesday, Oct. 7, at Blackledge Country Club
in Hebron, with a 10 a.m. shotgun start.

This year marks the sixth year the tournament
has been held in honor of longtime Rotarian Red
McKinney, whose generosity, kindness and dedi-
cation to service made a lasting impact on the
community, the Rotary said.

The entry fee is $135 per golfer. Golfers may
choose between Blackledge Country Club’s two
courses when registering, until each course is
filled. Foursomes traditionally fill quickly, so ear-
ly registration is encouraged.

Registration includes 18 holes of golf with cart,
complimentary range balls, full-service bag drop,
custom scorecards and cart signs, a putting con-

test, on-course contests, a sandwich at the turn,
and dinner following the tournament. Golfers
will also have opportunities to participate in con-
tests including Closest to the Pin, Longest Drive
and Closest to the Line.

Following golf, participants will gather for
dinner featuring an auction, Tee-Cup Raffle and
raffle drawings.

Sponsorship opportunities are still available for
businesses and community partners interested in
supporting the event.

Registration Golfers can register online at east-
hamptonrotary.org or through the tournament
registration page at tinyurl.com/rotarygolftour-
ney.

For sponsorship information or questions,
contact Pam at easthamptonctrotary@gmail.com.

YOUR ATTORNEYS

“The miracle is not that
we do the work, but that

we are happy to do it.”
—Mother Teresa

Barber-Law-Firm.com
P: 860-267-2263

29 West High Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

1 Visit us on Facebook
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One Killed in Crash
Involving Dump Truck

By Anne Lilburn

An East Hampton motorcycle crash involv-
ing a dump truck resulted in the death of one
motorcycle rider and left another badly in-
jured last week. The crash occurred near the
intersection of Gulf Road and Colchester Av-
enue/Route 16, near the Colchester town line.

The East Hampton Police Department re-
ported that they, along with the East Hampton
Fire Department, East Hampton Ambulance
Association and the Colchester Fire Depart-
ment, responded to the accident at approxi-
mately 4:21 p.m. on Thursday, Aug. 27. Two
Life Star crews responded to the scene, the
police said, and one person died at the scene,
while the other person was flown by Life Star
to Hartford Hospital. East Hampton police
said that person was still in the hospital as of
press time.

The East Hampton Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment said that Route 16 was closed for several

hours while emergency crews worked. Video
showed helicopters landing in a grassy field.

“Due to the nature of the incident, two Life
Star helicopters were requested for two pa-
tients,” the fire department posted on Face-
book. “A landing zone was established on Gulf
Road at Salmon River State Park. The first Life
Star helicopter landed, followed approximate-
ly two minutes later by the second helicopter.
This response required significant coordina-
tion between fire, EMS, police, dispatchers,
and the Life Star flight crews.”

The deceased individual was identified as
Jaime Brouwer, 49, from Jewett City.

The police department said that the ac-
cident was being investigated by the depart-
ment’s Accident Reconstruction Team and en-
couraged anyone who witnessed the accident
to contact them at 860-267-9544.

Women Bowlers Needed

The Tuesday Night Women’s League (One
Night Out) at Kickback ‘N Bowl in East Hamp-
ton is looking for bowlers.

The league needs nine full-time bowlers.
There is one full-time team needed, of at least
five but up to seven; one team is looking for
three full-time bowlers; and one team needs one
full-time bowler. There are also several teams
looking for subs.

Bowling starts on Sept. 8 and runs for 28
weeks. Practice starts at 6:20 p.m. with bowling

starting at 6:30 p.m.

As One Night Out is a sanctioned league, ev-
ery bowler needs to pay the $28 sanction fee.
Also, weekly dues are $20, which covers the cost
of three games and the prizes and banquet at the
end of the year.

For more information, email kickbackn-
bowlinfo@gmail.com or call 860-267-4800.
This is a league with cash prizes, and all experi-
ences are welcome.

Congregational Church News

The Congregational Church of East Hamp-
ton, 59 Main St., welcomes all to worship Sun-
day, Sept. 6, at 10 a.m., for worship and com-
munion. The scripture reading for this Sunday’s
service is Romans 13:8-14. Guest the Rev. Kathy
Peters will deliver a sermon entitled “Putting on
the Light of Christ” Peters is an ordained minis-
ter in the United Church of Christ. Coffee hour
will follow the service.

Save the Date: Welcome Sunday, Sept. 13:
The church will begin a new theme for this
year focusing on the words of Psalm 46:1: “God
is our refuge and strength, a very present help
in trouble” Following worship, gather for a
potluck lunch, called “Grateful Gatherings” A
take-home craft based on the theme will also be
available for all ages, providing an opportunity
to carry the message of Psalm 46:1 home with
them. All are welcome.

AA Weekly Meeting: Sundays at 7 p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall.

East Hampton Food Bank: A weekly collec-

tion is held for the Food Bank.

Aluminum Food & Soda Can Tabs: On-
going collection which will be donated to the
Shriners Children’s New England hospital in
Springfield, Mass. Proceeds support childhood
surgeries performed there, where no patient is
charged a fee.

Church World Service School Supply Kits:
The church is collecting school supplies for chil-
dren throughout the world. A donation box is
available.

Women’s Fellowship Dignity Drive: This is
an ongoing collection to support women and
girls in need, both globally and right here in our
community. Collecting feminine hygiene prod-
ucts for our local food bank and schools, as well
as Church World Service.

For more information, visit cc-eh.org or call
the office at 860-267-4959. Office hours are
Monday and Wednesday, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Note:
The church office will be closed on Labor Day,
Sept. 7.

East Hampton Library News & Notes

East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St, has
announced the following. For full program de-
scriptions or to register for a program, call 860-
267-6621 or visit easthamptonpubliclibrary.org.

Summer Hours: Monday - Wednesday, 10
a.m.- 8 p.m.; Thursday - Friday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.;
Saturday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Adult Programs: Library Yoga with Amie
Meacham: Tuesday, Sept. 8, 6:30 p.m. Join Yoga
200 Certified instructor Amie Meacham for an
hour of all-levels yoga. Bring a mat and wear
comfy clothes.

Book Club Al Fresco (Sears Park): Wednes-
day, Sept. 16, 6:30 p.m. Grab a copy of this
month’s selection and join us for a casual discus-
sion with lakeside views.

Tech Help: Thursday, Sept. 17, 2-4 p.m. Basic
technology help for phones, laptops, tablets, and
e-readers. No registration required; just bring
your device with you.

Belltown Book Brunch: Friday, Sept. 18, 11
a.m. Talk about what youre currently reading
while enjoying coffee, tea, and a breakfast treat.

St. Patrick Church
News & Notes

St. Patrick Church, 47 West High St., is a
member of St. John Paul II Parish, along with St.
Bridget Church in Moodus.

Masses are celebrated Saturdays at 4 p.m. at
St. Patrick and 5:30 p.m. at St. Bridget, and on
Sundays at 7 and 11 a.m. at St. Bridget and 9
a.m. at St. Patrick.

During the week, Masses are celebrated at 8
a.m. on Wednesdays and Thursdays at St. Pat-
rick, and at 8 a.m. on Fridays at St. Bridget.

Confessions are Saturdays at 3 p.m. at St. Pat-
rick and 6:30 p.m. at St. Bridget.

The parish website is www.sjpii.org.

Register or drop in.

Teen Programs: Chapter Chat with Keri &
Friends: Grades 7-10: Tuesday, Sept. 8, 6 p.m.
Read and discuss a new book every month.

Teen TCG Club: Grades 8-12: Saturday, Sept.
12, 1-3 p.m. Players of Magic: The Gathering,
Pokémon, Yu-Gi-Oh! and more are invited to an
afternoon of friendly competition. Magic: The
Gathering decks will be available for new players
to use.

Middle Grade Dungeons ¢ Dragons: Grades
5-7: Monday, Sept. 14, 6-7:30 p.m. Jump into the
world of Warrior Cats in this adventure based off
the popular series by Erin Hunter.

Teen Advisory Board: Grades 8-12: Tuesday,
Sept. 15, 6 p.m. Plan programs, improve the Teen
Space, and take a leadership role in shaping how
the library serves teens like you.

Tween Food Fight!: Grades 4-7: Saturday,
Sept. 19, 1-2 p.m. Join in on the Snackitecture
Challenge and build structures with our secret
ingredients. There will be prizes. Sponsored by
Teen Advisory Board.

Children’s Program: DIY Days: Grades K-8:
Saturday, Sept. 19, 11:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Children
and families are invited to create a different toy,
craft, or treat together.

Bethlehem Lutheran
Church News

Services at Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran
Church, located at 1 East High St., are held Sun-
days at 10 a.m. There is Sunday school every
week following the sermon.

The church sanctuary is handicapped-acces-
sible by using the lift.

For more information, call 860-267-1248
or visit www.facebook.com/BethlehemEH or
www.bethlehemeh.org.

SOOP’s On!!!... Local band Seat Of Our Pants returns to the Bay Point Club on
Friday, Sept. 11, at 7 p.m. A local favorite, this will be the band’s eighth appearance
at the historic club located at 24 Spellman Point Rd. in East Hampton. There will
be a suggested donation at the door. Advanced tickets are not available.

HOF Association Accepting Nominations

The East Hampton Athletic Hall of Fame
Association is accepting nominations through
Aug. 26.

If you know of who you feel is a worthy can-
didate - which could be an athlete, coach, team,
or contributor — email seidlt@sbcglobal.net for
a nomination packet or go to the Hall of Fame
website at ehahof.wixsite.com/bellringer for in-
formation.

The induction ceremony will be Friday, Oct.
30, at 6 p.m., at Blackledge Country Club.

The Hall of Fame’s objective is to recognize
exceptional local athletes and achievements.

Also, the association’s membership and com-
mittee are very small and new members are
sought, preferably those who have a knowledge
of history of sports in East Hampton to join our
team. Email seidlt@sbcglobal.net if interested.

Recreation News

East Hampton Recreation has announced the
following items of interest. For more informa-
tion, full event descriptions, and to register, call
860-267-7300 or visit www.easthamptonrec.
com.

Sweater Weather Pumpkin Wreath: Friday,
Sept. 18, 6:30-8 p.m., at Town Hall. Create a
sweater-inspired pumpkin wreath, beginner-
friendly. Hot apple cider included. Cost: $45.

Basic Car Care & Vehicle Safety Mainte-
nance Workshop: Saturday, Oct. 3, 8-9:30 a.m.,
at East Hampton High School, with Tracey Gar-

diner, owner of Tag Rally Sport. Cost: $30.

Afterschool Programs at Memorial School
(Grade K- 3): Beginner Spanish: Thursdays,
Sept. 24, Oct. 1 and Oct. 8, 3:30-4:30 p.m. Stu-
dents will explore greetings, colors, and num-
bers. Cost: $60 for all 3 classes. Pinecone Bird
Feeders: Tuesday, Oct. 6, 3:30-4:30 p.m. Kids
will create their own pinecone bird feeders to
take home. Cost: $20. Build-A-Bird House:
Tuesday, Oct. 20, 3:30-4:30 p.m. Kids will build
and decorate their very own bird house. Cost:
$25.

Christ Episcopal Church News

Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Had-
dam Rd., Middle Haddam, holds in-person and
Zoom services at 10 a.m. on Sundays. All are
welcome. To connect electronically, go to www.
christchurchmiddlehaddam.com for directions.
The Holy Eucharist will be celebrated with the
Rev. Diana Rogers, priest-in-charge.

Food Bank Donations: Food items for the
East Hampton Food Bank may be placed in the
black totes at the rear of the church.

Returnable Cans and Bottles: All are asked
to place donations in the cans by the shed. Note:
Glass bottles and aluminum cans should be sep-
arated prior to drop-off.

Food4Lives Warm Weather Clothing Drive:
Patty Kloo is collecting warm weather new or
nearly new clothing for un-housed persons in

Flags to Be Placed for 9/11

On Saturday, Sept. 5, volunteers will place
over 400 flags at the corner of Route 66 and
Main Street, as a tribute to all the first respond-
ers who lost their lives in the terrorist attacks of
Sept. 11, 2001.

There were over 400 first responders killed
that day, including 340 members of the New
York Fire Department, 23 members of the New
York Police Department, 17 Port Authority of-
ficers, 10 ambulance workers, and others.

The flags will remain until the night of Sept.
15. All are invited to stop by and pay homage.

‘Bike Rides for

Seniors’ on Hold

AirLine Cycles has informed the East Hamp-
ton Senior Center that there will be no official
Bike Rides for Seniors on Fridays until further
notice.

Regular participating riders are encouraged
to head out as a group on their own to nearby
short route locations, while the “away game”
rides at other locations will be rescheduled at
another time, once the ride leader is available.

Praise Worship at the Fair

Haddam Neck Covenant Church will host
Sunday morning contemporary praise worship
at the bandstand at the Haddam Neck Fair on
Sept. 6 at 11 a.m.

Music will be provided by the HNCC choir,
accompanied by Jan Ulanowicz on keyboard,
Wayne Visintainer on bass guitar, Frank Natter
on guitar and Matt Seymour on drums.

Haddam Neck Covenant Church is located
at 17 Haddam Neck Rd., the road to the Fair-
grounds. For more information, visit www.hn-
covenantchurch.org.

Middletown. Needed are T-shirts, shorts, pants,
light sweaters, hoodies, sweatshirts, sandals/
sneakers and underwear in adult sizes small to
XXL. Clean items should be placed in the blue
tote in the Parish Hall.

Labor Day Tag Sale: Save unwanted items in
good condition for the Tag Sale. Donations can
be dropped off at the Parish Hall entrance dur-
ing the week; call Dick Napolitano at 860-490-
8006. Pick-up is available.

Haddam Neck Fair Cookie Booth: Parish
members are need to donate money to cover the
cost of cookie dough and to work shifts at the
fair on Labor Day weekend. Dawn Gingras can
be reached at mgingras39@gmail.com if you
have questions. Sign-up sheets are located in the
back entry of the church.

Information/Assistance: Contact Senior
Warden Donna Hryb at 860-633-0472 or donn-
adubehryb@gmail.com for more information.

Class of ’59 Reunion
The East Hampton High School Class of
1967 will celebrate its 59th reunion on Sat-
urday, Sept. 12, at The Dublin, 42 East High
St., from 2-5 p.m.
Order off the menu, and pay as you go.
Text 860-682-2067 to reserve a spot.

Vaccine Clinic at Church

On Saturday, Sept. 26, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., at
Bethlehem Lutheran Church, located at 1 East
High St., Walgreens will offer a vaccine clinic
open to the public.

The clinic will include flu vaccines, RSV, and
possibly others.

For more information, call Walgreens in
Cromwell at 860-613-2324.

Tennis Program for Adults

The East Hampton Recreation tennis pro-
gram for adults is held every Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday from 8-10:30 a.m. Now that
school is session, the program will meet at the
Sears Park courts.

Play time is flexible; come and go as you
please.

Players from all Rivereast towns are welcome.
This mixed-doubles program is free, requires
no partners and is open to all levels of adult
play, except beginner. Pre-registration is not re-
quired; just show up.

For more information, call or text Natalie
Hurt at 860-227-8538.

See More East Hampton News, page 31
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Historical Society to Open Monthly

On Sundays, Sept. 6, Oct. 7 and Nov. 8, from
11 a.m.-2 p.m., the Hebron Historical Society,
located at 26 Main St., will open its doors and
welcome visitors to see its America 250 exhib-
it, which traces Hebron’s development from
10,000 years ago to modern suburb.

“Defining a Sense of Place in an Age of
Cyberspace” is an exhibit organized around
the theme that the land in Hebron has been
shaped by the people and events that occurred

in its past and will continue to be reshaped it
in the future.

Changes in the land due to global, national
and regional events have all affected Hebron.
The goal of the exhibit “Defining a Sense of
Place in an Age of Cyberspace” is to allow
visitors an opportunity to understand how
a small town became interconnected with a
wider world.

NEW

THIS YEAR!

IDAYS
A WEEK

8:30 AM - 12:30 PM
Designed for 4-year-clds

to build confidence,
independence, and
kindergarten readiness skills.

= Half-Day Program -

KINDERGARTEN

2 DAYS  m
A WEEK

8:30 AM - 12:00 PM
Designed for 3-year-olds
to grow, explore, and build
important early skills in a
nurturing environment.

Christ Lutheran

Early Childhood Center
in Hebron, CT ———

o+

O 860-228-5134
o director@clecchebron.org

Hebron, CT

RE 8-28-26

Parks and Rec News & Notes

Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering the
following. For full program descriptions - in-
cluding costs — and to register, please visit he-
bronct.recdesk.com/community or call 860-
530-1281.

Youth Basketball: Registration is open for
the Recreational basketball program, for grades
K-12.

Grip r’ Rip Fall Tennis: Tuesdays, Sept. 8-22,
4:30-5:30 p.m., at RHAM High School. Develop
new skills and techniques through activities,
drills, and games. The classes will be run by
Shaun Keane, who has over 20 years of running
tennis clinics to a variety of ages. Instruction
will be differentiated among the levels of the
players in the clinics to ensure each player is im-
proving on their skill set.

Home Alone Safety for Kids: Saturday, Sept.

12, 5-6:30 p.m., at Gilead Hill School. This is a
class for boys and girls ages 8-13 who are left
home alone. This interactive course will cover
safety concerns parents have when their chil-
dren are by themselves.

Babysitters Training: Saturday, Oct. 3, 9
a.m.-2 p.m., at Gilead Hill School. This is an
entry-level course intended to teach age-ap-
propriate skills necessary to care for children of
all ages using team babysitting, mother’s helper
and individual babysitting concepts. The course
focuses on safety with emphasis on prevention.
Basic first aid, including adult and child CPR
(requires passing written and skills testing to
receive a two-year certificate) included. Book-
let, handouts and Babysitter Safety Certificate of
completion included. Please bring lunch. Regis-
tration deadline: Thursday, Oct. 1, 5 p.m.

Let Our Family Take Care of Your Family
— Family Owned & Operated Since 1994 —

&

hed

860-228-8512

= AT P T A

TR T

o

With Four generations of experience, Our Family has been proudly helping ybur
Family with all of your real estate needs. Call Today for Honest, Dedicated, and
Proven Experience For ALL Your Real Estate Needs!!

Contact us today for a FREE Market
Analysis and discover the difference a
Family tradition of service can make.

105 Main St., Hebron, CT 06248

(860) 228-8512 « www.countrysiderealtyct.com

-

HEBRON LIONS CLUB PRESENT

EBRON
S HARVEST

sept.

HEBRON LIONS FAIRGROUNDS
347 GILEAD ST. HEBRON, CT 06245

O~

Y MORE RIDES THAN ANY
OTHER FAIR IN CT

% DOCK D0GS
% DEMO DERBY

% ROSAIRE'S ROYAL
RACING PIGS

Y FAIR FOOD FAVORITES

% AGRICULTURAL
EDUCATION EVENTS

Nashville Drive
THurspay, Sert. 10 @ 7:30pm
Raise Your Hands
Frioar, Sept. 11 @ 8:00pM
Backstage Pass
SATURDAY, SEPT. 12 @ 7:00PM
Better Than Ezra
Sunpay, Sept. 13 @ 3:30pm

GET TICKETS AT HEBRONHARVESTFAIR.ORG
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% 93 EAST HIGH STREET : \ TH
. RT. 66, EAST HAMPTON [i
% PHONE - (860) 267-0143

:: Home of Pumpkintown, USA All Sales Final - No Keservaflons

;‘.' - Before Sale - Sale Limited to Stock

“The Hay Ride” &
Pumpkin Town Village

The ey Bde s Back By Bepadkr DarmendE
www.pumpkintown.com
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SIDEWALK SALE

Shrubs, Trees & Perennials
o PROGRESSIVE DISCOUNTS

P VIS TI O e ~ 8:00 to 11:45a~ - ~12:00pM to 2:00PM

brought e \ 2%5 ) SO0%

These Progressive Discounts Will Apply
To All Plant Material In Our Garden Center. &
Excludes Fall Annuals and Hostas

25% OFr

» Bagged Landscape Stone * All Window Boxes
« Patio Blocks & Pavers* * All Concrete Bird Baths

"Does not include pallets of natural stone or cobblestones & Statuar Y
* Grass Seed
* Hoses & Sprinklers
* Ortho, Bayer & other controls
* Espoma Fertilizers

* Pottery clay, ceramic & plastic

* Wheelbarrows, Carts
Country Farm Stand & Spreaders

OPEN?! » Garden Tools & Fencing

Fresh picked butter & sugar corn and * Watering Cans
silver queen plus native fomatoes,

apples, squash, cukes & wore! ouseplanis
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Buy or sell with me... Use my truck for free!

21 S. Main Street
Marlborough, CT

IN THE CENTER
OF TOWN NEAR

THE BIG Y.
ARLGUILD MARIBOROUGH MOt Sam e

& ASSOCIATES Always Accepting
THE FUTURE OF REAL ESTATE NeW Pa‘tients & Clients! g
4 LOCAL OFFICES : PRIVATELY OWNED, NON-CORPORATE 5

100+ REAL ESTATE AGENTS P # g 860-295-3939

' _ . Hebron Property Owners!!!
www.carlguild.com g L1 il - . 1. . .
(860) 474-3500 i ‘ Thinking of selling or buying?
REALTOR BRESKTUNITY n i Call Jim Celio - Century 21 AllPoints Realty
4 50 YEARS OF LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE

Hebron's #1 Agent - Total Transactions Closed
**2016 - 2017 - 2018 - 2019 - 2020 - 2021 - 2022 - 2023 - 2024**

Hebron's #1 Agent - Total Closed Market Volume
**2016 - 2017 - 2018 - 2019 - 2020 - 2021 - 2022 - 2023 - 2024**
**Based on ranking of ALL agents as compiled by CT MLS.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments
on Jim's performance from past buyer and seller clients!

www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio

For complete professional real estate service:
Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

Jim Celio, Associate Broker &‘W
Century 21 AllPoints Realty @ 2]

Cell: 860-463-2563

ﬁi ‘ Email: jimcelio@aol.com ALLPOINTS REALTY

YO u r LO Cal M e d i Care S p e C i I i StS 17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 » Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

- Free personalized consultations
- Trust our capable team for your ﬁealthCa!‘e\
Medicare needs Associates Tr u I y

- Dedicated to satisfying customers
- Providing exceptional Medicare 7 Dickinson Road

solutions & quality plans Marlborough, CT -
- Family owned & operated for over 30 years S00-295-9350

We do not offer every plan available in your area. Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do offer in your area. We are licensed with AARP, Aetna, Anthem BCBS,
CarePartners, Cigna, ConnectiCare, Humana, Trinity, UnitedHealthCare, and Wellcare. Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all of your options.

RE4-10-26

RE4-24-26

WHZ,

I've been able to navigate career
moves and balance competing
priorities while always feeling
comfortable that my family’s
plan remains on track.

Thank you!

.....
.....
.....

A trusted

Absolute Confidence. Unwavering Partnership. For Life.
landscape

compan serving
Glastonbury and : e
surrounding towns = = = A (860) 928-2341

) i i | 697 Pomfret Street,
since’1979. -- : Pomfret Center, CT 06259 ' WH Z

Visit whzwealth.com to read more about Dave’s story

392-A Merrow Road,

Tolland, CT 06084 STRATEGIC WEALTH ADVISORS
Est. 1978 LLC This statement was provided 3/14/2024 by David Farnum who is a client. The image
. ; shown is a model and not the actual client. This statement may not be representative of
@lg enougﬁ to be professzona[— Sma[[enougﬁ to be persona[ the experience of others and is not a guarantee of future performance or success. For

additional reviews, search us wherever local businesses are reviewed.

860 - 65 9 - 5 75 7 Securities and advisory services offered through Commonwealth Financial Network®,

Member . CT Lic Member FINRA/SIPC, a Registered Investment Advisor.
of BBB www.generallandscaping.com ...

CIT8-27-26

CIT9-3-26
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Christ Lutheran Church News and Notes

Christ Lutheran Church and Early Childhood
Center (daycare) is located at 330 Church St.

Worship Service with Pastor Matthew
Hardaway: 9-10 a.m. Sundays. All are welcome.
People unable to attend services in person can
participate online at www.facebook.com/clch-
ebron/live.

Bible Studies: Sundays at 10:30 a.m., follow-
ing service and fellowship time. All are welcome.
Also, there is a once-a-month Once-a-Month
Men’s Bible Study: The next date is Saturday,
Sept. 5, at 8 a.m. Topic: The Bible on Trial.

Early Childhood Center (Daycare): Offers
childcare, preschool, and before/after school
care, and is open to all children, regardless of
faith. For more information, call director Jenni-
fer Johnson at 860-228-5134. Application forms
are at www.clecchebron.org.

Caring Shepherds Social Ministry Group:
There are open food pantry days held to distrib-
ute food staples, household and hygiene items
as well as Bibles and prayers. For more infor-
mation about donating or participating in food
pantry days, call 860-228-1152.

Douglas Library News & Notes

Douglas Library, located at 22 Main St., has
announced the following. For a full listing of
weekly events and more information, call the li-
brary at 860-228-9312 or visit douglaslibrary.org.

Adult Programs: Friday Films: Fridays at 1
p-m. Sept. 4: The Sheep Detectives (rated PG).
No movie next Friday, Sept. 11.

Holiday Closing: The library will be closed
Monday, Sept. 7, for Labor Day.

Beginner Pilates: Saturday, Sept. 12, 10-11
a.m. This is a beginners Pilates class taught by
Doug Gomez of Pathways to Peace Yoga. Bring
your own mat for floor exercises. Registration
is required.

Quiet Reading Club: Saturday, Sept. 12, 2:45-

4 p.m. Settle in with a good book (your own or
one of the library’s) for an hour of quiet reading
time after the library closes.

Red Cross Blood Drive: Sunday, Sept. 22, 1-6
p.m. Register to donate blood at redcross.org.

D&D Club: Will start again Friday, Sepe\T.
25, at 3:30 p.m., and Saturday, Sept. 26, 12:30
p.m.

Children’s Programs: Storytime is Back!:
Tuesdays at 10:15 a.m., for Toddler Storytime
and Thursdays at 10:15 a.m., for PreK storytime.

Curious Kids: Wednesday, Sept. 9, 3:30 p.m.
Come and learn about a different person or
event each month, then do an activity or craft.
Geared for grades 1-5.

The Worship Center News & Notes

The Worship Center, a non-denominational
Christian church, holds services and programs
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more
information and full program descriptions, visit
worshipcenter.church and click on the ‘events/
calendar’ link, or call 860-228-4442.

Worship: Services are Sundays at 10 a.m. and
are also broadcast on social media. Connect
with the library at www.facebook.com/Wor-
shipCenterCT, youtube.com/@worshipcenterct
and instagram.com/theworshipcenterct.

Adult Bible Study: Every Sunday at 9 a.m.
The study, on the First Epistle of Peter, is led by
Elder George Logan. The theme is “Standing
Firm in Grace: A Call to Holiness in a Hostile
World?” All adults welcome.

Kingdom Women: Women’s Bible Study:
Meets in-person every first and third Thursday
from 6:45-7:45 p.m., at the church. The study
will continue on the book of Psalms. Zoom ac-
cess is available. Upcoming: Thursday, Sept. 17.

Youth Ministry: Grades 6-12 are invited every
first and third Friday of the month from 6:30-
9:30 p.m. for activities, games, Bible lessons, din-
ner, dessert, and community. Upcoming: Sept. 4.

Virtual Prayer Night: Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m., via
Zoom. Contact the church office or website for
a link and meeting ID.

One-to-One Confidential Christian Care:
Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in dif-
ficult life situations. If in need of help, call the
church office.

TWC Upward Running Club: Upward Run-
ning at The Worship Center. This class is de-
signed to improve faith, fitness and fellowship
within our community through a walking and/or
running program custom made for your fitness
level. Download the app, or contact the church
office for more details. A new 12-week class is
happening now. Training sessions meet at the
church on Saturdays from 8-9 a.m., culminating
with a 5k in late November/early December.

September Luncheon: Sunday, Sept. 13.
All are invited after the 10 a.m. service as the
church kicks off a New England fall season
with favorites like barbecue pork and barbecue
pulled chicken, and homemade macaroni and
cheese. Served up with complementary sides,
the church will wrap up the event with desserts
from the orchard, plus more. All are welcome; it
is not necessary to bring a dish to attend.

Youth Ministry: Grades 6-12 are invited to
come every first and third Friday of the month
from 6:30-9:30 p.m. at The Worship Center for
activities, games, Bible lessons, dinner, dessert,
and community.

Gilead Congregational Church News

Gilead Congregational Church, an Open and
Affirming Congregation located at 672 Gilead
St., has announced the following. For more info,
visit gileadchurch.ucc.org. church, email gcc@
gileadchurch.net, or call the Parish House at
860-228-3077. The church office is open at the
GCC Parish House Monday-Thursday, 10 a.m.-
2 p.m. The weekly bulletin is at gileadchurchucc.
updates.church.

Worship - Summer Hours in Effect: Sun-
day worship is at 9:30 a.m. Services can also be
viewed online at YouTube at www.bit.ly/Gilead-
ChurchUCC and on Facebook at tinyurl.com/
GileadChurchUCC. The church will return to
fall hours on Sunday, Sept. 20, with worship at
10 a.m. and coffee hour at 11 a.m.

This Week: Sunday, Sept. 6, 9:30 a.m., Wor-
ship service with communion in sanctuary
(in-person and livestreamed); Monday, Sept.
7, church office closed for Labor Day; Monday,
Sept. 7, 9:30 a.m., Online Bible Study via Zoom;
Tuesday, Sept. 8, 7:30 p.m., AA meeting in Fel-

lowship Hall; Wednesday, Sept. 9, 10:45 a.m.,
Book Group in the Social Hall; Thursday, Sept.
10, 7 p.m., Trustees Meeting in Parish House
Conference Room; Friday, Sept. 11, 8:45 a.m.,
Silent Reflection for 9/11 in Garden.

Upcoming Events: Sept. 11th Silent Reflec-
tion: All are invited Friday, Sept. 11, from 8:45-
9:05 a.m., in the Garden of Remembrance, for a
quiet moment of reflection in remembrance of
the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. There will
be no stories or speeches, but simply 20 minutes
of silent presence and togetherness.

Card-Making with Gayle: Create one-of-a-
kind seasonal cards Thursday, Sept. 24, at 6 p.m.
Cost is $15 per class with a portion of proceeds
benefitting the Connecticut Food Bank.

Sunday School Kickoff: Celebrate the fall kick-
off of Gilead’s Sunday School and Youth Group
programs during worship on Sunday, Sept. 20,
at 10 a.m. Registration is now open; contact the
church office to have your kid included.
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East Hampton, CT 06424
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KITCHEN & BATHROOM

Oour Services:

« Kitchen & Bath Design - Custom layouts to
fit any space
+ Cabinetry & Countertops - High-quality,
stylish selections
« Fixtures, Tile & Flooring - Beautiful,
durable materials

Full-Service or Materials-Only Options -
Tailored to your needs
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Gilead Congi‘égeiﬂonal Church will kick off its Sunday School j;eér on éuhday, Sept.
20. Pictured are several Gilead youth surrounding a parent at the Sunday School’s

“Get Out and Play” day this past spring.

Won’t You Be My Neighbor?

Gilead Congrgational Church (672 Gilead
St.) invites children, families and neighbors
from the community to come Sunday, Sept. 20,
for the church’s Sunday School Kickoft.

Inspired by Mister Rogers” Neighborhood, this
year’s theme, “Won’t You Be My Neighbor?”, is
an invitation to welcome one another, care for
one another, and make room for everyone in the
neighborhood.

Also on Sept. 20, the church will kick off its
fall worship schedule, with worship at 10 a.m.
and coffee hour at 11 a.m. Sunday School vol-

unteers are invited to a Teacher Appreciation
Breakfast at 9:30 a.m. before worship.

After worship, families are invited to stick
around for Popsicles, activities and photo op-
portunities.

That evening will also bring the first Youth
Group meeting of the new year.

To register for Sunday Scjool, pick up a
form available in the church entryway, or reg-
ister online through the form linked in the
church newsletter, which is accessible at gilead-
churchucc.updates.church.

Uplifting our Youth at

Gilead

Congregational Church
Looking for more than just another activity?

As a new school year begins, many families are looking for
something beyond busy schedules and screen time... Alploce
where young people can build real connections, explore
meaning, and feel a true sense of belonglng

We create that space at Gilead Congregational Church!

Our youth programs encourage curiosity, build friendships,
and welcome every young person exactly as they are. From
Sunday School and Youth Group to Confirmation, there's room
to learn, ask honest questions, have fun, serve others, and
discover what faith means in everyday life.

Join us for our Sunday School Kickoff on Sunday,
September 20th at 10:00 AM to meet Pastor Brian Hardee

and our church leaders, ask questions, and see if Gilead
is the r:ght fit for your family.

672 Gilead Street,
Hebron, CT 06248
(860) 228-3077

www%eudchurchucc.org

UNITED CHURCH
) OF CHRIST

No matter who you are or
where you are on life’s

journey, you are welcome in

Gilead’s Open & Affirming
faith community.
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St. Peter’s Episcopal Church will hold its
next monthly community dinner on Saturday,
Sept. 19, from 4 p.m. until 5:30 p.m. or sold
out. The church is located at 30 Church St. (Rt.
85) in Hebron.

The menu will include turkey breast, gravy,
stuffing, mashed potatoes, cranberry sauce,
green beans, roll, and your choice of dessert.
The cost is $18.

This is a takeout-only dinner, with no
preorders or reservations. Two car hops will
come to your vehicle as you line up in the
parking lot. They will take your money, num-
ber of meals, and dessert choice. They will re-

St. Peter’s Turkey Dinner

turn with your change and meal and place it
in your vehicle. You will not need to get out
of your vehicle. Cash or credit card will be ac-
cepted.

The church said this is a very popular meal,
and advised people to arrive early. If the
two lots are filled, and the meal is ready, the
church said it may start 15 or 20 minutes be-
fore 4 p.m.

As part of the St. Peter’s outreach pro-
grams, a portion of each meal sold this month
will go to the Tara Farm Rescue in Coventry.

For more details, call the church at 860-
228-3244 or visit www.StPetersHebron.com.

United Brethren of Hebron Synagogue News & Notes

United Brethren of Hebron Synagogue, locat-
ed at 10 Church Street (Route 85) in the center
of Hebron, invites all to welcome in the Jewish
New Year by participating in High Holiday ser-
vices.

Rosh Hashanah begins on the evening of
Friday, Sept. 11, at 6:30 p.m., with a Zoom ser-
vice. On Saturday morning, Sept. 12, meet to
worship in person beginning at 9:30 a.m. at the
synagogue. A special children’s service will be
held first, at 9 a.m. At the end of the morning
service, all are invited to come for apples, honey
and cake to welcome in a sweet new year.

Yom Kippur begins with an evening Kol
Nidre service at 6:30 p.m. at the synagogue on
Sunday, Sept. 20. The next morning, Monday,
Sept. 21, Yom Kippur services start at 9 a.m.
with a children’s service. Then, services for all
ages begin at 9:30 a.m. with the additional Yiz-
kor service held at approximately 11 a.m. and
the closing service beginning at 5:30 p.m. The
closing service will also be on Zoom. A break-
fast potluck dinner will be held around 6 p.m. at
the synagogue.

There is no charge to attend services. All are
welcome.

In keeping with the holiday season, the syna-
gogue asks those who attend services to bring
a bag of food for the Hebron Interfaith Human
Services (HIHS) food bank, or to make a mon-
etary donation to HIHS.

The historic synagogue building needs a new
roof and other major renovations, and United
Brethren asked all to consider donating to its
capital campaign. To learn more, go to the Go-
FundMe site at www.gofundme.com/f/support-
united-brethren-hebrons-vital-work.

United Brethren of Hebron offers a flexible,
inclusive approach to Judaism. The synagogue
combines elements from both the Conserva-
tive and Reform traditions in its services, and
its membership includes interfaith families and
couples.

If you are interested in attending services, be-
coming a member or would like to learn more
about the synagogue, call 860-337-3618, email
ubofhebron@gmail.com or visit www.uboth-
ebron.org.

St. Peter’s News & Notes

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, located at 30
Church St., welcomes all to worship. Priest is
the Rev. Ron Kolanowski. For more informa-
tion, visit stpetershebron.com or search for St.
Peter’s Hebron on Facebook.

Sunday Worship: For the summer, services
are at 9 a.m., followed by a coffee hour in the
parish hall. Rite 1 will be celebrated through La-
bor Day weekend. The service is streamed live
on Facebook; visit www.stpetershebron.com to
join. St. Peter’s will return to two Sunday ser-
vices at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. on Sept. 13.

Weekly Virtual Coffee Hour: Wednesdays at
10 a.m., via Zoom. Call the office at 860-228-
3244 for Zoom information.

Sunday School Registration: Registration
will begin in early September. Contact the office
for information.

Outreach: Food donations support the lo-
cal food pantries. A collection basket is in the
church and outside the parish hall. St. Peter’s

maintains a nature preserve in the center of He-
bron for use by local nonprofits. The church is
also a supporter of Project Hope (homeless shel-
ter) in Willimantic.

Weekly Meetings: Contact the church
for more information on the following: Balance
Class: Mondays, 10:30-11 a.m., $5 - no Balance
Class on Labor Day; Connect: Mondays at 2
p-m.; Weekly Weeders/Garden Group: Mondays
at4 p.m.

Monthly Meetings: Building and Grounds,
Community Events planning, Finance, Liturgy,
Pastoral Care and Vestry. Also, the Women’s
Club typically meets the third or fourth Sunday
each month for crafting and fellowship. The St.
Peter’s 200th Anniversary Celebration Planning
group meets the third Thursday of each month
at 5 p.m. All are welcome to join. A Medita-
tion Class is held the fourth Wednesday of each
month at 4:30 p.m. in the church sanctuary. All
are welcome.
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Good Shepherd Parish News

The Church of the Holy Family (CHF), lo-
cated at 185 Church St. (Route 85), Hebron, is
yoked with St. Columba Church (STC) in Co-
lumbia, and together are members of the Catho-
lic Community of the Good Shepherd, with the
Rev. Michael Phillippino serving as pastor. The
parish office can be reached at 860-228-3727
ext. 105 Tuesday-Friday, from 9 am.-1 p.m.
through Labor Day.

Mass Schedule: Mass is offered at CHF Satur-
day at 5 p.m. and Sunday at 10 a.m., and at STC
Sunday at 8 a.m. Visit www.goodshepherdct.org
for weekday Mass times.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: The pastor is
available for the sacrament at CHF on Thurs-
days at 7 a.m. and on Saturdays at 4 p.m., and
at STC on Wednesdays at 7 a.m. and Sundays
at 7:15 a.m., or by appointment (church phone
ext. 110).

Praise Band and Choir Rehearsals: Both
groups are currently on hiatus. All rehearsals
take place at CHF from 7-8:30 p.m. and will
resume Tuesday, Sept. 22, for the Choir and
Thursday, Sept. 24, for the Praise Band. New
voices and instruments are always welcome.

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults
(OCIA): Meetings for this ministry will start
Sunday, Sept. 27 in the CHF Parish House, af-
ter the 10 a.m. Mass. The sessions will run 11:30
a.m.-1 p.m. and are open to adults who wish to
join the Catholic Church, Catholic adults who
have not yet completed the Sacraments of Ini-
tiation (Baptism, Holy Eucharist and Confir-
mation), and Catholic adults who wish to learn
more about their faith. Email ocia@goodshep-
herdct.org for more information and to register.

Meat Donations for Hebron Interfaith Hu-
man Services (HIHS): The Community Out-
reach Committee is reaching out to parishioners
to donate meat (any kind and amount) to HIHS.
All meat donations must be delivered directly
to HIHS on 26 Pendleton Drive, which is open
on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9 a.m.-6 p.m., and
Fridays, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Contact Monica (860-

228-4211) for more information.

Cereal & Meatloaves for CSK: The Com-
munity Outreach Committee collects breakfast
cereal each month for Covenant Soup Kitchen
(CSK) in Willimantic; the next date is Sept. 13.
Cereal donations are also welcome any time;
place bagged donations in the oak collection
box near the CHF Robing Room. The parish
also provides meatloaves to CSK each month.
Parishioners can deliver a cooked meatloaf to
the freezer in the garage (use side entrance)
closest to the CHF Parish House or the freezer
in the STC church hall by the 4th Tuesday of the
month. Meatloaves are delivered the next day.
The next due date is Sept. 22. Contact Diane
(860-508-9959) for more information.

Bicycle Drive for Windham Area Inter-
faith Ministry (WAIM): The Community
Outreach Committee is supporting WAIM’s
drive for rideable adult bicycles and working
bicycle equipment (Ulocks, tire tubes, pumps,
chains, helmets, etc.) for adult transportation.
Donors can drop off bicycle and/or equipment
donations at the CHF garage (use the left side
garage door). Donations can also be brought to
the WAIM loading dock on Riverside Drive in
Willimantic on Tuesdays through Saturdays, 9
a.m. to noon. The drive will continue through
September.

Parish Picnic: The second annual parish
picnic will be held Sunday, Sept. 20, at Colum-
bia Recreation Park. See the parish bulletin for
more information.

Homebound Ministry: The parish ministers
to homebound parishioners who wish to receive
the sacraments. Call the parish office (860-228-
3727 ext. 105 or 110) to set up a schedule.

Health Ministry: This ministry has wheel-
chairs and walkers available to parishioners
who may need them. Contact the parish office
(see info above) or email parishhands@good-
shepherdct.org for more information and where
to donate.

Senior Center News & Notes

Russell Mercier Senior Center has announced
the following programs. For more information,
see the online senior newsletter at hebronct.
com/town-departments/senior-center, or call
the center at 860-228-1700. Registration is re-
quired for all programs, unless noted, by call-
ing the center or stopping in. If the program
has a fee you must pay at the time of registration
with cash or check. Register at the programs/
transportation office window.

Special Events: All About Tomatoes Cook-
ing Demo: Wednesday, Sept. 9, 1 p.m. This
month, Ruth Reinwald, Senior Services pro-
gram coordinator, will demonstrate how to
make fresh salsa and bruschetta using fresh gar-
den tomatoes. Samples will be available. Regis-
ter ASAP.

Popcorn and a Movie: Monday, Sept. 14, 1
p-m. Michael will be shown. The film tells the
story of Michael Jacksons life beyond the mu-
sic. Rated PG-13, the movie runs two hours and
seven minutes.

Lunch and Legislative Update with State
Rep. Steve Weir: Wednesday, Sept. 16, 12:30
p.m. Join state Rep. Steve Weir (R-55th District)
for lunch and a legislative update. A light lunch
will be provided for free.

Back to School Trivia Challenge: Monday,
Sept. 21, 1 p.m. This free trivia game will fea-
ture a variety of categories. Teams will compete
for bragging rights. Light refreshments will be
served.

AARP Driver Safety Class: Tuesday, Sept.
22, 8:50 a.m.-1 p.m. Cost: $20 for AARP mem-
bers/$25 for non-AARP members, payable by
cash or check. You may be eligible for a multi-
year discount on your auto insurance.
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WASH THE POLLEN OFF YOUR CAR!
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Discovery Zone learning Center

45 Pendleton Dr.
Hebron
860-228-3952

152 Hebron Rd.
Marlborough
860-295-8003

2 Orlando Dr.
Columbia

860-228-8885

Infant, Toddler, Preschool, School Age Programs
Monday-Friday 7am-6pm Year Round
Ask about our curriculum & special programs!
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Ten Warning Signs of Dementia: Wednes-
day, Sept. 23, 1 p.m. Dr. Howard A. Selinger,
chairman of the Department of Family Medi-
cine at the Frank H. Netter, MD School of Medi-
cine at Quinnipiac University, will lead this free
presentation on how to recognize the signs of
dementia.

Trips: The Big E: Wednesday, Sept. 23. Cost
$5 per person; tickets can be purchased online
or at the gate. It's Connecticut day at the Big
E! Leave the driving to the center and skip the
parking hassle.

Annie at the Goodspeed Opera House with
Lunch at the Gelston House: Thursday, Dec. 3.
Cost is $112 per person (includes transporta-
tion, ticket, and lunch). Space is limited; pur-
chase tickets by Oct. 3.

Recurring Daily/Weekly Happenings: Some
programs have a fee, and some are no-cost, and
most require pre-registration. More informa-
tion in the monthly newsletter or at the senior
center.

Monday through Friday: Exercise Equip-
ment Room, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., or 9 a.m.-noon on
Fridays.

Mondays: Massage, 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; En-
hance Fitness via Zoom with Paul Smith, 9-10
am.

Tuesdays: Tech Connect Appointments, 9-11
a.m.; Knitting/Crocheting Group, 10:15-11:45
a.m.; Hand and Foot Canasta (cards), 12:45-
3:15 p.m.; Card-Making, 1-2:15 p.m. (pre-reg-
istration required).

Wednesdays: Enhance Fitness via Zoom with
Paul Smith, 9-10 a.m.; Free Zumba Gold Video,
10:15-11:15 a.m.

Thursdays: Weekly Shopping Trip (locations
vary), 815 a.m.; Massage, 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m,;
Yoga, 9-10 a.m.; Sunshine Singers, 10:15-11:45
am; Tai Chi, 10:15-11:15 a.m.; Mahjongg,
12:45-3:15 p.m,; Bingo, 1-3 p.m.

Fridays: Enhance Fitness via Zoom with
Paul Smith, 9-10 a.m.; FABBS, 10:45-11:45 a.m.;
Caregiver Support Group (3rd Friday), 11 a.m.-
12:30 p.m.; Golden Oldies Men’s Social Group
(4th Friday), 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Residents Graduate
The following local residents graduated in
May from the University of Rhode Island:
Hebron: Rowan Akerlind, who graduated
with a Bachelor of Arts degree in English and a
Bachelor of Arts degree in secondary education;
Lisset Genung, who graduated with a Master of
Arts degree in TESOL/Bilingual and Dual Lan-
guage Immersion.
Amston: Kane Woods of Amston, who grad-
uated with a Master of Science in interdisciplin-
ary neuroscience.
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School Board Plans Next Ste

By Toriana Williams

The Marlborough Board of Education ap-
proved financial transfers totaling $48,486.45 at
its Aug. 27 meeting. They began planning new
goals for the board and recently hired Superin-
tendent of Schools Paul Smith.

The meeting also included updates on a major
school building project, the start of the school
year and summer work at Marlborough Elemen-
tary School.

Board Approves Year-End Financial Trans-
fers

Of the biggest actions of the night was the ap-
proval of the district's 2025-26 financial trans-
fers.

Smith said the district expects to finish the fis-
cal year with a surplus of $48,486.45. The money
is expected to go into the district’s 2% fund after
the fiscal year audit is completed.

The discussion also looked ahead to the
town’s audits. Board member William Guzman,
a Democrat, shared that the 2024-25 audit was
close to being finished. The 2025-26 audit is ex-
pected to be completed by April 2027.

Major Alteration Moves Forward

The board received an update on the planned
major alteration project concerning a proposed
roof replacement and improvements of the

HVAC systems. There is not currently an esti-
mated cost for the project.

Guzman said eight companies submitted bids
to become the owner’s project manager, and the
building committee will meet Tuesday, Sept. 8,
at 6 p.m. in the school library to review the pro-
posals.

The committee plans to look at each compa-
ny’s experience and references. The companies’
fees had not yet been given to the committee
members, so those numbers are expected to be
discussed at the upcoming meeting.

“Well bring them to you, and then you can
vote on them,” said Smith.

The project will go to referendum before
funding for construction can move forward.

Goals Still Being Written

The board began work on its goals for the
next two years. The current board goals cover
2024-2026, and the new draft goals would cover
2026-2028. Smith also presented draft goals for
himself for the 2026-2027 school year.

Smith said he wanted the board’s goal and his
own goals to work together.

“That way we have the superintendent and the
board all working on the same things,” he said.

Smith said his draft used four main areas

Grief Share Support Group to Start

A Grief Share support group will begin Tues-
day, Sept. 29, and will run every Tuesday until
Dec. 8. The first session will begin at 4:30 p.m. at
Fellowship Community Church, 24 South Rd.,
and run until 6:30 p.m. Attendees will be given
a schedule for subsequent sessions at the first
group meeting.

The group consists of 13 videos and discus-
sion sessions, with the last session on Tuesday,
Dec. 8, which will be the last video and a Cel-
ebration of Life to honor your loved one.

The sessions include watching a video, group
discussions, and doing the sections pertaining
to the video in the workbook at your leisure.

Grief Share features nationally recognized ex-
perts on grief recovery topics. Seminar sessions
include “Is This Normal?” “The Challenges of
Grief,” “Grief and Your Relationships,” “Why?”

and “Guilt and Anger” This is not a consecu-
tive program. If you have started a Grief Share
program before and have not finished or come
in the middle of the sessions, you may still par-
ticipate again.

There is a $25 one-time registration fee,
which includes the workbook. You will get the
workbook at the first session. If you have already
paid the registration fee from the previous Grief
Share program, you will not need to pay again.

For more information, call 860-338-1060 or
email shopgirl53@sbcglobal.net. Registration
is on GriefShare.org. Click ‘Find a Group’ and
look for Fellowship Community Church. You
may register there to see the schedule for the
sessions and other information pertaining to
Grief Share.

Senior Center News and Notes

Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Drive,
is open for activities. For more information
about any senior center program, or to regis-
ter, call 860-295-6209 or email socialservices@
marlboroughct.gov. Also contact the senior cen-
ter for a list of regularly occurring weekly and
monthly programs, such as billiards, Mahjongg,
chair massage, the Cookbook Club, Parkinson’s
Disease Exercise Class, blood pressure screen-
ings, and more.

Senior Center Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8
a.m.-4:30 p.m; Friday, 8 a.m.-3 p.m.

Chair Yoga: Seated in a chair, explore gentle
movement, practiced breathing and peaceful
mindfulness. Next session: 9/8, 9/15, 9/22, 9/29.
Fee: $35/Marlborough residents, $40/non-resi-
dents. RSVP and payment due by 9/4.

FABBS Exercise: Flexibility, Agility, Better
Balance and Strength workout class. Movement
and exercises are drawn from body building,
yoga, ballet and more. Instructor Hilary Celen-
tano. Next session: 9/7, 9/14, 9/21, 9/28; 10:45-
11:45. Fee: $35/residents, $40/non-residents.
RSVP and payment due by 9/4.

Legislative Update with State Rep. Steve
Weir: 9/9, 1 p.m. Weir (R-55) serves as the state
representative for Marlborough, Andover, He-
bron and portions of Bolton and Glastonbury.

Thin Blue Line: 9/17, 10 a.m. Author Greg
Dillon will share his story-turned-book, about
a former FBI agent who discovers FBI miscon-
duct, and is subsequently demoted, harassed at
home and threatened with termination. Even
after a major courtroom victory and landmark
decision, the agent realizes retaliation has only
just begun.

Senior Center 25th Anniversary Party: Sat-
urday, 9/19, 1-4:30 p.m. The party will feature a
live swing band, ice cream truck, photo booth,
games, car show and more. All are welcome. The
event will be held rain or shine.

Birthday Club: Tuesday, 9/22, 1-2 p.m. Sep-
tember birthdays will be celebrated with cake!
Open to all friends and family. It does not have
to be your birthday month to celebrate; however,
if it is please RSVP.

Big E - CT Day: Beckish Senior Center in
Columbia has invited the Marlborough Senior
Center along on its Big E trip on Wednesday,
Sept. 23. Cost is $25/person for coach transpor-
tation. Departs from Beckish Senior Center at 10
a.m. and returns approximately 7 p.m. Limited
seating is available.

Open Discussion on Open Al: 9/30, 1-2 p.m.

Paul A. Kriksciun has dedicated his career to
helping organizations navigate complex tech-
nology and now focuses on making artificial
intelligence accessible and understandable for
everyone. All are invited to come learn and ask
questions.

Friendship Tours: GermanFest at the East
Hill Farm in New Hampshire: 10/8. Enjoy a
homemade Oktoberfest Luncheon, then listen
to live German music by Al Brogdon’s four-piece
Oompah Band. Stop at Yankee Candle’s flagship
store in South Deerfield, Mass. Cost is $158/per-
son. More information available at senior center.

Social Services: Senior Farmers Market Nu-
trition Program: Electronic benefit card, pre-
loaded with $40. For use at participating farmers
markets to purchase fresh fruits and vegetables,
eggs, honey, and fresh cut herbs. Use at the
Marlborough Farmers Market every Wednes-
day. For Marlborough residents only. Income
limit: Household 1 - $2,461/month, Household
2 -$3,337.

Food Bank: Located at 3 Wilhenger Drive,
and can be reached at 860-295-6008. There is
an open house Tuesdays from 10 a.m.-noon and
4-6 p.m. The food bank is open to qualified resi-
dents in need.

Eversource: There are low-income discount
rates available for electric bills. Proof required;
by appointment only.

Renters Rebate: Rebates are available for
renters age 65+ or disabled. Checks up to $700
for singles and $900 for couple. Rebate is based
on a graduated income scale and the amount of
rent and utility payments (excluding telephone)
made in the calendar year prior to the year in
which the renter applies. For more information
call the assessor’s office at 860-295-6201. For ap-
plication assistance, call the senior center. Rent-
er’s Rebate runs through Sept. 30.

Meals on Wheels: Provides meals and daily
visits for people 60 years of age and over, and
their spouses or caregivers. Apply directly with
CRT by calling 860-560-5848, or call the senior
center for a referral.

Transportation: Rides to medical appoint-
ments, employment, essential services, the Se-
nior Center and recreation activities are avail-
able to seniors and people with disabilities.
Transportation is available Mondays and Tues-
days only. Rides must be reserved two business
days in advance. Call 860-295-6209 for more
information. Visit www.marlboroughct.gov for
the complete transportation policy.

that are similar to the board’s previously writ-
ten goals. He said the new goals could be more
ambitious and take the board in a new direction.

Members will review the drafts and send their
ideas to Board of Education Chair Raymond
Morris, a Democrat, by Sept. 17. The board did
not read the drafts aloud, and said it hopes to
create its final goals at the September meeting
and planned to vote on them then.

Smith added he believes his superintendent
goals can be completed in one year, while the
board’s goals should cover two years.

“The superintendent should be working hard-
er than the board is,” said Smith.

School Years Starts Smoothly

School leaders reported that the new school
year has started well at Marlborough Elementary
School. Principal Paula Graef said the start of
school has been smooth while she has welcomed
Smith and Assistant Principal Jennifer Renkie-
wicz to the district.

“It’s been super smooth,” said Graef. She add-
ed that she had heard positive comments from
staff and families as well.

Renkiewicz described the school’s meet-and-
greet before the first day of school. She said

ps for HVAC Project

many families attended and that students were
excited to see their classrooms.

“There was such an excitement of families and
students coming back in and seeing their old
teachers and seeing their new classrooms and
everyone walked out smiling and ready for the
next day, she said.

Summer Work Included Building Upgrades

John Mercier, director of operations, shared
a list of summer projects that had been com-
pleted at the school. The work included a new
grant-funded greenhouse, drainage work near
the community room, playground and grounds
work, floor clearing and maintenance of the
boiler, generator, heating and cooling systems,
roof, plumbing, fire safety equipment and eleva-
tor.

The district also updated its Chromebooks,
Wi-Fi equipment, cameras, door access systems
and school software. Food service equipment
was inspected, and a new food service point-of-
sale system was put in place.

Morris praised the people who worked over
the summer.

“This building is pristine. It sparkles,” said
Morris.

Congregational Church News & Notes

Sunday Worship at Marlborough Congrega-
tional Church, located at 35 South Main St., is
held at 10 a.m. in the air-conditioned sanctuary.
The service is also broadcast live every Sunday at
mcc.marlcongchurch.org and recorded for later
viewing. Church pastor is the Rev. Valerie Seav-
er. There is no nursery care or Sunday School in
August; they will resume Sept. 20. Children are
always welcome at the worship service. The dea-
cons have provided quiet activity bags, found in
the narthex, for the youngest children to borrow
and enjoy at summer services and bulletins with
word games, mazes, and picture finds for Sun-
day school-age children.

Sept. 6: The service will be led by Seaver.
Holy Communion will be served and is open
to all, regardless of church affiliation, including
children with parental guidance. After worship
all are invited to Coffee Hour in the Thienes
Lounge for snacks and refreshments

Community Sing, led by Seat of Our Pants
member Carolyn Brodginski, is Saturday, Sept.
5, at 7 p.m., in the Thienes Lounge. All who en-
joy singing, including musicians, are welcome.
Music is provided.

Weekly Program: Senior Stretch and
Strengthen meets Fridays from 9:45-10:45 a.m.,
upstairs in the Thienes Lounge. Cost is $25 per
class. Try it for free on Sept. 4. All are welcome.

AA: The church sponsors three weekly meet-
ings: Wednesdays at noon and Thursdays at
5:30 p.m. in the Youth Room and Wednesdays
at 7:30 p.m. in the Community Fellowship Hall.
The Sept. 9 Wednesday evening meeting fea-
tures a potluck anniversary dinner. Doors open

Country Line
Dancing Fundraiser

There will be a Country Line Dancing fun-
draiser Friday, Sept. 11, from 6-9 p.m., at the
Marlborough American Legion, 128 East
Hampton Rd.

Aric Lemeiux of Sound Train Music will DJ
and lead country line dancing. Cost is $10. Feel
free to bring your own snacks. There is a cash
bar. The event is open to the public.

at 5:30 p.m.

ACA meets Tuesdays at 7 p.m. in the Youth
Room.

Outreach: The church collects non-perish-
able food items year-round for Marlborough
Food Bank with a basket located in the narthex
for Sunday worshippers to bring donations. The
next church-sponsored Drive Thru Café, for
Marlborough Food Bank clients and their fami-
lies with tickets, will be Sept. 27. Mission-giv-
ing through September will go to Community
Partners in Action Resettlement Program that
provides comprehensive reentry services from
basic needs to medical care, for women reenter-
ing society from York Correctional.

Second Blessings Thrift Shop is closed in
August and will reopen Friday, Sept. 11, and
Saturday, Sept. 12. Follow the shop through
Facebook at Second Blessings Thrift Shop, Marl-
borough for summer updates. The eBay shop is
open year-round at bit.ly/MCCebay.

General Information: Marlborough Con-
gregational Church is an Open and Affirming
faith community and all are welcome. The
church does not pass a collection plate, but free-
will giving boxes are found by the doors in the
sanctuary. Donations can also be made through
the church website, or mailed to the church at
P.O. Box 57, Marlborough, CT 06447. For more
information on the church or its programs, call
Seaver’s direct line at 860-295-0432, email her at
pastorval@marlcongchurch.org, or contact the
church office at office@marlcongchurch.org.

Reflective Number Signs
Available

Marlborough Parks & Recreation has drive-
way reflective number signs available for pur-
chase.

Signs cost $50. The vertical sign is double-sid-
ed, 8”7 x 24, with 4” numbers on blue highway
reflective metal. The signs help first responders
find your home in the event of an emergency.

Order forms are online at www.marlbor-
oughct.gov and at Town Hall.

YOUR LAWYERS FOR LIFE

Meet our Personal Injury Lawyers
Car accidents, Medical Malpractice, Defective Product,
Workmen’s Compensation, Slip and Fall

Bruce E. Newman

bps

lawyers

Sean M. Peoples

Proud Full-Service Law Partner of UConn Athletics

Reach out to us at
860-CALL-BPS (860-225-5277) | BPSLawyers.com
2252 Main Street, Glastonbury « 42 High Street, East Hampton

Erik Scalzi
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Marlborough Arts Center, located at 231
N. Main St,, is offering American Mah Jongg
classes this fall for teens and adults.

This six-week session is for beginners and
advanced beginners. The instructor, Barbara
Hahn, has been teaching for 15 years at local
senior centers and libraries.

Classes will be Thursdays 6-8:30 p.m., from
Sept. 17 to Oct. 29; or Fridays, 2-4:30 p.m.,

Learn to Play Mah Jongg

from Sept. 18 to Oct. 30. There will be no
classes Oct. 8 and 9.

Fee is a $60 donation to the Marlborough
Arts Center, plus a $15 fee for the 2026 NMJL
Card, which is yours to keep.

For more information and to register, go to
MarlboroughArts.org. For questions, call 860-
467-6353 or text 860-926-7500.

Parks and Rec. Programs

Marlborough Parks & Recreation has an-
nounced the following. For full program
descriptions or to register, visit www.marl-
boroughct.gov. For more information, call 860-
295-6203.

Youth Programs: Soccer Shots: Saturdays,
Sept. 12-Nov. 7, at the West Road upper field.
No session Oct. 10. Mini, for age 2, meets 3-3:30
p.m., and fee is $105/resident, $110/non-res-
ident. Classic, for ages 3-5, meets 4-4:45 p.m.,
and fee is $113/resident, $118/non-resident.

After School Co-Ed Kickball: For grades 5 &
6. Wednesdays, 3:15-4:15 p.m., Sept. 16-Oct. 21,
at MES. Registration fee is $30.

Sparkling Spinners: Dance class for ages 3-5.
Wednesdays, 4:30-5 p.m., Sept. 16-Nov. 18, at
Dance Dynamics in Hebron. Fee is $150.

Tiny Twirlers: Dance class for ages 2-3.
Tuesdays, 6-6:30 p.m., Sept. 15-Nov. 17, or Sat-
urdays, 9:30-10 a.m., Sept. 19-Nov. 21. Classes
held at Dance Dynamics in Hebron. Fee is $150.

Skyhawks Multi-Sport Tots: Wednesdays,
Sept. 23-Oct. 28, at Marlborough Elementary
School. Ages 2-3.5 meet 5-5:45 p.m., and ages
3.5-4 meet 6-6:45 p.m. Parent participation re-
quired for ages 2-3.5. Fee: $102/resident, $107/
non-resident.

Mad Science - Fall Crazy Chemworks: For
grades K-6. Thursdays, 3:15-4:15 p.m., Oct. 15-
Nov. 19, at MES. Fee: $144/residents, $149/non-
residents.

Crayola Imagine Arts Academy - Epic
Landmarks Throughout History!: For grades
K-6, at MES. Tuesdays, 3:15-4:15 p.m., from
Oct. 13-Nov. 24. Fee: $144/residents, $149/non-
residents. No class on 11/3.

Town Hall Closed
Marlborough Town Hall will be closed
Friday, Sept. 4, and Monday, Sept. 7, in ob-
servation of Labor Day.

Setback Tournament,

There will be a Setback Tournament Friday
Sept. 18, at the American Legion Post 197, 128
East Hampton Rd. Registration is at 6 p.m., and
the games start at 6:30 p.m.

This is a Round Robin-style tourna-
ment, and cost is $10 per person. Prizes
will be awarded for first, second and third
place. There will also be raffles and a 50/50.
(All proceeds go to the ladies auxiliary.)
For more information, contact Sharon at 860-
805-6917.

Town-Wide
Ta% Sale Coming
g

Marlborough Parks & Recreation is organiz-
ing the annual Town-Wide Tag Sale, coming up
Saturday, Oct. 3, from 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Registra-
tion forms are available in Town Hall or online
at www.marlboroughct.gov.

Fee is $25 with a deadline of Oct. 1; no excep-
tions.

Resident Graduates
Kyle Liang of Marlborough graduated in May
from the University of Rhode Island, with a
Master of Business Administration degree.

Whether you are looking for warmth in the
winter, or Alaska in the summer, or Mississippi
and European Rivers are beckoning you...

...NOW is the time
to start planning
your cruise!

Gall Hebron Travel
Today!

Hebrgn travel:s
61-B Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
860.228.8221 . hebrontravel@cs.com

Safe at Home: For grades 4-6. Wednesday,
Oct. 14, 5-6:30 p.m., at Marlborough Senior
Center. Participants will learn skills to prepare
them to be safe when home alone. Fee is $65/
resident, $70/non-resident.

Kids Sewing: Open Sew: Saturdays, Oct. 17
and Nov. 7, 10-11:30 a.m., at Marlborough Se-
nior Center. Kids can explore sewing beyond
the basics in this once monthly meeting. Fee:
$49/resident, $54/non-resident.

Safe Sitter: For grades 6-8. Saturday, Nov. 7,
9 a.m.-2:30 p.m., at Marlborough Senior Cen-
ter. Designed to prepare students in grades 6-8
to be safe when they’re home alone, watching
younger siblings, or babysitting. Fee: $140/resi-
dent, $145/non-resident.

Horseback Riding Lessons: Ages 5 and up.
Lesson days and times are flexible. Fee is four
lessons for $175/residents, $180/non-residents.

Adult Programs: Adult Tap: For ages 18 and
over. Thursdays, Sept. 16-Nov. 18, 8-8:45 p.m.,
at Dance Dynamics in Hebron. Fee: $200/resi-
dent.

Beginner Tai Chi: Tuesdays/Thursdays,
noon-12:45 p.m., at Marlborough Senior Cen-
ter. Fee is $40/resident, $45/non-resident.

Beginner and Intermediate Tai Chi: Tues-
days/Thursdays, 12:40-1:45 p.m., at Marlbor-
ough Senior Center. Fee is $40/resident, $45/
non-resident.

Adult Volleyball: Thursdays, 8-10 p.m., at
Marlborough Elementary School. Fee is $5 per
week. Session begins Oct. 5,

Zumba Class - Fall Session: Tuesdays, 6:30-
7:30 p.m., at Marlborough Senior Center. Fee is
$60/resident, $65/non-resident, or a $10 drop-
in fee.

Pickleball: Mondays, 5:30-7:30 p.m., and
Tuesday/Thursday, 9-11 a.m., at Blish Park.
Open to all levels of play. Registration is free.

Marlborough

Farmers Market

Zinas Cucina is hosting the Marlborough
Farmers Market every Wednesday until Oct. 14,
from 4-7 p.m., on the Town Green.

Attendees can expect live music and artisanal
goods such as goat milk soaps, fresh fruits and
vegetables, baked goods, a variety of crafts and
more.

The first 100 shoppers will receive a free
Marlborough Farmers tote bag. Produce farms
selling at the market will also be accepting WIC
and senior vouchers.

Local Art at Town Hall

Marlborough Arts Center has announced a
new solo art exhibit of local artist Arlene S. Cav-
alieri. Her paintings will be displayed at Town
Hall from August through October.

Cavalieri’s work includes oils and acrylic.
Her compositions often feature ocean and pond
scenes as well as landscape, animal and floral
subjects.

Marlborough Arts Center presents three-
month solo exhibitions for member artists in
the Marlborough Town Hall’s hallway. For in-
quiries regarding Cavalieri’s paintings, contact
Barbara Lazzari in Town Hall’s tax collector’s of-
fice or contact Marlborough Arts Center at 860-
467-6353 or info@marlborougharts.org.

PUCH
BARBER & STVLING SHOP

St. John Fisher Church News & Notes

St. John Fisher Roman Catholic Church is lo-
cated at 30 Jones Hollow Rd. Pastor is the Rev.
Carlos Zapata, Bill Gilles is deacon John McK-
aig is senior deacon retired. Heather Mancini
is church secretary and can be reached at 860-
295-0001; hours are Monday-Wednesday and
Friday, 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. People are asked to
call before heading over or connect at stjohn-
fisher30@yahoo.com. The church website is
www.stjfchurch.org.

Liturgical Celebrations: Weekend Masses: 4
p.m. Saturday and 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Sunday.
Weekday Masses: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
and Friday, 8:30 a.m. Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament: Mondays at 9 a.m. Weekly Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation: Saturdays, 3-3:30 p.m.,
or by appointment.

Ministry, Social and Parish Community
Events: An adult choir practices weekly; men’s
and women’s prayer groups, Knights of Co-
lumbus, Christian Outreach and Prayer Shawl
ministry meet monthly; and an active book club
meets quarterly. Social activities are planned
throughout the year to provide additional par-

ish fellowship. For details, see the church calen-
dar available on the church website.

Community Outreach and Service: The
Community Giving Garden is actively pro-
ducing fresh produce and meets Mondays at 5
p.m. The garden yields fresh produce delivered
weekly to the Marlborough Food Bank. Mon-
etary donations are accepted supporting the
students and families at Marlborough Elemen-
tary School. Food drives are held weekly for the
Marlborough Food Bank. Bags with specific
shopping lists are available at the Masses. Sand-
wich-making and collection continues the last
Thursday of the month for St. Vincent de Paul
in Middletown. Other scheduled service oppor-
tunities can be found in the weekly bulletin.

Additional Programs and Offerings: For
information on other programs, seasonal offer-
ings, adult faith formation, youth group, OCIA,
Knights of Columbus or other ministries, call
the office, visit www.stjfchurch.org, or look for
the church on Facebook (Saint John Fisher Ro-
man Catholic Church).

Cover Story « Cover Story « Cover Story « Cover Story « Cover Story « Cover

* Paulie’s Push, cont. from page 1

once he realized the impact he was having, he
said. People connected with him on the route.
Someone donated an RV. These days, he has a
small volunteer support crew providing support
on his course, and receives support and places
to stay in local communities.

Portland is one of those towns, and Fire Chief
Rob Puida said that Portland Fire Department
was happy to host Paulie and his crew at the fire-
house on Friday, Aug. 28.

“We didn’t choose Paulie; Paulie chose us,” he
said. “When he came through here last time, the
story goes, when he crested over the hill coming
down Route 66 and he saw the large American
flag, he said it started to really hit home to him
that this was something special and meaningful.
His team said that he always remembered com-
ing over that hill with that big American flag,
so they reached out to us and they asked if we
wouldn’t mind hosting them as a stop along the
route”

Puida said the department had appreciated
getting to trade stories and bond with Paulie at
the firehouse, and some even joined him along
the route on Friday.

“He took one of the firefighter’s air packs and
he wore it for half the trek [from East Hampton
to Portland], said Puida, noting that that gear
weighed about 30 pounds. “He said, ‘If those
firefighters could climb 60 flights on 9/11, this
is nothing for me””

At the firehouse on Friday afternoon, where
the crew was resting after that long push on a
hot, humid afternoon, Portland Senior Services
Administrator Sarah Elliott-Caratasios was de-
livering pizzas for Paulie and his crew. It was a
small gesture to make them feel welcome, she
said.

“Although we are a very small town, we do
things really big,” she said, “and the community
comes together to do huge things”

On Saturday, Puida himself joined the walk
along with his family as they left the firehouse
and headed towards Middletown via the Arri-
goni Bridge. Firefighters had hoisted up a large
American flag on the cranes of two trucks at the
entrance to the bridge.

Joining him for part or all of the walk that
day were First Selectman Mike Pelton, select-
men Andrea Alfano, Vinnie Pitruzzello, and
John Dillon, as well as Portland resident Leslie
Houghton, a bricklayer who worked at Ground
Zero while it was being rebuilt.

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT
FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

APPOINTMENTS
RECOMMENDED

[ HOURS: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT8-3 |

RE8-21-26

RE2-28-25

As Veneto pushed his chart at a quick clip, he
turned around every few yards to lead the other
four carts and wave to crowds. Every once in a
while, someone would hop off the curb to join
him in his push or share a thought with him.

Two of those people who rushed to say hel-
lo were Peggy Parsons of East Hampton, and
Barbara Parsons of Rockfall. Peggy ran up to
Veneto for a hug as if he were an old friend, and
later explained, with tears in her eyes, that she
hadn’t met him before, but felt connected to his
cause.

“God bless him and god bless the people,
anyone lost,” she said. “He’s a wonderful man.
Think of everybody every day; life is short.”

Also in attendance on Saturday was state Rep.
Christie Carpino (R-32). Carpino and state Sen.
Norm Needleman (D-33) had both been in at-
tendance the prior day, as Veneto arrived in
Portland from East Hampton. When he arrived
there, he was met by a crowd, including some
Portland Public Schools students.

“We made a promise to never forget the trag-
edy of 9/11, said Carpino in a Facebook post
last Friday. “Today, I had the honor of join-
ing members of the community to show our
support for Paulie’s Push as he made his way
through Portland. Paul Veneto is a retired flight
attendant who made a promise to never forget
the senseless deaths of 9/11. ... As we approach
the 25th anniversary of 9/11, we must continue
to keep their memories alive”

“As we approach the 25th anniversary of Sept.
11, a day still seared into American memories,
efforts like ‘Paulie’s Push’ remind us why we can
never forget,” Needleman said in a statement.
“Paul’s efforts remind us of the tireless, mean-
ingful work and sacrifices made by so many in
our darkest hours to support and protect our
communities. I'm grateful for his efforts and
look forward to see him complete his journey
to Ground Zero honoring our nation.”

MAKE SURE
CUTIEPIEISIN
THE RIGHT SEAT.

NHTSA.gov/TheRightSeat
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Where in the World is the szereast?

Taking a vacation or a day trip soon? Or simply going out to dinner?
Bring the Rivereast with you! Whether it’s across the globe or across
town, we want to see where you've been! Simply snap a photo with 2
the Rivereast, send it to bulletin@glcitizen.com and, if printed, you’ll
receive a gift card to Campagna Restaurant in Portland! Further details
are listed below. Happy travels!

AMERICA 'S FIR&.-T
SEASIDE RESORT

Fun in Scotland... Golf widows Dawn Garcia (left) from Hebron and P
(right) from East Hampton enjoyed a day at Bogbain Farms in Invergordon, Scotland,
with the owners, the MacGregors, and their friends.

mCan;ping at Cap uy.. Nick and Heather Delisle of Marlborough camp in a new
spot every summer - and this year they chose Cape May in New Jersey. And of course,
they brought along the Rivereast!

Great Times at the Castle... Bonnie Breinburg, Jane Muskatallo and Jeanne Bishop
brought along the Rivereast on a recent trip to Gillette’s Castle. Bonnie was visiting
; ’ o g & . LGRS lalsg e  from New Jersey, and requested a visit to the East Haddam landmark. She loved every

Guten Tag!... George and Elizabeth Chrostowsky recently visited Breitnau, Germany. quirky/interesting part of it - which Jane and Jeanne said they do as well! They said
It is a quaint little town nestled in the Black Forest of Germany. This area of Germany it’s worth a trip every now and then to marvel at the great craftsmanship that was
is home to cuckoo clocks and the renowned Black Forest cake. performed there.

Going on a trip?

-
Bring along the Bulletin! $25 GIFT CARI?

Submit your travel photo holding the
Rivereast News Bulletin, and you will win
a $25 Gift Card to Campagna Restaurant if
your photo is one the four entries selected!

. Fine Ital;
To enter, email your photo and 151 M“"lb‘;r:,(,lg & American Cuisine

Z o h Street (Rt 6
address to: bulletin@glcitizen.com 6), Portand
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Fund Now Accepting Grant Applications

The Andover Community Fund at the Great-
er Hartford Gives Foundation announced today
that it is now accepting grant applications for
projects that strengthen the wellbeing, vibrancy,
and resilience of the Andover community. Ap-
plications are due Oct. 1.

Full details of the Request for Proposals
(RFP) - including funding priorities, eligibil-
ity guidelines, and how to apply are available at
greaterhartfordgives.org/andovercf.

To explore eligibility guidelines, review ex-
amples of past funded projects, or learn more
about the application process, visit the Andover
Community Fund page at the Greater Hartford
Gives Foundation at greaterhartfordgives.org/
andovercf.

For organizations interested in learning more
about the new application, you can sign up for
an online information session on either Sept. 8
or Sept. 15 by emailing the committee at ando-
ver@greaterhartfordgivescf.org.

The Andover Community Fund Committee

Vacancy for PZC Alternate

There is a vacancy for an Alternate Planning
and Zoning Commission member. Any quali-
fied Andover elector interested in serving as a
member of the Planning and Zoning Commis-
sion for a term ending Nov. 20, 2029, is encour-
aged to apply.

The deadline for submission of letters of in-
terest is Thursday, Sept 3.

Letters of interest should be sent to: Town of
Andover Building Department 17 School Rd,,
Andover, CT 06232. Alternatively, submissions
may be emailed to: zoning@andoverct.org.

Paint Night with Kim

The Andover Community & Senior Center
will hold Paint Night with Kim, a community
event for ages 12 and up, on Friday, Sept. 25,
from 6-8 p.m. Ages 12-16 should be accompa-
nied by an adult.

You will paint a bittersweet wreath, to wel-
come the colors of fall. No experience os neces-
sary, and step by step instruction will be pro-
vided.

Cost is $20/person. Register by Monday, Sept.
21, by calling the center at 860-742-7305 ext.
4510.

Resident Graduates
Rachel Arseneault of Andover graduated in
May from the University of Rhode Island.
Arseneault graduated with a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in biological sciences and a Bach-
elor of Science degree in cell and molecular
biology.

DTC Chili Cook-Off

The Andover Democratic Town Committee
will hold its third annual Chili Cook-Off Sun-
day, Sept. 20, from noon-2:30 p.m.

Enter a pot of your best chili! There will be
prizes for the best and runner-up chilis. Contes-
tant fee is $15.

All are also invited to come sample the chilis
and vote for your favorites. Fee is $10 for a sam-
ple of all of the chilis, and chips. There will also
be a bake sale.

Proceeds go to the Andover Food Pantry and
the Andover DTC.

Contact Catherine Cremé to register, at cat.
creme2023@gmail.com.

is a group of volunteer residents who help iden-
tify local needs, shape grant priorities, and re-
view proposals for projects that enhance quality
of life in Andover. The committee makes grant
recommendations to the Greater Hartford Gives
Foundation. In the most recent grant cycle, the
fund awarded over $45,000 to seven local orga-
nizations, with individual grants ranging from
$1,000 to $10,000.

The Andover Community Fund is funded by
the Greater Hartford Gives Foundation (for-
merly known as the Hartford Foundation for
Public Giving). For more information on the
fund, the volunteer committee, the foundation,
and the grant application process, please visit
greaterhartfordgives.org/about-the-communi-
ty-funds.

General inquiries may also be sent to Ando-
ver@greaterhartfordgivescf.org.

Cookbook Club

All are invited to join the Andover Public Li-
brary Cookbook Club. The clubs next session
will be Tuesday, Sept. 22, at 5:30 p.m., and focus
on dishes found in cookbooks written by San-
dra Lee (Semi-Homemade).

The library has a small supply of cookbooks
by this author that you can borrow. Make one of
the dishes you find and bring it to the library on
Sept. 22, to share in a “themed potluck”

If planning to attend, or for more informa-
tion, call the library at 860-742-7428.

Barbecue and Car Show

Andover Congregational Church, 359 Route
6, will hold a Barbecue and Car Show on Friday,
Sept. 11, from 4 p.m. until 8 p.m. (Note the time
change.)

The band Cheap Brew will perform from 6-8
p.m.
All are welcome to show their car - it doesn't
matter if it's a show queen or a daily driver.

There is no entry fee to show your car. Ad-
mission is $15 and includes hamburgers and hot
dogs with all the fixin’s.

America250 Songwriter
Program at Library

Andover Public Library invites all to celebrate
both America250 and some of Connecticut’s
contributions to the American Revolution with
Connecticut songwriter and performer, Kent
Besocke.

This rescheduled program takes place on
Wednesday, Sept. 16, at 6 p.m. The evening fea-
tures an hour’s worth of music and stories, re-
vealing Connecticut’s hidden history, folklore,
and legendary figures.

RSVP is not required but is requested, by call-
ing 860-742-7428.

Craft Supply Tag Sale

Andover Congregational Church, 359 Route
6, will hold a Craft Supply Tag Sale Saturday,
Sept. 26, from 9 a.m.-3 p.m., on Saturday, Sept.
26.

If you are a crafter and have craft supplies you
no longer need or want, or if you are in search
of new supplies, this may be the event for you.
Vendor tables are available for $20. Leave a mes-
sage at the church, at 860-742-7696, for an ap-
plication or more information.

Donations will also be accepted.

HEALTHCARE SERVICES
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Andover Congregational Church, UCC,
located at 359 Route 6, invites all to worship,
held Sundays at 10 a.m. All are welcome.
The service also streams live on the church’s
Facebook page (First Congregational Church,
Andover, CT). For more information, call the
church office at 860-742-7696, email andover-
ctchurch@gmail.com or visit www.andover-
ctchurch.org.

Children’s Church: Is provided. Choir: At
9 a.m. Sundays in the sanctuary.

Congregational Church News

Food Pantry: Mondays from 5-7 p.m.
Bring your own bags. The Foodshare Van
comes to the church every other Wednesday
from 8:30-10 a.m.; Senior Pantry is on the
opposite Wednesdays.

AA Meetings: Saturdays and Mondays, 7
p.m.

Sonshine Stampers: Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m.

Bingo & Baskets: Friday, Sept. 18, dinner
at 5:30 p.m., followed by the game at 6:30 p.m.
Fee is $15/person.

WAIM Fall Flea Market

Windham Area Interfaith Ministry (WAIM)
will hold its Fall Flea Market, “Fifth Floor Trea-
sures,” on Saturday, Sept. 19, from 8 a.m.-noon,
at 866 Main St.

Discover a one-of-a-kind indoor flea market
experience on WAIMs fifth floor. Items range
from snow shoes to microscopes, and every-
thing in between.

Payment can be by cash, charge or check.

WAIM (Windham Area Interfaith Ministry)
is a social-service nonprofit that serves Andover
and Hebron, as well as Ashford, Bolton, Chap-
lin, Columbia, Coventry, Hampton, Lebanon,
Mansfield, Storrs, Scotland, Willington, Wind-
ham, and Willimantic.

For more information, call 860-456-7270 ext.
104 or Kathy Callahan at 860-228-0873.

Community & Senior Center Happenings

The Andover Community and Senior Center
(ACSC), located at 25 School Rd., is open Mon-
day-Thursday from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. and Friday
from 9 a.m.-noon. All are welcome. For more
information, call director Tess Grous at 860-
742-7305 ext. 4510 or at 860-798-6862.

The center’s monthly newsletter is available
online at www.andoverconnecticut.org. Copies
are also available at the center, Town Hall, and
Andover Public Library. To receive the newslet-
ter by email each month or to reserve space, call
860-742-7305. Also call the center if interested
in volunteering. Evening hours are available.
Call or stop by the center if interested.

Transportation: Call 860-498-2326 to sched-
ule transportation. Provide a one-week notice
for all appointment requests. Transportation is
available for town events and meetings, voting,
senior events, group shopping and medical ap-
pointments. Transportation available to Ando-
ver seniors, veterans, and disabled are welcome.
The driver shifts end at 5 p.m. If assistance is
required, passengers may bring an aid (age 18
or older).

Regular Weekly and Monthly Programs:
For a list of regular weekly and monthly events,
such as Movies, Wednesday Lunches, Stretch
& Strength fitness classes, Chair Massage and
more, see the monthly newsletter, “Community
Connections.” Transportation is available.

Yoga Classes: Chair Yoga with Haley: Mon-
days at 11 a.m. and Fridays at 8:30 a.m.; fee is $7
per class. Gentle Yoga with Haley: Fridays at
10 a.m.; fee is $10 per class. Yoga with Linda:
Thursdays at 5:45 p.m.; fee is $10 per class.

Monthly Veterans Coffee House: Monday,
9/14, 9:30 a.m. This is a free opportunity to con-
nect with fellow veterans, share stories, build
friendships, and enjoy a cup of coffee in a re-
laxed setting. All veterans are welcome.

Shopping: Tuesdays, 8:30 a.m. Shop in Willi-
mantic 9/8, 9/22. Shop in Manchester 9/15, 9/29.
Transportation is available. And on Thursday,
9/17, 8:30 a.m., shop Trader Joe’s & Michael’s.

Lunch Bunch: Friday, 9/18, 11 a.m., to Main
Moose, Columbia. Enjoy lunch with friends at a
local restaurant. The center will provide trans-
portation to and from the restaurant. Partici-
pants are responsible for the cost of their own
meal. Registration is required; call the center.

For a ride, call 860-498-2326.

Breakfast Bunch: Friday, Sept. 25, 9:30 a.m.,
at Rein’s Deli in Vernon. Participants pay for
their own meal. Registration required; call the
center. For transportation, call 860-498-2326.

Trip to the Hebron Harvest Fair: Friday,
Sept. 11, noon. Admission is free for seniors.

Trip to the Yale Peabody Museum: Thursday,
Sept. 24, at 10:30 a.m. Admission is free. Pay for
your own lunch at Wood-N-Tap in Newington.
Call the center to register.

Playtime with Munchkins: Tuesday, 9/15,
10-11 a.m. Bring your littles and connect with
other young parents in the area. Coffee will be
provided for parents.

Intro to Tai Chi: Tuesday, Sept. 15, 1:30 p.m.
Introduction to Tai Chi & Chair Tai Chi. This
class is designed for all fitness levels. Learn the
basic principles and flowing movements of Tai
Chi. Call the center to sign up.

Quilting Workshop: Mondays, Sept. 21 and
28, 5:30-8:30 p.m. Cost is $10 per class. Learn
the technique to make a 60-degree triangle table
runner. Bring your sewing supplies. Call the
center for fabric requirements and to sign up.

Kids’ Art Class with Kim: Wednesdays, 9/23
and 9/30, 3 p.m. Theme: Jelly Fish. This class is
geared toward kids grade 4-8 and is for all skill
levels. Supplies provided. Discount for siblings.
To register, call the center at 860-742-7305 ext.
4510.

Annual Steak Dinner

The Andover Volunteer Fire Department’s
annual steak dinner will be Saturday, Sept.
26, from 5-7 p.m., at the firehouse on School
Road.

This meal includes all you can eat sirloin
steak, served with a baked potato, salad,
fresh baked bread, beverages and ice cream.
Eat in or take out.

Tickets are $20 for adults, $15 for seniors
(age 62+) and $10 for children ages 6-12.

Tickets can be purchased from any fire de-
partment member, on Wednesday evenings at
the firehouse, or by calling Mindy at 860-706-
3074, Karen at 860-377-1599, or Chief Ron
Mike at 860-335-0264. A limited number of
tickets will be available at the door.

Better Dental
HEALTH

by George M. Mantikas, DMD

A Practice For

5

Optimal Dental Fitness

The early stages
of communication
disorders are easier
to spot when you
know the signs.

IDENTIFY@SIGNS

Early detection can improve
treatment and quality of life.
For more information visit
IdentifyTheSigns.org.

AN
"AW' SPEECH-LANGUAGE-

EARING
ASSOCIATION

WHAT HELPS FLUORIDE CLEAN TEETH?

Each toothpaste ingredient serves a different purpose. Abrasives help remove food,
bacteria, and stains from teeth. Humectants are used to keep toothpaste from drying
out. Thickeners give toothpaste the right consistency. Even detergents such as sodium
lauryl sulfate are used to create foam when brushing occurs. However, the most
important ingredient in toothpaste and other oral hygiene products like mouthwash
is fluoride. The bacteria in the mouth feed on sugars and starches that accumulate on
teeth when we eat, releasing acids that damage tooth enamel and cause a range of oral
hygiene issues. Fluoride strengthens tooth enamel, which helps fight acid damage. It
can even reverse the early stages of acid damage by re-mineralizing decaying teeth.
Are you curious about the importance of fluoride in dental health care? Our
approach to addressing our patients’ dental needs includes educating them on
effectively avoiding future problems, thus promoting optimal oral hygiene. To
this end, our mission is to provide open and free communication and the highest
standard of personalized care in an environment of health, mutual understanding,
and respect. We have office hours by appointment.

PS. Even if you drink fluoridated water, it is still necessary to use a fluoride
toothpaste. Fluoride toothpaste increases concentrations of fluoride in teeth, even in
areas with a high level of fluoride in the drinking water.

George M. Mantikas, DMD, PC
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By Toriana Williams

Despite objections from a board member
and a sharp warning from the Board of Educa-
tion over the legality and financial implications
of the change, the Andover Board of Selectmen
approved a new funding procedure for Ando-
ver Elementary School during a lengthy Aug. 10
meeting.

The 4-to-1 vote came after nearly an hour of
debate over whether the town should continue
transferring one-tenth of the school’s annual ap-
propriation each month or instead fund school
expenses as they come.

First Selectman Jeff Maguire, a Democrat, ar-
gued the new approach would allow the town to
earn tens of thousands of dollars in additional
interest. BOE Chair Caitlin Greenhouse, unaf-
filiated, and Superintendent of Schools Valerie
Bruneau argued the existing system is neces-
sary for the school’s operations and that the
proposed change could violate state law and the
town charter.

During the meeting, Selectman Scott Person,
a Democrat, was appointed as vice first select-
men and there was discussion on the Long Hill
Bridge and other town projects.

Debate On New School Funding Procedure
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Church Celebrates Baptisms. .

The most consequential discussion during
the meeting centered on school funding.

Maguire said the town had been sending ap-
proximately $483,000 to the school at the be-
ginning of each month, even though the school
did not necessarily spend all of that money im-
mediately. He proposed funding accounts pay-
able and payroll as needed instead, allowing the
town to keep more money in accounts that ac-
crued interest.

“What 'm asking and what I'm trying to do is
fund the school’s expenses, which are with town
money because those are town expenses, fund it
as they need it,” said Maguire. He estimated the
proposal could generate between $20,000 and
$50,000 worth of interest for the town.

Town attorney Dennis O’Brien told the board
that, in his opinion, the authority to make the
funding decision rested with the BOS. He add-
ed, “The only way to find out whether there’s any
kind of illegality here is if in the course of doing
this, if the Board of Education and the school
was negatively affected by the implementation
of this plan”

Bruneau strongly disagreed with the pro-
posed process. She said the school needs pre-

T—

On Sunday, Aug. 16, Andover Congregational Church,

United Church of Christ, gathered at Andover Lake for a baptism service. Following
morning worship, several individuals of different ages entered the water to receive the
sacrament of baptism, surrounded by family, friends, and members of the congrega-
tion. The Rev. Rose Nilson led the baptisms with assistance from her husband, Brian.

dictable monthly funding, and she objected to
the idea that the school would have to provide
financial information to receive money already
appropriated by taxpayers.

“We do get one-tenth for 10 months. That is
what we need,” Bruneau said.

The discussion became increasingly heated
between Maguire and Bruneau as the conten-
tious back and forth continued. Maguire argued
he was requesting only basic accounting infor-
mation, such as a check register, rather than in-
dividual receipts. Bruneau maintained that the
new process would effectively require the school
to justify its financial needs to the town.

At one point, Selectwoman Anne Cremé, a
Democrat, suggested that the school open its
own account that could accrue interest. Ma-
guire rejected that proposal and said interest
should ultimately benefit Andover taxpayers
rather than remain under school control.

The board eventually voted on the proposal.
Cremé voted ‘no’ while the rest of the board vot-
ed in favor of the proposal, with the new AES
funding procedure approved.

Public Comment

During public comment, BOE member Shan-
non Louden, a Democrat, criticized the funding
decision. She argued that the previous process
had been functioning properly and that the
change was responsible for the legal expenses
now being incurred.

“The funding process to AES wasn’t broken,
and it became policy appropriately through
the Board of Finance,” said Louden. She added
that the school had been receiving funds ev-
ery month and that the existing process “was
working just fine and was approved by all three
boards”

BOE Chair Defends Position

After the meeting, Greenhouse wrote to the
Rivereast defending the BOE’s position and
challenging both the process and authority be-
hind the funding change.

“The Board of Educations main concern
is the daily operation and management of 35
School Road in Andover,” said Greenhouse, ref-
erencing the address of the elementary school.

Greenhouse said Maguire presented the pro-
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Selectmen Approve New School Funding Procedure

posed funding change to her in June and that
she advised that it should be discussed at a fu-
ture BOF meeting. She said the procedure nev-
ertheless changed July 1 “without discussion or
formal action by the Board of Education, Board
of Finance or Board of Selectmen”

She argued that Andover’s town charter plac-
es day to day town operations on the shoulders
of the town administrator and excludes the BOE
from the town administrator’s financial and
purchasing oversight. She also cited Connecti-
cut law as giving the BOE discretion over its ap-
proved appropriation after a budget is passed.

“The first selectman or Board of Select-
men does not have the authority to unilater-
ally change the established funding process or
condition the release of school funding on ad-
ditional weekly documentation or municipal
approval,” wrote Greenhouse.

Greenhouse said the school’s cash balance
is needed to cover expenses while waiting for
grant reimbursements and tuition payments,
as well as payroll, special education obligations
and unexpected costs.

She also challenged the town’s estimate of pos-
sible interest savings and said the BOE had not
seen a professional analysis demonstrating how
much the proposed change would actually save.

Greenhouse said the BOE has asked the state
Department of Education to review the dispute
and will work with state officials and its attor-
neys to determine what happens next.

Other Business

After a brief discussion of whether the vice
first selectman position should be filled by se-
niority or political balance, Person was appoint-
ed by a 4-to-1 vote, with Cremé voting against.
Her and Person were the only two candidates
who put their names forward.

Town Administrator Matt Streeter discussed
the Long Hill Bridge project, which he said re-
mained on schedule. Crews were waiting for a
micropile crew while continuing to remove the
old foundation. The Percy Cook Trail plan was
described as being on the “back burner;” said
Streeter, but Maguire pressed for the town to
decide how previously paid engineering work
would be reimbursed through a grant.
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Obituaries
Portland Colchester to laugh and bring joy to others. He was also an  ed by love.

Craig Pitkin Evelyn Frances Bennett excellent cook, and some of his happiest mo- He will be remembered for his courage, hu-

On July 27, Craig Pitkin
passed away peacefully at |
home. He was 77 years old.

He was preceded in
death by his wife Rae, the
love of his life.

Craig believed that to &
live in the hearts of those
we leave behind, is not
to die. He will be deeply
missed.

A private celebration of
life will be held for close friends.

Marlborough

Philip Carmine Conderino

Philip Carmine Con- e~
derino, 75, of Henrico,
Va., passed away Tuesday,
Aug. 18.

Born May 1, 1951, in
Hartford, Phil was raised
in Marlborough, where
he attended RHAM High
School and was part of
the 1968 state champion-
ship soccer team, a title he
was still happy to bring up
decades later. He went on to attend Dean Junior
College before beginning a career that would
define much of his working life: 25 years with
Coca-Cola and other soda companies. Never
one to stay still for too long, he eventually struck
out on his own, opening Freedom Carpets, and
building it into a business he was proud to call
his.

In 1986, Phil and his wife, Karen, whom he
was married to for over 50 years, settled in Wil-
lington, where they raised their family. He later
served as president of Willington’s youth recre-
ational soccer league, trading in his own soccer
cleats for the sidelines and proving that once a
soccer man, always a soccer man.

Phil was a man of simple joys and steady loy-
alties. He loved a good road trip, especially one
that ended at a national park he hadn’t explored
yet. He also looked forward to fishing trips with
his Pennsylvania crew. He was a regular on the
golf course with his friends, and for most of his
adult life he kept a standing monthly card game
going with Karen and the same close friends
hed had since high school. He was a devoted
and occasionally weary fan of UConn women’s
and men’s basketball, the Boston Red Sox, the
Boston Celtics, and, perhaps most impressively,
the Minnesota Vikings, a loyalty that says as
much about his character as anything else in
this obituary.

Phil is survived by his wife, Karen Conderino;
his children, Amber Stanwix (John) and their
daughter Violet, Michele Conderino, and Dan
Conderino (Kristen) and their daughter Sloan;
his sister, Laura McNaughton (Harold “Bud”
Newman); and many friends who were as close
as family. He was preceded in death by his par-
ents, Catherine and Anselmo Conderino, and
his older brother, Michael Conderino.

A celebration of life will be held at the Marl-
borough Tavern, 3 East Hampton Rd., Marlbor-
ough, on Saturday, Sept. 12, from 4-7 p.m.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that dona-
tions be made in Phil’s memory to Open Doors
(opendoorsct.org), a Norwalk organization
dedicated to preventing and ending homeless-
ness.
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Evelyn Frances Ben-
nett, of Colchester, passed
away on Wednesday, Aug.
19, at Hartford Hospital
after a long illness. She
was 77 years old. Evelyn
was born on April 30,
1949, in Manchester, to
the late Gerald and Bessie
Ambo.

She married the love
of her life, Kenneth Paul
Bennett on June 20, 1970. The couple settled in
Colchester, where they made their home and
raised their family. Evelyn retired several years
ago after a 35-year career as a quality control in-
spector for Sylacon Plastics in Deep River.

In her free time, Evelyn loved putting togeth-
er a challenging jigsaw puzzle or crocheting a
handmade treasure for her family and friends to
have. She enjoyed bird watching, especially the
beautiful hummingbirds. Most importantly, she
will be remembered for the love and devotion
she gave selflessly to her family.

In addition to her husband Kenneth, she
leaves her children, Angela and spouse, Brian
Swanhaus of Waterford, John and spouse The-
resa Creder of Middletown, Lori Creder of
Norwich, Brenda Curtis of Jewett City; sisters,
Dolores Langer of Brockdon, Mass., Judy Ab-
bate of Florida; four grandchildren; and many
extended family members and friends. In ad-
dition to her parents, she was predeceased by
seven siblings.

A celebration of life memorial service will
be held on Friday, Sept. 11, beginning at noon,
with visitation at the Aurora-McCarthy Funeral
Home, 167 Old Hartford Rd., Colchester, fol-
lowed by a graveside service at 2 p.m. in Lin-
wood Cemetery, Colchester.

For online condolences or to share a memory
story of Evelyn, please visit www.auroramccar-
thyfuneralhome.com.

Portland

Frank Colonghi
Frank Colonghi of

Portland passed away
peacefully Tuesday, Aug.
18, surrounded by the
family who loved him
deeply.

Born April 21, 1951, in
Middletown, Frank was
raised in a close-knit Ital-
ian family where faith,
family, hard work, good
food, and laughter were
central. His parents, Frances and Joe, and his
grandmother Rose were especially important
influences, along with many close extended
family relationships.

Frank attended Xavier High School in Mid-
dletown and St. Michael's College in Vermont.
He built a successful 40-year career in the con-
struction industry, earning respect for his skill,
work ethic, and the strong relationships he
formed. His crews often referred to one another
as “brother”

Frank lived life fully and with enthusiasm.
He enjoyed running, cycling, skiing, hunting,
fishing, and boating, and was an accomplished
barefoot water skier. His adventurous spirit led
him to scuba diving, where he became a certi-
fied divemaster and explored shipwrecks. He
spent many cherished days on the water, in-
cluding frequent trips to Block Island, tropical
islands, and Rhode Island beaches where lasting
memories were made with friends and family.

He was larger than life, with an unforgettable
smile and a great sense of humor. Frank loved

ments were spent around the table with family
and friends.

Above all, Frank loved his family. He was a
devoted husband to his wife and soulmate, Jan,
and a loving father to his son, Zach, and daugh-
ter, Francesca Bruzzese, and her husband, Dante
Bruzzese. He was a proud and loving “Poppy” to
his grandson, Rocco. He also shared a special
bond with his mother-in-law, Jeanne Schmidt,
and was joyfully awaiting the birth of his grand-
son, Giulio Frank, who will carry his name.

FranK’s faith in God was a source of strength
throughout his life, especially after his diagno-
sis of glioblastoma in 2015. He faced his illness
with remarkable courage and without com-
plaint, supported by the devoted care of his wife
and son so he could remain at home surround-

mor, generosity, adventurous spirit, and deep
devotion to his family. His life leaves behind
countless stories, laughter, and a lasting legacy
of love carried on through his children and
grandchildren. Now, after a long and coura-
geous journey, Frank is at peace in the loving
care of the God in whom he placed his faith.

A Mass of Christian Burial was held Monday;,
Aug. 24, at St. Sebastian Church, with interment
in the Swedish Cemetery, Portland. D’Angelo
Funeral Home, 22 South Main St., Middletown
is in charge of arrangements.

“The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want”
- Psalm 23

Frank was deeply loved, and he will be deeply
missed.
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* Hebron Harvest Fair, cont. from page 1

said.

While the fair may look like a giant party to
visitors, a huge amount of work happens long
before the gates open. Organizers plan for the
next fair almost as soon as the current one ends.

“It’s pretty much an all year thing,” said Koyz-
ra.

After the fair, members hold a critique in
October to talk about what worked, what didn’t
and what could be improved for the following
year. Then the planning continues.

Koyzra said the fair is the Hebron Lions
Clubss largest fundraiser, but the money doesn’t
stay with the club.

“Monies that we raise from the public have to
go back to the public,” he explained.

The club’s charities committee decides where
the money goes. Each April, the club holds a
night of giving and invites recipients to attend.
For Koyzra, seeing those organizations benefit
is one of the best parts of the work.

“That’s what makes it, thats what its all
about,” he said.

The Lions Club also helps put on other com-
munity events, including the town’s firework
show.

That means a trip to the fair can be more than
just a fun day or night out. By buying a ticket,
eating fried dough, playing a game or taking a
ride, fairgoers are also helping support chari-
table causes. There’s nothing better than a good
time that benefits others in return.

Koyzra said many people probably don’t even
realize how much their support helps.

“I don’t think the fairgoers and patrols realize
that they’re really helping out these local state
and national charities also,” he said.

That spirit of community has helped keep
people coming back year after year. Koyzra
shared that people often talk about how much
they look forward to the fair. In the past, the
town even had a saying for the event.

“The slogan used to be, ‘See you at the fair]
from people in town,” he said. That strong bond,

LIKE
US ON

Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin

MONUMENT

Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service
Since 1982
- Cleaning -Repairing
-Cemetery Lettering

215 Lebanon Ave.,

Colchester
located w/ Colchester Florist

860-537-3289

“A monument should cost no

more than a family can afford.”

close-knit community and excited feeling is still
around today.

The fair has also become a place where peo-
ple make new friends. After more than 30 years
with the Lions Club, Koyzra said every year
brings new memories.

“Every year, there is something that changes a
little bit,” he said.

He described meeting new friends through
vendors and fairgoers, and he said the small
changes made each year help keep the event
fresh.

This year, organizers listened to people who
wanted another place to enjoy a drink while lis-
tening to music. A second beer location will be
set up near the stages. And then, Koyzra spoke
of “the transformation” with an unexpected
level of awe.

Perhaps one of the most amazing parts of the
fair happens before the event even opens. Koyz-
ra described watching the fairgrounds change
from a mostly empty space into a busy little city.

“It’s like a whole city pops up, and that’s for
our town,” he said.

Then, almost before anyone knows it, the fair-
grounds are filled. The speed of the change ap-
parently amazes even those who have witnessed
it several times before.

“It’s kind of awe inspiring how quick that hap-
pens and how quick everything goes and how
all the pieces fall into place,” he said.

For visitors, the final result is a colorful world
of rides, lights, music, food and entertainment.
For the volunteers behind the scenes, it’s the re-
sult of months of planning and years of experi-
ence. Koyzra is quick to point out that he is only
one small part of the concerted effort.

His biggest message is one of gratitude to the
people who make the fair possible.

“From the members to the volunteers, this
is a huge combined effort,” he said. He added,
“The members and the volunteers are the ones
who really deserve credit for getting the fair go-
ing every year”

Amy Meisner was diagnosed with MS in 1997. For someone who has always
danced, MSwould seem like the end. Butfor Amy, it means the startofa new
chapter. She’ll never leave the floor, still dances from her wheelchair, and
is a great choreographer. Embracing Amy’s undying passion, the National
MS Society teamed up with LaTonya Swann to create an entirely new and
inspired dance experience through virtual reality. See their experience

and find out how you can share yours at WeAreStrongerThanMS.org.

Together We Are Stronger.

National
Multiple Sclerosis
Society

-2
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Needleman Endorsed by
Independent Party, Retired Teachers

The Independent Party and the Association
of Retired Teachers of Connecticut each recent-
ly endorsed state Sen. Norm Needleman (D-33)
in his bid for another term in office.

Needleman representing the 33rd Senate Dis-
trict, which includes Colchester, East Hampton
and Portland, as well as Chester, Clinton, Deep
River, East Haddam, Essex, Haddam, Lyme, Old
Saybrook and Westbrook.

Needleman welcomed the Independent Party
endorsement.

“To consider issues solely on party lines does
a disservice to the depth and importance of the
many problems our state needs to fix, and to re-
ceive the support of the Independent Party rein-
forces my work to represent all of our commu-
nity’s needs,” he said. “Each issue brought to the
Capitol needs thorough, meaningful review and
I am committed to continuing this important
work should I earn another term in the Senate”

Needleman was previously endorsed by the
Independent Party in his successful 2020, 2022
and 2024 campaigns for state Senate.

Needleman said he is also grateful for the en-
dorsement of the Association of Retired Teach-
ers of Connecticut.

“Without our teachers, our students can’t

properly thrive, and to
ensure Connecticut edu-
cation remains strong, we
need to continue to give
them the support they
need,” said Needleman.
“This recognition inspires
me to continue serving
our communities now
and in the future, with
an eye on continuing to
preserve the educational 2 '
quality we rely on” Needleman

So far this year, Needleman has additionally
received the endorsements of the 314 Action
Fund - an organization that supports electing
Democrats with a background in science to
public office — and the American Federation of
Teachers (AFT).

Needleman serves as Senate chair of the En-
ergy and Technology Committee, vice chair of
the Planning and Development Committee and
a member of the Commerce, Finance, Revenue
and Bonding, and Transportation committees.

Needleman, who was first elected to the state
Senate in 2018, is seeking his fifth term.

\
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Dancing with the Stars

AHM Youth and Family Services will present
a “Dancing with the Stars” fundraiser Saturday,
Sept. 19, at the RHAM High School auditorium,
85 Wall St., Hebron.

This community-centered event pairs local
“celebrities” with dance studios to learn and
perform a choreographed routine on stage.

Teams will have individual fundraising pag-
es to earn “fan votes” before the event. Voting
will be open Sept. 1-17. A panel of judges will
choose an overall winner the night of the event.

Tickets are $12/person when purchased in
advance online, and $15 at the door on Sept. 19.

For more information, visit ahmyouth.org.

Submissions Accepted for ‘Fall Into Art’

AHM Youth and Family Services is hold-
ing the second “Fall Into Art” autumn-themed
community art show on Saturday, Oct. 24.
Enjoy local art, craft projects, and a visit from
AHM’s mascot, Pendelton the Owl!

Local artists and community members of all
ages are invited to participate in this autumn-

themed day of fun. To submit your artwork for
display, use the form at ahmyouth.org/fall-into-
art-registration.

This free event is held during Hebron Harvest
Moon Festival, in collaboration with the He-
bron Creative Collective.

For more information, visit ahmyouth.org.

RHAM Music Mattress Showroom Fundraiser

The RHAM Music Boosters group is hosting
the return of its 1-Day Mattress Sale Fundraiser,
partnering with Custom Fundraising Solutions
to make the event possible.

For one day only on Saturday, Sept. 26, from
10 a.m.-4 p.m., the RHAM High School cafete-
ria (85 Wall St., Hebron) will be transformed
into a full-scale mattress showroom. Cus-
tom Fundraising Solutions (CFS) will provide
brand-new mattresses at up to 50% below retail
value. The sale will feature such brands as Pur-
ple, Simmons Beautyrest Black, Helix, Therape-
dic, Tranquility Sleep Systems, and more. Every
purchase supports the students - even if you
just want a luxury pillow.

What's available at the sale: twin mattresses
starting at $199; full mattresses starting at $289;
queen mattresses starting at $299; king mat-
tresses starting at $499; and master suite luxury
options ranging from $1,500 to $3,500+.

Adjustable power bases, CordaRoy’s Con-
vertible Bean Bag/Nest chairs, luxury sheets
& pillows, body massagers, and mattress pro-
tectors will also be sold below retail the day of

One-year-old Mr. Genius might seem ironically named, as he
can sometimes be found hiding beneath his bed. Not the move
of the smartest in the room. But rather than lack of intelligence,
Mr. Genius’ hiding is the product of his timidity. He likes the
company of gentle people and other friendly cats and in the
presence of both, his path to confidence and bravery will be
accelerated. He would appreciate an adopter who understands
that the shy fellow they meet on adoption day is a different cat
than the one who will emerge when comfort and patience are
given in liberal amounts.

“PET OF THE WEEK”

FOR MORE INFO ON ADOPTING CATS 0r DOGS, CALL 860-569-0722 . A
VOLUNTEERS & FOSTER HOMES NEEDED — CALL: 860~-569-0722 O£
@ Protectors of Animals, Inc. 144 Main St., Unit O, E. Hartford, CT 06118

A non-profit, all volunteer animal rescue organization,
rescuing abandoned, abused and impounded cats and dogs.

the event. Delivery, old mattress removal, and
0% financing options are available, with orders
ready for delivery or pickup 12 to 14 days after
the sale.

Every mattress is brand-new, built-to-order,
comes in all standard sizes, and carries full
100% factory warranties. Every purchase di-
rectly supports the RHAM High School Music
Department.

For more information, search for “RHAM
Mattress Fundraiser” on Facebook.

AHM Fall

Brochure Released

Registration is now open for AHM Youth and
Family Services’ fall programs.

AHM said it has many activities lined up
for all ages, including theater, macrame, messy
hands, and more. The fall brochure also has
information about QPR, Drug Take Back, and
special events.

Visit ahmyouth.org to view the program list-
ing and to sign up.

Felix , 3 mths, is a sweet, chill go with the flow tuxedo.
He is very easy going. He likes his playtime and will run
around with his siblings when they encourage him but
he really enjoys lounging around or sitting in the cat tree
and watching the birds outside. He is very affectionate
and loves being carried around like a baby. He is just a
love sponge who can’t soak up enough attention! Felix
would fine going home with one of iis siblings but he
would also be fine as a single kitten as long as he gets the
attention he craves because he loves his people.

RE9-4-26
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Volunteers Wanted for Stream Assessments

The Salmon and Eightmile River watershed
organizations are hosting a training program
for volunteers in September to assist with bio-
logical stream assessments.

Aquatic benthic macroinvertebrates (water
bugs) are good indicators of water quality and
stream health. Learn how to collect and iden-
tify stream macroinvertebrates in this training
program which will include an indoor work-
shop followed by field training at selected
sites.

The training program will be held on Sat-
urday, Sept. 12, from 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m., and
includes field time. The indoor workshop will
be held at Burnham Brook Preserve, 2 Dolbia

Hill Road-East, East Haddam, starting at 9
a.m. After the classroom portion, we will head
to Devil's Hopyard State Park, East Haddam.

Registration is limited to 20 participants.
This program is appropriate for high school
age and above, however a parent/guardian
must accompany a minor. To register or for
any questions, contact Pat Young at salmon-
riverct@att.net or info@eightmileriver.org.

Collectively, the Salmon and Eightmile
River watersheds cover over 200 square miles
and include the towns of Bolton, Colchester,
Columbia, East Haddam, East Hampton, East
Lyme, Glastonbury, Haddam, Hebron, Leba-
non, Lyme, Marlborough and Salem.

Weir Receives Independent Party Endorsement

State Rep. Steve Weir (R-55)has received the
endorsement of the Independent Party of Con-
necticut in his campaign for re-election to rep-
resent Connecticut’s 55th House District.

The endorsement follows a vote of the Inde-
pendent Party’s State Central Committee and
will place Weir on the Independent Party line
on the November ballot, in addition to his Re-
publican endorsement.

Weir said he was honored to receive the en-
dorsement and added he believes it reflects an
approach to public service centered on inde-
pendent thinking, listening to different per-
spectives and working with people regardless of
political affiliation.

“I'm honored to receive the Independent
Party’s endorsement,” said Weir. “I have always
believed that good representation starts with lis-
tening. I represent Republicans, Democrats, in-
dependents and people who don’t identify with
any political party. My responsibility is to listen
to all of them, consider ideas on their merits
and make the decisions I believe are best for the
people and communities I represent”

The Independent Party of Connecticut em-
phasizes independent thinking, government ac-
countability, fiscal responsibility and candidates
willing to put the interests of their constituents
ahead of partisan politics.

Weir said maintaining political balance in
Hartford is particularly important today. Dem-
ocrats currently hold approximately a two-to-
one majority in both chambers of the Connecti-
cut General Assembly.

“I don’t believe one party has all the right

answers all of the time,
Weir said. “Regardless of
which party is in the ma-
jority, our government
benefits when there are
different perspectives at
the table, people willing
to ask questions, and leg-
islators willing to work
together when they find
common ground.

“Connecticut faces
real challenges with af- Weir
fordability, the cost of government, housing,
education and creating an environment where
families and businesses can prosper,” Weir con-
tinued. “Those challenges aren’t Republican or
Democrat challenges. Solving them requires
thoughtful debate, independent judgment and a
willingness to work with others.”

Weir added that accepting an endorsement
does not change his obligation to independently
evaluate issues that come before the legislature.

“An endorsement should never mean surren-
dering your independence or committing your-
self to someone else’s political agenda,” Weir
said. “T'll continue doing what I've done since
I was first elected: listen to everyone, work with
people across the political spectrum and judge
each proposal on its merits and its impact on
the people I represent”

The 55th House District includes Andover,
Hebron, Marlborough, and portions of Bolton
and Glastonbury.
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First Draft of POCD Now Available

The first draft of the East Hampton 2026 Plan
of Conservation and Development is avail-
able for public review at www.easthamptonct.
gov/1434/DocumentsReports.

The document details the community’s objec-
tives for land use, the means for implementing
those objectives, and a statement of policies and
recommendations designed to realize the plan’s
vision.

The POCD working draft will be presented to
the council on Sept. 8, with additional discus-
sion set for Sept. 22.

The whole month of October is the formal
public comment period. The POCD is also re-

viewed by the Southeastern CT, Lower River
Valley, and Capital Region Councils of Govern-
ments. Comments may be submitted in writing
at any time during the month for consideration
by the POCD Steering Committee and PZC.
The POCD is then formally reviewed by the
Planning and Zoning Commission, which is the
body that adopts the plan.

A formal public hearing on a final draft will
be held Dec. 2, possibly followed by a Special
Meeting. The hope, the town said, is to have the
POCD adopted by the end of the year.

For more information, email Juliet Hodge at
jhodge@easthamptonct.gov.

Epoch Arts Six-Day Tag Sale

Epoch Arts is holding its annual six-day, two-
weekend, indoor, rain or shine, tag sale starting
next Friday, Sept. 11.

Shop the Christmas and Holiday Room, or
check out areas like books, arts and crafts, lin-
ens, clothing, kitchen, toys, bath and beauty,
and music. There will be furniture, electronics,
sports, tools and more. All proceeds directly
fund Epoch’s youth programs for the year.

The tag sale runs Friday, Sept. 11, from 2-5

p.m., and Friday, Sept. 18, from noon-5 p.m. On
Saturdays and Sundays, Sept. 12, 13, 19 and 20,
hours will be from 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

The first day of the sale on Sept. 11 will also
feature an early bird special from noon-2 p.m.
with an entrance fee of $25, pay at the door, for
those who wish to have a sneak preview of avail-
able items.

The tag sale will be held at Epoch, 27 Skinner St.
For more information, visit www.epocharts.org.

Planning Underway for House Tour

The Chatham Historical Society of East
Hampton has announced its bi-annual House
Tour of 2027. Plans are underway for this Mid-
dle Haddam extravaganza.

The history of Middle Haddam is the most
inspiring of all the sections of East Hampton.
Known as Chatham since 1767, ship builders
came up the river and began a most prosperous
industry in the late 1700s, early 1800s. Only

Bingo at VFW Post

All are invited to bingo every Thursday at
VFW Cobra Post 5095, located at 20 North
Maple St. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. Early Bird
Bonanza will be at 6:20 p.m., with regular game
play starting at 6:30 p.m. There will be a pro-
gressive jackpot and cash prizes.

The café will be open before games and dur-
ing intermission, offering hot snacks.

homes in Middle Haddam will be showcased,
along with a display of artifacts and memora-
bilia in the Post Office Building. Many of the
homes will be within walking distance of the
library where tickets will be sold.

For more information and a chance to join in the
celebration, contact Debbie Day at 860-705-0959.

VFW Lobster Fest

Fowler-Dix-Park VEW 5095 will hold its 20th
annual Lobster Fest Saturday, Sept. 26, at the
Post Home, located at 20 North Maple St.

Tickets cost $60 per person and offer the
holder a choice of 1 1/4 to 1 1/2 pound lobster or
3/4” prime ribeye steak, a baked potato, an ear
of local corn and a cup of Chowder. A pound of
steamers is available for an additional $20.

Tickets can be purchased by contacting VFW
Post 5095 at 860-267-8837.
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tening to its residents. Look for her at commu-
nity events. As of September 1, she has knocked
on more than 2,000 doors, meeting residents
and hearing their concerns, ideas, and hopes for
the future.

She is preparing to bring those voices to Hart-
ford and turn the concerns and visions of peo-
ple in the district into action and, where appro-
priate, legislation. Ellen wants to meet and hear
from as many residents of the 55th District as
possible. Her website, ellenforstaterep.com, pro-
vides more information about her background,
priorities and positions on the issues.

A vote for Democrat Ellen Paul is a vote for
the voice of the 55th to be heard in Hartford!

Respectfully submitted,
Dianne Dunn - Marlborough

Note: Dunn is co-chair of the Marlborough
Democratic Town Committee, but said she is
speaking as an individual.

Deliberate Denial?
To the Editor:

“Many farmers support local schools through
farm tours and educational programs, helping
children learn where food comes from” — (ti-
nyurl.com/Valueof CTDairySources)

Once again I tip my hat to Lebanon, where
farmers of all kinds have graciously opened
their farms to the public in honor of 250 years
of farming in the U.S.A. This dedicated group of
people not only work for today, they work for
tomorrow. Together, along with educating the
public, they are putting as much land as possible
into the safe hands of land preservation. Today,
Connecticut forests’ and CT farmlands’ biggest
threat is development. Development that is no
longer knocking on our doors but slamming the
doors down. It’s great to meet people who are
supporting sustainable solutions and not creat-
ing chronic problems.

The recent purchase of the Pendleton Drive
property, complete with drawings of a road, is
disappointing at best. Sticking a road in those
acres feels like the past five years didn’t happen.
Countless letters, research, tours, hay rides, en-
vironmental reports, professionals and Hebron
residents, support saving the old Horton land,
a.k.a. 17 Kinney Rd. However, despite these ef-
forts, Hebron’s Town Council pushes for devel-
opment through that sensitive landscape. New
roads means storm drains, salting, plowing and
maintenance at the taxpayers’ expense. Roads,
especially, through properties like this, greatly
increase the risk of well water contamination
from de-icing salts and vehicular pollution.

Meanwhile, CT Water is no longer accepting
new customers, which means watershed resi-
dents would face super complex circumstances.
If commercial water cannot be piped in, to re-
place contaminated well water, reverse osmosis
machines would need to be added to affected
homes, at the town’s expense. These systems use
loads of water, work based on a 3-1 ratio of salt-
ed to “fresh,” leaving behind enormous amounts
of concentrated brine now considered hazard-
ous waste.

It would be great if Town Hall could join the
ranks of Lebanon farmers who are going organ-
ic, where they can, and coming up with new, cre-
ative, more environmentally friendly solutions
for old problems. We don’t need a new road on
the Pendleton property, nor do we need to con-
nect to JHBIvd. Hebron is doing fine. What we
do need is to rebuild the Public Works, secure
residential water supplies and preserve our his-
toric farmland, particularly on the Raymond
Brook Watershed. We need leaders to endorse
sustainable solutions and not contribute to our
growing problems. #savel7

Jean Tulimieri - Amston
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Real-World Experience
To the Editor:

As a UConn student entering my third year
of school, it'’s now time to start thinking about
getting possible internships. When looking for
internships, I know it is vital to connect and talk
with as much people as possible. A few months
ago, state Rep. Steve Weir had approached me
about a connection that could possibly lead to
landing an internship. He had already known
that I had aspirations of becoming a pilot and
understood I have a passion for aviation. After
a few texts and phone calls back and forth, I got
connected to one of his connections at Bombar-
dier.

All of this ultimately led to a tour at Bombar-
dier’s facility at Bradley International Airport in
Windsor Locks. While at the facility, I gained
insight about the company’s history, values,
and future plans for Bombardier as a whole. I
experienced first-hand Bombardier’s Hartford
maintenance hangars and learned about their
procedures and processes when repairing busi-
ness aircraft. Now I will be connected with
someone internally at bombardier and I am one
step closer to landing a position that I am pas-
sionate about.

One thing I appreciate with elected officials is
experience outside of government and I believe
that Rep. Weir embodies this well. Steve had his
own lawn care business, worked in real estate
and has many other experiences from outside of
politics. Real-world experience matters to me in
politics because having it shows that he was just
like you or I. In my case he was once 20 years
old and trying to see what he wanted to do with
his life, and it ultimately worked out, which is
encouraging for me. I believe without those ex-
periences he wouldn’t have built the connection
network that he has today, and I wouldn’t have
been able to begin my journey in working in the
aviation industry.

I would like to personally thank Mr. Weir for
this opportunity and his commitment to help-
ing his constituents.

Daniel Krawczyk - Hebron
Junior at the University of Connecticut

Keep Asking the

Hard Questions
To the Editor:

Whether the Colchester budget passed or
failed, I write to all concerned citizens with one
message: Stay involved.

Well-run businesses and households regu-
larly review their revenues and expenditures
throughout the year. Why should our town and
school system be any different? We should not
wait until the next budget season to discover fi-
nancial problems, unexpected expenses, or dif-
ficult choices. I will be urging both the Board
of Education and Board of Finance to continu-
ously review spending, revenues, and priorities
throughout the year.

No more crazy surprises when the next bud-
get season arrives.

We also need to continue holding those in
positions of authority accountable and asking
the hard questions. For example: Does Colches-
ter need both a superintendent and an assistant
superintendent? Why? What does each position
provide, and is that value worth the cost to tax-
payers?

Every position should be able to answer
those questions - including positions at the top.
Teachers, parents, and even our children were
asked to make difficult sacrifices this budget
season. Administrative positions should receive
the same level of scrutiny. When these questions
were raised, too often the conversation was
brushed aside with what I call “education speak”
and quickly pivoted back to the emotional im-
pact of potential cuts to children.

I have a child at WJJMS, and I am already
seeing changes in his schedule. The curriculum
needs attention, and I expect our children will
need additional support from Mom and Dad to
help round out their education and growth this
year. Perhaps there is a silver lining in this chal-
lenging year: families may become even more
engaged in their children’s education.

But we cannot stop here.

Please stay active. Attend meetings. Read
the budgets. Ask questions. Demand answers.
Speak respectfully, but don’t be afraid to chal-
lenge decisions.

I know there are many of us who are finished
with simply being told what we must accept or
comply with. Our elected officials work for the
citizens who elected them.

Keep asking the hard questions.

That is how we stay informed. That is how we
stay involved. And ultimately, that is how we
hold our government accountable.

Olivia Duksa, Chair
Colchester Republican Town Committee

Weir for Entire Community
To the Editor:

I first met Steve Weir shortly after moving to
Marlborough in May of 2024. My first interac-
tion with Steve was entering my driveway on
a scooter. He was informing district members
and handing out pamphlets regarding the up-
coming election. Through friends I was formal-
ly introduced to Steve. He treated me like his
own neighbor - friendly, honest and straight-
forward. Since 2024 I have met with Steve many
times. We both share the same passion of avia-
tion, which allowed me to get to know him fur-
ther.

During the Hurricane Helene disaster, he and
I flew from Connecticut in a Hughes 500A to
provide lifesaving airlift capabilities. That eight-
hour flight from Connecticut to just north of
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Asheville, N.C., allowed me time which many
of his voters will never have access to. Through-
out the trip we flew approximately 25 hours;
just him, myself and the mission. I got to know
about him, his past, his family and his aspira-
tions and why he continues public service.

I can say without a doubt regardless of which
political affiliation you vote for, Mr. Weir is for
our entire community. I have watched him fight
for our district and state in Hartford firsthand.
He reads each bill to ensure our word is reflected
in legislation. He cares deeply for our commu-
nity, and is putting in long hours each day, every
night taking work home with him to ensure our
voices are heard. I have many other examples
of why I trust Steve. If you see me around town
just say hello; I would be happy to share.

Sincerely,
Jon Behuniak - Marlborough
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CREATORS NEWS SERVICE

By Neil Manausa

ACROSS

1 Harbor workhorse
5 Zing
9 Former lranian
monarchs
14 Possess
15 Take testimony from
16 Rice dish
17 Retired
18 Buffalo waterfront
19 Caine role
20 Statistical hedge
23 Green Mountain boy
24 Ballerina’s turning
point
25 Loop traffic
28 Protest vote?
29 Assign parts
33 Friday’s master
35 Lords’ dwellings
37 Simba’s uncle
38 Moderates
43 Flag lily
44 Westerns
45 Half a score
48 Former Mets home
49 Onetime space
orbiter
52 Himalayan toiler
53 Shaker founder Lee

55 Not a soul

57 Frontier watchdogs

62 Modify to fit

64 Attention-getting
interjection

65 Came to rest

66 Desi’'s daughter

67 Couple of
Clydesdales

68 Lois Kent née name

69 Rummaged

70 Angelic aura

71 Discard

DOWN

1 Asian healer
2 Mystical art
3 To an excessive
degree
4 Short shot club
5 At that time
6 Dynamic beginning
7 Ingénue
8 Say aloha
9 More angular
10 Hawaiian port
11 Outdoors
12°Bali "~
13 Litigate
21 Machu Picchu
builders

22 Mythical bird

26 Late rocker Meat ____
27 Feudal subject

30 Formicary resident
31 NYC district

32 Company off.

34 Takes advantage of
35 City east of Phoenix
36 Eve’s third

38__ sum: large
number
39__ 51

40 Relax to the max

41 Disappointing grade

42 Lee’s counterpart

46 Bustled about

47 Finish

49 Dough

50 Skate type

51 Took five

54 Under, poetically

56 Certain graduate
exams

58 Mayberry moppet

59 Cassowary cousin

60 Chime

61 Arsenal stocks

62 Pennine peak

63 Dynamic ___
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Having a Tag Sale:
Reach more than 75,000 Homes
For Just $19 /@;

%ﬁ@@@%&\

S

27,500 homes in Portland, East Hampton/
Cobalt/Middle Haddam, Marlborough,
Hebron/Amston, Andover and Colchester.
Just e-mail us at
classifieds@rarereminder.com or
call 860-563-9386.

Deadline is every Tuesday at 10am
for that week’s papers.

| W=l gt

Town of Colchester
Legal Notice

In accordance with CGS 12-110, the Colchester Board of
Assessment Appeals will be meeting to hear appeals related to
the assessment of motor vehicles on Tuesday September 15,
2026 from 6:30pm to 8:00pm at the Colchester Town Hall ( 127
Norwich Ave., Norwich Ave.,Colchester CT). No appointments
are necessary. Appeals will be heard on a first come, first serve
basis.

Krista Kardys

BAA clerk 1TB 9/a

A Week

Includes 25 words; .20 cents each additional word
(Now through October 15, 2026)
A 545 Value

Your Tag Sale ad will appear in:

@

-Rare Reminder, mailed Thursdays to ‘
40,500 homes in Newington, Wethersfield & @

Rocky Hill/Cromwell

-Glastonbury Citizen, mailed Thursdays to
5700 paid subscribers in Glastonbury

LEGALS

)
N\,

080626

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
TOWN OF ANDOVER
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION

TOWN OF COLCHESTER
CONSERVATION COMMISSION
LEGAL NOTICE OF AGENT DECISION

Notice is hereby given that on August 31, 2026, the Duly
Authorized Agent for the Colchester Conservation Commission
made the following decision:

W2026-3146 - 13 Homonick Rd; Clifton O’Donal - Applicant/
Owner; Assessor’s ID 02-08/011-000, Proposed stump
removal, filling, and grading within 75’ Upland Review Area. -
APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS

Dated August 31, 2026

Conservation Commission

Falk von Plachecki, Chair
1TB 9/4

The Andover Planning & Zoning Commission will hold a hybrid in
person and online Public Hearing Tuesday, September 15, 2026
to hear the following application and receive public comments:
Application 26-2ZC: Proposal to amend various sections of the
Andover Zoning Regulations concerning the Mixed-Use Floating
Zone. Applicant: Design Professionals

Comments, questions or concerns may be presented at the
public hearing or submitted in writing to the Andover Building and
Land Use Office, 17 School Road, Andover, CT 06232.
Applications and exhibits are on file in the Building and Land
Use Department for public inspection or online on the Town of
Andover’s website.

Instructions for joining the public hearing via Zoom are posted on
the town’s website in the Calendar.

Wayne Kasacek

Zoning Agent
2TB 9/4,9/11

LEGAL NOTICE
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
TOWN OF HEBRON, CONNECTICUT

LEGAL NOTICE FOR BOARD
OF ASSESSMENT APPEALS
SEPTEMBER MOTOR VEHICLE APPEALS

The Hebron Zoning Board of Appeals will hold a Public Hear-

ing at a Special Meeting scheduled for Tuesday, September

15, 2026, at 7:30 PM, at the Hebron Town Office Building, 15

Gilead Street, Hebron, CT, concerning the following:
1. Petition 2026-01; Request of Frank & Elizabeth F. Cianci
for a variance to Section 2.E.5 of the Hebron Zoning Regula-
tions, to allow a 24’ x 24" accessory structure (detached
two-car garage) to be located 16’ from the front property line
where the minimum front yard setback is 50, on premise
located at 114 Cone Road, R-1 District.

Dated at Hebron, Connecticut, on this 2nd day of September

2026.

Interested persons may appear and all written communications

will be received.

Legal Notice will be published on the Town of Hebron Website

at https://hebronct.com/agendas/ 2TB o4, 9/11

In accordance with Connecticut General Statute Sec. 12-110,
the Board of Assessment Appeals shall meet at least once
during the month of September for the sole purpose of hear-
ing only appeals for motor vehicles that appear on the prior
October 1 Grand List.
The Hebron Board of Assessment Appeals will meet at 5 p.m.
on Tuesday, September 8, 2026 and Thursday, September 10,
2026 to hear appeals for October 1, 2025 Grand List Motor
Vehicle assessments ONLY. Such appeal shall be made in
person to the Board at the Hebron Town Office Building, 15
Gilead Street, Lower Level, Hebron CT. Appeals will be heard
on a first-come, first-served basis. It is recommended that ap-
pellants bring the vehicle to the hearing along with any docu-
mentation that will support your appeal. Agents representing
the appellant must have a letter of authorization to represent
the property owner at the appeal. Per CT State Statute 12-
71d(b), appeals can only consider the MSRP (Manufacturers
Suggested Retail Price). The Board cannot hear appeals
based on mileage and/or condition of the vehicle.

2TB 8/28, 9/4
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WANTED
TO BUY

B U Y I N G
COLLECTIONS &
ACCUMULATIONS,
FREE REVIEW: Comic
Books, Vintage Toys,
Sports Cards, Adv Signs/
Cans (Soda, Beer,
Gas Station), Zippos,
License Plates, Jewelry,
Postcards, Etc. Call/Text
860-817-4350

WANTED GRANITE
STONES: mill stones,
tether stones, entry
steps, fence posts, feed-
ing troughs, well covers,
sinks, posts, curbing,
stone boot scrapers, and
carriage steps. 860-216-
8144.

WANTED TO BUY:
your sterling silverware,
tea set, or any item
made of sterling. Top
cash price paid on the
spot. | can come to your
home or meet you at
a place of your choos-
ing. Call/text Dominic at
860-836-5013 or email
dmbappraisal@sbcg-
lobal.net.

WANTED TO BUY: All
antiques; toys, military,
watches, advertising,
jewelry, coins, clocks,
signs, all musical
instruments, guitars,
saxophones, keyboards,
trumpets, amplifiers,
accordions, vintage
electronics, hi-fi stereo,
amplifiers, pro-audio,
radios, ham equipment,
tube type equipment,
plus more. 1 item or
entire estate. Call 860-
707-9350.

WANTED: Individual
firearms, collections &
estates including, mil-
itary & related items.
Federally licensed fire-
arms dealer. Appraisal.
Richard Pleines. 860-
663-2214.

EVENTS

A N I M A L
SANCTUARY: East
Haddam, Festival. Food,
live music, prizes, auc-
tions. Sept 26th, 5-9pm.
Tickets at Rayoflight-
farm.org. 860-873-1895.

PETS

DOG OBEDIENCE
CLASSES: starting
soon. Offering Puppy
Kindergarten, Basic
Manners/What Rescue
Dogs Need and Want;
CGC/Therapy; Agility.
Over 25 years experi-
ence. Michelle Larson,
Paws-N-Heel DTC, 860-
267-6040. paws-n-heel-
dogtraining.com.

CILDCARE

PORTLAND
LICENSED HOME
DAYCARE: has infant
opening. Call or text for
information. 860-301-
5972.

CASH PAID for any Toyota

Other makes, running or not, crashed

ok. Will take other makes and models.
Free pickup. Call any time:

203-600-4431

CIT1-12-23

RENTALS

GLASTONBURY
OFFICE SPACE FOR
RENT: Individual offices
or space up to 1,000-
1,400 square feet suites.
Use of conference room
included. Call 860-633-
3545.

CANDLELIGHT
APARTMENTS,
GLASTONBURY:
RENT NOW, one bed-
room available, renov-
ated, first floor. Rent
is currently $1,750 per
month. Includes heat/
hot water, trash, sew-
er. Onsite storage
and assigned parking
available. Property is
a SMOKE FREE Com-
plex. Please call via text
or cell 860-913-6723,
Office 860-529-1725.

) /\E/\

FOR RENT
GLASTONBURY: Soap
Factory Condominium,
222 William Street.
Beautiful 3rd Floor
Corner spacious unit.
Pool available. Heat &
A/C included. Available
October 1st. $1,850 per
month. Please contact
860-794-5261 or email
maryanngranato6@
gmail.com.

MARLBOROUGH
OFFICE SPACE,
WEST ROAD: East
access to Route 2. 1,030
sqft, with reception area,
3 offices, kitchenette,
bathroom, storage &
plenty of parking. $1,400
per month; utilities sep-
arate. Call 860-748-
0909.

[ HAPPY]

AR

L DAY

Portland * 41 Gildersleeve Road
OPEN HOUSE
9/411-1pMm * SUN 9/5 1-3rMm

Exceptlonal custom built over51zed Cape
bordering the 6th hole of Portland Golf course.
Approx 3355 SF, 3/4 bedrooms, 3.1 baths.
1st floor main bedroom suite. Open concept
first floor is perfect for entertaining!! Or
head out to the pool and enjoy many areas
of entertaining. Unfinished basement with a
plethora of opportunities. Private 2.03 acres for
your enjoyment! Dir. GPS friendly.
View with Debbie Walden 860-559-5176.

Debbie Walden

Lic. # RES 0707452

860-559-5176

V4 a 93 Broad Street A
Middletown, CT 06457 === it

REALTY
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HELP WANTED ORCHARDS IS EDUCATION: PARAEDUCATOR
Happy TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH SEEKING: enthusiastic
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER individuals to join their Marlborough Elementary School is accepting applications for a
BOARD CLERK kitchen team! Stop by full-time Paraeducator position for the 2026-2027 school year.
529 Woodland Street, The position will begin upon hire and will follow the school

The Town of Marlborough is accepting applications for part-

Today we honor the hard work
that builds stronger homes,

time Board Clerk for 3 to 6 hours per month. This position is re-
sponsible for producing minutes for boards and commissions.
The position requires attendance at meetings on weeknight

NEWS BULLETIN « September 4, 2026

REAL ESTATE EMPLOYMENT

DONDERDO

calendar, with a work schedule of Monday through Friday,
6.5 hours per day. Interested candidates may apply online
by visiting the district website at: www.marlborough.k12.ct.us
and selecting “District,” then “Employment Opportunities” and

South Glastonbury for
an application!

“Employment Vacancies.” For more information, please call

evenings. Candidates must have excellent writing skills and be
860-295-6236. EOE.

proficient in word processing on a personal computer.

ATown of Marlborough Employment Application and Board
Clerk job description is available in the Town Clerk’s office,
online at marlboroughct.gov or by calling 860-295-6206. Com-
v pleted applications are to be submitted to the Town Clerk, P.O.
. Box 29, 26 North Main St., Marlborough, CT 06447 or by email
at townclerk@marlboroughct.gov. 2TB 9/4, 9/11

stronger communities,

and a brighter tomorrow. 1TB 9/4

Dondero Orchards is looking
for enthusiastic individuals to join
their kitchen team!!

BERKSHIRE

» Assembling pies

» Making pickles

« Cleaning « & more!

Please stop in to 529 Woodland Street for more
information and to fill out an application or

Call (860) 659-0294 and ask to speak to Sandy.

HATHAWAY REALTOR® Souths Glastonbury, CT
d Neighbor. Lo - .
HOMESERVICES :::; ;::f:sr::':ﬁ 2 | Job Requirements: DPutles 1.ncludedb1¥t }alu'e ;wtl llm;lted tq.
NEW ENGLAND 5 . « Willingness to learn . repafmg sar-1 wiches for lunch service
PROPERTIES ERo)ziaeee 3 St K ethi « Prepping fruits & vegetables
9 stephaniestarr@bhhsne.com gl ¢ Strong work etnic
o
|

» Comfort in a fast paced environment
« 18 years or older

RE7-24-26

GOODSPEED

MUSICALS’

Whether you’re considering selling your
home, or beginning the quest to find
your first/next home, let me partner

with you to accomplish your goals! As a

team member of Century 21 Allpoints,
we have the experience, resources,

relationships and proven track record to

guide you through this volatile Market.

Mark Kehrhahn,

for all Your real estate needs!

860-638-9485

Markk.realestate@gmail.com

New Beginnings for Life isa smaller company
with a big heart that cares for individuals with intellectual
disabilities. We are seeking kind, patient, and passionate
candidates to join our team. We have individuals who need care
and companionship in Colchester and surrounding towns.
We have great benefits, and the rate of pay is $17.25 per hour.

PROPOSALS FOR
SNOW PLOWING

Goodspeed Musicals is
accepting snow plowing

For our day support program, which is from 8am-4pm and 2pm-
5pm, the towns are in Salem, Groton, Hebron, Lebanon, Higganum,

propo sals for all of our East Haddam, New London, Norwich, East Hampton, Colchester.

East Haddam facilities.
Contact Tim Garland,
Director of Facilities at
tgarland@goodspeed.
org for details and to
schedule a mandatory
site visit.

For our group home positions we have Monday-Sunday open
second and third shift which is 3pm-11pm and 11pm-7am.
These positions are in Colchester.

RE3-15-24

If you are interested in becoming a part of our team, please
feel free to call us and ask for more information at 860-531-9426

TREE & LAND

SCHEDULE YOUR FALL
LEAF CLEANUP TODAY!

Don’t walit.
Call to schedule a FREE estimate

) Scalia & Associates, LLC

scaliaf@sbcglobal net %\
Landscaping Services.

#1 CENTURY 21 Firm
in Connecticut Since 2000.
We have been Family
Owned & Operated since
opening in 1989.
With 11 offices in CT.

Awarded the prestigious
Centurion Award

CENTURY 21

MARK KEHRHAHN

860.638.9485

Deadline for proposals
Is end of business day
on 9/14/26.

RE9-4-26

TREE & LANDSCAPING

LAWN MOWING: TREE SERVICES:
Local! Professional, Beech leaf disease
competitive rates. 30 management, arbor-
years of experience. vitae maintenance, tree
Call Thomas 860-267-  pruning, shrub pruning,
7515. removals, consulting
by licensed arborists.
LaPila Arborists, LLC
860-965-5546.
: for a FREE

ELEVATE =™

EARTH & WATER WERKSLLC  Licensed & Insured

IIT@
120723

RE9-4-26
E—

Lawn TECS SR LLC.

Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance
H (860) 295-1479 « C (860) 214-9923

RLFrancks@comcast.net

4 Summer Is Here!

—_
Schedule Your Cleanups Today

We’re into summer and it's time to start thinking about cutting
that overgrowth area back and don’t forget your drains.

SERVICESINCLUDE: Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing *Brush Removal

FULLY INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES

CT HIC Lic #0635384

Landscap ng-
Weekly & Bi-Weekly Mowmg
Walks e Patios  Retaining Walls R

SEPTIC SYSTEMS Downed Tree & Debris Removal ® Mulch Installation
EXCAVATION SERVICES Light Moving  Light Hauling « Spring & Fall Cleanups . Liglt, Eseaaliion o Digage
WATER & SEWER MAINS — CT LICENSED & FULLY INSURED — COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL

Drainage, Grading and More!

(860) 334-6425

earthandwaterwerks@gmail.com

et 86 JONES HOLLOW ROAD, MARLBOROUGH, CT — CALL STEVE —

Serving Colchester &
Surrounding Towns

RE4-11-25

(860) 917-5459

LAWNS-N-STUFF

“WE DO MORE THAN CUT THE GRASS”
COMMERCIAL - RESIDENTIAL - FULLY INSURED

]
1 NOW SCHEDULING WEEKLY MOWING

Summer’s too short not to enjoy your
outdoor space. We'll build you the perfect
spot to relax, entertain, and make memories.

*MULCHING * WALLS/WALKWAYS ’

« SHRUB TRIMMING « DUMP RUNS/HAULING LET s GET OUT_S'DE

« TREE WORK /PLANTING *MINI-EXCAVATING Custom patios, walls, beautiful walkways,

ﬂél:lﬁl%ﬁ\%&% ALLS ¢ BD(I){%&J\%‘(\}A];ORK and cozy firepits designed For your backyard.
). CTTRETT ¢ 860-295-9692

SINCE 1990 -

860-295-9692

Marlborough, CT

5 Marlborough, CT
I.imited spots auailable this season—reach out today!

RE7-5-24
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TREE & LANDSCAPING

& Tree Service uic Toper’s Lawncare Plus LLC Spring/ gﬁu ﬁl/eifn-urﬁ . Deﬂllatching
r ree nemova
860608 1120 (860) 295-0097 u v

250500 W Howes your yard? ] ] Pr}lning L BrUSh Clearing
Specializing in TREE REMOVAL Property Maintenance  Landscape Bed Renovation Patios. ® Retaining Walls ¢ Paver Walkways

and all your LANDSCAPING NEEDS! | | SPring Cleanups « Tree & Shrub Planting & Removal Mulch * Stones
Topsoil, Mulch & Decorative Stone Installation

5 n.“i HOWES Landscaping

Plantings, Mulch, Yard Seasonal Cleanup ¢ Dethatching ¢ Plug Aeration ! Egg YEARS
Expansion, Skidsteer Service 8 Over-Seeding  Yard Expansion ¢ Drainage ¢ Excavation 77, 2090% —
and Much More! 3 Lawn Installation/Repair « Weekly Mowing U Vs s\ VI CALL CHRIS
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL Free Estimates * Fully Insured Tick/Mosquito Control

Brush Removal A A\ A 860-644-2595

including roots
QUALITY WORK
REASONABLE RATES

| L&L I:lndscaping

SENIOR

pB STUMp || 50

[i Toper’s
Lawncare

8%?{”20(\)/58‘ ! :'IB_ é_ é:6 -~ Hﬁ;%zg“—'- =

LICENSED & INSURED « VETERAN DISCOUNTS
» Stump Grinding / Removal

 Brush Cutting

» Yard Expansions & Restoration

» Lawn Aeration & Overseeding

Dorsey Construction

Summer is Here!
Gutter & Leader Cleaning « Painting
Powerwashing * Waterproofing * Landscaping

| We Climb or Bucket
Truck Service

Hazardous Tree Remova

Www.dbstmpremoval.om CAL L N OW
Ei DBStumpremova FOR LOW

SUMMER RATES!

Tree Removal « Stump Grinding * Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions
Multi-Tree Discounts « Crane Service
Brush Clearing ¢ Lot Clearing
— RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL —

Ryan Krajewski
60-573-1244
GLASTONBURY, CT
I R E E Licensed & Insured’
SERVICE visa @ -~

All calls returned with 24 hours!

Concrete Work -sidewalks, stairs,
patios, colored concrete & stamped concrete

Roof Repair - rubber roof, torchdown,
metal roofs, and slate roof repair

— Looking For New Mowing Accounts —

John Dorsey « 860-890-9884

RE6-26-26

CIT7-9-26

=X MULCH
PAUL'S §
#7143 8 STONE

EASTBURY

Landscaping & Home Improvement
Reliable « Affordable « Quality Work You Can Trust.

SERVICES
* Tree & Land Clearing
* Tree & Brush Cutting & Removal « Stump Removal

({
& SANDY'’S 100, Inc.( 4
ﬁ\‘
* Property & Hardscape

HARDWARE & GARDEN CENTER < L OT
» Grading & Drainage * Concrete » Shed Pads Now Acceptlng New Customers For: '

» Walls/Walkways atios e H . y B . .
) Cloe\(grr]abvg}g/)g\r/s;véyggEtxtensions i L&% Wee kly Mowi ng | ""s Ti me To Fix You rD rlvewqy!

R ettt Mulching ¢ Pruning ASoRRese Great products for repairing driveways including:
860-906-7825 : — v OOl =3 3/4” Driveway MiX (aka process)
Eastburyhomeimprovement@gmail.com Commercial & Residential 0 —ne
Licensed & Insured RES5-29-26 WWW. kC|aWI’Ical’e| ICcom Portland’ CT 3/4 Crushed Utlllty stone

HIC.0642096 Fully Lic. & Ins. « Free Estimates 860-342-0352 1-1 /4” Crushed Stone

Plus other sizes of Utility Stone available
Pick it up or have it delivered!

. % Certified Arborists — towDELlvERY MINIMUM
N of M arlborough LLC (_OPEN EVERYDAY INCLUDING SAT 8-6; SUN 9-6 )

CT Licensed Arborist #S-6236 93 EAST HIGH STREET - (ROUTE 66)
LOCALLY OWNED EAST HAMPTON - (860) 267-0143

TREE  JICIdiny
REMOVAL “Segipe®

Lower impact to your property.
We go where heavy equipment can't.

YARD EXPANSIONS
FIREWOOD FOR SALE

Lot & Brush Clearing

RE3-18-22

FULL SERVICE TREE EXPERTS

C & CLawncare —East Hampton
(203) 435-5355

Remove your high-risk trees TSMINOR

i I ,
BEFORE the storm season arrives! ENTERPRISES, LLC
Quality Work 8 60 . 5 7 3 . 042 8 Veteran Owned — RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL —

Same Day toddrcohen@hotmail.com & Operated

E=Aeef e Call Returns | Senior, Veteran, & First Responder Discounts |
— FOUR SEASON SERVICES — FULLY LICENSED & INSURED

CALL NOW“E“OEI Sl;ARINQ CLEANUPS
ee owIn
o Proning - Brusnciearing [l BALDI STONE & GRAVEL
DRIVEWAY NEED REPAIR?
CALL US FOR ALL YOUR
STONE AND DRAINAGE NEEDS

Storm Clean Up

& Tree Removal

* Mulching and Planting
* Lawn Installation

RE3-8-24
E—

e Land Clearing
* Tree, Brush and
Stump Removal
» Patios, Walkways
and Retaining Walls
* Drainage: Gutters, French Drains, Drywells

Call Jaime (860) 478-8457
www.jbelandscaping.com

BUDGET LAWNCARE

SPRING & FALL CLEAN UPS L WA Garden Screen?d
WEEKLY/BI-WEEKLY = ‘ Topsoil
LAWN MOWINGS -

Dumpster Rental
(10-15yd)

©
&0
=}
&
A
i}
4

Compost

Bobcat Services for all your

DAMIAN TREMONT small excavation projects NOW ACCEPTING MOST -y .
OWNER MAJOR CREDIT CARDS Junk Removal and Demolition

860.550.4265

Call or Text 24/7 WE DEL’VER

Hebron, CT Backhoe/Bulldozer Services for Large & Small Jobs
72 Miller Road, Colchester * 860-537-4093

RE7-17-26

_ 860-716-0661

wsorep | tSMINOrenterprises.com e

N . |
\C
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TREE & LANDSCAPING
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JIM’'S TREE  _,
STUMP REMOVAL >

Fast Service
Reasonable Rates
Free Estimates

8602679957 "

RE4-2-21

DelLeo Fence

Custom Fences: Wood, Vinyl,
Aluminum & Chain Link
FENCE REPAIR
Quality Work at a Competitive Price
OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

860-930-5492

FULLY INSURED » HIC #0657705

o
Y
b
o
w
4

WE WORK YEAR ROUND!

Tree Removal

CALL JACK TODAY

Property Maintenance « Weekly Lawn Care
Landscaping ¢ Spring & Fall Cleanups
Walkways, Patios, Retaining Walls
Bobcat & Excavation Services ¢ Lot Cleaning
— COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL —

Call Jack for FREE ESTIMATE
(860) 818-2773

CIT3-9-23

SERVICES

CONCRETE RE-
PAIRS: Sidewalks,
patios, refacing. Ask
about Resin Rock and
10% off your job. Pool
repairs/closing. Curtain
drains, etc. 860-347-
05009.

DEE’S ANTIQUES,
PAYS $$ CASH
MONEY $$: Buying
gold jewelry, sterling
silver jewelry and
gold and silver coins.
Military items, musical
instruments, vintage
advertising signs and
memorabilia, old toys,
old hunting, and fishing
items. Servicing the
community and family
respectively for 50
years. Call 203-235-
8431.

DUMP RUNS/LIGHT
HAULING: Same day
appointments available.
Cleanouts, basements,
garages. Even junk in
the backyard. We can
take as much or as little
as you want. Mark 860-
295-9692 or 860-916-
9577.

FLOOR SANDING
AND REFINISHING:
Custom staining and
finishing. Repairing and
laying of all wood floors.
Free estimates. James
Gorman 860-647-9261.

GENERAL CON-
TRACTOR: Let us re-
invent your home. We
specialize in bathroom,
kitchen, basement
renovations. Painting,
window installation,
decks & patio. Free es-
timate, Licensed & In-
sured. RK Home Repair
LLC 860-331-1791.

HYDROPURE

Water Treatment, LLC
—— SALES * SERVICE * REPAIRS ——

WATER SOFTENERS ° FILTERS
REVERSE OSMOSIS « UV UNITS
Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal
www.hydro-pure.com
info@hydro-pure.com

860-537-1949

RE3-13-20

—
VISA
——

BACKFLOW TESTING

© (860)882-9108 |

- P

RE3-23-23

Haﬁ'Vﬁligarden gotten out of control?
Too tired to maintain it on your own?
Don't know where to start on your spring garden?

Garden Restoration
by RnR Garden Angels

= [arden Spring Cleaning = Edging ® Cut Backs = Soil
Amendment = Fertilize = Mulch = Plant Division = Plant
relocation = Dead Heading for continuous blooms = Garden
Mapping = Plant Tagging = Weekly Garden Maintenance =
Foundation Plantings = Pruning = Weeding = New Plantings

= Garden Design = Garden Art from 100% recycled materials

W "Weeding

out all your

-
RnR Garden Angels

[all today for a FREE consultation

860.365.0504

WE’'RE HIRING! Call us today for more info.

INTERIOR PAINTING,
DRYWALL REPAIR/
REMODELLING: Ex-
pert textured ceiling
repairs, flooring in-
stallation, kitchen and
bathroom updates/re-
modelling. Handyman
services. Over 35 years
experience in all phases
of remodelling. Reason-
able prices/low hourly
rates, licensed and in-
sured. Call or text Mark
at 860-805-8122.

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
RENOVATIONS: Dry
wall repairs, sheet rock-
ing, water damage, in-
terior/exterior painting,
6" gutter installation and
gutter repairs. Call 860-
347-0509.

J & S MASONRY:
Design patio, pool patio,
Chimney repair. Stone
walls, brick walls, re-
taining walls, steps.
Roofs done, veneers
done, walkways. Ce-
ment, tiles, paving and
building maintenance.
All kinds of masonry and
home repairs. Call John,
860-796-0006.

JOSH'S JUNK
REMOVAL: All items
removed at a reasonable
rate. Call for estimate.
We also remove sheds
and hot tubs. Insured.
Josh Langdon 48hrs.
Cleaning Service. 860-
922-4621.

aN

()

TLUTHIL L

Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and mﬁa!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638 & §
FREE ESTIMATES o Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 gz 5

o
&

M

RE 8-7-26

Modern Electrical
Services LLC

Repairs * Panels « EV Chargers
Lighting = Outlets « Upgrades

mes-ct.com

[860]949-1632
ELEC 021087-E1

A~

CT Lic#
S1.394141

* {
Caso’s

LEON MASONARY
LLC: Built on Craft.
Driven By Quality. Spe-
cializing in all types of
Masonary Work-Inside
and Out. Licensed &
Insured. 432-423-5521
OR 860-888-9763.

WINDOW CLEANING/
POWERWASHING
Themarcofclean-
windows.com. Since
1991 and loving it! Local
& Insured. In/out, Out-
side only special. Text
Marc at 860-508-0447.

WINDOW CLEAN-
ING: Residential, $9
per window inside and
out. Call 860-883-6775.
Mr. Squeegee.

Columbia Sealcoat Co.
COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL
Protect & Renew
Your Pavement
Crack & Patch Repair
FREE ESTIMATES

860-228-7171 ucins

CIT3-5-20

HVAC, Lc

Heating * Cooling ¢ Installation * Service
Natural Gas Conversions

We Install High Efficiency Heating & Cooling Equipment
(HIGH EFFICIENCY BURNS LESS FUEL)
Specializing in Boiler Repair, Central Air,
Hydro Systems, and Sheetmetal for new and existing homes.
We Offer Maintenance Contracts
Residential & Commercial ® Over 20 Years Experience

(860) 267-5851 e

RE3-13-20

6 PH Correction

LFAR BLUE

WATER SYSTEMS.

Residential & Commercial

6 Odors Eliminated
& Radon & Uranium Mitigation
& Reverse Osmosis Drinking Water Systems

& Well Pumps & Holding Tanks
& Water Softeners & Filtration
¢ Rust & Iron Removal

860.342.0432

clearbluews@yahoo.com
www.clearbluewatersystems.com

Complete Service & Installation of
Well Pumps & Tanks

Water Softening Filtration
Drinking Water Systems

Lic.# W1-357 « PLM-0284625 - HIC-0627753

RE11-18-22

Classifieds
Pay

The Glastonbury
Citizen 1

& Rivereast |
|

|

I

News Bulletin

Call
860-633-4691
or
email your line |
ad to admin@ 1
glcitizen.com 1

Patios/Walkways
Landscape Design
Lawn Installations

COMPLETE LAWN
MAINTENANCE

- Scheduled Mowings
- New Lawn Installations
- Spring/Fall Cleanups
- Light Excavation/Drainage
- Landscape Rock/Mulch
Installation
- Landscape Bed
Design/Plantings
- Demolition
- Snow Removal/Salting
- Junk Removal/Clean outs
- Retaining Walls/Walks

LANDSCAIPRING

Commercial - Residential
Locally in East Hampton, CT

Fully Licensed & Insured — HIC # 0661818

ml 8560.913.6203  |pwww

WOOD FLOORS:
Questioning whether
your wood floors really
need sanding? Have
existing surface fin-

ish deep cleaned, re- A AESS

vitalized, with a dur- e

fioor finen. The best | DRIVEWAY SEALING & REPAIR
EXnanse of Sanding HOT CRACK SEALING

A great affordable ap- BRUSH MOWING & CLEARING

pearance booster for
home sellers. Carpets
safely dry cleaned.
Experienced, refer-
ences, insured. William
Agostinelli 860-704-
8486 Calls Only. Sup-
port Small Business.

CALL JIM GROSSMAN AT
860-305-1823

RE3.20-264

FULLER

RIP GRAVESTONE
CLEANING: Tired of
the dirty back breaking
job of cleaning your
loved ones gravestone,
with advertised products
that don't really work?
Have your headstones
safely, effectively deep
hand cleaned of dirt,
mold, mildew, etc. In-
sured, References,
Results, Owner oper-
ated, no contracts. Call,
text 860-798-5770.

PAVING & GRADING

* Reclaiming * Residential « Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old
pavement creating a great base to pave on.
FREE ESTIMATES
See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT

860-295-9566
Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
FULLY INSURED « CT LIC. # 0537749

CIT3-5-20

ASPHALT
MAINTENANCE

—— — — ampavingct.com —

PAVING CONTRACTORS, LLC

* NEW INSTALLATIONS & REPLACEMENTS OF

DRIVEWAYS QR PARKING LOTS - SEALING - CRACK FILL Over 25

+ ALL TYPES OF CONCRETE WORK - BLUESTONE PATIOS & WALKWAYS ~ Years it

860)-632-PAVE(7283) "
) (1283) .
FULLY INSURED Licensed Contractor * CT Lic. #£579594 & N
o

Commercial & Residential « FREE ESTIMATES * 7 days a week

ALL
PURPOSE

State of the Art
Equipment

Free

Estimates
PAVING, LLc

MUDDY DRIVEWAY? CALL US TODAY!

RE3-7-25

IMMEDIATE Driveways « Parking Lots
RESPONSE Gas Station - Private Roads
Sidewalks/Curbing
Reasonable Rates  Seal Coating - Asphalt Repair
Senior Discounts Parking Lot Sweeping
Church Discount Gravel Work « Hot Crack Fill

Lic# 00548924
“All Work Guaranteed”

——— FULLY INSURED /&
860-267-2109 « 860-827-3090 « 860-883-3314

Let our crew give your driveway a quality makeover.

Excavation & Drainage
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SERVICES

JOHN LACY PAINTING

Asphalt -

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR AIR % FLO O
7N & Quality Craftsmanship . Solutlons
N [Walls - $159 | MECHANICAL ¢ Sl
L Jwed | 18'x16' avg. room |3 Installation & Service Available ’ C €a lCOF"}ﬁf‘g SUMMER
g o g Specilling i Natwal Gos ¢ Popne | e il SPECIAL!

o
BN
<@
&
b=}
i}
4

Central & Ductless AC ¢ Furnace * Boilers
Pool Heaters ® Water Heaters © Sheet Metal
| — FINANCING AVAIL.ABLE —

BUSINESS
z MITSUBISHI
ELECTRIC

COOLING & HEATING

DIAMDND'/%
CONTRACTOR /

Free Estimates $ l OO OFF
Call Tyler 860-333-0070

Major Credit Cards Accepted — Licensed & Insured HIC 0657488

CIT6-25-26

"PLUMBING & HEATINGT
?/@) from dripping faucets &

to all your major
plumbing/beating needs

Water Heaters
Leaky Pipe Repair/Replacements

CT Lic

#9334 860-989-5079
neeoA PLUMBER?

RES 29-26 g

' House Washing,

Garbage Disposal Replacements
Faucets/Toilets

Lic. # P204015H389727

Call Leo at 860-267-2354

Insured

TAYLOR
PAVING LLC

Now on our 41st Season!

“Original Owners Since 1985

»

TEMPORARILY
SOLD OUT!
FREE ESTIMATES

On Your Asphalt Paving Work, Permanent

Base Stonedust Products, Processed Gravel,

Compaction, Excavation & Drainage Work
When your asphalt millings fail in a year call Al!

(860) 537-1379
(860) 334-5135

Cash ¢ Senior Discounts
All American Crew Members!

Owner Prlczng

,_—

All Work Guaranteed

= Local & State Specs ;
Alan & Chase Taylor, Father & Son owned — CT Lic. #562442 %

e Water Heaters
e Sump Pumps
¢ Toilets

e Faucets

Call/Text Phil: 203-506-7371

East Hampton, Portland, Middletown, Glastonbury, Colchester

MECHANICAL SYSTEMS, L.L.C.
PLUMBING | HEATING | KITCHEN & BATH

e Disposals
e Water Filtration
e New Construction

e Bathroom Remodels ® And more...!l!

— COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL -
Fully Licensed & Insured — P1. 0289420 | HIC. 0650960

e Additions
e Well Pumps
e Gas Lines

RE2-2«24

El

RE10-4-24

AAA

ectrician Servi

FBR~ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL N'EEDS
Residential € Commercial Wi iring
Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions,
Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens
Installation of Automatic or Portable Generator Systems
LICENSED ~ No Job Tvo Big or Too Small —INSURED

Call Shawn 860-759-6652

aaaelectricianservices.com

ces

9

-
BBB.

ACCREDITED.

ELC. 0209770-E1

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Roof Cleaning,
& More!

No Water, No Problem!
Just let us know.

'Suds & Sunshine ue
| 1860-942-3913 o c wunas

HIC. 0654618 ~ Insured ||

I
FR :
Es'nmﬁsrsc )

H.@

equipmentcompany inc.

Prouiding safe clean water
since 1967

Phone: 860-267-0110
WWW. h20eqU|pment com

24/7 Emergency Services
Installation & Repair
Well Pumps

Pressure Tanks

Pressure Issues
Water Testing
Water Softeners
Neutralizers, Iron & Sulfur Filters
Ultra Violet Treatment for Bacteria
Reverse Osmosis Systems
Drinking Water Systems
Arsenic/Uranium/Radon/

PFAS Mitigation
Well Extensions & Well Work
Well Inspections

Chlorination & Yield Tests

STARKEY HOME
REMODELING: Call
today for a free estim-
ate on all your Interior
and Exterior needs.
Roofing, decks, sheds,
windows/doors, gutters,
landscape services,
porches, patios, fram-
ing, carpentry, siding, kit-
chens/baths, basements,
flooring (tile, hardwood,
laminate & vinyl), pain-
ting/staining, insulation,
trim, etc. Locally owned.
Licensed/Insured. James
860-573-3597.

PLUMBING AND
HOME REPAIR
SPECIALIST: Com-
plete plumbing services
and repairs from leaky
pipes and drains, hot
water heaters, toilets,
garbage disposals, kit-
chen sinks and faucets,
tub and shower valves,
and more! Fully licensed
and insured. Discounts
available for seniors. Call
or text Justin at 203-440-
5496 for a free estimate!

HARDWOOD
FLOORING: Installation,
repairs, sanding,
staining, dustless
refinishing. Carpet and
vinyl, LVT and ceramic,
all flooring. Finish
carpentry and decks.
HIC#0624266. Fully
insured. Free estimates.
BROTHERS HOME
IMPROVEMENT &
FLOORING, LLC. Locally
owned/ operated info@
brothershomeimprove
mentct.com, www.
BrothersHomelmprove
mentCT.com 860-432-
5716, 860-882-7672.

ABLE MASON &
RESTORATION LLC:
Chimney built, liner &
wood stove installation,
Brick, block, stone ven-
eer. pavers, patio, tile
and bathroom remodel,
all masonry repairs. Li-
censed & Insured. Call
860-978-2947.

ALL STAR MASONRY:
Affordable prices. Our
prices can’'t be beat.
Patios-walkways-
steps-walls-concrete-
chimney-pavers-blue-
stone-drainage-decking
and more. 35 years’
experience. Fully li-
censed and insured.
HIC#0563329. https://
mersiniv12.wixsite.com/
allstarmasonry. Call
Bebe 860-960-9167.

D&A TILE: Free es-
timates. Licensed and
insured. All types of tile
work, kitchens, baths.
All work guaranteed. 25
years experience. Call
860-508-0893.

GENERAL HOME
REPAIRS: Handyman,
painting, rotted wood,
framing alterations and
structural repairs. Fully
licensed/insured. Call/
Text Ben Egri 860-712-
6257.

KKS Construction

Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial
Carpentry — Roofing
Windows — Doors

Lic 0570333/ Ins - Est. 1995

CIT6:4:26

860.550.0932

kimsadlon@cox.net

FOUR SEASONS PAINTERS 11.c
EXTERIOR/INTERIOR Painting
* Specializing in Wood, Aluminum & Vinyl Siding

* Staining, Powerwashing

* Carpentry, Replacement Windows & Home Improvements
¢ Free Estimates, Insured &
Kevin Greer 860-646-7760 Lic. # 574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net G

Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,
roofs, decks, additions, renovations,
interior/exterior painting

860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

in business since 1977 « licensed & insured

RE7-5-24

G ENERAL
RENOVATIONS: Over
21 years of experience.
Free estimate on all your
interior & exterior needs.
Kitchens, bathrooms,
basements, sunrooms
& more. Flooring
(hardwood, tile, lam-
inate, & vinyl). Power
washing, interior &
exterior painting. Elec-
tric & plumbing. Fully
licensed & Insured. WE
REPAIR OR REPLACE!
Call or text Jose 470-
963-1357.

GUTTER & ROOF
CLEANING: Clogged
gutters? Roof moss,
stains? LOCAL.
RELIABLE. Insured,
#HIC.06517074. Free
estimates. Text/Call
Marc anytime, 860-498-
2524.

J & S PAINTING
& H O ME
IMPROVEMENT: Interi-
or/exterior painting, win-
dow/door installation,
vinyl siding installation
and roof installation.
Pool patio & deck patio.
Stucco, finish basement,
ceramic tiles, bathroom,
remodeling. Building
maintenance, fence in-
stallation. House and of-
fice cleaning. Call John,
860-796-0006.

PRINCE OF GUTTER
CLEANING: Hand
cleaned out then rinsed.
Starting at $125. In-
sured. Josh Langdon
860-922-4621.

Reliable

Free Estimates
Lic. No. 0604514

--
h
CIT3-5-20

—

RKC MASONRY

Stonewalls « Brick Walls « Bluestone * Steps
Fireplaces * Chimneys ¢ Patios * Sidewalks
We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

KEN (203) 558-4951

Quality Workmalnship

Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels

Ceramic = Hardwood = Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching = Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650  Insured

Call 860.377.0380

89 Main St.
East Hampton

Custom Window
Treatments

Shades * Shutters
Sheers & Draperies

860-267-8330

allaboutblinds<t.com

£5.10-26

Rl

HoME DESIGNS
——BY BRUNO ——

860-537-5345

RE3-13-20

See Me Before You Build/

3D Plans * Permit Plans
Budgets

(AR
il

ALL TYPES OF MASONRY
Patios « Walls « Paver Driveways
Stone for Pools, Patios, Decks
Stone & Bluestone Brick & Pavers

ADMasonry

Free Estimates » CT Lic. #06096-1701  Insured
E - — GLASTONBURY BASED —
@ o Cell 860.368.9486 30 Years

Office 860.657.9185 WAL

CIT4-2-26

Deart associates uc

* Painting, Staining, Powerwashing
* Cedar & Vinyl Trim & Siding Repair
* Deck Repairs * Carpentry
* (eiling Texture Removed & Skim Coated

Call Today! ===
FREE ESTIMATES — LICENSED & INSURED

860-295-6475 - 860-916-7939

REB-30-24

FRANKLIN
Painting v.c

Your Neighborhood Painters

Factory Finish CABINET RE-SPRAYS
INTERIORS: Walls, Ceiling, Trim
EXTERIOR Painting & Staining

www.franklinpainting.com  @#
Bonded & Insured - HIC #570442

| 877-646-7774

CIT3-26-26
—

Frank, Owner

B3]

F;'{Eﬁ‘ £ Scan
; for an

appointment
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HOME IMPROVEMENT

Licensed HIC# 0587738 & Fully Insured

PAQUETTE
ROOFING

Specializing in
Residential & Commercial Roofing
for over 20 years
— Free Competitive Estimates
— Financing Options Available
www.paquetteroofing.com
Hebron, CT  Fully Insured LIC# 0615769

860.748.8410

From Additions, Decks, Roofs & Doors to
Finished Basements, Siding & Floors

RE3:13-20

(860) 267-1496
f
ARKER

E starrbuilders@sbcglobal.net
AINTING [§ ‘

Free Estimates
Interior/Exterior ¢ Powerwashing
Light Carpentry
Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair

— FREE ESTIMATES —
.insureo_860=-338=-0156

& INSURED

h Swanson

T PAINTING

Michael Swanson, owner
Powerwashing, Light Carpentry,
Laminate Flooring
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
MAKING HOMES BEAUTIFUL!

CIT3-5-20

IRe12.20.23

CALL: 219-575-0370

GUTTERS
Complete Remodeling Services

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or Custom Colors Connecticut’s One Stop Shop That Does It ALL
o Specializing in Hardwood Flooring, Installation & Refinishing

ALU-REX Gutter Protection :
(20% Savings)

Fascia Replacement

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE, CALL
(860) 537-0819

— All Floors, Tile, etc. — Ceilings — Sheetrock
— Painting — Bathrooms - Basements —Doors
—Windows - Kitchens - Stairs

Specializing in Serving You and Your Budget

Private Master Carpenters

860-498-1060 cr1uc. semss

www.myallwoodflooring.com

Ci19.16.21°

* DORMERS
* GARAGES

REMODELING SPECIALIST
860.295.1295

* ADDITIONS ¢ BASEMENTS
* BATHROOMS * SIDING
* KITCHENS
Certified Green Professional
Certified Aging in Place Specialist
smwelch.com ¢ Insured ¢ CT 607510

* DECKS
* ROOFING

CIT3-5-20

N
War

Roofing

Siding & Windows
Small Jobs

Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

E.L. CONTRACTING
— NO JOB TOO SMALL —

Ed Loveland

License #609553

860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL « FULLY INSURED

Brian Becker

Construction

Remodeling | Additions | Decks
Repairs | Excavation Work
Lot Clearing | Driveways
Foundations | Yard Expansion
— FULLY INSURED & REGISTERED —

Located in Middle Haddam, CT

860.978.7608

IRE6-21-24

SHAW DRYWALL

First Class Service & Quality Work

860-228-0680

CT. LIC. #0623063

FULLY INSURED

Since 1992
MARK'S

PAINTING
860-267-4125

|Freshen Up for the Holidays!|

All Phases of Painting & Carpentry §<
Quuality Interior Painting
MARK PESZYNSKI
LIC. #563897

E CHARTER
e PAINTING &
sree W 1959 RESTORATION

56" ANNIVERSARY
Family Operated

Painting & Carpentry

Interior & Exterior Painting
Estimates given in an A-LA-CARTE Fashion

Restoration — Int & Ext

Aluminum Sided
Homes Repainted

=l Carpentry Services
&l Water Damage

“WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL”
[=l= Home/Church/Historic &= Preparation Specialist —

[l Since 1973 Over 2300 [l Textured Ceilings/Removal

[l Hardwood Floor Finishing
[Elm Powerwashing

Our loyal tradesmen have rejuvenated 1000’s of
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!
Call Christian Charter

www.charterpainting.com
chinchart4u@hotmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

Menu Format Proposals

of Popcorn & Paper/
Drywall & Crack Repair

RE 3-7-25

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured « CT Lic# 0646855

Premier Painting CT
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

PAINTING

Deck & Fence Staining
Carpentry / Power Washing

Experienced,
Professional,
Exceptional Service =/

—

ALL /TEXT
860-944-5614
www.premierpaintingct.com

premierpaintingct@gmail.com
Licensed & Insured HIC# 0670230

FRANKLIN J. DAVIS CT LIC# HIC 0635952

D AV 'S PRO PAINTING w.c

Power Washing
860~-573-6860

e On Board Water Services
o Free Estimates o Fully Insured

CIT3-20-25

Davispropaintinglic@yahoco.com

Residential & Commercial — Licensed & Insured

~\.CHRISTOPHER

HOME IMPROVEMENT LLC.

YOUR ROOFING AND SIDING EXPERTS
Roofing | Siding | Gutters | Windows
Full Roof or Siding

*1000 OFF izeoerSs

with this ad

860-381-9336

or FREE Gutters with

CIT9-25-25

Financein
Available

christopherimprovement.com

Over 25 Years Experience in Masonry

P N —

Specializing in Chimney
Repairs & Hardscapes

Retaining Walls — Cultured Stone Veneers
Patios & Walkways — Indoor/Outdoor Fireplaces

We Service all of Central Connecticut ¢ Free Consultation & Estimate

860'918'9048 Fully Licensed & Insured, Lic. 0640485

www.gottaandsonsmasonry.com

CIT7-30-26

CHRISTINE’S
CLEANING
COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL
Building Maintenance
Services. Economical Rates
& Prof. Skills. New Customer

Discount Available. ~ §

860-798-7961 :

FOR SALE

END ROLLS OF
NEWSPRINT: Great for
art projects , wrapping
and packing, table cov-
erings for public dinners,
etc. THE GLASTON-
BURY CITIZEN. 87
Nutmeg Lane (off Oak
Street) 860-633-4691.

FOR SALE MOVING!
CLUB CADET RIDING
MOWER: 10.5HP, hy-
drostatic drive, electric
start. 30” cut, turning
radius 18", single blade,
runs approximately
4mph. Perfect condi-
tion! Two years old, oil
changed yearly. Avail-
able after 9/17. Call Phil
475-688-2195.

860-853-0493

FINANCING
AVAILABLE
$10,000 * $117 MONTH

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
BUILDER

ADDITIONS ¢ KITCHENS
BATHROOMS ¢ TRIM & PAINTING

ROOFS DONE IN ONE DAY!

RE8-7-26

YOUR AD

" SHOULD BE HERE!

”Call us at: 860-633-4691

R OSEMHILL
MEMORIAL PARK: 2
Burial plots for sale by
owner, $2,000. Contact
860-657-6655.

Classifieds
Pay

1 The Glastonbury
1 Citizen 1
1 &Rivereast |
1 News Bulletin |
1 Call I
I 860-633-4691 !
1 or 1
I email your line 1
1 adtoadmin@ 1
1 glcitizen.com 1

TAG SALES

GARAGE SALE: 9/5,
8am-1pm. 10 Michael
Drive, Portland. Assor-
ted tools, table saw, fish-
ing gear and more.

GIANT CHURCH TAG
SALE: Friday, Saturday
& Sunday. 8am-5pm.
Christ Episcopal
Church, 66 Middle Had-
dam Rd, East Hampton.
Furniture, kitchen ware,
appliances, games, vinyl
records, snow babies,
framed prints and more.
Early birds welcome.

HEBRON FARMERS
MARKET & TAG
SALE: SEPTEMBER
12TH 9AM-2PM,
FIRESIDE SUPPLY
33B EAST STREET,
HEBRON. RESERVE
YOUR SPOT 860-228-
1383 OR NICOLE@
FIRESIDESUPPLY.
NET. INCLUDES
SALES O N
NORMAL IN-STORE
MERCHANDISE.

TAG SALE: Saturday
9/12, 8am-2pm, 563 New
Britian Ave, Newington.
Living room, bedroom
and dining furniture, kit-
chen ware, never used
items, HVAC tools and
misc items.
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HOME IMPROVEMENT BOOK NOW!

' f FALL SPECIAL
Michelangelo’s Home Painting =
Making Your Home A Masterpiece Marc VIccaro A N s E L M 0 10% OFF
HOME IMPROVEMENT SEALCOATING & ASPHALT SERVICES

Fully Insured — Free Estimates — Interior/Exterior Free consultation
= Decks * Windows & Doors We are your premier destination for all your asphalt needs. With and estimate.

MRRZSO = Interior & Exterior Carpentry years of expertise and a commitment to excellence. Whether
YEA

you're a homeowner, business owner or property manager, we

grrﬁgory Otct%g]zi 2 gXPERIENCE  *Finished Basen"le“ts offer a comprehensive range of services to ensure the durability,
8618%1298#; -54479 b E = Structural Repair & Remodels safety, and aesthetics of your asphalt surfaces.

iole. . inti i 860-604-3411 Marc Viccaro
michelangeloshomepainting@gmail.com £ e eemeda st SERVICES:

. WINTER IS COMING!
* Sealcoating Extend the life of

* Asphalt Repair your driveway!
» Crack Sealing

CONTACT US:

Phone: (860) 328-4614
Email: anselmosealcoating@gmail.com S SIS
We are locally owned and operated. Licensed and fully insured. ManCheSter, CT

oM Fall is the Time to ¥
Get Ready for the Cold!

Call Today for
Fall Specials
860-657-4554

% .

Prime HealthCare welcomes
Gaby Ukleja, APRN

Gaby is a Nurse Practitioner who has recently joined
Greater Hartford Internal Medicine in Glastonbury
and West Hartford, CT

Accepting new patients!

HEATING « AIR CONDITIONING « SHEET METAL FABRICATION
i E Over 30 Years Experience « 24 Hour Emergency Service

Fully Licensed & Insured « Commercial/Residential

31 YEARS
ngEuznty services MECHANICAL
===1 CONTRACTORS .

17 Nutmeg Lane * Glastonbury .,
To schedule an appaintrment (L) B60-659-0581 Wi, prrirmehic, oom Lic.#392776 www.emonds.com

:_/%/QMQ/?/*\/ PICTURE PERFECT, NOW
LABOR DAY/| WA UNTIL«
== YOUTASTE |

CAMPAGNA | ——
Fine Italian Restaurant and Bar s -

Five Course Menu Offering on OMAHA STEAKS
Sunday through Thursday
Five Course Meal $30.00 « _W
$15 plate charge for sharing
— DINING ROOM ONLY — ’ . 0
APPETIZERS Butcher’s Classic Pack Gt
Zuppa D Mssels Sueedn s ot e o e o 4 Butcher's Cut Filst Mignons (5 0z.) Scan Now To Ord
: : : can Now [o Uraer

Fried Mozzarella Topped with marinara sauce 4 Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 OZ.)

~ PASTA COURSE _ 4 PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 0z.)

:enne Aglio Olio « Penne with g;rllc and 0|I.- Penne Marinara 4 Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 OZ.)
'enne Alla Vodka Asparaqus, sun dried tomatoes in a vodka blush sauce o
SOUP OR SKllﬂn Cup of soup of the day or garden salad 4 Individual Scalloped Potatoes (38 OZ.)
ELP!:II‘EFPEE“Q:EEE 4 Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 0z.)
i igi .
Eggplant Rollatini Rolled eggplant ~ Stuffed Pork Ghop Stuffed with 1 Omaha Steaks Seasomng (3 OZ')
stuffed with ricotta, prosciutto and roasted peppers  broccoli, gorgonzola cheese and ritz 8 FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)
Chicken Marsala Sauteed with crackers in a brown cognac sauce
mushrooms, shallots in a marsalawine sauce ~ Stuffied Sole (rab meat stuffing 81081XEL separately $323-93 312999 OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399
served over spinach
Balkan Meatballs Becf meathalls sauteed with scalliol:ls, by SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE

roasted red peppers, grape tomatoes in a marsala cream sauce

DESSERTS - A« your server for our selections

b o OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399 | 1.833.897.4133
"!!ﬂfcﬁuﬂ'/ﬂffﬂfgﬂ" Il)inﬁ: Ask for your FREE burgers with offer 81081 XEL

Served Every Friday and Saturday _[""
Serving Prime Rib Every Friday Night!

(. 151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66), Portland - (860) 398-5411 .|
OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH & DINNER

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will
be sent to each shipping address that includes 81081. Limit 2. Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last.
ltems may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be available for sale in your area.
Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 12/31/26. 25M8931 | Omaha Steaks, LLC
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woofie’s

We treat
your pet like
they're our
OWN!

. Pet Sitting

. Dog Walking
. Mobile Pet Spa
(860)254-9540 |

_Reel In &
Recycle your
used fishing line

=
Save

RE12-5-25

- savethemanatee.org
800-432-JOIN (5646)

Photo ©Save the Manatee Club

884 Silas Deane Highway,
Wethersfield, CT 06109

The basic fact is we are committed to
supplying you with only the very best
quality seafood! Please visit our store to
GOLD see our large variety of fresh seafood.

Get hooked on Seafood,
| Get Ready Tor Get Hooked on City Fish!

i BACK-TO- SCHOOL SOME GREAT OPTIONS INCLUDE:

with Healthy, Quuick,

and ¥ Am\iy-—f’ riendly
Ceatood f\eals!

- —

860.922.3129 www.criSHCT.COM

RETAIL MARKET HOURS RESTAURANT HOURS
Mon & Tues 9am-5pm; Wed-Fri 9am-6pm; Tues 10am-5pm; Wed-Fri 10am-6pm;
Sat 9am-5pm; Closed Sunday Sat 10am-5pm; Closed Sun & Mon

CIT8-20-26

SADLER'S

RESTAURANT - BAKERY

THE BEST TIME OF YEAR
FOR OUTDOOR DINING

Warm evenings are made for outdoor dining.
Come enjoy good food throughout the week
on The Patio at Sadler’s.

Daily food, beer & wine specials.

You gotta love the sound of this!

20% OFF your whole check Tues. 9/8 after 4pPm.

Half OFF Your second meal Wed. 9/9 after 4pPm.
Online orders use code PATI026

61 North Main Street, Marlborough 8602950006

Tuesday-Saturday 11am-8pm, Sunday 11Am-7pm

EATATSADLERS.COM

GOODOLETO M. S

STATEJEWELRY GOLD « ANTIQUES « COIN

Buying Used Jewelry,
Sterling Flatware and Coins

HURRYIN - SALE ENDS SEPTEMBER 30TH!!
CAREFREE’S HARvEsT th2 SAvINGs SALE

SAVE upP 1O 20% THIS FALL AT CAREFREE!

RE9-4-26

PLAYHOUSES
S39VHVYH

Carefee.C-ditaéé - Carefree Colonial arfreer Cottage
w/Loft & Ramp w/Ramp IN STOCK!! w/Ramp
Reg $9,331 Reg $6,429 Reg $8,270

sae $7,895 saLe $5, 143 saLe $6,995

STORAGE BUILDINGS
JUNLINYNL 0ILlVd

Come on down for $$$3$ on the spot!

Gold & Silver Price is at an all time high.
Looking to buy:
Sterling Silver Flatware
Sterling Serving Pieces
Gold and Silver Jewelry in ANY Condition
Gold and Silver Coins
Collectible Coins

Carefree Vinyl Dutch Carefree Vinyl Cottage Carefree Horse Barn'.\s.
Garage w/Loft & Ramp w/Loft & Ramp SAVE 20%!! IN STOCK!!
Reg $17,798 Reg $10,164 Reg $8,102

sate $14,239 sate $8,131 saLe $6,482
REF
Hurry in! GP\ 1979- zofg&

Sale ends September 30,2026 -
Not to be combined with any other offer. S M4evlg_g!5_of?ug;|nI£:QDU:/E]Gs 1 . 8 00. 3 2 6 _S H E D 1100 M aln Street,
Two Great Locations: Colchester 860-267-7600 | Clinton 860-664-1620 East Hartford, CT 06108

) . . . Call us with any questions! 860-289-8015
We’re also available at Diroma Home & Garden Center, Griswold 860-591-1066 Open: Monday-Friday 10:30 am-5:30 pm

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.CAREFREEBUILDINGS.COM Saturday’s 9-4

GAZEBOS
sSY10dnd

Not Sure? Bring it In!




