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A Special Connection to Ground Zero
By Anne Lilburn

Like many people, Sept. 11 is a sad day for 
Portland resident Leslie Houghton.

Houghton is a born-and-raised New Yorker 
who grew up on Manhattan’s Upper West Side, 
and she said remembers the Twin Towers well. 
She had been at the World Trade Center just a 
week before the towers fell, visiting a friend who 
worked at the Express clothing store there.

When the towers fell, Houghton said, she was 
a student at Mercy University in Westchester 
County, just north of the city. 

“My mom was still in Manhattan, [and] my 
sister,” she said. “It was awful because we could 
not get in touch. The phone lines weren’t work-
ing; I couldn’t get on a train.”

She said she also thought of her friend who 
worked at the site. Fortunately, the friend had 
the day off – but Houghton didn’t know that at 
the time.

“She happened to be off that day, but I 
couldn’t get in touch with her. It was very scary, 
not knowing if she was in to work that day,” she 
said. “It was awful.”

But while many New Yorkers who were alive 
during the 9/11 attacks may look at the Ground 
Zero site and feel only sadness, for Houghton, 
it’s also a place of hope and rebirth. It’s a place 
where she came into her own in a career as a 
bricklayer, and where she feels proud to have 
worked rebuilding the World Trade Center site. 

Houghton said she had moved back into 
the city in the years following 9/11, and was 
working as a bartender in Manhattan’s Chel-
sea neighborhood when she came across an ad 
in the newspaper for a program that provided 
training for “non-traditional employment for 
women.” 

“It was literally around the corner from the 
bar that I was working at,” she said, “and it just 
helped women get into the trades. It was 33 
months. It wasn’t paid. They did give you a Met-
ro Card so you could get to work or get there, 
but it was just a training, and every week you 
did something different; maybe you could visit 
the plumbers union, or you had an electrician 
that would come in and do some work with you, 

or there was a carpenter there. So, you could 
learn a little bit about everything.”

Her time in that program led her to a career 
in construction, she said, and she found herself 
drawn to masonry work, loving the precision 
and skill of the work. She eventually became a 
union bricklayer. 

In 2011, Houghton got a job working at 
Ground Zero in lower Manhattan, and worked 
there on and off over the next five years. She 
worked on both the new 2 World Trade Center 
Tower – which is still under construction and 
sits nearby, but not in the footprint of, the previ-
ous Tower 2 – and also at the new 3 World Trade 
Center Tower, which has since been completed. 
Working on those sites, she said, was different 
from other jobs she’d had.

“It was a strange feeling,” Houghton said. 
“There was this camaraderie amongst the work-
ers. We all had the same goal: to help New York 
rise to the top – you know, from under the ashes 
of the World Trade Center, and come up bigger 

Remembering 9/11...Members of the Portland Leo Club helped place flags at St. 
Mary’s Cemetery, in honor of the first responders who lost their lives during the 
Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. From left are Brooks Olivia, Reese Nicol, Jack Hal-
linean, Miles Matterfis, Declan Thomas and Liam Witschy. 

Through The Lens, 
A Country United   

By Toriana Williams
It began with smoke.
On Sept. 11, 2001, Robert Carley was sitting 

in his office in Stamford, looking across the 
Long Island Sound. He could see the smoke ris-
ing into the sky from New York. 

Carley didn’t realize until later that what he 
was seeing would change the direction of his 
life. The next day, he began noticing something 
else; flags were everywhere.

People carried them, painted them and 
turned everyday objects into bright red, white 
and blue signs of hope.

A person walked back and forth over I-95 
carrying a large flag. A store owner painted an 
American flag on a pumpkin. A two-story flag 
appeared near a cemetery in Darien.

Carley had only recently begun taking pho-
tography seriously at that point in time. He had 
inherited his father’s old Nikon film camera and 
had always enjoyed street photography, but after 
the Sept. 11, his camera became a way to pre-
serve history.

“I saw the incredible demonstrations of patri-
otism. They were beautiful, and I felt like I had 
to record them,” said Carley. “I had to chronicle 
them.”

And that’s what he’s been doing for the past 
25 years.

Carley, who lives in Colchester and is now 
retired, has spent the last quarter-century trav-
eling across the country to photograph the 
American flag in all its different kinds of forms 
and glory.

More than 100 of those photographs, along 

with flags Carley made himself, will be on dis-
play at the Slater Memorial Museum in Nor-
wich in an exhibition called “Stars and Stripes: 
The American Flag from 9/11 to 250.”

The exhibition opens Sept. 12 at the Converse 
Art Gallery and runs through Dec. 5. The open-
ing reception is at 1 p.m. and is free and open 
to the public.

When Carley spoke with the Rivereast about 
his journey, the exhibition became less of a col-
lection of photographs and more a collection of 
memories and stories.

Looking for the Stories
After the devastating terrorist attacks of Sept. 

11, American flags became difficult to find as 
stores quickly sold out.

“People wanted to wave the flag and rally 
around the flag,” said Carley. When people 
couldn’t buy flags, they made their own.

Some painted flags on their homes. Oth-
ers painted cars, trucks and other objects. For 
many people, creating something was a way to 
deal with the pain.

“They channeled their anger into creative 
ways. They started making flags,” said Carley. “It 
was therapeutic. It was cathartic for them.”

Carley realized he wanted to capture those 
creations before they disappeared. And he didn’t 
stop with a click of the camera – he wanted to 
know the person behind the flag.

“I don’t just take the photo. I interview the 
person who created the flag,” he said. “That’s 
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Let Our Family Take Care of Your Family
— Family Owned & Operated Since 1994  —

With Four generations of experience, Our Family has been proudly helping your 
Family with all of your real estate needs. Call Today for Honest, Dedicated, and

Proven Experience For ALL Your Real Estate Needs!!

105 Main St., Hebron, CT 06248

Contact us today for a FREE Market 
Analysis and discover the difference a
Family tradition of service can make.

RE 8-28-26

Sept. 10-13
Nashville Drive

Thursday, sepT. 10 @ 7:30pm

Raise Your Hands 
Friday, sepT. 11 @ 8:00pm

Backstage Pass
saTurday, sepT. 12 @ 7:00pm

Better Than Ezra
sunday, sepT. 13 @ 3:30pm

HEBRON LIONS CLUB PRESENT

LIVE MUSIC!

SEPT. 4-7

MORE RIDES THAN ANY 
OTHER FAIR IN CT
DOCK DOGS SEA 
LION SPLASH
DEMO DERBY
ROSAIRE’S ROYAL 
RACING PIGS
FAIR FOOD FAVORITES
AGRICULTURAL EDU-
CATION EVENTS 

NORTH COUNTRY BAND  
THURSDAY, SEPT. 4 @ 7:30PM

BLUSHING BRIDES  
FRIDAY, SEPT. 5 @ 8:00PM

RAISE YOUR HANDS  
SATURDAY, SEPT. 6 @ 7:00PM

JOHN WAITE  
SUNDAY, SEPT. 7 @ 3:30PM

FOUR FULL DAYS 
OF FUN!

C
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(860)254-9540
https://www.woofies.com/glastonbury-marlborough/

AUTO • HOME • LIFE • COMMERCIAL

LOOKING FOR INSURANCE?

WE’VE GOT YOU 

COVERED

GET A FREE QUOTE TODAY!

CALL 860.228.8500
hebroninsurance.com

COMPARE & 

SAVE $ WITH A 

FREE QUOTE!

Hebron Insurance 
32 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
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DTC Chili 
Cook-Off

The Andover Democratic Town Commit-
tee will hold its third annual Chili Cook-Off 
Sunday, Sept. 20, from noon-2:30 p.m. 

Enter a pot of your best chili! There will 
be prizes for the best and runner-up chilis. 
Contestant fee is $15. 

All are also invited to come sample the 
chilis and vote for your favorites. Fee is $10 
for a sample of all of the chilis, and chips. 
There will also be a bake sale.

Proceeds go to the Andover Food Pantry 
and the Andover DTC. 

Contact Catherine Cremé to register, at 
cat.creme2023@gmail.com.

WAIM Fall Flea Market
Windham Area Interfaith Ministry (WAIM) 

will hold its Fall Flea Market, “Fifth Floor Trea-
sures,” on Saturday, Sept. 19, from 8 a.m.-noon, 
at 866 Main St.

Discover a one-of-a-kind indoor flea market 
experience on WAIM’s fifth floor. Items range 
from snow shoes to microscopes, and every-
thing in between.

Payment can be by cash, charge or check. 
WAIM (Windham Area Interfaith Ministry) 

is a social-service nonprofit that serves Andover 
and Hebron, as well as Ashford, Bolton, Chap-
lin, Columbia, Coventry, Hampton, Lebanon, 
Mansfield, Storrs, Scotland, Willington, Wind-
ham, and Willimantic.

For more information, call 860-456-7270 ext. 
104 or Kathy Callahan at 860-228-0873.
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WANTED TO BUY
Antiques & Old Stuff

 Bottles • Crocks • Jugs • Costume Jewelry • Pottery • Toys
• Pewter • Glassware • Sterling Silver • Coins • Gold

• Silver Plated Items • Watches • Typewriters • Sewing Machines
• Tools • Radios • Clocks • Lanterns • Lamps • Kitchenware
• Cookware • Knives • Hunting • Fishing • Military • Masonic

• Fire Dept • Advertising Signs & Much More

Call Donald Roy 860-874-8396

$50 OFF on first service or next service
Must present coupon at time of estimate. Cannot be combined 

with any other offers or promotions. Expires 10/15/26 09
03

26

Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover • Andover

Fund Now Accepting Grant Applications
The Andover Community Fund at the Great-

er Hartford Gives Foundation announced today 
that it is now accepting grant applications for 
projects that strengthen the wellbeing, vibrancy, 
and resilience of the Andover community. Ap-
plications are due Oct. 1.

Full details of the Request for Proposals 
(RFP) – including funding priorities, eligibil-
ity guidelines, and how to apply are available at 
greaterhartfordgives.org/andovercf.

To explore eligibility guidelines, review ex-
amples of past funded projects, or learn more 
about the application process, visit the Andover 
Community Fund page at the Greater Hartford 
Gives Foundation at greaterhartfordgives.org/
andovercf.

For organizations interested in learning more 
about the new application, you can sign up for 
an online information session on Sept. 15 by 
emailing the committee at andover@greater-
hartfordgivescf.org.

The Andover Community Fund Committee 
is a group of volunteer residents who help iden-
tify local needs, shape grant priorities, and re-
view proposals for projects that enhance quality 
of life in Andover. The committee makes grant 
recommendations to the Greater Hartford Gives 
Foundation. In the most recent grant cycle, the 
fund awarded over $45,000 to seven local orga-
nizations, with individual grants ranging from 
$1,000 to $10,000. 

The Andover Community Fund is funded by 
the Greater Hartford Gives Foundation (for-
merly known as the Hartford Foundation for 
Public Giving). For more information on the 
fund, the volunteer committee, the foundation, 
and the grant application process, please visit 
greaterhartfordgives.org/about-the-communi-
ty-funds. 

General inquiries may also be sent to Ando-
ver@greaterhartfordgivescf.org.

Caregiver Support Group to Meet
The Andover Caregivers Support Group will 

meet Thursday, Sept. 24, at 7 p.m., at the Ando-
ver Public Library on Route 6. The meeting will 
run for one hour.

The public is invited to attend and hear from 
guest speaker Jane Fisher, from Oasis Senior 
Advisors.

Oasis Senior Advisors provides free, person-
alized guidance to seniors and their families 
who are searching for the right senior living 
or care options. Because Oasis operates locally, 
the company says its advisors have extensive 
knowledge of senior living and care options in 
the area. They help families understand the dif-
ferences among communities, evaluate the pros 
and cons of each option, and identify the right 
questions to ask when making this important 
decision.

The meeting will conclude with its usual 
“Show and Tell” segment, where participants are 

encouraged to share handy tips, tools, or gad-
gets that assist in caregiving.

The meeting provides a safe and welcom-
ing space for individuals who are navigating 
the challenges, stresses, and rewards of caring 
for loved ones. Caregiving can be a demanding 
journey, and this support group is designed to 
bring together individuals who are traveling 
the same road, offering a space to share experi-
ences, learn about resources, and connect with 
others who understand firsthand the challenges 
of caregiving. 

Whether you have recently stepped into the 
role of caregiver or have been providing care for 
years, this group aims to foster a sense of com-
munity, reassurance, and encouragement. 

For more information, call co-host Dianne 
Grenier at 860-742-3033 or Cathy Palazzi at 
860-916-6122.

Wreaths Across America Committee Meeting
Wreaths Across America will return in De-

cember – so it’s time to start wreath sponsor-
ship efforts.

The first Wreaths Across America commit-
tee meeting of the year will be Saturday, Sept. 
19, at 11 a.m., in the Andover Community and 
Senior Center. 

The 2026 Wreaths Across America Theme is 
“Remember Me.” All are invited to attend the 

Sept. 19 meeting to help continue to grow this 
event in our community. 

The committee is also reaching out to all the 
veterans in Andover – if anyone would like to 
volunteer to lay one of the ceremonial wreaths 
at the Opening Ceremony on Dec. 19,  con-
tact Susan Camoroda at 703-472-3209 or vet-
erans@andoverct.org. 

Community & Senior Center Happenings 
The Andover Community and Senior Center 

(ACSC), located at 25 School Rd., is open Mon-
day-Thursday from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. and Friday 
from 9 a.m.-noon. All are welcome. For more 
information, call director Tess Grous at 860-
742-7305 ext. 4510 or at 860-798-6862. 

The center’s monthly newsletter is available 
online at www.andoverconnecticut.org. Copies 
are also available at the center, Town Hall, and 
Andover Public Library. To receive the newslet-
ter by email each month or to reserve space, call 
860-742-7305. Also call the center if interested 
in volunteering. Evening hours are available. 
Call or stop by the center if interested. 

Transportation: Call 860-498-2326 to sched-
ule transportation. Provide a one-week notice 
for all appointment requests. Transportation is 
available for town events and meetings, voting, 
senior events, group shopping and medical ap-
pointments. Transportation available to Ando-
ver seniors, veterans, and disabled are welcome. 
The driver shifts end at 5 p.m. If assistance is 
required, passengers may bring an aid (age 18 
or older).

Regular Weekly and Monthly Programs: 
For a list of regular weekly and monthly events, 
such as Movies, Wednesday Lunches, Stretch 
& Strength fitness classes, Chair Massage and 
more, see the monthly newsletter, “Community 
Connections.” Transportation is available.

Yoga Classes: Chair Yoga with Haley: Mon-
days at 11 a.m. and Fridays at 8:30 a.m.; fee is $7 
per class. Gentle Yoga with Haley: Fridays at 
10 a.m.; fee is $10 per class. Yoga with Linda: 
Thursdays at 5:45 p.m.; fee is $10 per class. 

Monthly Veterans Coffee House: Monday, 
9/14, 9:30 a.m. This is a free opportunity to con-
nect with fellow veterans, share stories, build 
friendships, and enjoy a cup of coffee in a re-
laxed setting. All veterans are welcome.

Shopping: Tuesdays, 8:30 a.m. Shop in Wil-
limantic 9/22 and in Manchester 9/15, 9/29. 
Transportation is available. And on Thursday, 
9/17, 8:30 a.m., shop Trader Joe’s & Michael’s.

Lunch Bunch: Friday, 9/18, 11 a.m., to Main 
Moose, Columbia. Enjoy lunch with friends at a 
local restaurant. The center will provide trans-
portation to and from the restaurant. Partici-

pants are responsible for the cost of their own 
meal. Registration is required; call the center. 
For a ride, call 860-498-2326.

Breakfast Bunch: Friday, Sept. 25, 9:30 a.m., 
at Rein’s Deli in Vernon. Participants pay for 
their own meal. Registration required; call the 
center. For transportation, call 860-498-2326.

Trip to the Hebron Harvest Fair: Friday, 
Sept. 11, noon. Admission is free for seniors.

Trip to the Yale Peabody Museum: Thursday, 
Sept. 24, at 10:30 a.m. Admission is free. Pay for 
your own lunch at Wood-N-Tap in Newington. 
Call the center to register.

Playtime with Munchkins: Tuesday, 9/15, 
10-11 a.m. Bring your littles and connect with 
other young parents in the area. Coffee will be 
provided for parents.

Intro to Tai Chi: Tuesday, Sept. 15, 1:30 p.m. 
Introduction to Tai Chi & Chair Tai Chi. This 
class is designed for all fitness levels. Learn the 
basic principles and flowing movements of Tai 
Chi. Call the center to sign up.

Quilting Workshop: Mondays, Sept. 21 and 
28, 5:30-8:30 p.m. Cost is $10 per class. Learn 
the technique to make a 60-degree triangle table 
runner. Bring your sewing supplies. Call the 
center for fabric requirements and to sign up.

Kids’ Art Class with Kim: Wednesdays, 9/23 
and 9/30, 3 p.m. Theme: Jelly Fish. This class is 
geared toward kids grade 4-8 and is for all skill 
levels. Supplies provided. Discount for siblings. 
To register, call the center at 860-742-7305 ext. 
4510.

Paint Night with Kim – A Community 
Event: Friday, 9/25, 6-8 p.m. Fee is $20/person. 
Ages 12-16 should be accompanied by an adult. 
Paint a bittersweet wreath. No experience nec-
essary; step by step instruction provided. Call 
the center to register by Monday, Sept. 21. 

America250 Songwriter 
Program at Library

Andover Public Library invites all to celebrate 
both America250 and some of Connecticut’s 
contributions to the American Revolution with 
Connecticut songwriter and performer, Kent 
Besocke. 

This rescheduled program takes place on 
Wednesday, Sept. 16, at 6 p.m. The evening fea-
tures an hour’s worth of music and stories, re-
vealing Connecticut’s hidden history, folklore, 
and legendary figures.

RSVP is not required but is requested, by call-
ing 860-742-7428.

Cookbook Club
All are invited to join the Andover Public Li-

brary Cookbook Club. The club’s next session 
will be Tuesday, Sept. 22, at 5:30 p.m., and focus 
on dishes found in cookbooks written by San-
dra Lee (Semi-Homemade). 

The library has a small supply of cookbooks 
by this author that you can borrow.  Make one of 
the dishes you find and bring it to the library on 
Sept. 22, to share in a “themed potluck.” 

If planning to attend, or for more informa-
tion, call the library at 860-742-7428.

Paint Night with Kim
The Andover Community & Senior Center 

will hold Paint Night with Kim, a community 
event for ages 12 and up, on Friday, Sept. 25, 
from 6-8 p.m. Ages 12-16 should be accompa-
nied by an adult.

You will paint a bittersweet wreath, to wel-
come the colors of fall. No experience os neces-
sary, and step by step instruction will be pro-
vided. 

Cost is $20/person. Register by Monday, Sept. 
21, by calling the center at 860-742-7305 ext. 
4510.

Craft Supply Tag Sale
Andover Congregational Church, 359 Route 6, 

will hold a Craft Supply Tag Sale Saturday, Sept. 
26, from 9 a.m.-3 p.m., on Saturday, Sept. 26. 

If you are a crafter and have craft supplies you 
no longer need or want, or if you are in search 
of new supplies, this may be the event for you. 
Vendor tables are available for $20. Leave a mes-
sage at the church, at 860-742-7696, for an ap-
plication or more information. 

Donations will also be accepted.

Annual Steak Dinner
The Andover Volunteer Fire Department’s 

annual steak dinner will be Saturday, Sept. 26, 
from 5-7 p.m., at the firehouse on School Road. 

This meal includes all you can eat sirloin 
steak, served with a baked potato, salad, fresh 
baked bread, beverages and ice cream. Eat in or 
take out.

Tickets are $20 for adults, $15 for seniors (age 
62+) and $10 for children ages 6-12.

Tickets can be purchased from any fire de-
partment member, on Wednesday evenings at 
the firehouse, or by calling Mindy at 860-706-
3074, Karen at 860-377-1599, or Chief Ron 
Mike at 860-335-0264. A limited number of 
tickets will be available at the door.

Barbecue and Car Show
Andover Congregational Church, 359 Route 

6, will hold a Barbecue and Car Show on Friday, 
Sept. 11, from 4 p.m. until 8 p.m. 

The Cheap Brew Band will perform from 6-8 
p.m.

All are welcome to show their car – it doesn’t 
matter if it’s a show queen or a daily driver. 

There is no entry fee to show your car. Ad-
mission is $15 and includes hamburgers and hot 
dogs with all the fixin’s. 

Bingo & Basket Raffle
Andover Congregational Church, located at 

359 Route 6, will hold a Bingo & Basket Raffle 
Night on Friday, Sept. 18, starting with dinner at 
5:30 p.m. The game starts at 6:30 p.m. 

Admission is $15 and includes dinner, drink, 
dessert and bingo.  No reservations required.

Leave a message at the church at 860-742-
7696 for more information.

Congregational Church News
Andover Congregational Church, UCC, lo-

cated at 359 Route 6, invites all to worship, held 
Sundays at 10 a.m. All are welcome. The service 
also streams live on the church’s Facebook page 
(First Congregational Church, Andover, CT). 
For more information, call the church office at 
860-742-7696, email andoverctchurch@gmail.
com or visit www.andoverctchurch.org.

Children’s Church: Is provided. Choir: At 9 

a.m. Sundays in the sanctuary.
Food Pantry: Mondays from 5-7 p.m. Bring 

your own bags. The Foodshare Van comes 
to the church every other Wednesday from 
8:30-10 a.m.; Senior Pantry is on the opposite 
Wednesdays.

AA Meetings: Saturdays and Mondays, 7 
p.m.

Sonshine Stampers: Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m.

Jason Boice, REALTOR®

Local real estate professional serving
Hebron, Andover, Marlborough,
Colchester, East Hampton & Portland
860-452-3153  JasonBoice.com

Selling a home after the death of a family member can feel overwhelming because 
several things may be happening at once: probate, legal paperwork, belongings to 
sort through, decisions about repairs, and ultimately the sale itself.
The best place to start isn’t necessarily cleaning out the house or calling contrac-
tors. It’s determining who owns the property and whether probate is required.
Depending on how the home was owned and the estate was structured, the estate 
may need to go through Connecticut Probate Court. An executor or administrator 
may need to be formally authorized before the property can be sold.
That doesn’t necessarily mean you have to wait until the entire estate is settled 
before preparing or selling the home. But it’s important to understand where the 
estate is in the probate process, who has authority to sign, and what approvals may 
be required.
Next, determine what the property is worth in its current condition.
Families often assume they should renovate before selling. Sometimes that makes 
sense; other times, cleaning out the property and selling as-is produces a better 
financial outcome. Before spending money, compare the likely return against the 
cost, time, and effort involved.
There may also be mortgages, liens, taxes, and estate expenses to consider, so 
involving the appropriate attorney and tax professional early is important.
My biggest advice is to develop a plan before doing the work. Understand the 
probate situation, establish the home’s value, and then decide what preparation 
actually makes sense.

Market Snapshot – Past Week
Hebron, Andover, Marlborough, Colchester, East Hampton & Portland

The “East of the River” Real Estate Report
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Selling an Estate or Inherited Property

Single-Family Homes
• 6 homes sold

• Average sale price: $523,167 
• Average sale-to-list ratio: 104% 

• Average days on market: 18 days 
• Median days on market: 15 days

Results vary by price point, condition, and 
pricing strategy.

Condos
• 0 sold
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address all letters & news articles to: Rivereast News Bulletin, P.O. Box 373, 
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Rivereast Hours of Operation
The offices of the Rivereast News Bulletin and Glastonbury Citizen,         
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email at bulletin@glcitizen.com.
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From the Editor’s Desk
Observations & Ruminations

By Mike Thompson

Editor’s Desk continued on page 5

Bulletin Board
“It was a dark and stormy night,” I wrote.
“What are you doing?” asked my wife, rambling in from somewhere.
“Writing the great American novel,” I said.
“I thought you were going to cut the grass.”
“This is important,” I said. “I need to record my profound thoughts as they occur to me.”
“In that case, you should have plenty of time to cut the grass,” she observed.
“Did Faulkner have to cut the grass?” I retorted. “Did Salinger? Or James Joyce? How about 

the guy who wrote Jonathan Livingston Seagull?”
“Jonathan Livingston Seagull?”
“Yeah. I forget his name.”
“One of the greats. Whoever he was.”
“Indeed.”
“So, read me what you’ve got so far.”
“It was a dark and stormy night,” I recited.
She waited expectantly.
“What do you think?” I said.
“That’s it?”
“So far.”
“What’s the plotline going to be?”
“It hasn’t come to me yet.”
“Characters?”
“Nope.”
“No characters?”
“I’m thinking maybe a zombie. He could be a symbol of our decrepit American society as he 

staggers around biting people. Maybe I’ll give him a dog as a loyal companion.”
“Ah. The great American novel. With zombies and a pet dog. Cunning.”
“You sound skeptical.”
“How about a woman? I think the great American novel needs to acknowledge women for a 

change.”
“Yeah, I’ll probably want to have a couple of hot sex scenes to boost sales, so I’ll need a 

woman character. Maybe a couple of them.”
“I was thinking of a strong, assertive woman with a mind of her own. Someone with great 

inner power and fortitude.”
“Ah. Like Xena, Warrior Princess. I like it.”
“Right,” she sighed. “Like her.”
“I’m joking,” I assured her. “There’s no room for lighthearted misogyny in the great Ameri-

can novel. It has to be deep, dark and obscure with unintelligible symbolism and lots of multi-
syllable words that readers will be forced to look up. It must stand as a lasting monument to 
the author’s genius.”

“Meaning you.”
I blushed.
“See Dick run. Run, Dick, run.  Run, run, run. See Sally run. Run, Sally run. See Jane-” 
“Very amusing.”
“I’m referring to the intellectual depth of your newspaper columns,” she said. “Particularly 

those that reference me.”
“Oh,” I said. 
“Richard Bach,” she said, looking at her phone.
“What?”
“Richard Bach. He wrote Jonathan Livingston Seagull.  Says here he was married four times 

and sold 44 million copies of the book.”
“Forty-four million?!”
“That’s what it says.”
“That’s a lot of books.”
“Sure is. Probably made him a very rich man.”
“Hmmm.”
“What are you doing now?” she said as I tore the page out of my notebook. 
“Change of plans,” I replied. “Say hello to Bertram Livingston Beaver.”  
“Oh, great,” she muttered. “A zombie beaver with a pet dog. I can hardly wait.”

 Jim Hallas

Where were you when the world stopped 
turning

On that September Day?
As hard as it is to imagine, it’s now been 

25 years since the horrific terrorist attacks of 
Sept. 11, 2001. If you’re above a certain age 
– I’m guessing 35 or so? – you know exactly 
where you were, and what you were doing, 
when you learned the World Trade Center 
was struck. I for sure know where I was. And 
while it’s a story I’ve told before, it feels worth 
sharing again, as we mark a quarter century 
since, really, everything changed.

I was one week into my first reporting job, 
at the Journal Inquirer in Manchester, busily 
putting together a story recapping the previ-
ous weekend’s Hebron Harvest Fair. I was 
very much focused on writing the story – so 
focused, in fact, I didn’t notice that, gradually, 
the desks around me were emptying. Finally, I 
heard Don, one of the more veteran reporters 
at the paper, announce as he walked back to 
his desk behind mine, “A plane just crashed 
into the World Trade Center.”

That was enough to break me out of the 
little Hebron zone I was in that morning. 
I did a slight double take – “What??” – and 
looked up to see that, indeed, the corner of 
the office I and several other reporters sat in 
was fairly deserted. I looked down the hall-
way and saw the vast majority of people were 
gathered around the one TV in the office, in-

tently staring at what was on the screen. Like 
I said, I was very new on the job, and I knew 
I had a deadline I had to make with this story, 
so I didn’t have time to waste. But I also very 
much wanted to know what it was that had 
drawn people’s eyes to that TV screen. Had I 
heard Don correctly?

I got up out of my chair and quickly walked 
down the hallway to sneak a peek. What I saw 
of course was an image that would soon be 
seared into an entire nation’s memory banks: 
an aerial image of the Twin Towers, with 
smoke billowing out. I don’t recall for sure if 
the second plane had hit yet at that point, or if 
it was still that brief period after the first one 
where everybody thought that, hopefully, this 
was just a terrible accident. As bizarre as it 
sounds now, there were a few moments when 
people actually thought that. Like I said, there 
was still a certain innocence at that point in 
time.

What I do recall is thinking that I needed to 
get back to my desk and hurry up and finish 
that story. Again, I was very new on the job, 
and wanted to make a good impression. So I 
hustled back to put the finishing touches on 
my fair recap.

The story about the Hebron fair didn’t run 
that day. Still trying to work my way around 
the computer system, I had misfiled the story 
and (mistakenly) thought I had destroyed it. I 

Remembering 9/11… Colchester resident Robert Carley has spent more than 
two decades traveling the country and taking pictures of various paintings and 
other works of art commemorating the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. One of 
the pictures he snapped is this one of the side of a Bridgeport pizza parlor. He 
had taken the photo in 2003.

Votes with Integrity!
To the Editor:

Steve Weir votes with integrity! When pre-
sented with the budget document, hundreds of 
pages long, after midnight, for a vote the next 
day, he found that special interest bills were 
added into the document. Many of these bills 
were completely unrelated to budget issues (the 
legislation at hand), hadn’t had proper discus-
sion, and were things that should have been 
heard on the house floor. Because there was not 
proper time to look at the impacts of all of the 
bills that were added into the budget legislation, 
and these additions didn’t go through proper 
democratic routes, he voted ‘no.’ 

It was not that he voted against our towns get-
ting the money that was included in the budget, 
he was in favor of that. It was that there were too 
many special interests and unknowns, many of 
which might not have been in the best interest 
of his constituents, that legislators were just try-
ing to push through without due diligence. (The 
system and process are broken!) 

Steve’s personal experiences, being a former 
police officer, building his own small business 
from scratch, and family experiences as public 
school teachers, give him a very well-rounded 
perspective. Before you make your decision on 
how to vote in the next election, please look at 
where Steve stands on issues, and if you don’t 
agree with a vote, don’t jump to conclusions; 
take a few minutes to reach out to him and ask 
him about it.

Cheryl Lage – Amston

Weir’s the Way
To the Editor:

 We need to return Steve Weir to Hartford 
as our state representative for the 55th District. 
Steve has proven himself to be a tireless advo-
cate for the towns of Marlborough, Andover, 
Hebron and parts of Bolton and Glastonbury. 
Our small towns need a strong voice speaking 
out for our interests. Steve is that person.

 Steve Weir is a former police officer and is 
currently a small business owner. Steve knows 
how critical it is to create an environment that 
promotes a Connecticut where people can 
thrive and feel safe. In times when so many 
young people and retirees are leaving Connecti-
cut, we need to address the issues that will en-
courage people to stay here rather than fleeing 
to other states with lower taxes and a lower cost 
of living.

 Steve has the energy and dedication needed 
to take our message to the State House and is 
committed to fighting for us. But first, Steve 
needs us to fight for him. Steve needs your vote 
in November to reelect him as our state repre-
sentative for the 55th House District. I will be 
supporting Steve. I am asking you to do the 
same.

 PS: If you see a really tall guy going door to 
door while riding a scooter, say hello. You’ll be 
glad you took the time to chat with him.

Ken Hjulstrom – Marlborough
Note: Hjulstrom is a member of the Marlbor-

ough Board of Finance, but said he is speaking as 
an individual.
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See Letters, page 6

Editor’s Desk continued from page 4
went into a bit of a panic. This is supposed to 
be in today’s paper, I thought. They’re counting 
on it being in.

At that point, I hadn’t read any of the wire 
stories, still hadn’t truly understood the grav-
ity of what had happened down in New York. 
My editor, however, had – so when I told her 
what happened with the filing, she didn’t react 
quite the way I thought she would. She cut me 
off after a few seconds of sheepish explana-
tion on my part, and just to do the story for 
tomorrow. 

I walked back to my desk, somewhat 
amazed she hadn’t been angrier about it, and 

then I sat down and, with the deadline pres-
sure behind me, began reading the wire copy 
– and it was then and only then that I truly re-
alized the gravity of the situation. It was there 
that I read that both towers had collapsed. I’d 
been in New York City so much over the years 
– I loved it down there – and the whole thing 
just felt so, so surreal.

My story likely would’ve been bumped 
from that afternoon’s paper anyway. Good-
ness knows a lot of others were. The horror of 
the acts of that day would fill the newspaper 
for days, weeks, months to come.

Supports Weir
To the Editor:

I am writing to express my support for Steve 
Weir in his reelection bid for state representa-
tive.

My first contact with Steve came when I 
reached out to him about an issue affecting the 
customers of a nonprofit organization that I 
run. Since then, I have had the opportunity to 
see firsthand his willingness to listen to every-
one he meets and his genuine interest in under-
standing people’s concerns.

Steve has always been open about his voting 
record and willing to explain the reasons behind 
his votes. I appreciate that transparency and his 
willingness to engage in thoughtful conversa-
tion, even on issues where people may have dif-
ferent perspectives.

I also see how hard Steve works on behalf of 
the people he represents, and I am impressed by 
his dedication and commitment to serving his 
community.

For these reasons, I am pleased to offer my 
support for Steve Weir in his reelection bid.

Don Hoerman – Amston 

The Leader We Need
To the Editor:

I am voting for Melissa Ziobron to be our rep-
resentative in Hartford.

Melissa previously stood for our community 
as our state representative and did an excellent 
job of making our concerns known in Hartford. 
She is the leader that we need – someone who 
understands our town and the issues facing all 
of us:

High State Taxes; Unfunded Mandates; Ex-
cessive Electricity Costs; Outrageous Public 
Service Charge.

I encourage others to vote for Melissa who 
will be our voice in Hartford and do not forget 
to take advantage of early voting.

Bridget McLennan – East Hampton

Thank You, Ann
To the Editor:

I am writing to express my heartfelt gratitude 
and admiration for Ann McLaughlin and our 
local VFW for creating an extraordinary tribute 
in our community in honor of our 9/11 first re-
sponders.

From my home across the street, I had the 
privilege of watching Ann and the VFW mem-
bers carefully place each American flag into the 
lawn. Seeing the dedication, respect, and quiet 
reverence they brought to setting up the display 
was a deeply moving experience in itself.

Now, looking out my window at that sea of 
red, white, and blue, I am filled with overwhelm-
ing pride and appreciation. It is a breathtakingly 
beautiful tribute; a powerful, visible reminder 
of the heroic firefighters, police officers, EMTs, 
and service members who risked everything for 
others, and a solemn homage to those we lost.

Ann McLaughlin and the dedicated members 
of the VFW have given East Hampton a pro-
found gift of remembrance. Thank you for your 
tireless service to our community, your patrio-
tism, and for reminding us all of the strength 
and gratitude that bind us together.

Sincerely,
Meghan Rosenfeld – East Hampton
Candidate for State Representative

Rosenfeld for State Rep
To the Editor:

Meghan Rosenfeld is a mom of six, an edu-
cational leader and a lifelong advocate for fami-
lies, students and neighbors who often get left 
behind. She truly understands how decisions 
made in Hartford affect real life for working 
families, students and seniors.

Meghan has been an active member of the 
East Hampton community. She presently serves 
on the East Hampton Commission on Aging 
as well other local nonprofit boards. Meghan 
is running to be a solution-based voice for East 
Hampton, East Haddam and Salem.

Meghan is running on a platform to defend 
democracy and civil rights, fix school funding to 
strengthen whole communities and build towns 
where people can stay and thrive. Meghan will 
be a strong advocate for education, seniors and 
taxpayers. I encourage you to support Meghan 
on Tuesday, Nov. 3rd.

Kevin M. Reich, Chair
East Hampton Democratic Town Committee 

Voting for Rosenfeld
To the Editor:

As Labor Day has just passed, I’m remind-
ed that unions built the middle class. Meghan 
Rosenfeld has been endorsed by the Connecti-
cut State Building Trades, and as a member 
of UA Local 777, a Building Trade union, I’m 
proud to support Meghan for the Connecticut 
state assembly! I know she’ll stand for the work-
ing class in this state, for blue collar jobs and fair 
wages for all workers. 

Join me in voting for Meghan Rosenfeld for 
the 34th District!

Paul Wisniewski – East Hampton

Open Future in Hebron
To the Editor:

Thank you to Jim Cordier for your letter to 
the editor last week and the clear explanation of 
the role of open space in Hebron. Land preser-
vation is not a barrier to commercial develop-
ment; it is the engine that powers free market 
private sector investment. As Mr. Cordier con-
firmed, all the properties acquired by the town 
have specific valuable characteristics, like im-
portant natural resources, including, wetlands, 
forests, active farmland, recreational greenways 
and historic features. The protection of these 
significant places is what makes Hebron special 
and maintains our unique identity. This is what 
attracts businesses and residents to Hebron and 
supports our local economy.

Appropriately, Mr. Cordier points to Hebron’s 
Plan of Conservation and Development as the 
guiding force. As the names suggests, this is a 
robust plan that address both conservation and 
development in a balance. The POCD is up-
dated every 10 years and Hebron’s POCD was 
updated in 2024. It is a living document that, as 
stated on Page 1, “is designed to be a working 
tool for those who will use it – the town boards 
and commissions that establish town goals, 
policies and action items. Our purpose is to 
provide both a vision and a pragmatic road map 
that will be used on an ongoing basis to guide 
the future of our town.” In addition to the mem-
bers of the boards and commissions, I would 
encourage all residents to be familiar with the 
POCD. Hebron is perfectly placed to embrace 
an exciting and sustainable vision supported by 
this exemplary road map.

On Page 3 of the POCD is a quote from 
President John F. Kennedy, “I look forward to 
an America which will not be afraid of grace 

I’m Supporting Weir
To the Editor:

I have known Steve Weir for more than 25 
years. We have been neighbors and family 
friends since Steve and his family moved to He-
bron in 2000, and over those years I have gotten 
to know Steve not just as our state representa-
tive, but as a neighbor, friend and someone I 
know I can count on.

I have operated a dairy farm for almost my 
entire life, and farming comes with its share of 
challenges. Steve understands many of the is-
sues farmers face, from the cost of doing busi-
ness and finding reliable labor to protecting 
farmland and keeping farms viable for the next 
generation. He has helped me personally on the 
farm (once or twice rather memorably when he 
helped me corral some cows that escaped to the 
road), and I know he has been a strong advocate 
in Hartford for farmers, agriculture and farm-
land preservation.

More importantly, Steve is accessible. When 
I have a question or problem, I can call, text or 
email him and know he will respond. Recently, 
I had concerns about an invasive weed affecting 
my crops. Steve got involved and worked with 
both the Department of Agriculture and DEEP 
to help me get answers. That’s the kind of repre-
sentation I appreciate.

Our relationship goes well beyond politics. 
Steve and I have attended the same church and 
served together on the Board of Trustees and 
Building Committee. I’ve seen firsthand his 
willingness to volunteer, help others and follow 
through on his commitments. 

After more than 25 years as his neighbor and 
friend, I know Steve to be reliable, hardworking, 
accessible and trustworthy. He has always been 
there when I needed a hand, and I am proud to 
support Steve Weir for another term as our state 
representative.

Ned Ellis – Hebron

What a Day On the Course!
To the Editor:

A huge ‘thank you’ to everyone who helped 
make our golf tournament such a wonderful 
success! We are incredibly grateful to our gener-
ous sponsors for supporting our event and our 
community. Your contributions make it all pos-
sible!

Tile Sponsor: Executive Auto Group
Gold Sponsor: Lakeside Bar & Grill and Bar-

ton & Loguidice
Contest Sponsors: Ace Hardware, Lakeside 

Bar & Grill, Two Brothers Cafe, Sweet Jeans, 
Stop & Shop, Da Vinci Pizzeria, Paul’s and San-
dy’s Too, Center Package Store, George Manti-
kas, D.M.D., Carl Guild & Associates and CMK 
Sports.

And thank you to our golfers! Thank you for 
coming out, bringing your A-game, enjoying 
some friendly competition and making the day 
so much fun! We hope you had as much fun as 
we did!

And to everyone who purchased raffle tickets, 
helped behind the scenes, or simply cheered us 
on – thank you! 

It truly takes a village to make an event like 
this happen, and we are so lucky to have such an 
amazing community behind us.

Until next year....may your drives be long, 
your putts be straight, and your scorecards kind!

East Hampton Recreation

and beauty... which will preserve the great old 
American houses and squares and parks of our 
national past, and which will build handsome 
and balanced cities for our future.” It is up to 
us today to embrace our distinctive local past 
and our balanced future. The history found at 
17 Kinney Rd. covers over 250 million years, 
including ancient geology, extraordinary In-
digenous history, our first colonial settlers, the 
enslaved and free Black communities, 20th cen-
tury agriculture and the modern era. The natu-
ral beauty and vibrant wetlands found there are 
a vital part of the Raymond Brook Watershed, 
which feeds our primary source of future drink-
ing water. Please visit Save Hebron Center on 
Facebook for more information and #Save17.

Sincerely,
Kevin J. Tulimieri – Amston

Steve Shows Up
To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing this letter to recognize Steve Weir 
and the impact he has had on my life. Through-
out my time in the Army, Steve has been some-
one I have been able to look up to, learn from, 
and rely on for guidance. He has helped me be-
come a better soldier, but more importantly, he 
has helped me become a better man.

Steve has been there for me during some of 
the hardest moments of my life. After losing 
my father, I was going through a difficult time 
and needed someone to help guide me. Steve 
stepped in when he didn’t have to. He had no 
obligation to be there for me, but he chose to 
be. He gave me advice, support, and guidance 
when I needed it most. He became someone I 
could turn to for direction and someone who 
genuinely cared about how I was doing.

Steve has also given me opportunities to see 
what true public service looks like. He invited 
me to the Connecticut State Capitol, where 

2nd
annual

THE HAYRIDE IS BACK… IF YOU DARE!

DON’T MISS THE RIDE… 
IT’S DYING TO SEE YOU! 

OCTOBER 3RD

4 - 7 PM
FAMILY-FRIENDLY RIDES

7 - 10 PM
THE SCARES BEGIN!

SCHUSTER PARK
COLCHESTER

Bring the little ones for 
Halloween fun before 

darkness falls!

Haunted thrills, unexpected 
scares & things that go 

bump in the night!

4:00-10:00 PM

GET YOUR ADVANCE 
TIMED TICKETS NOW!

ColchesterCBA.com
→ Events → Haunted Hayride

CBA

HAUNTED
HAYRIDE

TICKETS ON SALE NOW
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Adriatic 
Restaurant

Featuring Italian & Balkan/Mediterranean Cuisine

Our Dining Room is Open 
Wednesday through Monday 

11am to 9pm

Adriatic Restaurant | 577 Franklin Ave., Hartford | 860-726-4155

09
05

24

Weekly Specials* 
For Dine-In Only

Military Mondays
15% Off Food.  Active & Veteran.

Well-Done Wednesdays
Free side of mashed potatoes & Caesar Salad with 

your choice of Steak

Thank You Thursdays
15% Off Food.  Police, Fire, Medical & Teachers

Must provide work ID
*Ask server for more info if needed

Brought to you by the owners of 
Portofino’s in BerlinYou Deserve a Great Meal!

We specialize in Southern and Northern Italian cuisine. 
Everything at Portofinos is prepared using only the freshest 
ingredients and made from original recipes. Our menu 
includes many traditional as well as a variety of unique 
dishes. We also offer daily specials for lunch and dinner.

Shrimp & Pasta

Salad

Filet Mignon

246 New Britain Rd, Kensington, • 860-826-6374

We are following strict COVID-19 safety guidelines to ensure your safety.

Hours: Mon. 11am-8:30pm,  
Tue. Closed, Wed. & Thur. 11am-9pm,  
Fri. & Sat. 11am-9:30pm,  
Sun. 11am-8pm

Lunch & Dinner menu 
www.portofinosrestaurantct.com

• Dine In
• Outside  
   Patio Open
• Take Out

Order: 860-826-6374
(No Minimum)

Pizza

Rosenfeld – A True Leader
To the Editor:

In last week’s letters to the editor, Melissa Zio-
bron certainly made an argument for what kind 
of leader she is not. She is not a leader who looks 
to the future, but instead relies on the past. She 
is not a leader who respects all of the constitu-
ents within the 34th District. She is not a leader 
who can promote her self without demoting and 
belittling others. She is not a leader who can 
pull herself up by the boot straps, walk-through 
mud, and be prosperous. 

By implying that Meghan Rosenfeld is not 
qualified because she simply was not born and 
raised here is simply belligerent arrogance. The 
fact that Meghan explored numerous places to 
set roots and chose East Hampton proves that 
she has more love for our area than simply 
somebody who is here by chance, Meghan is 
here by choice. I reject the idea that one can-
not understand a place if they were not born 

Seniors, Be Aware! 
To the Editor:

I have been living in Marlborough for more 
than 50 years. Being a retiree on a fixed income, 
I worry about the future as our taxes continue 
to rise significantly every year. In reviewing the 
outcomes from the most recent government 
sessions I was alarmed to see that our state rep-
resentative from the 55th district, Steve Weir, 
voted to reject $630,000 in state aid to our dis-
trict. I do not understand why Steve would have 
rejected any funds which would help our town. 
He may not be concerned about cost but most 
seniors are. Thankfully, he failed to prevent this 
economic aid from returning to the taxpayers of 
our towns but I am concerned that we will not 
be so fortunate in the future,

As we continue to watch difficult munici-
pal budgets force small towns, in particular, to 
struggle with rising property taxes and an in-
creasing population of retired seniors, we need 

Ziobron a Proven Leader
To the Editor:

 It is critically important that we inject real 
common sense and courage into our state gov-
ernment. Melissa Ziobron is a proven leader 
who will work for us and our state to bring 
transparency to the legislature and put an end 
to back room deals that do not truly represent 
we the people. Connecticut is a beautiful state 
with a heritage to be proud of, and we must 
fight for the integrity of our home state. She will 
work to ensure that our hard-earned dollars are 
spent judiciously, and our government operates 
within its means. 

Melissa Ziobron represents the small-town 
values which have built our state, and she will 
work to protect that heritage. She cares deeply 
about the environment and preserving the sce-
nic places we enjoy and the need for quality lo-
cal education. 

I hope you will join me in voting to return 
Melissa Ziobron to the Connecticut state legis-
latiure so we can keep Connecticut great!

Cathy Ann Clark
Middle Haddam Historic District

East Hampton

Look In the Mirror
To the Editor:

Mr. Engelhardt of the East Hampton BOE/
DTC wrote in the Rivereast about the “ugly” 
recent referendum season. Sir, I strongly sug-
gest you and the BOE look in the mirror for 
the root causes. Once again, blame is appar-
ently placed on the voters for standing up to the 
yearly money grab by the BOE. Many people 
were/are angry because the BOE steadfastly re-
fuses to reduce spending. True, they “reduced” 
their budget demands by $600,000 as part of the 
$39,500,000 budget (that’s .015%) to achieve a 
2.3% increase, while the town operating budget 
has a paltry $19,000,000 that is a 2.0% decrease. 
Be sure the BOE will be demanding a much 
larger increase next year.

 Mr. Engelhardt talks about not letting “his-
tory repeat itself.” Is that “history” he refers to 
the history of BOE demanding a 5%+ budget 

I was able to see firsthand the work that goes 
into serving the people of the state. Being able 
to experience that with him gave me a different 
perspective on leadership and public service.

From serving as a police officer to serving 
as a state representative, Steve has consistently 
dedicated himself to helping others. He leads by 
example and has taught me the importance of 
integrity, hard work, responsibility, and doing 
the right thing even when nobody is watching.

My Army career has come with challenges, 
but Steve has always encouraged me to keep 
pushing forward and hold myself to a higher 
standard. The lessons he has taught me are 
things I will carry with me throughout my mili-
tary career and the rest of my life.

I am extremely grateful for everything Steve 
has done for me. He stepped up during a time 
when I needed someone, and I will never forget 
that. His guidance, support, and example have 
helped shape the person I am today. I truly be-
lieve I am a better man because of him.

Respectfully,
Kyle Crosskey

U.S. Army Recon, Hebron

Extraordinary Benefits:
	 •	You’ll	feel	really,	really	good!
	 •	You’ll	meet	delightful	dogs,	fabulous
	 	 felines,	and	some	pretty	special
	 	 humans	too!

Volunteer Positions Available 
Day & Evening Hours:
	 •	East Hampton & Wethersfield 
  facilities	–	Dogs:	walking;
	 	 clean	&	feed;	socialization

Volunteer.	
The	Benefits	Are
Extraordinary!

Please	call 860-569-0722 
or	visit www.poainc.org

	 •	East Hartford facility	–	Cats:	clean	&	feed;
	 	 socialization;	medical	&	placement	teams

TOWN OF COLCHESTER 
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 

LEGAL NOTICE OF DECISION
At its Regular Meeting of September 2, 2026, the Colchester 
Planning & Zoning Commission made the following decision 
(s): 
PZC2026-015 John Tomczak (Applicant/Owner) Site Plan Ap-
plication to construct a 48’ x42’ (2,016 SF) accessory building 
at 22 Davidson Road (MBL 4W-07/005-002) that exceeds the 
size permittable by the Zoning Enforcement Officer pursuant 
to Section 15.4 of the Town of Colchester Land Develop-
ment (Zoning) Regulations. Zoning District: Rural Use (RU). 
Approved. 
Planning & Zoning Commission 
Joseph Mathieu, Chair 1TB  9/11

and raised there. By implying that, Melissa sug-
gests that anybody who is not born and raised 
in the community cannot have the knowledge 
or ability to serve the community; how incred-
ibly myopic.

I would say that Meghan‘s experiences 
throughout the United States while she pursued 
her higher education and advancing her profes-
sional career has given her a better understand-
ing of how she can help our community. Chal-
lenging herself to better herself by taking on 
ever increasingly demanding careers and having 
the courage to move to unfamiliar places and 
become a standout citizen. Meghan is a member 
of the Commission on Aging in East Hampton, 
an advocate for the senior center and the senior 
citizens of all of our communities. Meghan is a 
lover of the arts, a staunch supporter of many 
community theatre programs. 

We do not need somebody in this community 
who will fight against us. We need a leader who 
will fight for us! That leader is Meghan Rosen-
feld! Join me in supporting Meghan for state 
representative of the 34th District of Connecti-
cut; vote Row A Nov. 3rd. 

Rick Wanat – East Hampton 

to ensure that our representatives in Hartford 
are fighting to bring tax dollars back to our dis-
trict. Seniors, in particular, should insist that 
our interests are being represented as taxes rise 
and towns are forced to bear the burden. 

For this reason I am asking that people vote 
for Ellen Paul! We need a change and we need 
it now! Ellen Paul is young, enthusiastic and she 
has the energy and commitment to make sure 
that the needs of retired people are not forgot-
ten. She is new to public service and is willing 
to run because she knows we need a change and 
she knows we need it now! In her platform, she 
states, “Elected office should be public service, 
not a lifetime job or an opportunity for personal 
profit. I support reasonable term limits, ban-
ning elected officials from trading individual 
stocks while in office, and requiring legislators 
to hold regular public town halls in the com-
munities they represent.” 

I don’t know how anyone could not agree 
with Ellen’s position! We seniors have more 
than paid our share in taxes over our lifetimes 
and now is not the time to bypass any monies 
which will help to reduce our taxes. Please sup-
port seniors by voting for Ellen Paul.

George O’Brien – Marlborough

increase, followed by emotional extortion with 
threats of cutting teachers or programs? Does 
that history include the strategy, making dire 
threats of educational weaknesses, provide 
meaningless platitudes, shifting school related 
funds over to the town operating budget, and 
take no substantive action? Mr. Engelhardt 
calls for “collaboration,” but based on history, 
the BOE meaning is “give us lots of money and 
don’t challenge us.” The next budget season can 
go smoothly, if the BOE will step up to take real 
fiscal responsibility and cut spending. History 
shows the BOE continues to put the burden of 
increasing taxes on the majority of taxpayers 
who do not have children in the school system. 
So, yes, let’s not let “history repeat itself ”

 Mr. Engelhardt refers to “insults” in his let-
ter, How about town officials who called the ‘no’ 
voters “anti-education” and “Republicans.” One 
BOF member blamed the voters for not passing 
the budget on the first referendum. The chair-
man of the TC apparently believed that because 
the voters said ‘no,’ “people didn’t understand.” 
Real leaders listen when voters speak, not make 
excuses, point fingers, call people names, and 
offer weak solutions.

 Mr. Engelhardt correctly talks about explor-
ing options concerning spending reduction. 
Readers will note numerous suggestions for 
cost reduction continue to be dismissed, if not 
outright ignored. These ideas should have been 
part of the current budget season, not food for 
thought. Action can be taken, not just talked 
about, regarding “pay to play,” per student sub-
sidies by the family, fundraising, administrative 
cost reduction, and elimination of small pro-
grams.

 We can still vote ‘no’ until you listen.
Regards,

Bob Yenkner – East Hampton
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Full Menu
Served Daily
11am-10pm

RE9-11-2647 MAIN ST. (RT. 66) HEBRON • 860-228-8148

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Never A Cover 8:30pm-12:30am

Call Ahead 
for

WING
ORDERS

To Go!

Fri., Sept. 11th Open Juke Box / FREE Pool
Fri., Sept. 18th “Blue Mountain Haze”
Fri., Sept. 25th “Dolly Parton Night”

Live Music by “Godiva”

G
R

EENLEAF CAFE

71 Main Street, Rt. 66
Hebron, CT

Closed Mon.; Tues to Thurs 8am to 8pm; Fri 8am to 8:30pm; Sat 8am to 8pm & Sun 8am to 7pm 
860-228-9375

Try one of our other 10 Gourmet Pizzas

Restaurant & Catering Service

Pizzas • Gluten Free Items
Beer/Wine • Catering

Outside Dining
Online Ordering

www.ginamariesct.com

R
E8

-2
8-

26

$200
 OFF Any Large Any Large 

PizzaPizza
Offer good w/ this ad till 9/30/26. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.Offer good w/ this ad till 9/30/26. Pick-Up & Takeout Only.

860.852.5189
662 Portland-Cobalt Rd 

Portland, CT

Hrs: Tues, Wed, Thur, Sun 11am - 8pm
Fri, Sat 11am - 9pm • Mon - Closed
website: lighthouseseafoodandgrill.com

Lighthouse
Seafood & Grill

RE8-14-26

Family owned & operated

Grilled Shrimp
w/house salad & chips

of your choice
$30.95

Call or stop in for a menu today!

END OF SUMMER
SPECIAL!

Who’s Defending 
Weir’s Voting Record?

To the Editor:
Many letters have appeared supporting Steve 

Weir for 55th District Representative. Most of 
these have focused on Weir’s personal qualities 
and his attendance at votes. But none that I can 
recall defend Weir’s voting record. Where is the 
substance on his term in office?

Several letters critical of Weir’s performance 
have specifically detailed his votes that are dif-
ficult to understand. I, and I’m sure many other 
voters, would like to know why he voted against 
money for our towns, voted ‘no’ to banning 
child marriage, and the rationale for other prob-
lematic votes that have been questioned in prior 
letters to the editor. On the troublesome voting 
record that has been raised in these pages, the 
only response we see is that Steve is a hardwork-
ing family man who reads the bills in their en-
tirety and shows up for every vote. But why does 
he vote the way he does?

In his own letter to the editor asking to con-
tinue his tenure in the House, he states that he 
believes that listening to different perspectives 
and finding common ground are important leg-
islative qualities, but then why run out the clock 
on a session to prevent action on a bill? That 
doesn’t sound like common ground.

Some might say that Weir won’t vote for a 
bill that he has thoroughly researched and has 
provisions he can’t support. If that results in no 
vote after no vote and no productive legislation 
to his name, then that’s not how representative 

The Leadership Our
Community Deserves

To the Editor:
A recent letter from an Andover resident 

brought back a vivid memory from when I was 
a single mom raising my son.

My mother and I introduced him to the won-
der of stories almost as soon as he could sit. 
The library became our weekly oasis. We would 
leave with an armful of books – far more than 
the “one or two” books I heard other parents 
allowing their children. We knew we’d be back 
the following week for more. And when we ex-
hausted our local library’s shelves, our library 
card opened the doors to neighboring towns.

That experience taught me something I never 
forgot: libraries are investments in people.

That is why I am so enthusiastic about Ellen 
Paul for state representative in the 55th District.

As executive director of the Connecticut Li-
brary Consortium, Ellen has spent her career 
helping libraries serve their communities bet-
ter – connecting people with information and 
resources, strengthening programs, supporting 
lifelong learning, and responding to the chang-
ing needs of the people they serve.

Those are not just library skills. They are lead-
ership skills.

Ellen knows how to listen, bring people to-
gether, stretch resources, solve problems and 
turn community needs into action. Most im-
portantly, she understands that government 
should work for the people it represents – not 
the other way around.

We need that kind of leadership in Hartford.
I urge voters in Andover, Bolton, Glaston-

bury, Hebron and Marlborough to take a serious 
look at Ellen Paul. Visit ellenforstaterep.com, 
and don’t just take my word for it – email Ellen 
at ellen.a.paul@gmail.com. Ask questions. Hear 
what she believes and what she will fight for.

I believe Ellen Paul has the experience, values 

Weir Is My Choice
To the Editor:

I’ve noticed an interesting pattern in the re-
cent letters to the editor supporting and oppos-
ing candidates for the 55th State House District.

The letters supporting Steve Weir seem to 
come largely from everyday residents – neigh-
bors, community members and voters who 
aren’t typically involved in party politics. Mean-
while, many of the letters attacking him have 
come from people closely involved with one po-
litical party or its local town committees.

That distinction matters.
There’s nothing wrong with being active in a 

political party. But when the political insiders 
are lining up on one side and ordinary residents 
are speaking up on the other, I think it tells us 
something about the choice before us.

Do we want someone who represents a politi-
cal organization, or someone willing to repre-
sent the people who actually live here?

For me, that choice is pretty clear.
If you want an independent voice for our 

communities at the State Capitol, vote for Steve 
Weir.

Bill Hodge – Hebron

Steve Weir for State Rep
To the Editor:

It is my distinct pleasure to endorse Steve 
Weir for another term as our state representa-
tive for the 55th district, which includes An-
dover, Hebron, Marlborough, and portions of 
Glastonbury and Bolton.

I have known Steve since he moved to my 
town of Hebron 26 years ago, coming from ad-
jacent Glastonbury. In those ensuing years, he 
and his family have become embedded in our 
town’s daily lives, embracing the best that our 
community has to offer. He has been involved 
in town government, serving as a member of 
the Zoning Board of Appeals. He also served 
as chairman of Gilead Congregational Church’s 
Board of Trustees.

In the greater picture, he has created several 
businesses, including one, a successful restora-
tion company, that created over 50 jobs for its 
employees when it was sold in 2022. In 2011, he 
was named the Business Person of the Year for 
the Connecticut River Valley Chamber of Com-
merce. Also, he has been a police officer in the 
past, a profession woefully underappreciated.

To those who would criticize Steve’s vote on 
some certain topic, I understand completely, be-
cause I’ve been there. As my town’s first select-
man, I sometimes had to make decisions that 
were necessary, but not universally popular. He 
does his homework in order to cast an informed 
vote. Steve has a remarkable 100% attendance 
rate in Hartford over his four years in office, 
showing his commitment to his constituents.

For years I was the recipient of his daughter 
Meredith’s venture in growing food items; she 
would deliver to my doorstep each week whole-
some fresh vegetables, eggs, and blueberries. 
That’s Steve at his best, rearing his children to be 
productive members of our society, embracing 
the work ethic. He even formalized the arrange-
ment by incorporating it as Gilead Hill Farm, 
LLC to show his daughter the business end.

In January of this year, being a veteran, I at-
tended the Connecticut Veterans Hall of Fame 
induction in Rocky Hill. Each year, only 10 to 
14 veterans are chosen for this honor. To my 
surprise and delight, Steve was there to witness 
the ceremony, important to our state’s veterans.

Steve Weir has shown all of us that he has 
been dedicated to serving our communities 
with diligence, integrity, and thoughtfulness. 
Please vote for him on Nov. 3.

Sincerely,
Robert Norton Warner – Hebron

and leadership our district needs, and I strongly 
urge you to support her for state representative.

Sincerely,
Karen Wilkinson – Marlborough

Note: Wilkinson is a member of the Marlbor-
ough Democratic Town Committee but said she is 
speaking as an individual.

government works. We all must compromise 
and so it is with legislation. If every bill had to 
have unanimous support, with every member 
agreeing with every detail of the legislation, 
nothing would get done and it seems clear that 
Weir hasn’t done much. 

So, in future letters to this paper supporting 
Weir, I’d like to see some specific explanation of 
his voting record and how it supports the com-
munities of the 55th.

Drew Golfin – Marlborough
Note: Golfin is co-vice chair of the Marlbor-

ough Democratic Town Committee and a mem-
ber of the RHAM Board of Education, but is 
writing as an individual.

“PET OF THE WEEK”

A non-profit, all volunteer animal rescue organization, 
rescuing abandoned, abused and impounded cats and dogs.

Protectors of Animals, Inc.
144 Main St., Unit O, E. Hartford, CT 06118

For more info on adopting
CATS or DOGS, call 860-569-0722

VOLUNTEERS & FOSTER HOMES 
NEEDED — CALL: 860-569-0722

WWW.POAINC.ORG
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Smoke is a gorgeous 1-year-old girl who is simply an absolute 
doll! She gets along wonderfully with other cats and dogs, 
making her a great addition to a home with furry friends. 
While being picked up and held isn’t necessarily her favorite 
thing, don’t let that fool you—she absolutely craves attention 
and affection! She loves being petted, spending time with her 
people, and soaking up all the love you’re willing to give her. If 
you’re looking for a beautiful, affectionate young cat who can 
happily share her home with cats and dogs, Smoke may be your 
perfect match! Come meet this special girl and prepare to fall 
completely in love.

Meet Lainey! She is an 18 month old German Shepherd/
Siberian Husky mix that is on the smaller size and 
weighs 30lbs. She is a very sweet girl and loves attention 
and snuggles! She is eager to please and listens to her 
commands. She enjoys her walks and LOVES other dogs 
- she adores couch cuddles with her foster siblings and 
follows their lead. Lainey would love a home where her 
humans are around most of the time and with a friendly, 
playful dog sibling or two. She would also do well in a 
home with children 10 years and older.

112 Halls Hill Road, Colchester, CT
860-531-9160 • www.fornarellis.com

— Walk-ins Welcome, Reservations Appreciated — 

Lunch – happy hour – Dinner SpeciaLS
DownStairS Lounge – Drink SpeciaLS
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26Now Open Monday Nights
With Great Food Specials!
 College Football on Saturdays
 Food And Drink Specials
 Best Jumbo Wings Around

 Play Darts On Our New Dartboard
 Watch For Our Grand Re-Opening

COME WATCH FOOTBALLCOME WATCH FOOTBALL
ON OUR HUGEON OUR HUGE

150” BIG SCREEN TV150” BIG SCREEN TV  

NEWLY RENOVATED DOWNSTAIRS LOUNGENEWLY RENOVATED DOWNSTAIRS LOUNGE
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Celebrate Colchester Returns Sept. 19
Celebrate Colchester, a family-friendly com-

munity festival that brings together residents, 
local businesses, organizations, artisans and 
performers, will return next month. 

The event will be held Saturday, Sept. 19, 
from 1-5 p.m., on the Town Green.

Visitors can enjoy a variety of activities 
throughout the day, including: Local artisan 
and community vendors, Interactive activities 
for children and families, live DJ and concert 
with Sister Funk, food vendors and sweet treats, 
community organization exhibits, games, give-
aways and raffle opportunities, bounce house, 
face-painting and Touch A Truck.

Celebrate Colchester emphasizes community 
involvement by featuring local businesses, non-
profits, schools, clubs, and civic organizations. 
Vendors are encouraged to create engaging, 

family-friendly experiences by offering an ac-
tivity at their booth, helping to make the event 
interactive for attendees of all ages.

Proceeds from vendor raffle basket donations 
benefit the Colchester Parks & Recreation Day 
Camp Scholarship Fund, helping ensure that lo-
cal children have the opportunity to participate 
in summer camp regardless of financial circum-
stances.

Celebrate Colchester is presented by Colches-
ter Parks & Recreation. For current event infor-
mation, visit www.colchesterct.gov/recreation-
department.

Local vendors, businesses and organizations 
are welcome to participate in the event; if inter-
ested, email parksandrec@colchesterct.gov or 
call the office at 860-537-7297.

Land Conservancy Upcoming Events
The Colchester chapter of Avalonia Land 

Conservancy is hosting the following upcoming 
events. All are invited. Visit avalonia.org/events 
for all details on upcoming 2026 events.

Trail Crew Volunteers Needed: On the third 
Sunday of each month from 1-3 p.m. (weather 
permitting), volunteers meet at one of Colches-
ter’s preserved properties to remove invasive 
plants, maintain meadows, and other steward-
ship tasks. Volunteers can help for all or part of 
the events. To sign up, please contact Steward-

ship Chair Kevin Byrne, who can be reached at 
kevbyrnect@gmail.com. Details of each month’s 
plan will be emailed to you.

Colchester Chapter at Farmers Market: The 
Colchester chapter of Avalonia will host a table 
at the Colchester Farmers Market on the Green 
on Sunday, Sept. 27. All are invited to stop by 
to meet your Land Trust volunteers and learn 
about activities and how you can help preserve 
Colchester’s open space.

Library Friends Book Collection Day
The Friends of Portland Library will accept 

donations of gently used, clean and resaleable 
books, CDs, DVDs and puzzles on Saturday, 
Sept. 19, from 10 a.m.-noon, at the library, 20 
Freestone Ave.

Volunteers will be available to assist at the 
side door of the library. Donated materials are 
resold at the ongoing Second-Hand Prose book 
sale and at the Fall Book Sale. Proceeds support 
the adult and children’s library programs; the 
purchase of new materials; and sponsorship of 

museum passes that offer free or reduced ad-
mission to local museums.

All donated items must be in a saleable con-
dition. Items that are dirty, moldy or in poor 
condition cannot be accepted. No textbooks, 
business books, computer books, VHS videos or 
magazines, please. Donations are tax-deductible 
and acknowledgement forms will be available. 

Visit www.friendsofportlandlibraryct.org for 
more information.

Land Trust Merges with Conservancy
After two years of consideration, the Colches-

ter Land Trust has merged with Avalonia Land 
Conservancy, a Ledyard-based nonprofit orga-
nization that conserves more than 8,100 acres 
of land in southeast Connecticut.

Salem Land Trust also merged with Avalonia.
Colchester Land Trust (CLT), a nonprofit or-

ganization, was formed in 2002 by a group of 
concerned citizens determined to preserve land 
from rapid development. In 2004, CLT achieved 
federal nonprofit 501(c)3 status, and received its 
first four-acre donation of land in 2006.  Soon 
after, in 2007, 18 acres known as the “Gateway 
to the Air Line Trail” became available, followed 
by a 62-acre conservation easement.

In 2009, CLT collaborated with the Town of 
Colchester to increase the town-owned Ruby 
Cohen Woodlands, and then received two 
wooded parcels, 25 acres on Usher Swamp Road 
and 15 acres on Bulkeley Hill Road.

 In 2013, CLT became one of just 13 Con-
necticut land trusts and one of 301 in the nation 
to achieve accreditation; it was re-accredited for 

the third time earlier this year. 
In 2015, CLT began work to preserve the 

88-acre Tangletree Farm on Lebanon Road by 
applying for a US Dept. of Agriculture, Natural 
Resource Conservation Service, grant to pur-
chase an agricultural conservation easement.  
In 2016, the 115-acre subdivision adjacent to 
the 15-acre set-aside on Bulkeley Hill presented 
itself.  CLT launched its 200-Acre Farm and For-
est campaign, which successfully repaid loans 
for both properties. 

Tangletree remains a working farm, and 
Bulkeley Hill Preserve is a public venue, with 
parking, signage, blazed trails, and an outdoor 
classroom.  In addition, both properties con-
serve environmentally significant land and wa-
ter resources in Colchester.

Watch for further Colchester chapter of Ava-
lonia events in the Rivereast, in the Colchester 
section under the header “Land Conservancy 
Upcoming Events.”

For more information on the land conservan-
cy, visit avalonia.org.

Colchester Federated Church News
Colchester Federated Church is located at 

60 Main St. The church office is open Monday-
Friday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m., and can be reached at 860-
537-5189 or cfc06415@gmail.com.

Worship: Sundays at 9 a.m. The service is also 
broadcast via Facebook Live. Worship videos 
are at www.colchesterfederatedchurch.org un-
der the Worship tab. Updated information is on 

the church’s Facebook page.
Twelve-Step Meetings: AA meets in the 

church library Monday-Wednesday and Friday 
at noon and Thursday at 10 a.m., and at 7:30 
p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. On Saturdays 
at 9:30 a.m., Al-Anon meets in the Jerusalem 
Room and AA meets in the Stage Room.

The four Colchester Cougars youth football squads – including the seniors, pictured 
here – were in action last weekend.

Youth Football Recap
The four Colchester Cougars youth football 

squads were in action last weekend. Here is how 
they fared:

Seniors: The boys and girls faced challenges 
that were tough to overcome but eventually 
they did in the 3rd and 4th quarter. Garrett 
Berg-Johnsen led the defense, getting a sack in 
the backfield and multiple tackles made by Bo 
Thody, Sam Gorman, and Monty Ramer. Aiden 
Francis stepped in as quarterback in the second 
half and performed well. The Cougars made 
multiple completions to different receivers in 
the second half, though ultimately lost. 

Juniors: Varsity: Lost to Killingly 22-15, in 
the home opener. The Cougars made several 
adjustments offensively and defensively at half-
time to come back out and score 13 points while 
holding Killingly scoreless in the second half. 
Standout players were Christian Nunez Melen-
dez and Xavier Smith.

Juniors: JV: Played an intersquad Blue vs. 

White matchup on Friday night. These games 
are intended to increase game experience and 
further develop the players. Certain players re-
ally stood out, including Greyson Smith and 
Connor Brayman on offense and defense, and 
Cameron Brodeur at running back. Newcomers 
Samuel Frasier and Michael OKane were high 
impact the entire match. 	

Micros: Against a 40-man Killingly squad 
draped in maroon, the 14-player Colchester 
Cougars Micros stepped onto the field know-
ing every one of them would have to play both 
sides of the ball without much rest. As the hits 
mounted and injuries thinned their exhausted 
ranks, the Cougars refused to back down, but 
the score didn’t end in their favor. 

Peewee:  The defense stepped up with several 
stops and a recovered fumble. The offense once 
again improved its play this week. 

This Sunday, the Cougars will take on the 
Tolland Eagles in Tolland.

High Holiday Schedule
All are invited to Congregation Ahavath 

Achim for the 2026 High Holidays. The syna-
gogue is located at 84 Lebanon Ave. The sched-
ule is:

Rosh Hashanah: Erev Rosh Hashanah: Fri-
day, Sept. 11, 7 p.m.; Rosh Hashanah – Day 1: 
Saturday, Sept. 12, 10 a.m.; Rosh Hashanah – 
Day 2: Sunday, Sept. 13, 10 a.m. 

Yom Kippur: Kol Nidre: Sunday, Sept. 20, 

6:45 p.m.; Yom Kippur: Monday, Sept. 21, 10 
a.m.; Ne’ilah: Monday, Sept. 21 • 7:00 PM

Non-members are welcome to attend the ser-
vices. Tickets are $100 per person for the High 
Holiday season.

For more information, visit www.congrega-
tionahavathachim.org, or call the synagogue at 
860-537-2809. 

Pumpkins & Pooches 
to Return

Pumpkins & Pooches, hosted by the Colches-
ter Dog Park, will be held Sunday, Oct. 18, from 
11 a.m.-3 p.m., at Priam Vineyards.

Families, kids and dogs are welcome! There 
will be pet-related vendors, raffles, treat bag 
decorating, and other activities for the kids, 
while supplies last. Dog costume contests will 
take place at 2 p.m.

Dogs must be vaccinated and on leashes. No 
retractable leashes please. 

Organizers are still accepting pet-related ven-
dors. Contact tagnobark@gmail.com for more 
information.

CCO Looking for Members
Colchester Choir and Orchestra (CCO) is 

welcoming new members looking for a social 
orchestra and choir with a passion for music. 
Seats are open in all sections, both choir and 
orchestra.

Many adult members join with their school-
aged children and/or spouses, CCO said, mak-
ing it a true family activity. There are no audi-
tions, but being able to read music is helpful. 

For more information, to register and to see 
videos of past performances, visit www.colches-
terct.gov/colchester-choir-orchestra

Rehearsals are held on Thursdays – choir 

from 6-7:30 p.m. and orchestra from 7:30-9 
p.m. – at the William J. Johnston Middle School 
band room. 

There are two sessions to accommodate your 
schedule. Session 1 started Sept. 10 and runs 
through Dec. 10, with a Holiday Homecom-
ing concert on Saturday, Dec. 5. Session 2 is 
Jan. 7-April 8, 2027, with a concert on Saturday, 
April 10. Cost is $20 per session or $35 for both. 

Register online at colchesterctrec.recdesk.
com/Community/Home or call the Recreation 
Office at 860-537-7297.

Senior Center News & Notes
Colchester Senior Center, 15 Louis Lane, has 

announced the following. Unless noted, reg-
istration is required for all programs. Credit 
cards are currently not accepted. For full de-
scriptions of programs and to register, call 860-
537-3911, email csc@colchesterct.gov, or for a 
full list of activities, visit www.colchesterct.gov/
colchester-senior-center.

Monday, Sept. 14: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries, Exercise w/ Anne, CoA Meeting; 10 a.m., 
Sittercize, Haircuts with Deborah; 11 a.m., 
Learn to Sign; 11 a.m.-noon, Fitness Orienta-
tion; 12:30 p.m., Mah Jongg, Setback, Bridge. 

Tuesday, Sept. 15: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries; 9:30 a.m., Movie Time; 9:45 a.m., Tai Chi; 
12:30 p.m., Pinochle; 1 p.m., Cornhole; 1:15 
p.m., Bingo. 

Wednesday, Sept. 16: 9 a.m., Making Memo-
ries, Walking Group; 9 a.m.-3 p.m., Reflexol-
ogy; 10 a.m., Adult Coloring, Hand and Foot 
Card Game, Sit & Be Fit Video; 11 a.m., Bushel 
of Fun Luncheon; 1 p.m., Sew-cial Time; 1:30 
p.m. and 2:30 p.m., Cardio Drumming.

Thursday, Sept. 17: 9 a.m., Exercise w/ 
Anne; 10 a.m., Sittercize, Wii Bowling; 10:30 
a.m., Shopping Trip; 11 a.m., Yoga, Emergen-
cy Services Presentation; noon, Sr. Benefits 
Counseling; 12:05 p.m., Chair Massage; 12:30 
p.m., Dominoes, Needlework Club.  

Friday, Sept. 18: 9 a.m., Social Service 
Hours, Open Art Studio; 10 a.m., Sit & Be Fit; 
10:30 a.m., Choral Group; 11 a.m., Yoga; 1-3:30 
p.m., Open Ping Pong; 1:15 p.m., Bingo. 

1970s Name That Tune: Monday, Sept. 28, 
10:30 a.m. Picture it: you jump in your car (may-
be a Firebird or a Datsun), head to McDonald’s 

for the new Quarter Pounder, and the Bee Gees 
are on the radio as Casey Kasem counts down; 
life is good. All are invited to come test your 
knowledge of ‘70s music (all genres – not just 
disco). This is a free program. Refreshments will 
be served. 

Disco Dinner Dance: Thursday, Sept. 24, 
5-7:30 p.m. Cost is $15/person and includes 
pizza, salad, beverages and tie-dye cakes. DJ 
Montez will spin all of our favorite disco and 
‘70s tunes. Don’t like to dance? Come and lis-
ten to the music. For senior center members 55 
and over. Disco attire is not required but fully 
encouraged.

Groovy Birthday Party Finale: Wednesday, 
Sept. 30, 11 a.m. Celebrate birthdays (past, pres-
ent and those yet to come) and the end of senior 
center month with a giant ‘70s-inspired birth-
day cake. Bring a picture and/or story to share 
from one of your favorite birthday parties and 
play some nostalgic party games. The center will 
also draw the names of the disco ball scratch-off 
raffle winners. This is a free program. 

Birthday Cake Project: Wednesday, Sept. 30, 
2 p.m. Some families do not have the financial 
means to buy a birthday cake or the items to 
bake one. In honor of National Senior Center 
Month, the senior center will collect boxed cake 
mix, canned frosting, canned Sprite or other 
lemon-lime flavored soda, 9x13 aluminum pans 
with plastic lids, and packaged birthday candles. 
On Sept. 30, gather together to make Birthday 
Cake kits for the Colchester Food Bank. If you 
are a senior center member and would like to 
volunteer to make the kits, register with the of-
fice.

Ahavath Achim 
Schedule

Congregation Ahavath Achim, 84 Leba-
non Ave., has announced the following 
schedule: 

Services: Fridays at 6:30 p.m., live and 
on Zoom; Saturdays at 10 a.m., live and on 
Zoom. 

Classes on Tuesdays: Folklore of the Tal-
mud at 6 p.m., followed by Talmud at 6:30 
p.m., and Kabbalah at 8 p.m.

For more information, or Zoom links, call 
860-537-2809. Office hours are Wednesday, 
9 a.m.-4 p.m.
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— Automotive Repair —

YOUR SATISFACTION IS OUR #1 PRIORITY

Foreign & Domestic • Medium & Heavy Duty Trucks • Engine Repair (Gas & Diesel) • Transmissions
Brakes • Electrical • Suspension & Steering • Heating & Air Conditioning • Towing

29 Mill Hill Road
Colchester, CT 06415

860-537-0640
evansautomotiverepair.com

FIND US ON
Facebook & Instagram

EVANS
Coupon good through 9/30/2026. One per customer. Most vehicles.

Cannot be combined with any other offer.

BRAKE SERVICE SPECIAL

Coupon good through 9/30/2026. One per customer. Most vehicles.
Cannot be combined with any other offer.

FREE BATTERY TEST

$2000 OFF

W/OIL CHANGE AND 
THIS COUPON

Salmon River Run Celebrates 20th Anniversary 
The Salmon River Run, organized by the Col-

chester Land Trust (which is now part of the 
Avalonia Land Conservancy), will celebrate its 
20th anniversary on Saturday, Oct. 3, at 10 a.m., 
at the Comstock Covered Bridge in Colchester.

The 5.5-mile race takes runners through the 
Salmon River State Forest on a scenic course 
featuring a mix of pavement, dirt roads, and the 
old railroad bed, with a fast downhill finish back 

toward the Salmon River.
Handcrafted pottery race mugs will be award-

ed to the top three finishers in each age division. 
Following the race, runners and volunteers can 
enjoy the traditional post-race barbecue and 
awards celebration along the riverbank.

Runners of all ages and abilities are welcome. 
Learn more and register at www.salmonriver-
run.org.

Land Trust Upcoming Events
The Colchester Land Trust (CLT) is hosting 

the following upcoming events. All are invited. 
Visit ColchesterLandTrust.org for all details on 
upcoming 2026 events so far.

Trail Crew Volunteers Needed: The third 
Sunday of each month (weather permitting). 
Volunteers meet up at one of CLT’s properties 
each month to fight invasives, maintain mead-
ows, and other needed stewardship tasks. This 
event is led by board member and stewardship 
chair Kevin Byrne, and he can be reached at: 

kevbyrnect@gmail.com. Trail crew work par-
ties are held the third Sunday of every month 
usually from 1 p.m. until no later than 3 p.m. 
(Volunteers can stay for all or part of the hours.) 
Details of each month’s plan will be emailed to 
you. Sign up at colchesterlandtrust.org.

CLT at Farmers Market: The CLT Booth 
will be at the Colchester Farmers Market on 
the Green on Sunday, Sept. 27. All are invited 
to stop by and learn more about the land trust.

Garden Club
‘Plants and More Sale’

Colchester Garden Club is having its fourth 
annual “Plants and More Sale” on Sunday, Sept. 
20, from 9 a.m.-1 p.m., at 35 Hayward Ave. 

There will be locally grown perennials, house-
plants, garden tools, handmade gifts, flower 
pots, and more. Purchases help the Colchester 
Garden Club with its programs including com-
munity beautification, senior center activities, 
youth gardening, and public educational pro-
grams.

Vendors Sought
for Fall Fair

Colchester Federated Church’s annual Fall 
Vendor Fair will be held Saturday, Nov. 7, from 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. – and participants are sought.

This local fair showcases crafters, vendors, 
farmers and more. If you would like a table to 
sell your goods, reach out to Renee Misbach at 
rouillette01@snet.net for more information.

Deadline Soon
for Golf Classic

The Colchester Hayward Volunteer Fire 
Company (CHVFC) annual Golf Classic 
will be held Monday, Sept. 21, at Black-
ledge Country Club in Hebron – and the 
deadline to register is fast approaching. 

There will be burgers and dogs for 
lunch, steak tips for dinner, a hole-in-one 
prize, and raffles.

Golfers must register by Sept. 12, at CH-
VFC.org/golf.

Scholarship Event
The St. Joseph’s Polish Society at 395 South 

Main St. will host an event to celebrate the 25th 
anniversary of the society’s scholarship pro-
gram.

Every year, the St. Joseph’s Polish Society 
hosts a golf tournament with the proceeds going 
toward scholarships for high school seniors go-
ing into college. This year’s event will be on Sat-
urday, Sept. 12. As the golf tournament is full, 
there will be a separate event at the club that is 

open to the public on the same day. 
Tickets are $25 each and include your choice 

of a chicken or steak dinner. Dinner will be 
served from 2-5 o,m, Jonny Debit will perform 
from 2-5 p.m., and the band merge right will 
perform from 5:30-9:30 p.m. 

 If interested in purchasing tickets, stop by the 
club during regular business hours. For more 
information, call 860-537-2550.

CCT Cabaret Night Out
Colchester Community Theatre will hold its 

third annual Cabaret Night Out on Friday, Sept. 
18, and Saturday, Sept. 19, at 7:30 PM at St. Jo-
seph Polish Society. 

Both evenings will feature musical theater, 
singing, instrumental performances, raffles, and 
more.

Single tickets are $20, or you can purchase 
a table of 8 for $144 ($16 savings). Bring food, 
your friends, and enjoy beverages from the bar. 
This event is for ages 21 and up. 

Get tickets at colchester.ludus.com.
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CCT’s Cabaret
Night Out is Back

By Toriana Williams
Alright Colchester, get ready for quality en-

tertainment and a fun night out with friends 
or family. Colchester Community Theater 
(CCT) will host its third annual Cabaret 
Night Out on Friday, Sept. 18, and Saturday, 
Sept. 19, at 7:30 p.m. The event will be held at 
St. Joseph Polish Society, 395 S Main Street.

So, what is a cabaret?
According to Wallis Johnson, director and 

vice president of CCT, “it’s like a wonderful 
show of different people’s talents.”

This year’s show will feature about 18 acts. 
Performers will sing songs, duets, play instru-
ments and perform much more. Each person 
puts their own act together before sending in 
a sort of audition video to be considered for 
the show.

Johnson said the event is also a way for 
people to discover new talent.

“It’s giving actors a chance to perform,” she 
said. Some people who perform at the cabaret 
have never been in a CCT production before. 
This event gives them a chance to meet the 
theater group and be part of the community.

In fact, some previous cabaret perform-
ers later auditioned for the theater’s musical 
shows. Johnson called it “a great community 
building event.”

The night is meant to be easy and relaxed. 
Guests can bring their own food, such as 
snacks, desserts or other finger foods. Drinks 

can be bought from the Polish Society bar 
and brought into the event room. There will 
also be basket drawings, a 50/50 raffle and 
more.

And yes, guests can dress up if they want.
“If they feel like getting all dressed up, 

that’s wonderful,” said Johnson. But fancy 
clothes are not required.

The show is expected to last about an hour 
to two hours. Masters of Ceremonies will in-
troduce the acts, and performers will bring 
their own special style to the stage. There 
may even be a surprise for people who think 
a cabaret is only about singing.

Johnson said one act is “a skit that was 
written just for the cabaret.” The writer will 
also perform in the comedy skit.

“I think people don’t always expect that at 
a cabaret. They expect mostly like singing,” 
said Johnson.

The event is for adults ages 21 and over. 
Tickets are $20, or guests can buy a table for 
eight for $144. Tickets can be purchased at 
colchester.ludus.com/index.php.

Most of all, Johnson wants people to come, 
relax and have a good time.

“I’m really excited for it,” she said. She add-
ed, “They can just come with their friends, 
sit, bring some snacks to eat and enjoy some 
beautiful music.”

Sounds like a perfect kind of night.

St. Andrew Church Cemetery Notice
Members of Guardian Angels Parish are 

working to clear St. Andrew New Cemetery 
and to help us preserve the beauty and dignity 
of this sacred place, we are working to clear the 
cemetery of items that interfere with mowing, 
routine maintenance, and the overall appear-
ance of the grounds.

Families are asked to visit their loved one’s 
gravesite and remove any glass lights, rocks, ce-
ramic pots, shepherd’s hooks, planted flowers, 
shrubs, trees, or other decorative items that are 
not permitted under the cemetery’s Rules and 
Regulations.

Please note the following:
Decorations are limited to one display per lot 

in a portable plastic or metal rectangular box 

placed no more than 10 inches from the monu-
ment.

As stated in the cemetery Rules and Regula-
tions, trees, shrubs, flowers, bric-a-brac, light-
ing, and other plantings placed in the ground 
are not permitted and may be removed without 
notice.

Any non-permitted items remaining in the 
cemetery may be removed as part of this clean-
up effort to ensure the cemetery can be main-
tained safely and respectfully.

If you have any questions, please refer to the 
Rules and Regulations that accompany your 
cemetery deed, or call the Guardian Angels Par-
ish Office at 860-537-2355.

Westchester Church News
Westchester Congregational Church, located 

at 98 Cemetery Rd., holds worship Sundays at 
10 a.m.  All are welcome to attend. The church 
choir always welcomes new members. Services 
are also available on Zoom; visit www.westches-
tercongchurch.org for login information. Sun-
day School for children meets during the wor-
ship service.

Twelve-Step Meetings: Al-Anon meets in 
Canney Hall Wednesdays at 7 p.m. AA meets in 
Canney Hall Fridays at 7:30 p.m.

Scouts: The church sponsors Scouting Amer-
ica Troop 109.  During the school year, Troop 
109 meets on Tuesdays at 7 p.m.

Outreach and Other Opportunities: Knit-

ting Group meets Thursdays at 10 a.m. Many 
knitted, crocheted, and quilted items have been 
sent to Native American  reservations, hospi-
tals for babies, and other places to help those 
in need. The Blessings Box is at the end of the 
church parking lot and contains donations of 
non-perishable food, personal care, and other 
items for those in need. Take what you need; 
donate what you can. Also, the church sponsors 
the Wounded Warrior Project, a donation op-
portunity to help veterans.

For more information, visit westchestercong-
church.org, email westcongchurch@gmail.com 
or call the church at 860-267-6711. Pastor Ron 
Lake can be reached at 860-428-3460.

Police News
8/22: Dean Molinari, 40, of Salem, was ar-

rested and charged with DUI, Colchester Po-
lice said. He was also arrested and charged with 
fourth-degree larceny as a result of a May 25 
incident at the Colchester Stop and Shop, police 
added.

8/30: Jason Niro, 52, of Colchester, was ar-
rested and charged with third-degree larceny, 
Colchester Police said.

Fish Fry Fundraiser
Bikers Against Child Abuse, a nonprofit orga-

nization of bikers, is hosting its Fish Fry Fund-
raiser on Saturday, Sept. 26, at St. Joseph’s Polish 
Club, 395 S. Main St., from 12:30-5 p.m.

The fundraiser includes fish, burgers, hot 
dogs, sides, soda and desserts. There will also be 
music and raffles. 

Admission fee is $25.  Kids under 10 are free. 
For more information, call 860-420-7388.

232 S. Main St., Colchester
860-537-9559

YOU 
LIST...

WE SELL!

*We Pay To Prep Your Home For Sale!
Boyden Real Estate will invest to assist in repairs and maintenance 

to prep your home to sell fast for top dollar. Call for details. R
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232 S. Main St.
Clean, 1 bed includes 
utilities, trash, snow removal, 
landscape, washer & dryer. 
Close to shopping and  bus 
line. Lease and credit check  
required.

COLCHESTER	 $1545/mo

Call Scott for details
860-608-0769

1/1 HEAT/HOT WATER INCL.

LIST WITH US
Earn $150000*

Let Us Show You How!

Scott

PaulNick

Martin

Call Nick for details
860-334-2868

65 Falls Bashan Rd. Clean 3 
bed, 2 bath ranch with 2 car 
garage close to 4 nearby lakes 
and pond. See this one soon!

EAST	HADDAM	 $389,900

Happy Sellers!Happy Sellers!
SOLD ABOVE LIST!
SOLD ABOVE LIST!

Call Scott for details
860-608-0769

86 Cedar St. Updated 4-5 
bed, 2 bath Colonial. Walk 
to NFA and Harbor. 2 car 
detatched garage. New carpet 
and some appliances. See it 
soon is won’t last!

NORWICH	 $324,500

4/5 BED 2 BATH COLONIAL
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FULL SERVICE
AUTO REPAIR
Brakes, Oil Changes, 

Tires, Tune-Ups, Exhaust

$5.00 OFF
Full Service
Oil Change
includes fluid top off, 

vacuuming, tire pressure

Performance Tire
& Auto Repair

 No Appointment Necessary 
240 Old Hartford Road

Colchester, CT • 860-537-2515
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We drive vehicle in, you relax!
EXPIRES 9/30/26

Check Our Numerous 5 Star Google Reviews


Rental Center
Rt. 16, Linwood Ave. • Colchester
(860) 537-4256
Located with Gano’s Power Equipment
Mon.-Fri. 8:00am-6:00pm; Sat. 8:00am-2:00pm

Why Buy When You Can Rent?
WE RENT ALL TYPES OF TOOLS 
& EQUIPMENT FOR ALL YOUR 

HOME PROJECT NEEDS
Bobcat Skidsteer Loaders, Mini Excavator, Tractor with 

bucket & backhoe, Tillers, Edgers, Pole Pruners, Chainsaws, 
Stump Grinders, Gas Power Hedge Trimmers, 6” & 12” 

Chippers, Pumps, Yorkrakes, Power Augers, Dethatchers, 
Overseeders, Jackhammers, Hammer Drills, Hardwood Floor 
Nailers, Trenchers, Floor Polishers, Carpet Cleaners, Seam 
Irons, Power Stretchers, Floor Sanders & Edgers, Hilti Gun, 
Toilet Auger, Power Drain Snake, Wallpaper Steamers, 40’ 

Ladders, Tile Saws, Sod Cutter, Aerators, Pressure Washer, 
Power Towels, Compactors, Brick Paver Saws, Sheetrock 

Lifters & Dustless Sanders, Lolly Column Cutters, Party 
Canopies, Tow Behind Compressors and so much more . . . 

Visit our website for more information and pricing
www.ctrentme.com
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Deadline Soon for Golf Classic
The Colchester Hayward Volunteer Fire 

Company (CHVFC) annual Golf Classic 
will be held Monday, Sept. 21, at Blackledge 
Country Club in Hebron – and the deadline 
to register is fast approaching. 

The CHVFC is a nonprofit organization 
that has been providing service to the Town 
of Colchester and its neighboring commu-
nities since 1854. The tournament is held to 

raise funds to support our school scholarship 
fund, recruitment, retention and maintain the 
fire company’s Schuster Park training facility 
and event venue. 

If you are interested in being a sponsor 
or player, email CHFD28golftournament@
gmail.com, or visit the CHVFC Facebook 
page at www.facebook.com/ColchesterFD.

Golfers must register by Sept. 12.

Senior Center Upcoming Trips
Colchester Senior Center has the following 

upcoming trips. Trips are available to senior 
center members and their adult guests over the 
age of 18. Membership is free for Colchester res-
idents aged 55 and older. There is an annual fee 
of $15 for seniors residing outside of Colchester. 
For more information or full trip descriptions, 
or to register, call 860-537-3911 or email csc@
colchesterct.gov.

Goodspeed – Annie and Lunch at Gelston 
House: Thursday, Sept 24, 7:45 a.m. The musi-
cal that stole America’s heart comes home to cel-
ebrate its 50th anniversary on the stage where it 
all began! Cost is $105 per person. This includes 
transportation and lunch at the Gelston House. 
Space is limited.

Majestic Cities of Central & Eastern Eu-
rope: Oct. 4-17, departure time TBD. Enjoy 
multi-night stays, local tours, food and more in 
Berlin, Prague, Vienna, Budapest, and Krakow. 
The 14-day, 13-night trip includes airfare, ho-
tels, and meals (12 breakfasts, one lunch, and six 
dinners). Contact senior center staff for avail-
ability and pricing.

Ocean City, Maryland: Oct. 13-16, depar-

ture time TBD. Spend three nights directly on 
the beach. Cost is $949/person (double or triple 
occupancy).

Germanfest – Inn at East Hill Farm, Troy, 
N.H.: Thursday, Oct. 8, 7:45 a.m. Enjoy a home-
made Oktoberfest luncheon at the Inn at East 
Hill Farm, live German music, and more. Cost 
is $158/person and includes transportation and 
lunch.

Studio Two – The Beatles Tribute Band: 
Thursday, Oct. 15, at 10 a.m. Enjoy music and a 
family-style menu at the Farmington Polo Club. 
Cost is $132/person, and includes transporta-
tion, entertainment and lunch.

Presentations on 2027 Trips: On Sept. 2, at 
10:30 a.m., there will be a presentation on the 
Discover Mackinac Island trip running May 
1-9, 2027. This tour of Illinois and Michigan 
runs nine days, eight nights, and cost is $4,299 
(double occupancy). Then, on Oct. 19, at 10:30 
a.m., there will be a presentation on the Cultur-
al Treasures of Japan trip running Oct. 7-20, 
2027. This trip is 14 days, 13 nights, and cost is 
$9,999 per person (double occupancy). 

History Museum Open Sundays
The Colchester History Museum is open Sun-

days from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. through the end of 
December. 

This spring you can view the museum’s new-
est exhibit: “Every Possible Means: Colchester’s 
Role in the Revolutionary War.” You can also 
experience histories of people and places in the 
“ABCs of Colchester History” exhibit.

The Colchester History Museum, located at 
24 Linwood Ave., is free and offers both per-
manent and special exhibits all highlighting the 
people and events in Colchester’s history. Guid-
ed and self-guided tours are available.

For more information, contact the Colchester 
Historical Society at mail@colchesterhistory.org 
or 860-537-3240.

Abundant Life Church News & Notes
Abundant Life Church, a Christ-follower 

church that believes in salvation through Jesus 
Christ, is located at 85 Skinner Rd. Worship is 
in person at 10:30 a.m. Sunday. 

Adult Sunday Bible School: Sundays at 9:30 
a.m.

Bible Study for Women: Every Wednesday at 
10 a.m. at Sweet Aroma, Colchester. 

Bible Study: Every Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. 
Prayer Meetings: Thursdays, 10 a.m. and Fri-

days, 6:30-8:30 p.m. There is also a brief meeting 
for pre-service prayer on Sundays at 10:15 a.m.

Men’s and Women’s Breakfast: Meets 
monthly on Saturdays at 8 a.m. The men meet 
the first Saturday of the month, and the women 
meet the third Saturday of the month. 

Children’s Church: Meets Sunday mornings 
after worship service.

Call the church office at 860-537-3082 for 
more information, or visit AbundantL.com.

Balloon Fun… Scouts from troops 72 and 109 in Colchester enjoyed playing on 
the giant water balloon at Camp JNWebster in Ashford for a week this summer.

Program on Spotted 
Lantern Fly

The Colchester Garden Club invites 
anyone who is interested in learning more 
about the invasive Spotted Lantern Fly 
(SLF) to its Tuesday, Sept. 22, meeting, tak-
ing place at 6 p.m. at Cragin Memorial Li-
brary, Norton Room A, 8 Linwood Ave.

Dr. Gale Ridge of the Connecticut Agri-
culture Experiment Station will be speaking 
about the Spotted Lantern Fly and other in-
vasive insects. 

This is an important and timely presenta-
tion as the sightings of SLF have significant-
ly increased in Colchester and surrounding 
towns, the Garden Club said.

Oktoberfest at Polish Club
St. Joseph’s Polish Club, at 395 South Main 

St., will present Oktoberfest on Saturday Oct. 
17, from 1-5 p.m. The event is free and open to 
the public. 

There will be a Stein-Hoisting contest, pretzel 
toss contest, and cornhole. The food booth will 
sell food including bratwurst and sauerkraut. 
There will also be a bake sale. German-style mu-
sic will be provided by Dennis Polisky & Mae-
stro’s Men in the pavilion. 

Resident Produces 
9/11-Inspired Tribute 

Colchester resident Robert Carley has a new 
photo exhibit, which will go on display at Slater 
Memorial Museum in Norwich on Sept. 12 and 
run through early December. 

About 150 photos from all over the country 
will be displayed, with stories about how Car-
ley located them. For 25 years, Carley has been 
chronicling 9/11-inspired flag tributes with his 
camera, and has traveled to 46 states. 

Christian Life
Chapel News

Christian Life Chapel is located at 392 S. Main 
St. For more information, call 860-398-9119 or 
email chapel.colchester@yahoo.com. The Rev. 
Don Rivers is pastor. All are welcome. 

Worship Service: Sundays at 10 a.m. A 
livestream is available on YouTube and Facebook.

Children’s Worship: Sundays at 10:35 a.m. 
Kids learn about Jesus in ageappropriate ways.

Men’s Bible Study: Starts Monday, Sept. 21, at 
7 p.m. The study will be on the book of Romans.

Women’s Bible Study: Resumes Tuesday, 
Oct. 6, at 10 a.m. The study will be on the book 
of Revelation  

Community Bible Study: Wednesdays at 7 
p.m. All are invited.

Bible Baptist Church News
Colchester Bible Baptist Church holds Sun-

day School at 9:30 a.m., followed by the Sunday 
morning worship service is at 10:30 a.m. There 
is also a Sunday evening service at 6 p.m. There 
is a Wednesday Evening Prayer Service at 7 p.m.

The church is located at 38 Chestnut Hill Rd., 
and can be reached at 860-537-1050. Pastor 
Scott Rosen can be emailed at pastor@colches-
terbible.org, and the church website is www.col-
chesterbible.org.
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CHAINCHAIN
SALESALE

We make chains to fit ANY chainsaw!

120 Linwood Avenue, Colchester
860-537-3431 • 1-800-545-GANO

Visit us online at www.ganos.com
Monday - Friday 8:00 - 6:00 • Saturday 8:00 - 5:00

Buy One Chain,
Get One ½ Price!

Higher price prevails. Limit 10 per customer.

Sale 9/12/26

thru 10/17/26
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CCT to Hold Auditions for Frozen
Colchester Community Theatre has sched-

uled auditions for its February 2027 production 
of Disney’s Frozen through special arrangement 
with MTI. 

In the beautiful mountainous kingdom of Ar-
endelle, Princesses Anna and Elsa grow up shel-
tered inside their castle, isolated from the world 
and increasingly distant from each other. When 
Elsa is crowned queen, the magical powers she’s 
desperately tried to conceal from her sister take 
control, and she flees into the mountains. As a 
ferocious winter descends on Arendelle, Anna 
sets off on an epic journey to find Elsa and bring 
her home – with the help of hardworking ice 
harvester Kristoff, his loyal reindeer Sven, and 
a happy-go-lucky snowman named Olaf. Full 
of magic, humor, and a stunning musical score, 
Frozen is a powerful tale of sisterhood, accep-
tance, and finding the real meaning of true love.

Auditions will be held Sunday, Oct. 4, from 
2:30-4:30 p.m., and Monday, Oct. 5, from 6:30-
8:30 p.m., at the Congregation Ahavath Achim 
(Colchester Synagogue) on 84 Lebanon Ave. 

Please prepare 32 bars of a song that showcases 
your voice. An accompanist will be provided. 
No a cappella or backing tracks, please. Sides 
from the show will be available at auditions. All 
auditionees should be prepared to move. Please 
bring comfortable clothes and appropriate foot-
wear (jazz shoes or sneakers) to learn a brief 
dance combination.

To sign up for auditions and receive addition-
al information regarding the musical, please vis-
it www.colchestercommunitytheatre.com. CCT 
is seeking a diverse and talented cast ages 16 
and up. Young Anna and Young Elsa are open 
to performers in Grade 6 and up, while Olaf is 
open to performers in Grade 6 through adult. 
Please refer to the character breakdown on the 
website. 

For more information, email info@colches-
tercommunitytheatre.com.

Show dates for this production are Feb. 12, 13 
and 14. Anyone who is unable to attend the au-
ditions on the above dates must contact us be-
fore Oct. 4 to make other arrangements.

Colchester  • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester •  Colchester •  Colchester • Colchester •  Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester • Colchester

Colchester Budgets Pass, Spending Freeze Lifted
By Toriana Williams

Colchester voters finally approved both the 
town and Board of Education budgets on Tues-
day, Sept. 1, ending a long and often-heated 
budget season.

More than 3,200 residents and taxpayers 
voted in the third referendum. The town bud-
get passed with 1,945 ‘yes’ votes and 1,310 ‘no’ 
votes. The Board of Education budget passed 
with 1,854 ‘yes’ votes and 1,395 ‘no’ votes.

Together, the two budgets total $67.85 mil-
lion, a 3.77% increase from last year’s adopted 
budget. The town’s operating budget stands 
at $19.06 million, up 5.38% from the 2025-
26 spending package, and the BOE budget is 
$48.79 million, a 3.16% increase from 2025-26. 

Despite passage, advisory questions still 
showed spending concerns for both budgets. 
For the town budget, 1,644 voted ‘too high’ 
while 1,087 voted ‘too low,’ and 521 voters did 
not answer. For the BOE budget, 1,680 voted 
‘too high’ and 1,116 voted ‘too low,’ while 456 
did not answer.

The proposed effective mill rate is 30.43, an 
increase of about 1.7%. It was expected to be 
conclusively set at the Sept. 9 Board of Finance 
meeting, which occurred after press time. 

This vote came after voters rejected the bud-
gets twice before. Turnout started strong and 
was about the same as the second referendum, 
even increasing compared to the first. First Se-
lectman Bernie Dennler, a Democrat, said the 
vote was the largest budget referendum turnout, 
and had the most ‘yes’ votes for a budget, since 
2010.

Several town leaders offered strong opinions 
on the lengthy process. Comments from the 
three major boards showed both relief and con-
cern about what comes next.

Board of Finance Reaction
Board of Finance member John Thomas, a 

Republican, said he was surprised the budgets 
passed. Thomas said the voters had become in-
credibly involved during the budget process.

“The people in Colchester spoke up in a very 
big way,” he said.

Thomas said he was happy that residents paid 
close attention to the budget. He also admitted 
that he still disagreed with the school budget 
figure.

“I think they’re still way over budget, but ev-
erybody knows my opinion,” he said.

The biggest issue for Thomas, he said, was the 
cost. He said town officials have a duty to think 
about what residents can afford.

“I don’t believe that our job, as for the finance 
[board] members, is to pass something that 

people can’t afford,” he said.
He warned that some residents may face hard 

choices because of the cost of living in town.
“I do believe that there are going to be peo-

ple, with this budget, who are going to have to 
make some very hard decisions on whether they 
can even stay in town, and that’s very sad,” said 
Thomas.

In the end, however, he was glad the budget 
passed because the town needs money to keep 
running.

“I didn’t expect it to pass, but I certainly am 
glad that it did for the one fact that the town 
needs to be able to operate,” he said.

Board of Finance Chair Karen Belding, a 
Democrat, also said the vote brought relief.

“It’s definitely a relief,” said Belding. “It’s been 
a very long process for everyone – residents, the 
Board of Finance, the town and the schools – 
and I think we’re all ready to move forward.”

Belding said one of the hardest parts was 
finding a balance between the town’s needs and 
what residents could afford to pay on top of the 
increase of everything else.

“There really weren’t easy choices – every 
reduction has an impact somewhere,” she ex-
plained. Belding also said misinformation made 
the process harder.

“Another challenge this year was the amount 
of misinformation circulating, particularly on 
social media,” she said.

Voters became more interested as the process 
continued, according to Belding.

“Whether people supported the budgets or 
opposed them, they were paying attention, and 
more and more of them came out to vote,” said 
Belding. “That’s a good thing.”

She shared that the debate was more intense 
than normal.

“Going through three referendums also 
meant the conversation went on much lon-
ger than a typical budget season,” Belding ex-
plained.

Board of Selectmen Reaction
Dennler said he was happy the town could 

move forward.
“It feels great to be able to move forward and 

get back to the important work we do for our 
town,” he said, noting that road work, other 
projects, community programs and events can 
now move ahead.

The town’s budget freeze has also been lifted. 
Some services will return right away, while oth-
ers will take several weeks, Dennler said. Trans-
fer station and town clerk hours are expected 
to return the following week, and library hours 

and senior center evening hours are expected to 
return later this month.

Dennler said one challenge was that the ma-
jority of the public debate focused on the school 
budget.

“I would have liked to talk more about roads, 
funding maintenance of buildings and grounds 
and public safety during budget season,” he 
said. He shared that the town may have missed 
a chance to improve fire and EMS coverage and 
traffic safety.

In regards to the results of the advisory ques-
tions, Dennler said they were similar to what 
the town has seen in recent years.

“I have talked to a few people who voted ‘yes 
and too high’ who told me they wanted to sup-
port local services and are frustrated with how 
inflation and national trends are impacting lo-
cal costs,” he said. 

Dennler added that the strong voter turnout 
showed that residents care about their town.

“I think it says something positive about Col-
chester that people are so engaged and passion-
ate about our community’s future,” he said.

Board of Selectmen member Tim Vaillan-
court, a Republican, said he was not surprised 
by the results – and noted that both budgets 
were down from what voters first rejected. At 
the initial budget referendum on May 20, the 
proposed town budget was $19.52 million, a 
7.93% increase, while the proposed education 
budget of $50.87 million, which represented a 
7.55% increase. Voters overwhelmingly rejected 
both spending packages. 

“People demanded serious cuts to the mas-
sive increase asked for again this year,” said Vail-
lancourt.

He said he wished the final increase could 
have been zero, but he also understood why vot-
ers approved the budgets.

“I’m very proud of the progress we were able 
to make,” he said. 

Vaillancourt also said he believes the growing 
number of voters is a good sign for the town.

“People’s eyes have been opened. I hope they 
stay informed and involved no matter what par-

ty you belong to,” he said.
He also had a message to share with residents 

who took part in the process.
“To all who got involved and demanded ac-

countability, this is a victory for you,” said Vail-
lancourt. “Pay attention, folks; it’s your money.”

Board of Education
Judy O’Meara received a baptism by fire in 

which she was appointed acting superintendent 
during such a contentious budget season. She 
echoed similar sentiments and said school of-
ficials were relieved after the vote.

“Our team is very relieved that the budget has 
passed and that we can now move forward and 
focus on the school year ahead,” said O’Meara. 
She thanked the three boards for their countless 
hours of work.

O’Meara shared that the school budget pro-
cess was especially difficult, as the spending 
increase had to be cut multiple times before 
arriving at a number that proved palatable to 
voters. The school budget that ultimately passed 
Tuesday was more than $2 million less than the 
number first rejected in May.

“Every reduction represented something 
meaningful, whether it was a position, a pro-
gram, a resource or a service that supported our 
schools,” she explained.

She said one of the biggest impacts for stu-
dents will be fewer middle school athletic op-
portunities; staffing cuts could also affect pro-
grams and services.

“Our priority continues to be protecting the 
classroom experience as much as possible while 
providing students with a safe, supportive and 
engaging school experience,” said O’Meara.

O’Meara added that the strong debate showed 
that people care about Colchester’s schools.

“At times, the conversations were difficult, 
but I believe there is value in hearing different 
perspectives and having community members 
engaged in the process,” she said.

Now that the vote is over, O’Meara hopes the 
community can focus on the school year.

“Ultimately, our children are what bring all of 
us back to a common purpose,” she said.
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With this coupon. Please present coupon when order is written. Not valid 
with any other o� er or on body shop repairs. O� er expires 9/30/26.

PLEASE CALL FOR 
AN APPOINTMENT

VARIABLE DISCOUNT COUPON
Receive a discount on service or parts depending on the dollar value of the purchase.

$5 OFF Any purchase
of $35-$49.99 $15 OFF Any purchase

of $100-$199.99

$10 OFF Any purchase
of $50-$99.99 $25 OFF Any purchase

of $200 or more

860-537-2331
860-889-0304
Route 85, Colchester

Service Hours:
Mon-Fri 8am-4:30pm & Sat 8-12

   
 

Now Open Saturdays 8-12

Car/ 
Minivan

       
      
      

     
  

    
    •    

 •    • 
   •   

 

$3495

Oil/Filter & Lube
Super Special LIFT KITS INSTALLED!
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Grayson Mountain
860-342-1520

www.portlandcollisionllc.com

FULL SERVICE AUTO BODY REPAIR
1621 Portland Cobalt Rd. (Rt. 66)

Portland, CT 06480

“We Meet By Accident”
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BROTHERS OIL COMPANY

WHEN THE HEAT’S ON US...WE DELIVER!
 HOD 114 • S7-308374

Since 1978

860-289-9468 • 860-289-6292
Automatic Delivery for less than COD

24 Hour Emergency Repair Service
Same Day Oil Delivery Available

www.BrothersOil.com
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Wood Pellets
&

Bio Bricks
NOW IN STOCK!

Route 66, East Hampton

(860) 267-7943
OPEN: Mon-Wed 8-6;

Thurs & Fri 8-7; Sat 8-6; Sun 9-5

East Hampton

724 Portland Cobalt Rd.
Route 66, Portland

(860) 342-4847
OPEN: Mon-Fri 8-6;

Sat 8-5; Sun 9-4

Portland Home 
& Hardware

CALL TODAY!

Ready for
Pick-Up or Delivery

Portland Remembers Sept. 11
This September marks the 25th anniversary 

of the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. To 
mark this significant anniversary, members of 
the community are invited to attend A Service 
of Prayer, Remembrance, and Hope at First 
Congregational Church of Portland, located 
at 554 Main St., at 7 p.m. Friday, Sept. 11.

This multifaith service will include prayers 

and readings from several religious tradi-
tions, inspiring music, moments of silence, 
and reflections from community leaders. To-
gether, participants will remember those who 
died, acknowledge the sacrifices made by so 
many in the aftermath of the attacks, and offer 
prayers for healing and hope.

Bereavement Support 
Group

St. Mary Church, located at 45 Freestone 
Ave., invites all to attend the Bereavement Sup-
port Group. 

The evening session meets the second Mon-
day of the month at 6:30 p.m., in the church 
hall, and the afternoon session meets the fourth 
Tuesday of the month at 3 p.m. – also in the 
church hall. 

Call Susan Bongiorno to register at 860-685-
1966.

Class of ’86 Reunion
The Portland High School Class of 1986 will 

hold its 40-Year Reunion Saturday, Oct. 17, at 6 
p.m., at Fox on the Green, Portland West Golf 
Course, 105 Gospel Lane. Mercy/Xavier/Vinal 
alums are also welcome.

Cost is $36/person and includes apps/buffet. 
There will be a cash bar.

Send Venmo payment to @rebecca-graves-91.

Land Record
Fraud Alert System

The Portland town clerk’s office reminds 
property owners that they can sign up for a free 
land record fraud alert. 

With Fraud Alert, you can receive an email 
alert whenever a document, such as a deed, 
mortgage or lien is recorded under your name. 
Documents can be viewed online or at the Port-
land town clerk’s office.

Residents and property owners are encour-
aged to participate in this free service. Sign up 
at www.portlandct.org/town-clerk, or for ques-
tions related to the service, call the Portland 
town clerk’s office at 860-342-6743.

Selectmen Hear Updates on Well, Smoke Shop, Budget
By Anne Lilburn

Portland’s Board of Selectmen met for its reg-
ularly scheduled meeting on Sept. 2, to discuss, 
among other things, whether the body should 
still be called the “Board of Selectmen.” (Spoiler 
alert: it’s still the Board of Selectmen, for now.)

The board handled some regular and proce-
dural business, including receiving their month-
ly budgetary update from Director of Finance 
Tom Robinson, and congratulating the Police 
Department on receiving its Connecticut Police 
Officer Standards and Training Council (POST) 
Tier 3 certification, which is the highest level of 
accreditation awarded by the organization. The 
board also declared September Library Card 
Signup Month, and encouraged residents to go 
to the library and get a library card. 

First Selectman Mike Pelton, a Republican, 
also provided an update on the town’s chip-seal-
ing road maintenance, which he said typically 
happened this time of year. This year, he said, 
it would be delayed until next spring, which 
“should give us more time to get caught up on 
some curbing and other things that we’ve been 
backlogged on.” 

Selectmen Vinnie Pitruzzello, a Republican, 
and Andrea Alfano, a Democrat, gave the board 
an update on their “Efficiency and Cost Initia-
tive,” which is also known as the “Efficiency 
and Shared Services Initiative.” Pitruzzello and 
Alfano have been meeting with different de-
partments in town to discuss both creative and 
straightforward ways to save money and build 
efficiency in town offices and government.

Pitruzzello said he had asked Robinson to 
provide numbers answering the question of “if 
we had a flat budget [next year], totally flat, no 

increases, what would the increase in the mill 
rate need to be in order to support that?”

The answer, the finance director said, was 
about 2.69 mills. 

“Not to alarm everybody,” Pitruzzello said, 
“but if you kind of start looking at next year and 
why it’s so important to start looking at some of 
these cost reductions, 2.69 [is] just to maintain 
a flat budget. … If the departments come back, 
including the Board of Ed, with just a 3% in-
crease, we’re in the 6, 7% increase for next year.”

“If this is even directionally correct,” he con-
tinued, “and I think it is, this just underscores 
why this costs reduction initiative is so impor-
tant and why we really have got to get ahead of 
it.”

Pelton agreed.
“You guys will learn more as you’re talking to 

the managers and figuring out what they’re do-
ing and people are thinking,” he told Pitruzzello 
and Alfano, adding that he thought they were 
doing a great job of “kind of changing the think-
ing on this and looking at everything.”	

Pelton also brought up Brainerd Place, men-
tioning that construction continued at the site, 
and also pointing out that there was now excess 
Brownstone that was on the property and that 
had been consolidated onto one site. The build-
ers, he said, would “love to give it back to the 
town,” adding that it was a “pretty big pile.”

Selectman James Tripp, a Democrat, urged 
Pelton to talk to the Brownstone Forum, men-
tioning that there were upgrades happening at 
Riverfront Park and noting that the brownstone 
might be put to good use there.

Director of Public Works Jason Morrocco 

also provided an update about the new town 
well, along with Pelton. They said they now pro-
jected a daily yield of 1.1 million gallons per day 
from the new well. 

The well is “capable of pumping about 1.57 
million gallon per day,” said Pelton, but “that 
might cause a draw down to the Carr Brook, so 
the range that [we are] looking at through mod-
eling is 1.1 million gallons per day.”

 Morocco said that it was recommended to 
keep the town’s usage to 70% of the yield, which 
should cover the town’s current average daily 
use of just under 700,000 gallons per day, with 
a peak use of 1.1 million gallons per day. The 
town is hoping to have the well and pump house 
up and running by July 2028.

Pelton also provided an update on smoke 
shop King Smokers, which recently lost its li-
cense from the state Department of Consumer 
Protection. Despite losing its license and lock-
ing its front door, the business has still been 
letting people in and selling items to them in 
cash, said Pelton, who added that the attorney 
general’s office was aware of the problem. The 
problem of smoke shops breaking rules was a 
state-wide one, he added.

King Smokers could not be reached for com-
ment for this story. 

Selectman Bobby Hetrick, a Republican, 
asked if King Smokers was the only smoke shop 
in town, and several board members mentioned 

that there was one other. The selectmen dis-
cussed whether it was worth talking with Town 
Planner Dan Bourret about restricting future 
smoke shops in town, similarly to the way the 
town recently banned new gas stations. 

Pelton also mentioned a request he received 
from a resident, who asked the board to con-
sider changing their “selectman” titles to some-
thing more gender-inclusive, such as “select 
board member.” Alfano pointed out that a 
change like that would be something that might 
be included in the town’s planned charter revi-
sion, which led to conversation on that topic.

Speaking of the charter revision, Pelton said 
that the town had received 10 applications as of 
that Sept. 2 selectmen’s meeting. While many 
wanted to get started with the charter revision, 
the selectmen were also aware that, once they 
officially named the committee, the clock would 
be ticking on deadlines for work that that com-
mittee would be tasked with. 

In preparation for this, while the board mem-
bers reviewed and vetted potential committee 
members, selectman John Dillon, a Democrat, 
suggested that they needed to get working 
quickly on providing guidance for what parts of 
the charter the selectmen want the committee 
to focus on. 

The Board of Selectmen will meet for its next 
regular meeting on Sept. 16.

Fall Soccer Registration Open
Portland Soccer Club has announced fall 

2026 registration for the Rec Season is open. 
Players will be grouped according to birth-

days on or after Aug. 1 of each year with kids 
born up to July 31 of the following year. When 
you log in at clubs.bluesombrero.com/portland-
soccerclub, the registration system will ask for 
your player’s information, including birthdate. 

Register by Monday, Sept. 7. Cost is $75. Late 
registrations are subject to a late fee. Each Drib-
bler and Kicker player will receive a team jersey. 
Each Pre-K player will receive a jersey and a 
size-3 ball. The season is from September to Oc-
tober. All games are Saturday mornings at the 

Portland Recreational Complex. Kickers have 
an additional practice on Wednesdays.

Players will be groups by birthdate: U4: 
8/1/2022 to 7/31/2023 (PreK); U5: 8/1/2021 
to 7/31/2022 (Dribblers); U6: 8/1/2020 to 
7/31/2021 (Dribblers); U7: 8/1/2019 to 
7/31/2020 (Kickers); U8: 8/1/2018 to 7/31/2019 
(Kickers).

Financial assistance is available on a limited 
basis. For additional questions, contact Chad 
Wilson (president) at nosliw.dahc@gmail.com; 
Chris Donahue (recreational director) at Dona-
huecj@sbcglobal.net; or Jeffrey LaBonte (assist-
ing with registrations) at 714jrl@gmail.com.

The Great Portland Scarecrow Contest
The Portland River Valley Garden Club is 

sponsoring a Scarecrow Contest at this year’s 
Portland Fair.  

Whether your scarecrow is funny, spooky, 
whimsical, patriotic, harvest-themed, or com-
pletely one-of-a-kind, visitors to the fair will 
vote for their favorite scarecrow.  The top entries 
will win cash prizes: first prize is $100, second 
prize is $50, and third prize is $25. 

Gather your straw, flannel, overalls, and cre-

ativity, then bring your best scarecrow to the 
fair.  Drop-off is Thursday, Oct. 1, between 5 
p.m. and 7 p.m. Pickup is Sunday, Oct. 4, at 5 
p.m. Scarecrows must be able to stand or be se-
cured to the ground. 

Visit either the Portland River Valley Garden 
Club or the Portland CT Community pages on 
Facebook for more information and to fill out a 
registration form. 

Flags to Remember First Responders
Drivers traveling along Route 66 through 

Portland and Columbia this week saw a familiar 
symbol of patriotism and remembrance: rows 
of American flags standing proudly along the 
roadway.

The display is part of a regional effort tak-
ing place through Sept. 14, with more than 425 
American flags being placed along the Route 66 
corridor. The flags are being displayed to honor 
the first responders who lost their lives while 
serving others during the Sept. 11, 2001, terror-
ist attacks.

Among those taking part in this meaningful 
community project is the Portland Leo Club, 
sponsored by the Portland Lions Club. This year 
marks the third year that the local Leo Club has 
participated in the Route 66 flag initiative.

Members of the Leo Club helped place flags 

at St. Mary’s Cemetery, joining other volunteers 
and organizations along the corridor in creating 
the patriotic display. 

Leo Club is the youth division of Lions Clubs 
International, providing young people with op-
portunities to develop leadership skills while 
participating in community service projects. 

The Portland Leo Club welcomes young peo-
ple who are interested in getting involved, as 
well as community members who would like to 
support the annual project. Anyone interested 
in joining the Leo Club, Lions Club, or donat-
ing American flags for the event is encouraged 
to contact Leo Club Advisor Heather Nicol at 
HLNicol51@gmail.com.

Extraordinary Benefits:
 You’ll feel really, really good!
 You’ll meet delightful dogs, 
fabulous felines, and some 
pretty special humans, too!

Volunteer Positions
Day & Evening Hours:

 East Hampton & 
Wethersfield facilities – 

Dogs: walking;
clean & feed; socialization

 East Hartford facility –
Cats: clean & feed;

socialization; medical & 
placement teams

Volunteer. The 
Benefits Are

Extraordinary!

860-569-0722
www.poainc.org
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860-342-0640PortlandAutomotive.com

Newly Installed Public
EV Charging Stations!

Stop in today for your
Free Brake Check and overall
vehicle readiness inspection!

$20.00 OFF 
TIRES

Offer Ends 9/30/2026

New touchless 
robotic tire service

Free
Loaner
Cars!

Schedule your appointment online today
at www.portlandautomotive.com

MAKE SURE YOUR VEHICLE IS 
UP TO THE TASK THIS COMING 

FALL SPORTS SEASON!

9/11 Morning Service of Remembrance
Zion Lutheran Church invites the commu-

nity to attend an outdoor service of remem-
brance on the morning of Friday, Sept. 11, to 
mark the 25th anniversary of the terrorist at-
tacks of Sept. 11, 2001. 

The lowering of the American flag to half-
staff, prayers, readings, bell-tolling, candle-
lighting and classic rock songs will follow the 
timeline of the attacks.

The service begins at 8:30 a.m. and ends at 

10:10 a.m., with one intermission.  Chairs and 
water will be provided.  In the case of rain, the 
service will be held inside in the Fellowship 
Hall. 

After the service, the church sanctuary will 
be open for prayer and reflection through 11 
a.m.

The church is located at 183 William St. All 
are asked to park in the front parking lot.

Senior Center News & Notes
The Waverly Senior Center, 7 Waverly Av-

enue, announces the following. Registration 
is required for all programs unless noted; 
for more information or to register, call 860-
342-6761. Senior center hours are Monday-
Thursday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Friday, 9 a.m. to 
noon. Visit www.portlandct.org/senior-services 
for more information, including a calendar of 
events.

Food Bank: Open at the senior center on 
Mondays and Thursdays from 9 a.m.-noon. 
Donations welcome, but please only leave dona-
tions during Food Bank hours.

Mobile Food Pantry: The Food Share Mo-
bile Pantry comes to the Food Bank every other 
Monday. The next Mobile Pantry date is Sept. 
21. 

Weekly Programs: Monday, 9/14: Light aer-
obics, 9:30 a.m.

Tuesday, 9/15: Bears on a Journey, 9:30-11 
a.m. – help make fleece teddy bears for cancer 
patients. Also, donations of light fleece (one 
yard or more) are sought for making teddy 
bears for cancer patients throughout Connecti-
cut. To donate, call 860-342-0809; Congregate 
Meal, noon. Menu: turkey kielbasa, sauerkraut, 
pierogies and onions, string cheese, pineapple 
cup; Coupons for Troops, 1-4 p.m.; Setback, 1 
p.m.; SyncoCize II, 5-6 p.m., fee is donation to 
instructor. 

Wednesday, 9/16: Light Aerobics, 9:30-
10:30 a.m.; Chair Yoga with Gia, 10:30-11:15 
p.m., fee is a $5 donation to instructor; Fiber 
Arts Group, noon; Bridge, 2:30-4 p.m. 

Thursday, 9/17: Seated Stretch & Tone, 9:30 
a.m.; Knit & Stitch, 10 a.m.; Congregate Meal, 
noon – $3 suggested donation (must fill out 
form). Menu: chicken fajitas with flour tortillas, 
lettuce, salsa, cheese, Spanish rice and veggies, 
yogurt parfait, fruit and granola; Mah Jongg, 
12:30 p.m.; Scrabble, 1 p.m.

 Friday, 9/18: Light Aerobics, 9:30-10:30 
a.m.; Chair Yoga with Gia, 10:30 – 11:15 a.m., 
fee is a $5 donation to instructor.

 Special Events: Unless noted, registration is 
required for all programs. Also, unless noted, 

all programs are free.
Note: There will be no blood pressure clinic 

or health chat in September.
Monday, Sept. 14: Cooking for One with 

Chef Marilyn McGrath, 11:45 a.m.-1 p.m. En-
hance your cooking skills, enjoy social interac-
tion, learn how to maximize food budget and 
learn how to reduce food waste. Don’t forget to 
bring a take-home container. Space is limited. 
Class cost: $10. Call 860-342-6761 to sign up or 
go to MyActiveCenter.com.

Monday, Sept. 14: Bloom Therapeutic Plant 
& Nature Program – Herbal Salts Workshop, 1 
p.m. Registration required.

Tuesday, Sept. 15: Watercolor Painting 
Classes with Bivenne Staiger, 9:30 a.m.-noon. 
A new six-week session starts. Make payment 
to instructor. Contact bivenne@yahoo.com for 
more information.

Wednesday, Sept. 16: 2026 Southeast 
Healthy Living Expo, 9 a.m.-1:30 p.m., at Dodd 
Stadium in Norwich. Sponsored by Senior Re-
sources Agency on Aging. There is a $5 ride fee. 
To sign up, call 860-342-6761 or sign up online 
at MyActiveCenter.com.

Thursday, Sept. 17: Sweet Treats and Conver-
sation with Community Leaders, 1 p.m. Speaker 
to be determined. 

Monday, Sept. 21: Veterans’ Benefits Work-
shop, 10 a.m.-noon. Learn about programs 
and services offered to veterans and surviving 
spouses. 

Medical Rides: The center offers ADA-acces-
sible transportation for seniors to medical rides, 
on a first-come, first-served basis. The fee is $5/
person, round trip. Please give at least a two-
week notice.

Foot Care: The center is taking appointments 
for a Foot Clinic with Stacey Cormier, RN; ser-
vices starting at $35. Call to register and for 
more information.

Massage by Joan: Thursdays and Fridays, by 
appointment only. Call Joan at 860-301-6507.

Hair by Jessica: By appointment only. Call 
Jessica at 860-751-9215.

Cyclocross Racing Comes to Portland

Hugh Felter, of Portland, and Charlie Nablo, of Haddam Neck, both members of the 
Stage 1 Cycling Junior Team, compete at last year’s Belltown Throwdown cyclocross 
event. This year’s event will take place at Camp Ingersoll in Portland on Sept. 12-13. 
Photo by William Kurtz.

By Anne Lilburn
Anyone who’s ever been curious about cy-

clocross racing will have a chance to see it up 
close and in person this weekend, Sept. 12-13, 
at Camp Ingersoll in Portland.

East Hampton-based Stage 1 Cycling Club, 
which is affiliated with AirLine Cycles, will be 
hosting the event, called the Belltown Throw-
down, which they expect to draw hundreds of 
cyclists over the two competition days. The race 
is part of the Project Mayhem Cyclocross Series, 
which features six races and three clinics at loca-
tions throughout the state of Connecticut.

Cyclocross, for those unfamiliar with it, is 
a form of bicycle racing that USA Cycling de-
scribes on its website as “a unique, non-Olympic 
discipline of cycling that can be best described 
as a cross between road cycling, mountain bik-
ing and steeplechase.”

“Cyclocross, often referred to as ‘cross’ or CX, 
is a sport that has its origins in Europe in the 
early 1900s,” according to USA Cycling. Cours-
es “can consist of grass, dirt, mud, pavement, 
short, steep hills, off-camber sections and a few 
obstacles. Obstacles may include low, wood 
planks (called barriers), stairs, unrideable steep 
hills, or logs. These force the rider to get off and 
remount their bike multiple times a lap. These 
technical elements along with the unpredictable 
weather and course conditions all add to the 
sport’s allure.”

“Cyclocross was basically started so that the 
road racers had something to do during the 
winter, and they would race in fields and stuff 
in Europe, and then the sport spread,” said Jake 
Kravitz, a Stage 1 team member who serves as 
a race announcer and also helps organize the 
event.

Kravitz, who lives in East Hampton, said the 
race had been part of the Connecticut race se-
ries since 2017, and originally took place at Nel-
son’s Campground before moving to the Had-

dam Neck Fairgrounds, and then eventually to 
Camp Ingersoll about five years ago.

The Camp Ingersoll course, he said, is rough-
ly 1.6 miles long, and involves some obstacles 
that can be traversed either by getting off the 
bike or by “bunny hopping” over them, beach 
riding through sand near the lake, and a hill that 
he said is not a joke.

“We’ve got a giant run up called the FOC 
Hill, because one of our sponsors is [brewing 
company] Fat Orange Cat,” he said. “One year 
we actually offered $100 to anybody who could 
ride up it without putting a foot down. It’s super 
steep. One person was able to do it towards the 
end of the day.”

Adult races will range in duration from ultra-
beginner 30-minute races to 50-minute pro-lev-
el events. There will also be shorter kids’ races 
and a 10-minute-long, free, non-competitive 
event for kids 10 and under on a separate mini-
course.

AirLine Cycles owner Brian Holdt said this 
event, and the store’s sponsorship of the Stage 
1 Cycling Club, were important parts of the 
business’ connection to the community. Holdt 
noted he has been involved with Stage 1 Cycling 
since its early days, when it was affiliated with 
a bike store in Wallingford where he worked as 
a teenager. The club began at that shop back in 
1987, but started to dwindle after the Walling-
ford store closed. When Holdt opened AirLine 
Cycles a decade ago, he revamped it and started 
to build the team up again.

Kravitz said that the event would include rid-
ers ranging in age from 5 to 75, and said that 
he expected some past national champions to be 
competing as well. He said he loved cyclocross 
as a sport, for both competing and spectating, 
because “there are so many opportunities to see 
racers on the course and so many opportunities 
for spectators. Because of the short track nature 
of it, you might do five, six, seven, eight laps of 

a short course in the 45 minutes that your race 
is – so if your family comes to see you, you get 
to go by them a whole bunch of times and they 
get to cheer for you.”

He said cyclocross events were festival-like, a 
“like a party with a bike race,” with music and 
food trucks that made the sport particularly 
well-suited towards spectating.

He also said that the event would include two 
introductory clinics on Friday night for those 

who might be curious about the sport. Those 
clinics will be hosted by two former national 
champions, Ellen Noble and Stephen Hyde. 
People can bring their bike and try it out, he 
said, and if they wanted to, they could sign up to 
race the next day in the novice/beginners’ race.

Anyone curious about the event can find 
more information at the Stage 1 Cycling Team 
Facebook Page, or sign up at www.bikereg.com/
belltownthrowdown1#Register.
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Stuart L. Jablon, D.P.M.
“BoarD CertifieD” Podiatrist – Foot Specialist

Our Office Is Now A ConnectiCare, United Heathcare, Aetna,
Harvard Pilgrim Healthcare, Blue Cross / Blue Shield, Cigna 

Participating Provider.
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“MEDICARE ASSIGNMENT ACCEPTED”
Complete Medical & Surgical Treatment of the Foot

• Sports Medicine • Geriatric Foot Care • Diabetic Foot Care • Arthritic Feet
• Skin Conditions • Flat Feet • Heel Pain • Fractures/Dislocations • Sprains/Strains

• Bunions • Hammertoes • Infections • Fungus Nails • Plantar Warts

By Appointment Only: (860) 295-8791
9-B South Main Street, Marlborough, CT

www.stuartjablondpm.com

24 Old Coach Road, East Hampton, CT 06424

www.BelltownRecycling.com

Family Owned & Operated 
Dumpster Rentals

Free Pick Up & Delivery

15 YARD - $525 (2 tons)
20 YARD - $625 (3 tons)
30 YARD - $725 (4 tons)
40 YARD - $825 (5 tons)

1 Week Rental
Book Today 

860-267-7140

RE5-30-25

For projects small or large, we have the right dumpster 
for you. Residential & Commercial Construction, House 

Cleanouts, Landscaping Debris, and Scrap Metal.

$99 Exam & X-Rays To
New Patients Without Insurance

Mention offer upon scheduling.

www.dentistofeasthampton.com
190 E. High Street, Suite 1
East Hampton, CT 06424

860-267-4900

Open Saturdays by appointment

NOW OFFERING Implants & 
Invisalign® to Our Patients
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All Your Dental Needs Under One Roof

NEW LOCATION!

Root Canals, Extractions, 
Cosmetic & General Dentistry

190 E. High St., Ste. 1
East Hampton, CT 06424

Dr.Dr. Dikshant Kathuria, DDS

Vocal Chords Seek New Members
The Middlesex Hospital Vocal Chords 

(MHVC) are searching for men and women to 
join the chorus. MHVC said it is especially in-
terested in expanding alto, tenor and bass sec-
tions. 

No auditions or prior experience are re-
quired. Rehearsals are Tuesdays, 6:45-9 p.m., at 
St. Francis Church’s Msgr. Fox Parish Hall, 10 
Elm St., Middletown, as MHVC prepares for its 
holiday concert on Sunday, Dec. 6, at 2 p.m., at 
Portland High School. New members may join 
until Sept. 8.

This community-focused group’s repertoire 

includes hits from past and present, along with 
classical and patriotic selections. The group cur-
rently has around 90 members; you do not need 
any affiliation with Middlesex Health to become 
a member.

Concert proceeds and funds from MHVC’s 
annual Patron Drive go back to the community 
through scholarships awarded to Middlesex 
County seniors who plan to study nursing or 
music. For more information, visit vocalcho-
rds20.org or call 860-342-3120. You can also 
find the Vocal Chords on YouTube and Face-
book. 

Program on Invasive Plants
There will be a presentation on Invasive 

Plants in Connecticut on Wednesday, Sept. 30, 
from 6:30-8 p.m., in the Mary Flood Room at 
Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave.

Rose Hiskes, the co-chair of the Connecti-
cut Invasive Plant Working Group, will share 
information on current invasive plants found 
in Connecticut. The presentation will include 

information on how we can identify the plants 
and what steps we should take to mitigate their 
role in our gardens and community.  

This event is sponsored by the Portland River 
Valley Garden Club and light refreshments will 
be served.  This event is open to the public, so 
register through the library’s website, at www.
portlandlibraryct.org.

From the Committee on Solidarity
Twenty-five years ago, at 8:46 a.m. on Sept. 11, 2001, a sunny, virtually cloudless, day in New 

York City, our lives and our world changed forever. I remember that my local television newscast 
was interrupted to show a passenger jet slamming into one of New York City’s iconic “twin tow-
ers.” As the smoke and flames made it obvious that hundreds of people had likely been killed, the 
shocked and horrified reporter wondered aloud at the cause of this terrible accident. 

Seventeen minutes later the second tower was hit by another jet. Within minutes of the rec-
ognition that these crashes were not accidental, came the voiced speculation as to whether other 
sites or government centers were at risk. About 35 minutes later we learned that the Pentagon 
had been hit by another plane and 25 minutes after that we learned of a jetliner crashing into a 
field in Pennsylvania.

Wherever you were and however you learned this news, it is likely that for most of the next 
24 hours, you watched repeated films of these events, you watched the towers crashing onto the 
streets of New York City and you held close to your friends and loved ones as you felt a vulner-
ability that you had never experienced. Coupled with that vulnerability was a feeling of helpless 
rage at what had happened to ‘us.’

As part of beginning our recovery, we mourned the almost 3000 deaths from that horrific day 
and we were supported by people across the country and people across the world. The editor of 
France’s largest newspaper wrote “We Are All Americans” and our president, George W. Bush 
said: “Today, our nation saw evil, the very worst of human nature. And we responded with the 
best of America – with the daring of our rescue workers, with the caring for strangers and neigh-
bors who came to give blood and help in any way they could.”

Later, we rewatched the films and memorized the stories of the lost as we supported each other 
in our months-long grief over this unimaginable act. President Bush called for national unity 
and prayers for the victims while citing the 23rd Psalm and telling us to fear no evil. He reas-
sured us that we would survive these awful events and that those responsible would be brought 
to justice. We were thankful for his leadership.

Reflecting on the anniversary of that terrible day, let us never forget the fear, the pain and the 
overwhelming sense of helplessness that we experienced but, more importantly, let us remember 
that in the days and weeks that followed, the pain and grief were eased by our solidarity and 
resilience as we supported each other; friends and strangers alike–regardless of race, age, gender 
or political party. As Maya Angelou wrote (and as we seemed to understand after 9/11) : “We are 
more alike, my friends, than we are unalike.”

In last month’s column, we celebrated indigenous peoples and described the Wangunk tribe 
of “River People” whose homeland included Portland and communities along the Connecticut 
River. By way of exciting follow-up news, please note that the Brownstone Quorum is planning 
a Wangunk memorial to be placed at the Portland Riverfront Park. Contributions to this memo-
rial may be sent to: Brownstone Quorum ℅ Tom Bransfield, P.O. Box 420, Portland, CT 06480 
Attn: Wangunk Memorial Fund.

Solidarity Book Club also invites community members to join us at the library at 1 p.m. on 
Sept. 26 for a discussion of the book This Book Is Anti-Racist by Tiffany Jewell. We invite the 
public to join us for our monthly meetings on the second Tuesday of every month at 7 p.m. (next 
meeting Oct. 13). You may join us in-person at the Waverly Senior Center or online at www.
portlandct.org/zoom, Zoom B (ID:352 700 8408, password: 113ct). Agenda, minutes, and gen-
eral information can be found at portland.org/solidarity-task-force. If you are interested in the 
committee, you do not have to be a member to participate! To learn more about the committee 
and its workgroups, email Portlandctsolidarity@gmail.com.

Portland Committee on Solidarity

First Congregational Church News
All are welcome to First Congregational 

Church, 554 Main St., for worship each Sunday. 
Pastor is the Rev. Judith Meyers. This week’s ser-
mon title is “On Dry Ground.”

Sunday Worship: Worship starts at 10 a.m. 
Fellowship Hour to follow.

Sunday School: On Sunday, Sept. 13, Church 
School will begin again. All are invited to Cel-
ebration Sunday and enjoy a Super Sundae Fel-
lowship Hour. This fall, students will follow the 
story of Moses – from his rescue as a baby to 
the journey toward freedom. Children will ex-

plore Bible stories through hands-on activities. 
Sunday School is for children ages K-8th grade.

 Year-Round Giving: Neighbors in Need 
collects donations for the Portland Food Bank. 
Items needed are canned soups, beans, Chef 
Boyardee items, peanut butter, protein bars, 
canned proteins, individual snacks, fruit cups 
and juice boxes.

For more information about church services 
or activities, go to firstchurchportlandct.org or 
call 860-342-3244.

Portland Library News & Notes
Portland Library, 20 Freestone Ave., has an-

nounced the following events. Registration is 
required for all programs unless noted. To 
register and for full program descriptions, visit 
the calendar of events at www.portlandlibraryct.
org. or call 860-342-6770. The library is also on 
Facebook and Instagram.

Hours: Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m. - 
8 p.m., - Friday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m., - Saturday 10 
a.m. - 3 p.m. Holiday Closing: The library will 
be closed Monday, Oct. 12, for Columbus Day.

September is Library Card Sign-Up Month 
– A Library Card Hits All the Right Notes!: 
Visit the library any time in September to sign 
up for a library card, or show us your library 
card to win a small prize. Did you know that 
you can listen to music on Hoopla with your 
library card? Ask to hear what PPL is listening 
to. Then guess which member of the library staff 
is listening to which album to be entered into a 
raffle. The winner chooses a book to add to the 
library’s collection.

Children’s Programs: Fall Storytimes: Space 
is limited. Preschool Storytimes (ages 3-5): 
Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. through Oct. 27. Tod-
dlers and Tots Storytime – Mother Goose on 
the Loose (ages 0-2): Wednesdays at 10:15 and 
11:15 a.m. through Oct. 28. 

Here There Be Dragons!: Thursdays at 3:30 
p.m. Sept. 17, 24, Oct. 1, for grades 3-5. Dive 
into a world of dragons in this three-week pro-
gram. Create your own dragon eyeballs and 
eggs, forge your own weapons to battle some 
ferocious dragons in the library, and work to-
gether to escape a dragon’s lair escape room. 

Teen Advisory Board: Monday, Sept. 21: 3:30 

p.m., for students in grades six and up. Are you 
interested in helping plan programs and pick 
out materials for the library? Come for an in-
troductory meeting and let staff know what 
you want to see at the library. No registration 
required. Snacks will be provided.

Adult Programs: Photo Exhibit Reception 
– “Portland x Portland”: Saturday, Sept, 12, 1 
p.m. In this special exhibit, 13 Portland photog-
raphers – Susanne Anderson, Gabriela Andrew, 
Michael Beck, Dan Castelli, Beau Doherty, Chris 
Edie, Terry Grady, Chris Graham, Janet Lopes, 
Cara Mac, Lucinda Patrick, Sarah Weeden and 
Frank Winiski – will offer their perspectives of 
their hometown. This reception is sponsored by 
the Friends of the Portland Library. The exhibit 
will run through Oct. 8.

Weekly Knifty Knitters Group: Every Satur-
day, 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m.  Adults of all experience 
levels are welcome to drop in, share ideas, get 
helpful knitting tips and chat with others who 
enjoy knitting and crocheting. Note: There is no 
meeting on Sept. 5, because the library will be 
closed.

Book Clubs: Mystery Lovers Book Club: 
Tuesday, Sept. 15, 1 p.m. The Maid by Nita 
Prose will be discussed. Book Club for Soli-
darity and Community: Saturday, Sept. 26, 1 
p.m. This Book Is Anti-Racist by Tiffany Jewell 
will be discussed. 1st Thursday Night Book 
Club: Thursday, Oct 1, 6:30 p.m. The River We 
Remember by William Kent Krueger will be dis-
cussed. Talk About Books: Tuesday, Oct. 6, 1 
p.m. Fresh Water for Flowers by Valerie Perrin 
will be discussed.

Movie: Wednesday, Oct. 28, 1 p.m. Practical 
Magic (1998; rated PG-13) will be shown. Run 
time is 108 minutes.

Zion Lutheran News & Notes
Zion Lutheran Church is located at 183 Wil-

liam St. All are invited to participate in worship. 
Sara Stall-Ryan is pastor. 

Worship Notes: Zion offers Sunday worship 
each week at 9 a.m. The worship service is held 
outside once each month, weather permitting. 
The next outdoor service is scheduled for Sept. 
27. Bring a comfortable chair. All are welcome.

Learning:  Rally Day, fun for all and regis-
tration for Sunday School, will follow worship 
on Sept. 13. Sunday School for children ages 3 
through 8th grade will be begin the following 
Sunday, Sept. 20.

Men’s Ministry:  Zion is initiating a  Men’s 
Group that will discuss and work on church 

projects and service projects around town. Call 
Jerry Peuse at 860-894-2880 for more details.

Year-Round Giving: Collected pull tabs 
are donated to the Ronald McDonald “House 
that Love Built,” supporting families with seri-
ously ill children. Zion recycles computer ink 
cartridges to support office supplies for Sunny 
Hill Preschool and Zion. Pull tabs and used ink 
cartridges may be dropped off at the church on 
Sunday morning, or by calling the church office.

For more information about any church ac-
tivities, or if you are in need of pastoral assis-
tance, call 860-342-2860, email zion.lutheran@
snet.net, or visit zionlutheranportland.org.

Crafters, Vendors Wanted
Crafters and vendors are wanted for are want-

ed for two events coming up this fall at Trinity 
Church, 345 Main St. Space is available for $20 
for each event. 

The first event is a Fall Craft and Vendor show 
on Sept. 19, with spaces located on the field next 
to the church. The second event is a Holiday 
Craft and Vendor Show on Nov. 21, which will 
be held inside the church. 

Space is limited for both events.  For ad-
ditional information and a registration form, 
email carol.hill@comcast.net.

Kindergarten Registration
Valley View School is holding kindergarten 

registration for the 2026-27 school year.
Parents/guardians whose children will be five 

years of age on or before Sept. 1, 2026, should: 
contact Valley View School at kregistration@
portlandct.us to indicate if you will be regis-
tering your child for kindergarten.  Please pro-
vide your child’s full name, date of birth, phone 
number, address, and parent’s names.

  Further information regarding kindergarten 
registration will be provided once you contact 
the school.  

Ye Olde 
Barber Shop
860-633-1552

882 Main Street
South Glastonbury

TUES-FRI 8:30-5, SAT 8-2
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Like us on 
Facebook

RivereastNewsBulletin
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Taking a vacation or a day trip soon? Or simply going out to dinner? 
Bring the Rivereast with you! Whether it’s across the globe or across 
town, we want to see where you’ve been! Simply snap a photo with 
the Rivereast, send it to bulletin@glcitizen.com and, if printed, you’ll 
receive a gift card to Campagna Restaurant in Portland! Further details 
are listed below. Happy travels!

Where in the World is the Rivereast?

Campagna
Restaurant 
& Lounge

Submit your travel photo holding the 
Rivereast News Bulletin, and you will win 
a $25 Gift Card to Campagna Restaurant if  
your photo is one the four entries selected!

To enter, email your photo and
address to: bulletin@glcitizen.com

Fine Italian & American Cuisine151 Marlborough Street (Rt 66), Portland

Where 

in the 

World?

$25 GIFT CARD?
??

?
Going on a trip?

Bring along the Bulletin!

The Raleighs and the Rivereast… Mark and Amy Raleigh from Marlborough, and 
their three kids, recently went to Cape Cod – and they definitely brought along the 
Rivereast! 

The Paper at Pikes Peak… Beth Cunningham, from East Hampton, brought the 
Rivereast to the top of Pikes Peak in Colorado.

Rivereast in Paris… This summer, Sebastien Waltz from Amston visited France with 
his family, staying in several cities including Rouen, Caen, Vannes, and Paris. High-
lights include visiting the Alabaster Coast, D-Day beaches, Mont Saint Michel, Côte 
Sauvage, as well as important sites in Paris such the Eiffel Tower, Arc de Triomphe, 
Louvre Museum, and the Catacombs. Pictured here is Sebastien with the Rivereast 
News Bulletin in front of Notre-Dame Cathedral in Paris. 

Rivereast in Maine… On Maine’s Mt. Desert Island, (where you’ll find Acadia 
National Park and Bar Harbor), in Southwest Harbor you will find a food establish-
ment named Charlotte’s Legendary Lobster Pound. Charlotte Gill is the owner, and 
she sedates her lobsters before their popped in the pot for consumption. Debbie and 
John Walden – with their fur girl Grace – celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary 
on July 17.
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Gilead Congregational Church News
Gilead Congregational Church, an Open and 

Affirming Congregation located at 672 Gilead 
St., has announced the following. For more info, 
visit gileadchurch.ucc.org. church, email gcc@
gileadchurch.net, or call the Parish House at 
860-228-3077. The church office is open at the 
GCC Parish House Monday-Thursday, 10 a.m.-
2 p.m. The weekly bulletin is at gileadchurchucc.
updates.church.

Worship – Summer Hours in Effect: Sun-
day worship is at 9:30 a.m. Services can also be 
viewed online at YouTube at www.bit.ly/Gilead-
ChurchUCC and on Facebook at tinyurl.com/
GileadChurchUCC. The church will return to 
fall hours on Sunday, Sept. 20, with worship at 
10 a.m. and coffee hour at 11 a.m.

This Week: Saturday, Sept. 12, 9:30 a.m., Wise 
Warrior Yoga in Garden (weather dependent); 
Sunday, Sept. 13, 11 a.m., Board of Missions 
meeting in Parish House Conference Room; 
Monday, Sept. 14, 9:30 a.m., Online Bible Study 
via Zoom; Monday, Sept. 14, 7 p.m., Board of 
Christian Education meeting in Parish House 
Conference Room; Tuesday, Sept. 15, 7:30 p.m., 
AA Meeting in Fellowship Hall; Wednesday, 

Sept. 16, 9:30 a.m., Wise Warrior Yoga in Gar-
den (weather dependent); Wednesday, Sept. 16, 
10:45 a.m., Book Group in Social Hall; Wednes-
day, Sept. 16, noon, Women’s Fellowship Meet-
ing in Social Hall; Thursday, Sept. 17, 7 p.m., 
Church Council Meeting in Parish House Con-
ference Room.

Upcoming Events: Sept. 11th Silent Reflec-
tion: All are invited Friday, Sept. 11, from 8:45-
9:05 a.m., in the Garden of Remembrance, for a 
quiet moment of reflection in remembrance of 
the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. There will 
be no stories or speeches, but simply 20 minutes 
of silent presence and togetherness. 

Sunday School Kickoff: Celebrate the fall 
kickoff of Gilead’s Sunday School and Youth 
Group programs during worship on Sunday, 
Sept. 20, at 10 a.m. Registration is now open; 
contact the church office to have your kid in-
cluded.

Card-Making with Gayle: Create one-of-a-
kind seasonal cards Thursday, Sept. 24, at 6 p.m. 
Cost is $15 per class with a portion of proceeds 
benefitting the Connecticut Food Bank.

Parks and Rec News & Notes
Hebron Parks and Recreation is offering the 

following. For full program descriptions – in-
cluding costs – and to register, please visit he-
bronct.recdesk.com/community or call 860-
530-1281.

Youth Basketball: Registration is open for 
the Recreational basketball program, for grades 
K-12.

Grip n’ Rip Fall Tennis: Tuesdays, Sept. 15 
and 22, 4:30-5:30 p.m., at RHAM High School. 
Develop new skills and techniques through ac-
tivities, drills, and games. The classes will be run 
by Shaun Keane, who has over 20 years of run-
ning tennis clinics to a variety of ages. Instruc-
tion will be differentiated among the levels of 
the players in the clinics to ensure each player is 
improving on their skill set. 

Home Alone Safety for Kids: Saturday, Sept. 
12, 5-6:30 p.m., at Gilead Hill School. This is a 
class for boys and girls ages 8-13 who are left 
home alone. This interactive course will cover 
safety concerns parents have when their chil-
dren are by themselves.

Babysitters Training: Saturday, Oct. 3, 9 
a.m.-2 p.m., at Gilead Hill School. This is an 
entry-level course intended to teach age-ap-
propriate skills necessary to care for children of 
all ages using team babysitting, mother’s helper 
and individual babysitting concepts. The course 
focuses on safety with emphasis on prevention. 
Basic first aid, including adult and child CPR 
(requires passing written and skills testing to 
receive a two-year certificate) included. Book-
let, handouts and Babysitter Safety Certificate of 
completion included. Please bring lunch. Regis-
tration deadline: Thursday, Oct. 1, 5 p.m.

Thursdays: Weekly Shopping Trip (locations 
vary), 8:15 a.m.; Massage, 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; 
Yoga, 9-10 a.m.; Sunshine Singers, 10:15-11:45 
a.m.; Tai Chi, 10:15-11:15 a.m.; Mahjongg, 
12:45-3:15 p.m.; Bingo, 1-3 p.m.

Fridays: Enhance Fitness via Zoom with 
Paul Smith, 9-10 a.m.; FABBS, 10:45-11:45 a.m.; 
Caregiver Support Group (3rd Friday), 11 a.m.-
12:30 p.m.; Golden Oldies Men’s Social Group 
(4th Friday), 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

United Brethren of Hebron Synagogue News & Notes
United Brethren of Hebron Synagogue, locat-

ed at 10 Church Street (Route 85) in the center 
of Hebron, invites all to welcome in the Jewish 
New Year by participating in High Holiday ser-
vices. 

Rosh Hashanah begins on the evening of 
Friday, Sept. 11, at 6:30 p.m., with a Zoom ser-
vice. On Saturday morning, Sept. 12, meet to 
worship in person beginning at 9:30 a.m. at the 
synagogue.  A special children’s service will be 
held first, at 9 a.m.  At the end of the morning 
service, all are invited to come for apples, honey 
and cake to welcome in a sweet new year.

Yom Kippur begins with an evening Kol 
Nidre service at 6:30 p.m. at the synagogue on 
Sunday, Sept. 20. The next morning, Monday, 
Sept. 21, Yom Kippur services start at 9 a.m. 
with a children’s service.  Then, services for all 
ages begin at 9:30 a.m. with the additional Yiz-
kor service held at approximately 11 a.m. and 
the closing service beginning at 5:30 p.m.  The 
closing service will also be on Zoom. A break-
fast potluck dinner will be held around 6 p.m. at 
the synagogue.  

There is no charge to attend services.  All are 
welcome.

In keeping with the holiday season, the syna-
gogue asks those who attend services to bring 
a bag of food for the Hebron Interfaith Human 
Services (HIHS) food bank, or to make a mon-
etary donation to HIHS.

The historic synagogue building needs a new 
roof and other major renovations, and United 
Brethren asked all to consider donating to its 
capital campaign. To learn more, go to the Go-
FundMe site at www.gofundme.com/f/support-
united-brethren-hebrons-vital-work.

United Brethren of Hebron offers a flexible, 
inclusive approach to Judaism. The synagogue 
combines elements from both the Conserva-
tive and Reform traditions in its services, and 
its membership includes interfaith families and 
couples. 

If you are interested in attending services, be-
coming a member or would like to learn more 
about the synagogue, call 860-337-3618, email 
ubofhebron@gmail.com or visit www.ubofh-
ebron.org.

The Worship Center News & Notes
The Worship Center, a non-denominational 

Christian church, holds services and programs 
at 99 Marjorie Circle (unless noted). For more 
information and full program descriptions, visit 
worshipcenter.church and click on the ‘events/
calendar’ link, or call 860-228-4442.

Worship: Services are Sundays at 10 a.m. and 
are also broadcast on social media. Connect 
with the library at www.facebook.com/Wor-
shipCenterCT, youtube.com/@worshipcenterct 
and instagram.com/theworshipcenterct.

Adult Bible Study: Every Sunday at 9 a.m. 
The study, on the First Epistle of Peter, is led by 
Elder George Logan. The theme is “Standing 
Firm in Grace: A Call to Holiness in a Hostile 
World.” All adults welcome. 

Kingdom Women: Women’s Bible Study: 
Meets in-person every first and third Thursday 
from 6:45-7:45 p.m., at the church. The study 
will continue on the book of Psalms. Zoom ac-
cess is available. Upcoming: Thursday, Sept. 17.

Youth Ministry: Grades 6-12 are invited 
every first and third Friday of the month from 
6:30–9:30 p.m. for activities, games, Bible les-
sons, dinner, dessert, and community. Upcom-
ing: Sept. 18.

Virtual Prayer Night: Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m., via 
Zoom. Contact the church office or website for 
a link and meeting ID. 

One-to-One Confidential Christian Care: 
Provided by Stephen Ministry to people in dif-
ficult life situations. If in need of help, call the 
church office.

TWC Upward Running Club: Upward Run-
ning at The Worship Center. This class is de-
signed to improve faith, fitness and fellowship 
within our community through a walking and/
or running program custom made for your fit-
ness level. Download the app, or contact the 
church office for more details. A new 12-week 
class is happening now. Training sessions meet 
at the church on Saturdays from 8–9 a.m., cul-
minating with a 5k in late November/early De-
cember.

September Luncheon: Sunday, Sept. 13. 
All are invited after the 10 a.m. service as the 
church kicks off a New England fall season 
with favorites like barbecue pork and barbecue 
pulled chicken, and homemade macaroni and 
cheese. Served up with complementary sides, 
the church will wrap up the event with desserts 
from the orchard, plus more. All are welcome; it 
is not necessary to bring a dish to attend. 

Youth Ministry: Grades 6-12 are invited to 
come every first and third Friday of the month 
from 6:30–9:30 p.m. at The Worship Center for 
activities, games, Bible lessons, dinner, dessert, 
and community. 

Good Shepherd Parish News
The Church of the Holy Family (CHF), lo-

cated at 185 Church St. (Route 85), Hebron, is 
yoked with St. Columba Church (STC) in Co-
lumbia, and together are members of the Catho-
lic Community of the Good Shepherd, with the 
Rev. Michael Phillippino serving as pastor. The 
parish office can be reached at 860-228-3727 
ext. 105 Monday-Friday, from 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Mass Schedule: Mass is offered at CHF Satur-
day at 5 p.m. and Sunday at 10 a.m., and at STC 
Sunday at 8 a.m. Visit www.goodshepherdct.org 
for weekday Mass times.

Sacrament of Reconciliation: The pastor is 
available for the sacrament at CHF on Thurs-
days at 7 a.m. and on Saturdays at 4 p.m., and 
at STC on Wednesdays at 7 a.m. and Sundays 
at 7:15 a.m., or by appointment (church phone 
ext. 110).

Praise Band and Choir Rehearsals: Both 
groups are currently on hiatus. All rehearsals 
take place at CHF from 7-8:30 p.m. and will 
resume Tuesday, Sept. 22, for the Choir and 
Thursday, Sept. 24, for the Praise Band. New 
voices and musical instruments are always wel-
come.

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults 
(OCIA): Meetings for this ministry will start 
Sunday, Sept. 27 in the CHF Parish House, af-
ter the 10 a.m. Mass. The sessions will run 11:30 
a.m.-1 p.m. and are open to adults who wish to 
join the Catholic Church, Catholic adults who 
have not yet completed the Sacraments of Ini-
tiation (Baptism, Holy Eucharist and Confir-
mation), and Catholic adults who wish to learn 
more about their faith. Email ocia@goodshep-
herdct.org for more information and to register.

Meat Donations for Hebron Interfaith Hu-
man Services (HIHS): The Community Out-
reach Committee is reaching out to parishioners 
to donate meat (any kind and amount) to HIHS. 
All meat donations must be delivered directly 
to HIHS on 26 Pendleton Drive, which is open 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9 a.m.–6 p.m., and 
Fridays, 9 a.m.–5 p.m. Contact Monica (860-
228-4211) for more information.

Cereal & Meatloaves for CSK: The Com-
munity Outreach Committee collects breakfast 
cereal each month for Covenant Soup Kitchen 
(CSK) in Willimantic; the next date is Sept. 13. 
Cereal donations are also welcome any time; 
place bagged donations in the oak collection 
box near the CHF Robing Room. The parish 

also provides meatloaves to CSK each month. 
Parishioners can deliver a cooked meatloaf to 
the freezer in the garage (use side entrance) 
closest to the CHF Parish House or the freezer 
in the STC church hall by the 4th Tuesday of the 
month. Meatloaves are delivered the next day. 
The next due date is Sept. 22. Contact Diane 
(860-508-9959) for more information.

Bicycle Drive for Windham Area Inter-
faith Ministry (WAIM): The Community 
Outreach Committee is supporting WAIM’s 
drive for rideable adult bicycles and working 
bicycle equipment (Ulocks, tire tubes, pumps, 
chains, helmets, etc.) for adult transportation. 
Donors can drop off bicycle and/or equipment 
donations at the CHF garage (use the left side 
garage door). Donations can also be brought to 
the WAIM loading dock on Riverside Drive in 
Willimantic on Tuesdays through Saturdays, 9 
a.m. to noon. The drive will continue through 
September.

Parish Picnic: The second annual parish pic-
nic will be held Sunday, Sept. 20, at Columbia 
Recreation Park. See the parish bulletin and fly-
ers in the church entryways for more informa-
tion and to sign up.

Project Hope (Homeless Shelter): The num-
ber of homeless people without any type of daily 
shelter has increased, as well as the percentage 
of those people ages 45-60 years old. To meet 
this need and to prepare for colder weather, the 
outreach manager requested the following: 2- 
and 3-person tents; size XL cold to frigid weath-
er sleeping bags; 8x10 and 10x12 tarps (green or 
brown, no blue); new and gently used (clean & 
in good condition, please) fall & winter men’s 
and women’s outerwear (coats, gloves, & hats); 
durable heavy crew socks, sweatshirts, sweat-
pants & hoodies; and hand and foot warmers. 
Contact Monica (860-228-4211) for more infor-
mation.

Homebound Ministry: The parish ministers 
to homebound parishioners who wish to receive 
the sacraments. Call the parish office (860-228-
3727 ext. 105 or 110) to set up a schedule.

Health Ministry: This ministry has wheel-
chairs and walkers available to parishioners 
who may need them. Contact the parish office 
(see info above) or email parishhands@good-
shepherdct.org for more information and where 
to donate.

New Town Manager Selected
Just before press time Wednesday, the Town 

of Hebron announced that Marc Strange, 
formerly the town administrator of Ludlow, 
Mass., has been selected as Hebron’s new town 
manager. 

Strange’s first day will be Sept. 21. Accord-
ing to a town press release, Strange has signed 
a four-year contract, with a renewal option of 
two years, and an annual salary of $170,000. 
The formal appointment will take place at the 
Town Council’s regular meeting on Sept. 17.

“Marc set himself apart during the inter-
view process with his focus on empathetic 
leadership, organizational management, and 
expertise in economic development,” Town 
Council Chair Tiffany Thiele, a Democrat, 
said in the press release. “His broad municipal 
experience, coupled with his legal background 
and public service, will serve the town well as 
we move toward a positive and exciting future 
together.” 

Strange stated, “I am truly honored to have 
the opportunity to serve as Hebron’s next 
town manager. From my conversations with 
the Town Council and throughout the selec-
tion process, I was struck by the genuine pride 
people have in this community and by the 
commitment of those who serve it.”

Strange added, “Hebron is a special place, 
and I am grateful for the trust the Council 
has placed in me. I look forward to getting 
to know the residents, employees, businesses, 
and community organizations that make He-
bron what it is. I am very excited to become 
part of the Hebron community and begin 
serving the town.”

As Ludlow’s town administrator since 2022, 
Strange served as the town’s chief administra-
tive officer, with oversight over personnel poli-
cies and procedures, contract negotiations, 
yearly overseeing municipal facilities and as-
sets, and acting as the town’s chief procure-
ment officer. He was involved in the planning, 
development, and presentation of the town’s 
budget proposals. 

Prior to this role, he was the Director of 
Planning & Community Development for the 
Town of Agawam, Mass., serving as the point 
of contact for the planning, conservation, sus-
tainability, and development community. 

Strange is licensed to practice law in Mas-
sachusetts and New York and served as a 
senior attorney for the New York State De-
partment of Taxation & Finance, authoring 
various tax opinions and litigating cases. In 
Massachusetts, his legal practice focused on 
employment litigation, including minimum 
wage, overtime, discrimination, and work-
ers’ compensation. His volunteer experience 
includes the Massachusetts Attorney General 
Office’s Open Meeting Law Advisory Commit-
tee; serving as a member of the Longmeadow, 
Mass. Select Board for three years; and sit-
ting on the Western New England University 
School of Law Alumni Association Board of 
Directors for three years.

Strange holds a bachelor’s degree in mar-
keting management from Syracuse Univer-
sity and a Juris Doctor from the Western New 
England College School of Law. He resides in 
Longmeadow, Mass., with his wife and two 
children.

The Hebron Town Council used the services 
of Strategic Government Resources (SGR) to 
oversee the search, with assistance from In-
terim Town Manager Donna Lanza. 

“We are grateful for SGR’s steady hand 
through this entire process, which was run 
professionally and without a hitch,” Thiele 
said in the press release. “We are also deeply 
grateful for the service of Donna Lanza. When 
I asked her to become interim town manager, 
she never hesitated to step forward and serve 
the town, once again. Her tireless efforts to 
keep the town moving forward through a busy 
and challenging time did not go unnoticed by 
the council, town staff, and residents. We can-
not thank her enough for all she has done for 
the Town of Hebron.”
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860-530-1781
www.ironchris.com

THE BEST TIME OF YEAR
F O R  O U T D O O R  D I N I N G

SADLER’S
R E S TA U R A N T  •  B A K E R Y

Warm evenings are made for outdoor dining.
Come enjoy good food and live entertainment

throughout the week on The Patio at Sadler's.
Daily food, beer & wine specials.

You gotta love the sound of this!

and Patio!

E A T A T S A D L E R S . C O M

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT TUES-THURS, & SUNDAY EVENINGS
(weather permitting)

61 north main street, marlborough  860.295.0006   
tuesday-saturday 11am-8pm, sunday 11am-7pm

20% OFF your whole check Tues. 9/8 after 4pm.
Half OFF Your second meal Wed. 9/9 after 4pm.

THE BEST TIME OF YEAR
F O R  O U T D O O R  D I N I N G

SADLER’S
R E S TA U R A N T  •  B A K E R Y

Warm evenings are made for outdoor dining.
Come enjoy good food and live entertainment

throughout the week on The Patio at Sadler's.
Daily food, beer & wine specials.

You gotta love the sound of this!

and Patio!

E A T A T S A D L E R S . C O M

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT TUES-THURS, & SUNDAY EVENINGS
(weather permitting)

61 north main street, marlborough  860.295.0006   
tuesday-saturday 11am-8pm, sunday 11am-7pm

Warm evenings are made for outdoor dining.
Come enjoy good food throughout the week

on The Patio at Sadler’s.
Daily food, beer & wine specials.

You gotta love the sound of this!

20% OFF your whole check Tues. 9/8 after 4pm.
Half OFF Your second meal Wed. 9/9 after 4pm.

61 North Main Street, Marlborough 860.295.0006 
Tuesday-Saturday 11am-8pm, Sunday 11am-7pm
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Online orders use code PATIO26
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LIVE MUSIC!
LOCAL VENDORS!
CLINIC TOURS!
FOOD TRUCKS!
TRACTOR RIDES!

Saturday
September 19th

1pm - 4pm

QUESTIONS?   
CALL 860-659-0848

Beckett & Associates 
Veterinary Services

1269 MAIN ST. 
GLASTONBURY

OPEN HOUSE
FREE 
EVENT!

Historical Society to 
Open Monthly

On Sundays, Oct. 7 and Nov. 8, from 11 a.m.-
2 p.m., the Hebron Historical Society, located 
at 26 Main St., will open its doors and welcome 
visitors to see its America 250 exhibit, which 
traces Hebron’s development from 10,000 years 
ago to modern suburb. 

“Defining a Sense of Place in an Age of Cyber-
space” is an exhibit organized around the theme 
that the land in Hebron has been shaped by the 
people and events that occurred in its past and 
will continue to be reshaped it in the future. 

Changes in the land due to global, national 
and regional events have all affected Hebron.  
The goal of the exhibit “Defining a Sense of Place 
in an Age of Cyberspace” is to allow visitors an 
opportunity to understand how a small town 
became interconnected with a wider world.

WAIM Fall Flea Market
Windham Area Interfaith Ministry 

(WAIM) will hold its Fall Flea Market, “Fifth 
Floor Treasures,” on Saturday, Sept. 19, from 
8 a.m.-noon, at 866 Main St., Willimantic.

Discover a one-of-a-kind indoor flea mar-
ket experience on WAIM’s fifth floor. Items 
range from snow shoes to microscopes, and 
everything in between.

Payment can be by cash, charge or check. 
WAIM (Windham Area Interfaith Minis-

try) is a social-service nonprofit that serves 
Andover and Hebron, as well as Ashford, 
Bolton, Chaplin, Columbia, Coventry, 
Hampton, Lebanon, Mansfield, Storrs, Scot-
land, Willington, Windham and Williman-
tic.

For more information, call 860-456-7270 
ext. 104 or Kathy Callahan at 860-228-0873.
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142 East High Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

www.drmantikas.com • 860-267-6666

Cosmetic Dentistry
Tooth Whitening 
Preventative Care

Implants & Restorations
Veneers • Crowns • Bridges

Dentures • Extractions
Root Canals • Laser Dentistry

George M. Mantikas, DMD
"Let us give you a reason to smile!"

New PatieNts welcome

St. Peter’s News & Notes
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, located at 30 

Church St., welcomes all to worship. Priest is 
the Rev. Ron Kolanowski. For more informa-
tion, visit stpetershebron.com or search for St. 
Peter’s Hebron on Facebook.

Sunday Worship: Starting this Sunday, Sept. 
13, St. Peter’s returns to two Sunday services at 
8am (Rite 1) and 10am (Rite 2). A coffee fellow-
ship gathering follows each service. The 10 a.m. 
service is streamed live on Facebook; visit www.
stpetershebron.com to join.  

Weekly Virtual Coffee Hour: Wednesdays at 
10 a.m., via Zoom. Call the office at 860-228-
3244 for Zoom information.

Sunday School Begins Sept. 13: Held during 
the 10 a.m. Sunday worship, Sunday School wel-
comes all preschool and school-age children.

 Fall Book Club Begins Sept. 14: Held Mon-
days from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., the Book Club 
will read and discuss Proof of Heaven – A Neu-
rosurgeon’s Journey Into the Afterlife by Eben Al-
exander, M.D.

 Roast Turkey Community Dinner: Satur-
day, Sept. 19, beginning at 4 p.m. All meals will 
be takeout. A portion of proceeds will be direct-
ed to Tara Farm Rescue, a local nonprofit ani-
mal sanctuary for abused or neglected animals. 

St. Peter’s Founders’ Potluck Supper: Satur-
day, Oct. 10, 5:30-7:30 p.m. Contact the office 
for more information.

 An 1800s Living History Encampment: 
Sunday, Oct. 11, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. St. Peter’s will 
host Revolutionary War re-enactors in the field 
adjacent to the parish hall.

Outreach: Food donations support the lo-
cal food pantries. A collection basket is in the 
church and outside the parish hall. St. Peter’s 
maintains a nature preserve in the center of He-
bron for use by local nonprofits. The church is 
also a supporter of Project Hope (homeless shel-
ter) in Willimantic.

Weekly Meetings: Contact the church for 
more information on the following: Balance 
Class: Mondays, 10:30-11 a.m., $5 – no Balance 
Class on Labor Day; Connect: Mondays at 2 
p.m.; Weekly Weeders/Garden Group: Mondays 
at 4 p.m.

 Monthly Meetings: Building and Grounds, 
Community Events planning, Finance, Liturgy, 
Pastoral Care and Vestry. Also, the Women’s 
Club typically meets the third or fourth Sunday 
each month for crafting and fellowship. The St. 
Peter’s 200th Anniversary Celebration Planning 
group meets the third Thursday of each month 
at 5 p.m. All are welcome to join. A Medita-
tion Class is held the fourth Wednesday of each 
month at 4:30 p.m. in the church sanctuary.  All 
are welcome.

Like us on Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin
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Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will 
be sent to each shipping address that includes 81081. Limit 2. Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last. 

Items may be substituted due to inventory limitations. Some products may not be available for sale in your area. 
Sales are subject to OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-use. Expires 12/31/26. 25M8931  |  Omaha Steaks, LLC

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399  |  1.833.897.4133
Ask for your FREE burgers with off er 81081XEL

Butcher’s Classic Pack
4  Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 oz.)
4  Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (5 oz.)
4  PureGround® Filet Mignon Burgers (6 oz.)
4  Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4  Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4  Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1  Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8  FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)
81081XEL    separately $323.93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE   

$12999

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

 
YOU TASTE IT TASTE IT

PICTURE PERFECT, NOW

Scan Now To Order

OmahaSteaks.com/ClassicPack7399

SAVE 60%
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WINE & DINE MENU
$80 per couple / $50 for single. 

Served Every Friday and Saturday

Serving Prime Rib Every Friday Night!
151 Marlborough St. (Rt 66), Portland • (860) 398-5411

OPEN 7 DAYS FOR LUNCH & DINNER

APPETIZERS
Stuffed Mushrooms Mushroom caps stuffed with seafood stuffing

Zuppa D’ Mussels Sauteed in fresh tomato sauce or white wine sauce
Fried Mozzarella Topped with marinara sauce

PASTA COURSE
Penne Aglio Olio • Penne with garlic and oil • Penne Marinara
Penne Alla Vodka Asparagus, sun dried tomatoes in a vodka blush sauce

SOUP OR SALAD Cup of soup of the day or garden salad 
DINNER CHOICES
Chicken Parmigiana 

Fine Italian Restaurant and Bar
Five Course Menu Offering on 

Sunday through Thursday
Five Course Meal $30.00 • 

$15 plate charge for sharing
— DINING ROOM ONLY —

Eggplant Rollatini Rolled eggplant 
stuffed with ricotta, prosciutto and roasted peppers

Chicken Marsala Sauteed with 
mushrooms, shallots in a marsala wine sauce

Stuffed Pork Chop Stuffed with 
broccoli, gorgonzola cheese and ritz 

crackers in a brown cognac sauce
Stuffed Sole Crab meat stuffing 

served over spinach
Balkan Meatballs Beef meatballs sauteed with scallions, 

roasted red peppers, grape tomatoes in a marsala cream sauce

DESSERTS – Ask your server for our selections

Hurry in!
Sale ends September 30,2026

Not to be combinedwith any other offer. 1.800.326.SHED
1979 - 2026

47 Years of Building Quality!

CarefreeColonial
w/Ramp IN STOCK!!
Reg $6,429

SALE $5,143

CarefreeDormerCottage
w/Ramp
Reg $8,270

SALE $6,995

CarefreeCottage
w/Loft & Ramp
Reg $9,331

SALE $7,895

CarefreeVinyl Cottage
w/Loft & Ramp
Reg $10,164

SALE $8,131

CarefreeHorse Barns
SAVE 20%!! IN STOCK!!
Reg $8,102

SALE $6,482

CarefreeVinyl Dutch
Garage w/Loft & Ramp
Reg $17,798

SALE $14,239

12x16 10x1210x12

14x24 10x16 10x16Stock #21125
Shown with
optional cupola

Example
10x16 Run In

Two Great Locations: Colchester 860-267-7600 | Clinton 860-664-1620

We’re also available at Diroma Home & Garden Center, Griswold 860-591-1066
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HURRYIN – SALE ENDS SEPTEMBER 30TH!!
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CAREFREE’S HARVEST SAVINGS SALEthe
SAVE UP TO 20% THIS FALL AT CAREFREE!

CIT8-20-26

Hurry in!
Sale ends September 30,2026

Not to be combinedwith any other offer. 1.800.326.SHED
1979 - 2026

47 Years of Building Quality!

CarefreeColonial
w/Ramp IN STOCK!!
Reg $6,429

SALE $5,143

CarefreeDormerCottage
w/Ramp
Reg $8,270

SALE $6,995

CarefreeCottage
w/Loft & Ramp
Reg $9,331

SALE $7,895

CarefreeVinyl Cottage
w/Loft & Ramp
Reg $10,164

SALE $8,131

CarefreeHorse Barns
SAVE 20%!! IN STOCK!!
Reg $8,102

SALE $6,482

CarefreeVinyl Dutch
Garage w/Loft & Ramp
Reg $17,798

SALE $14,239

12x16 10x1210x12

14x24 10x16 10x16Stock #21125
Shown with
optional cupola

Example
10x16 Run In

Two Great Locations: Colchester 860-267-7600 | Clinton 860-664-1620

We’re also available at Diroma Home & Garden Center, Griswold 860-591-1066

P
A
T
IO

F
U
R
N
IT

U
R
E

G
A
R
A
G
E
S

C
U
P
O
L
A
S

S
T
O
R
A
G
E

B
U
IL

D
IN

G
S

G
A
Z
E
B
O
S

VISIT US ONLINE AT WWW.CAREFREEBUILDINGS.COM

P
L
A
Y
H
O
U
S
E
S

HURRYIN – SALE ENDS SEPTEMBER 30TH!!

0%
Intere

st
For 12

month
s

for qua
lified b

uyers!

CAREFREE’S HARVEST SAVINGS SALEthe
SAVE UP TO 20% THIS FALL AT CAREFREE!
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Gold & Silver Price is at an all time high.
Looking to buy:

Sterling Silver Flatware
Sterling Serving Pieces

Gold and Silver Jewelry in ANY Condition
Gold and Silver Coins

Collectible Coins

Not Sure? Bring it In!

Buying Used Jewelry, 
Sterling Flatware and Coins

Come on down for $$$$ on the spot!

1100 Main Street, 
East Hartford, CT 06108

Call us with any questions!  860-289-8015
Open: Monday-Friday 10:30 am-5:30 pm 

Saturday’s 9-4

Buy SellESTATE JEWELRY • GOLD • ANTIQUES • COINS

ricksrealestategroup.com
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860-930-3469
1 Main Street

East Hampton
Each office is independently 

owned and operated

Rick Berkenstock Lyn Stuart

Christ Lutheran Church News and Notes
Christ Lutheran Church and Early Childhood 

Center (daycare) is located at 330 Church St.
Worship Service with Pastor Matthew 

Hardaway: 9-10 a.m. Sundays. All are welcome. 
People unable to attend services in person can 
participate online at www.facebook.com/clch-
ebron/live.

Bible Studies: Sundays at 10:30 a.m., follow-
ing service and fellowship time. All are wel-
come. 

Early Childhood Center (Daycare): Offers 

childcare, preschool, and before/after school 
care, and is open to all children, regardless of 
faith. For more information, call director Jenni-
fer Johnson at 860-228-5134. Application forms 
are at www.clecchebron.org.

Caring Shepherds Social Ministry Group: 
There are open food pantry days held to distrib-
ute food staples, household and hygiene items 
as well as Bibles and prayers.  For more infor-
mation about donating or participating in food 
pantry days, call 860-228-1152.
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St. Peter’s  Turkey Dinner
 St. Peter’s Episcopal Church will hold its 

next monthly community dinner on Saturday, 
Sept. 19, from 4 p.m. until 5:30 p.m. or sold 
out. The church is located at 30 Church St. (Rt. 
85) in Hebron.  

The menu will include turkey breast, gravy, 
stuffing, mashed potatoes, cranberry sauce, 
green beans, roll, and your choice of dessert. 
The cost is $18.

 This is a takeout-only dinner, with no 
preorders or reservations. Two car hops will 
come to your vehicle as you line up in the 
parking lot. They will take your money, num-
ber of meals, and dessert choice. They will re-

turn with your change and meal and place it 
in your vehicle. You will not need to get out 
of your vehicle. Cash or credit card will be ac-
cepted.

The church said this is a very popular meal, 
and advised people to arrive early. If the 
two lots are filled, and the meal is ready, the 
church said it may start 15 or 20 minutes be-
fore 4 p.m.

 As part of the St. Peter’s outreach pro-
grams, a portion of each meal sold this month 
will go to the Tara Farm Rescue in Coventry. 

For more details, call the church at 860-
228-3244 or visit www.StPetersHebron.com.  

CIT8-27-26CIT9-10-26

Join us
at Arbors! 

Thursday, 
September 24th 
1:00 – 3:30 PM 

403 West Center St, 
Manchester, CT

 
For a flu shot, RSVP: 

860.647.9343

Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron •  Hebron •  Hebron • Hebron •  Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron • Hebron
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Come join us for LUNCH!
Monday-Saturday 

11:30am-4:00pm

OR ORDER 
ONLINE!

17 North Main Street 
Marlborough, CT 06447 

860-365-5940
Full Bar

Family Owned & Operated
Monday - Wednesday 11:30am-8pm 
Thursday - Saturday 11:30am-9pm

Sunday 3pm-8pm (dinner only)

Happy Hour Mon. - Fri. 4-6pm

10% OFF Your
Lunch w/this Ad www.zinascucina.com

Farmers MarketFarmers Market
Hosted by Zina’s CucinaHosted by Zina’s Cucina

Every Wednesday through October 14, Every Wednesday through October 14, 
from 4-7from 4-7pmpm.  Located on the .  Located on the 
Marlborough Town GreenMarlborough Town Green

SNAP/WIC/ Seniors coupons are accepted by our farmers.SNAP/WIC/ Seniors coupons are accepted by our farmers.

Wednesdays:Wednesdays:
1/2 price1/2 price

bottles of winebottles of wine
at Zina’s!at Zina’s!

3 LOCAL OFFICES

90+ REAL ESTATE AGENTS

INVESTED IN THE COMMUNITY

www.carlguild.com
(860) 474-3500

Buy or sell with me...  Use my truck for free!
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4 LOCAL OFFICES
100+ REAL ESTATE AGENTS
INVESTED IN THE COMMUNITY

3 LOCAL OFFICES

90+ REAL ESTATE AGENTS

INVESTED IN THE COMMUNITY

www.carlguild.com
(860) 474-3500

Buy or sell with me...  Use my truck for free!

Won’t You Be My Neighbor?
Gilead Congregational Church (672 Gilead 

St.) invites children, families and neighbors 
from the community to come Sunday, Sept. 20, 
for the church’s Sunday School Kickoff.

Inspired by Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood, this 
year’s theme, “Won’t You Be My Neighbor?”, is 
an invitation to welcome one another, care for 
one another, and make room for everyone in the 
neighborhood. 

Also on Sept. 20, the church will kick off its 
fall worship schedule, with worship at 10 a.m. 
and coffee hour at 11 a.m. Sunday School vol-

unteers are invited to a Teacher Appreciation 
Breakfast at 9:30 a.m. before worship.

After worship, families are invited to stick 
around for Popsicles, activities and photo op-
portunities. 

That evening will also bring the first Youth 
Group meeting of the new year.

Paper registration forms are available in the 
church entryway, or register online through the 
form linked in the church newsletter, which is 
accessible at gileadchurchucc.updates.church.
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Your Local Medicare Specialists
Let Us Help You Navigate Medicare

• Free personalized consultations

• Trust our capable team for your
 Medicare needs

• Dedicated to satisfying customers

• Providing exceptional Medicare
 solutions & quality plans

• Family owned & operated for over 30 years

7 Dickinson Road
Marlborough, CT

860-295-9350 R
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We do not offer every plan available in your area. Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do offer in your area. We are licensed with AARP, Aetna, Anthem BCBS, 
CarePartners, Cigna, ConnectiCare, Humana, Trinity, UnitedHealthCare, and Wellcare. Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all of your options.

HealthCare
Associates
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860-295-3939

Always Accepting 
New Patients & Clients!

PRIVATELY OWNED, NON-CORPORATE

21 S. Main Street
Marlborough, CT

IN THE CENTER 
OF TOWN NEAR 

THE BIG Y. 
MON.-FRI. 9am-3pm

Hebron Property Owners!!!
Thinking of selling or buying?

Call Jim Celio – Century 21 AllPoints Realty
50 YEARS OF LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERIENCE

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Transactions Closed
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022 – 2023 – 2024**

Hebron’s #1 Agent – Total Closed Market Volume
**2016 – 2017 – 2018 – 2019 – 2020 – 2021 – 2022 – 2023 – 2024**

**Based on ranking of ALL agents as compiled by CT MLS.

Want References and Recommendations?
Please visit the link below to view unfiltered reviews and comments

on Jim’s performance from past buyer and seller clients!
www.realsatisfied.com/Jim-Celio

For complete professional real estate service:
Call Jim Celio Today 860-463-2563

17 Main Street, Hebron, CT 06348 • Office 860-228-9425 Ext: 2107

Jim Celio, Associate Broker
Century 21 AllPoints Realty

Cell: 860-463-2563
Email: jimcelio@aol.com
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Design Build

Maintain

Big enough to be professional – Small enough to be personal

A trusted 
landscape 

company serving 
Glastonbury and 

surrounding towns
since 1979.

860-659-5757
www.generallandscaping.comMember

of BBB
CT Lic

#555660
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860-633-4554

Does Your Driveway Need Help?

www.NewEnglandBlacktop.com
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BLACKTOP

NNew EEngland
INC.
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SLocally Owned & 

Operated

• Driveways 
• Parking Lots
• Roadways

Driveway Replacement 
Specialist

• Fast Dependable Service
• Experienced Staff
• Competitive Pricing

Satisfying All of Your Paving Needs in Glastonbury!Celebrating 53 Years ofQuality Service!– SINCE 1973 –
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18 Liberty Dr., Hebron (behind the Hebron Post Office)

OPEN 24/7

Everyday Low Price $10.00 Basic Wash
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860-228-WASH

Wash the POLLEN off your car!

RE2-28-25

APPOINTMENTS
RECOMMENDED

9A South Main St., Marlborough, CT
FOR MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN

860-295-9366
HOURS: TWF 8:30-5:30, THU 8:30-7:30, SAT 8-3

Senior Center News & Notes
Russell Mercier Senior Center has announced 

the following programs. For more information, 
see the online senior newsletter at hebronct.
com/town-departments/senior-center, or call 
the center at 860-228-1700. Registration is re-
quired for all programs, unless noted, by call-
ing the center or stopping in. If the program 
has a fee you must pay at the time of registration 
with cash or check. Register at the programs/
transportation office window.

Special Events: Popcorn and a Movie: Mon-
day, Sept. 14, 1 p.m. Michael will be shown. The 
film tells the story of Michael Jackson’s life be-
yond the music. Rated PG-13, the movie runs 
two hours and seven minutes. 

Lunch and Legislative Update with State 
Rep. Steve Weir: Wednesday, Sept. 16, 12:30 
p.m. Join state Rep. Steve Weir (R-55th District) 
for lunch and a legislative update. A light lunch 
will be provided for free.

Back to School Trivia Challenge: Monday, 
Sept. 21, 1 p.m. This free trivia game will fea-
ture a variety of categories. Teams will compete 
for bragging rights. Light refreshments will be 
served.

AARP Driver Safety Class: Tuesday, Sept. 
22, 8:50 a.m.-1 p.m. Cost: $20 for AARP mem-
bers/$25 for non-AARP members, payable by 
cash or check. You may be eligible for a multi-
year discount on your auto insurance. 

Ten Warning Signs of Dementia: Wednes-
day, Sept. 23, 1 p.m. Dr. Howard A. Selinger, 
chairman of the Department of Family Medi-
cine at the Frank H. Netter, MD School of Medi-
cine at Quinnipiac University, will lead this free 
presentation on how to recognize the signs of 
dementia. 

Trips: The Big E: Wednesday, Sept. 23. Cost 
$5 per person; tickets can be purchased online 
or at the gate. It’s Connecticut day at the Big 
E! Leave the driving to the center and skip the 
parking hassle.

Leaf Peeping Kayak Trip with Wanderlust 
EcoTours: Friday, Oct. 16, 8:15 a.m. Cost is $65 
per person. Enjoy a relaxed, guided kayaking 
trip designed for beginners and nature lovers 
alike. Paddle the Mattabesset River in Crom-
well at an easy pace, taking in the brilliant col-
ors of fall reflected in the water. All equipment 

included. The event is beginner-friendly; mini-
mum physical requirements required to be able 
to paddle and enter and exit a sit-inside kayak.

Annie at the Goodspeed Opera House with 
Lunch at the Gelston House: Thursday, Dec. 3. 
Cost is $112 per person (includes transporta-
tion, ticket, and lunch). Space is limited; pur-
chase tickets by Oct. 3.

Recurring Daily/Weekly Happenings: Some 
programs have a fee, and some are no-cost, and 
most require pre-registration. More informa-
tion in the monthly newsletter or at the senior 
center.

Monday through Friday:  Exercise Equip-
ment Room, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., or 9 a.m.-noon on 
Fridays.

Mondays: Massage, 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; En-
hance Fitness via Zoom with Paul Smith, 9-10 
a.m.

Tuesdays: Tech Connect Appointments, 9-11 
a.m.; Knitting/Crocheting Group, 10:15-11:45 
a.m.; Hand and Foot Canasta (cards), 12:45-
3:15 p.m.; Card-Making, 1-2:15 p.m. (pre-reg-
istration required).

Wednesdays: Enhance Fitness via Zoom with 
Paul Smith, 9-10 a.m.; Free Zumba Gold Video, 
10:15-11:15 a.m.

Douglas Library News & Notes
Douglas Library, located at 22 Main St., has 

announced the following. For a full listing of 
weekly events and more information, call the 
library at 860-228-9312 or visit douglaslibrary.
org.

Adult Programs: Friday Films: No movie 
Friday, Sept. 11. On Sept. 18, Disclosure Day 
(rated PG-13) will be shown.

Beginner Pilates: Saturday, Sept. 12, 10-11 
a.m. This is a beginners Pilates class taught by 
Doug Gomez of Pathways to Peace Yoga. Bring 
your own mat for floor exercises. Registration 
is required.

Quiet Reading Club: Saturday, Sept. 12, 2:45-
4 p.m. Settle in with a good book (your own or 
one of the library’s) for an hour of quiet reading 
time after the library closes.

Cookbook Club: Tuesday, Sept. 15, 6:30 p.m. 
Each month, read a different cookbook and 
each person will choose a recipe to make and 
share with the group. 

Book Discussion: Wednesday, Sept. 16, 7 
p.m. This month, read and discuss My Friends 
by Fredrik Backman at the American Legion. 
Must be over 21 to attend.

Red Cross Blood Drive: Sunday, Sept. 22, 1-6 
p.m. Register to donate blood at redcross.org.

D&D Club: Will start again Friday, Sepe. 25, 
at 3:30 p.m., and Saturday, Sept. 26, 12:30 p.m. 

Children’s Programs: Lego Club: Mondays, 
4-5 p.m. All builders are invited to come build 
some Lego creations. There will also be a special 
Saturday edition of the club on Saturday, Sept. 
19, from noon-1 p.m.

Storytime is Back!: Tuesdays at 10:15 a.m., 
for Toddler Storytime and Thursdays at 10:15 
a.m., for PreK storytime.

Homeschool Hangout: Wednesday, Sept. 
16, 1 p.m. Come and meet other homeschool 
families. Learn about a historical place, person, 
or STEM activity each month. Geared for ages 
5-10. Registration requested. 

Solar Project Discussed at Council Meeting
By Toriana Williams

The Town Council continued discussing the 
proposed Hebron Solar One Project at its meet-
ing on Sept. 3. The council also heard a detailed 
report on the town’s senior services, where offi-
cials warned that the number of older residents 
has grown sharply while the department’s bud-
get has stayed nearly flat.
Town Seeks Party Status for Solar Project

At an Aug. 27 special meeting, the council 
voted to ask for “party status” in the Hebron 
Solar One project proposed for property on 52 
Meeting House Road.

Filing for party status would place Hebron 
on the service list, which means any informa-
tion related to the project would be sent to the 
town. The board noted that the Connecticut Sit-
ing Council has sole decision-making authority, 
and that the project proposal concerns private 
property the town does not own.

The motion was passed via a tight 3-2 vote. 
Council chair Tiffany Thiele and vice chair Jan 
Lawrence, both Democrats, and Republican 
Sean Fitzgerald, voted in favor, and Democrat 
Claudia Riley and Republican Keith Petit voted 
against. 

The council also discussed during the Sept. 3 
meeting whether to ask for a public hearing on 
the project. In the end, members decided not to 
add that to their request. Lanza explained that 
a public hearing was not required, and that the 
state could choose whether or not to hold one 
even if Hebron asked for it.

Fitzgerald said that asking for a hearing would 
go beyond the reason for the council’s original 
vote. “This is purely informational,” he said.

He added, “We want to remain a business-
friendly town, and a public hearing tips into 
business unfriendly.”

The council said its goal was to learn more 
about the project and keep residents informed. 
The project also led to a larger discussion about 
noise.

Petit said that large power inverters, such as 
ones included in this project, can create a steady 
humming sound. He discussed creating a town-
wide rule for that type of noise, rather than a 
rule aimed at one company or property. The 
proposed rule could deal with “ongoing persis-
tent operations,” said Petit, and could focus on 
commercial or industrial equipment.

“This is not meant for residential use, as far 
as like a homeowner with an outside generator,” 
he said.

Members also talked about the need to make 
sure any new rule could actually be enforced. 
They recalled a broader noise ordinance that 
Hebron had tried years ago, but many residents 
opposed it.

The council said the possible new rule would 
be different because it would focus on long-last-
ing industrial or electronic noise, not normal 
sounds from homes.

“It would be something known that before 
a company even comes in, they know, ‘Look, I 
have to be a good neighbor, I have to abide by 
these rules,’” said Petit.

The council agreed to keep researching the 
idea and put it on the list of issues for the new 
town manager.

Senior Services Face Growing Demand

Also at the Sept. 3 meeting, Senior Services 
Director Sharon Garrard-Hoffman presented to 
the council her department’s operational review.

The numbers presented showed a major 
change in Hebron’s population. The town now 
has 2,601 residents ages 60 and older, or about 
29.58% of the town’s population. That number 
has significantly increased since 2004, when 
there were 804 residents in that age range.

“So there’s been quite an increase in the se-
nior population in the time that I’ve been here,” 
said Hoffman.

At the same time, the senior services budget 
has barely grown, according to Hoffman.

She said the budget is now $456 less than it 
was about 15 years ago, even though seniors 
make up a much larger share of the town’s popu-
lation than in the past. Program development, 
meetings and conferences have faced cuts as 
other costs, such as utilities and office supplies, 
have gone up.

The program development budget is now 
$2,000, and about $800 of that is used for re-
quired music and movie licenses.

“When we subtract that from the $2,000, 
it leaves us very little for programming,” said 
Hoffman.

She described how the department serves se-
niors in many ways, such as providing activities, 
social services and transportation. It also helps 
people with benefits, heating assistance, Medi-
care questions and other needs.

The department provides about 2,000 rides 
each year, said Hoffman, but finding drivers has 
become difficult.

“They have to have a passenger endorsement, 
which takes months for them to get,” she said. 
She added that all of the department’s driv-

ers are retirees, who also need time away from 
work.

“So to have some fill-in drivers would be ex-
tremely helpful,” said Hoffman.

The department is also looking at its aging ve-
hicles. Hoffman recommended using a federal 
grant to help buy an accessible minivan. The 
town’s share could be about $15,000, with the 
grant covering 80% of the cost.

Road Markings, Winter Salt
The council also approved a bid waiver and 

awarded a street-marking contract to Safety 
Markings.

Paul Forrest, director of public works, said 
the town spends about $20,000 each year on 
road marking. He added that the current com-
pany does a decent job, but the lines are not al-
ways as straight or consistent as he wanted.

“They don’t seem to be up to where I want to 
see it,” said Forrest.

Safety Markings offered to paint at night, so 
the lines would be fresh in the morning. The 
council voted unanimously to approve the con-
tract.

The council also approved a winter salt supply 
contract with Leed Salt.

Other Town Business
Lanza said the town had received its audit for 

the 2023-2024 fiscal year.
“It’s been a long time coming, and it’s good to 

have it done,” she said.
She also reported that the town had received 

funding for a bond anticipation note for Gilead 
Hill School. The town is seeking bids for attor-
ney services and is also working on requests for 
on-call architects, a fire truck lease and audit 
firms. The capital improvement budget process 
was set to begin the following week.
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61-B Main Street, Hebron, CT 06248
860.228.8221  • hebrontravel@cs.com

SINCE 
1994

Whether you are looking for warmth in the 
winter, or Alaska in the summer, or Mississippi 

and European Rivers are beckoning you...

...NOW is the time 
to start planning 

your cruise!

Call Hebron Travel 
Today!

Community Fund Accepting Grant Applications
The Hebron Community Fund at the 

Greater Hartford Gives Foundation is now 
accepting grant applications for projects that 
strengthen the wellbeing, vibrancy, and resil-
ience of the Hebron community. 

Applications opened Sept. 3 and are due 
Oct. 15 at 11:59 p.m. 

Full details of the Request for Proposals 
(RFP) – including funding priorities, eligibil-
ity guidelines, and how to apply – are available 
at GreaterHartfordGives.org/hebroncf. Also at 
the website are eligibility guidelines, examples 
of past funded projects, and more informa-

tion. 
The Hebron Community Fund Commit-

tee is a group of volunteer residents who help 
identify local needs, shape grant priorities, 
and review proposals for projects that en-
hance quality of life in town. The committee 
makes grant recommendations to the Greater 
Hartford Gives Foundation. 

In the most recent grant cycle, the fund 
awarded over $26,000 to 12 local organiza-
tions, with individual grants ranging from 
$760 to $5,000. 

Call
860-633-4691

or
email your 

classified line 
ad to admin@
glcitizen.com

Classifieds
Pay 

The Glastonbury 
Citizen

&
Rivereast

News Bulletin
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Senior Center Plans to Party for 25th Anniversary
By Toriana Williams

The Marlborough Senior Center is turning 
25, and what better way is there to celebrate 
than with a party?

On Saturday, Sept. 19, the senior center, lo-
cated at 17 School Drive, will open its doors for 
a free anniversary party that promises an after-
noon full of fun. From 1 p.m. to 4:30 p.m., there 
will be food, live music, a car show, caricature 
drawings, games and more.

The senior center is using this chance to look 
back at the past 25 years and to look ahead to 
what comes next.

“The 25th anniversary is a community cel-
ebration,” said Shoshana Merced, director of 
human and social services for the town of Marl-
borough. “It’s a celebration of years past and a 
new chapter for the senior center.”

The fun will begin with an opening ceremony 
where Town Manager David Porter and Mer-
ced will give special remarks. Two people who 
helped make the senior center a reality will also 
be honored: the center’s first and former direc-
tor Vi Schwartzmann, as well as Emma Lou 
Cranfield, the first president of the Marlbor-
ough Senior Citizens Club and longtime mem-
ber of the senior center.

State Sen. Cathy Osten (D-19) and state Rep. 
Steve Weir (R-55) will also present a special rec-
ognition to the senior center for its 25th anni-
versary. Then, it’s time to party.

The Silk City Jazz Band from Manchester will 

be performing. The group plays music from 
the Big Band era, said Merced, including swing 
songs, ballads and other lively tunes. Merced 
said the band will be just one part of all the fun 
to be offered.

“In addition to the fantastic live music, we 
will also have a photo booth, free caricatures, 
oversized yard games, ice cream trucks, hors 
d’oeuvres, vintage and classic cars and a celebra-
tion goodie bag,” she said.

The best part? Everything is free.
“We’re looking forward to celebrating with 

our longstanding members of the community 
and meeting new ones,” said Merced.

A Dream That Took Years
When describing the history of the senior 

center, Merced shared that its story began long 
before the building opened. In 1977, about 20 
residents came together to start the Marlbor-
ough Senior Citizens Club. The group wanted 
to help older residents learn, socialize and build 
friendships.

The club grew quickly. Within two years, it 
had become an important part of the communi-
ty, said Merced. Its membership reached about 
70 people. The only problem was that the group 
did not have a permanent home.

Meetings were held in many places, including 
the American Legion, a church, a bank commu-
nity room and schools.

“It was obvious that a senior center was des-

perately needed,” said Merced.
In 1998, the town received a $500,000 com-

munity development grant to help build the se-
nior center. Three years later, the dream became 
reality.

On Sept. 21, 2001, town officials, staff, mem-
bers of the Senior Citizens Club and community 
members gathered for the grand opening.

Now, about 1,100 older adults live in Marl-
borough. Senior center membership has also 
doubled in the past year and continues to grow.

More Than a Place to Visit
The senior center isn’t just a place to play 

games or grab a cup of coffee. It helps older 
adults stay active, connected and healthy. Senior 
centers can offer exercise, healthy living pro-
grams, learning opportunities, food programs 
and help with social services.

For Merced, one of the best parts of the job is 
watching people connect.

“Some of my favorite moments at the senior 
center are when I see the members connecting 
between themselves,” she said.

Sometimes those connections are between 
people whose children went to school together 
many years ago. Other times, they’re neighbors 
who see each other often but finally get a chance 
to sit down and catch up.

“I love seeing that moment of connection and 
community,” said Merced. She also enjoys help-
ing members try something new.

There can be some anxiety when people step 

outside of their comfort zones. But after they try 
a new activity, Merced likes hearing what they 
thought about it.

“I find it a tremendous honor to share these 
moments with them,” she said.

Merced said her work has taught her some-
thing important about people.

“It’s a daily reminder to me that no matter 
your age or background or income status, there’s 
such a unity in our shared human emotions,” 
said Merced.

The Party Is Only the Beginning
Don’t be fooled. The senior center doesn’t 

plan to slow down after the anniversary party. 
Merced and the Commission on Aging plan to 
conduct a townwide survey of older adults. The 
goal is to learn what people in Marlborough 
want and need.

That could help the senior center create new 
programs, activities and trips. And there will 
certainly be plenty of fun this fall.

“There is no slow season at the senior center. 
It’s busy and busier,” laughed Merced.

Currently on the schedule is a costume party 
in October, a Thanksgiving event in November 
and an ugly sweater party in December.

But first comes the anniversary party, which 
has received significant support from the town.

“We are extremely grateful to the community, 
our sponsors and all of the elected officials for 
their participation,” shared Merced.

Senior Center News and Notes
Marlborough Senior Center, 17 School Drive, 

is open for activities. For more information 
about any senior center program, or to regis-
ter, call 860-295-6209 or email socialservices@
marlboroughct.gov. Also contact the senior 
center for a list of regularly occurring weekly 
and monthly programs, such as billiards, Mah-
jongg, chair massage, the Cookbook Club, Par-
kinson’s Disease Exercise Class, blood pressure 
screenings, and more.

Senior Center Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8 
a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Friday, 8 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Thin Blue Line: Thursday, 9/17, 10 a.m. Au-
thor Greg Dillon will share his story-turned-
book, about a former FBI agent who discovers 
FBI misconduct, and is subsequently demoted, 
harassed at home and threatened with termina-
tion. Even after a major courtroom victory and 
landmark decision, the agent realizes retaliation 
has only just begun.

Senior Center 25th Anniversary Party: Sat-
urday, 9/19, 1-4:30 p.m. The party will feature a 
live swing band, ice cream truck, photo booth, 
games, car show and more. All are welcome. 
The event will be held rain or shine.

Birthday Club: Tuesday, 9/22, 1-2 p.m. Sep-
tember birthdays will be celebrated with cake! 
Open to all friends and family. It does not have 
to be your birthday month to celebrate; how-
ever, if it is please RSVP.

Big E – CT Day: Beckish Senior Center in 
Columbia has invited the Marlborough Senior 
Center along on its Big E trip on Wednesday, 
Sept. 23. Cost is $25/person for coach transpor-
tation. Departs from Beckish Senior Center at 
10 a.m. and returns approximately 7 p.m. Lim-
ited seating is available.

Open Discussion on Open AI: 9/30, 1-2 
p.m. Paul A. Kriksciun has dedicated his career 
to helping organizations navigate complex tech-
nology and now focuses on making artificial 
intelligence accessible and understandable for 
everyone. All are invited to come learn and ask 
questions.

Friendship Tours: GermanFest at the East 
Hill Farm in New Hampshire: 10/8. Enjoy a 
homemade Oktoberfest Luncheon, then listen 

to live German music by Al Brogdon’s four-
piece Oompah Band. Stop at Yankee Candle’s 
flagship store in South Deerfield, Mass. Cost is 
$158/person. More information available at se-
nior center. 

Social Services: Senior Farmers Market 
Nutrition Program: Electronic benefit card, 
preloaded with $40. For use at participating 
farmers markets to purchase fresh fruits and 
vegetables, eggs, honey, and fresh cut herbs. 
Use at the Marlborough Farmers Market every 
Wednesday. For Marlborough residents only. 
Income limit: Household 1 - $2,461/month, 
Household 2 - $3,337.

Food Bank: Located at 3 Wilhenger Drive, 
and can be reached at 860-295-6008. There is 
an open house Tuesdays from 10 a.m.-noon and 
4-6 p.m. The food bank is open to qualified resi-
dents in need.

Eversource: There are low-income discount 
rates available for electric bills. Proof required; 
by appointment only.

Renters Rebate: Rebates are available for 
renters age 65+ or disabled. Checks up to $700 
for singles and $900 for couple. Rebate is based 
on a graduated income scale and the amount of 
rent and utility payments (excluding telephone) 
made in the calendar year prior to the year in 
which the renter applies. For more information 
call the assessor’s office at 860-295-6201. For 
application assistance, call the senior center. 
Renter’s Rebate runs through Sept. 30. 

 Meals on Wheels: Provides meals and daily 
visits for people 60 years of age and over, and 
their spouses or caregivers. Apply directly with 
CRT by calling 860-560-5848, or call the senior 
center for a referral.

Transportation: Rides to medical appoint-
ments, employment, essential services, the Se-
nior Center and recreation activities are avail-
able to seniors and people with disabilities. 
Transportation is available Mondays and Tues-
days only. Rides must be reserved two business 
days in advance. Call 860-295-6209 for more 
information. Visit www.marlboroughct.gov for 
the complete transportation policy.

‘The Human Library’ Coming Oct. 17 
The public is invited to a special event called 

The Human Library on Saturday, Oct. 17, from 
10 a.m.-2 p.m., at Marlborough Congregational 
Church. The event is sponsored by the Coalition 
on Diversity & Equity (CoDE), a nonpartisan, 
educational nonprofit organization serving An-
dover, Columbia, East Hampton, Hebron, and 
Marlborough. 

The Human Library is like a regular library 
only instead of checking out paper books, read-
ers check out human Books. The human Books 
are people who have experienced discrimina-
tion or bias because of their lifestyle, beliefs, 
physical condition, heritage, religion, or iden-
tity. The human Books are all volunteers, most 
of whom come from the area. At the event, 
people can have 30-minute conversations with 
the Books they’d like to talk with. They can ask 
questions about the Book’s life and their expe-

riences. At Human Library events, Books have 
shared how it is to be blind, homeless, a gang 
leader, a tribal leader, having ADHD, surviving 
sexual abuse, and growing up in foster care.

The program was developed 26 years ago in 
Copenhagen, Denmark, and since then there 
have been Human Library events in over 85 
countries. In the United States, there are about 
five Human Library events each month. To 
learn more, visit humanlibrary.org.

 This event is made possible by donations 
from the William Caspar Graustein Memorial 
Fund, Hochberg Committee for Holocaust and 
Human Rights Education at Temple Bnai Israel, 
Gilead Congregational Church, Marlborough 
Bakery & Café, and in-kind support from Marl-
borough Congregational Church.

 For more information about CoDE, visit 
www.code-diversity.org.

Country Line 
Dancing Fundraiser

There will be a Country Line Dancing fun-
draiser Friday, Sept. 11, from 6-9 p.m., at the 
Marlborough American Legion, 128 East 
Hampton Rd.

Aric Lemeiux of Sound Train Music will DJ 
and lead country line dancing. Cost is $10.  Feel 
free to bring your own snacks. There is a cash 
bar. The event is open to the public.

Setback Tournament
There will be a Setback Tournament Friday 

Sept. 18, at the American Legion Post 197, 128 
East Hampton Rd. Registration is at 6 p.m., and 
the games start at 6:30 p.m. 

This is a Round Robin-style tourna-
ment, and cost is $10 per person. Prizes 
will be awarded for first, second and third 
place. There will also be raffles and a 50/50. 
(All proceeds go to the ladies auxiliary.) 
For more information, contact Sharon at 860-
805-6917.  

September Concert
at Arts Center

For this month’s 4th Friday @ The Arts Café, 
Marlborough Arts Center, 231 N. Main St., will 
present Lara Herscovitch in concert on Friday, 
Sept. 25, at 7:30 p.m.

Herscovitch is a singer/songwriter, poet-
performer, author, and Connecticut’s 14th state 
troubadour.

Tickets are $15 and available at the door. 
Doors open at 7 p.m. 

Lara Herscovitch

Town-Wide 
Tag Sale Coming

Marlborough Parks & Recreation is organiz-
ing the annual Town-Wide Tag Sale, coming up 
Saturday, Oct. 3, from 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Registra-
tion forms are available in Town Hall or online 
at www.marlboroughct.gov.

Registration fee is $25 with a deadline of Oct. 
1; no exceptions.

Thrift Shop Reopens Friday
Second Blessings Thrift Shop, located on the 

lower level at the Marlborough Congregation-
al Church, 35 South Main St., will open for the 
fall season for sales and donations on Friday, 
Sept. 11, from noon to 3 p.m., and Saturday, 
Sept. 12, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

The shop will be open Fridays and Saturdays 
through December 19. The shop currently fea-
tures Halloween, Thanksgiving, and fall home 
décor, vintage items of all kinds, new and 

nearly new kitchen and housewares, cook-
books, puzzles, adult and children’s books, 
jewelry and much more.  The Christmas shop 
is open for early holiday shopping. 

The shop accepts cash, checks, and charge. 
Second Blessings sells specialty items year-
round through eBay at bit.ly/MCCebay.

For more information, visit the church web-
site at mcc.marlcongchurch.org.

Correction &
Clarification

In last week’s issue, it was stated that Marl-
borough’s Board of Education Chair Ray-
mond Morris was a Democrat. This is incor-
rect. He is unaffiliated.

Also, a misplaced quote may have led to 
some misinterpretation about who will vote 
on bids submitted for an upcoming build-
ing project. To clarify, only the Marlborough 
Elementary School Building Committee will 
vote on the bids – not the Board of Educa-
tion as a whole.

The Rivereast regrets the errors.

Marlborough
Farmers Market

Zina’s Cucina is hosting the Marlborough 
Farmers Market every Wednesday until Oct. 14, 
from 4-7 p.m., on the Town Green. 

Attendees can expect live music and artisanal 
goods such as goat milk soaps, fresh fruits and 
vegetables, baked goods, a variety of crafts and 
more.

The first 100 shoppers will receive a free 
Marlborough Farmers tote bag. Produce farms 
selling at the market will also be accepting WIC 
and senior vouchers.

Local Art at Town Hall
Marlborough Arts Center has announced a 

new solo art exhibit of local artist Arlene S. Cav-
alieri. Her paintings will be displayed at Town 
Hall from August through October.

Cavalieri’s work includes oils and acrylic. 
Her compositions often feature ocean and pond 
scenes as well as landscape, animal and floral 
subjects.

Marlborough Arts Center presents three-
month solo exhibitions for member artists in 
the Marlborough Town Hall’s hallway. For in-
quiries regarding Cavalieri’s paintings, contact 
Barbara Lazzari in Town Hall’s tax collector’s of-
fice or contact Marlborough Arts Center at 860-
467-6353 or info@marlborougharts.org.
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Marlborough’s Lee Enters Professional Ranks

By Josh Howard
Since graduating RHAM High School in 

2020, Marisa Lee’s basketball journey has fea-
tured multiple stops on the East Coast, and she 
will now play professionally overseas.

Lee, a Marlborough native, signed her first 
pro contract with Kriva Palanka – a women’s 
professional basketball club competing in the 
Prva A Liga of North Macedonia.

“Honestly, it’s pretty crazy,” Lee said of her 
next roundball adventure in Europe. “I always 
had a dream of playing professionally, but for it 
to actually come true doesn’t feel real.”

Her path to the professional basketball has 
featured several ups and downs, followed by 
multiple twists and turns. 

In high school, she helped RHAM win the 
program’s first and only state championship 

with a 58-35 victory over Farmington in 2018, 
capping a 24-1 season with a Class L state title. 
As a junior, she led the team in both points and 
rebounds and then was a team captain her se-
nior season. 

Lee graduated from RHAM in the heart of 
the COVID-19 pandemic before choosing to 
stay local and play Division I basketball at the 
University of Hartford where she began with a 
COVID-condensed season as a freshman before 
the Hawks’ athletic programs transitioned from 
a Division I program to a Division III one when 
she was a sophomore. 

Following her second collegiate season, Lee 
decided to enter the transfer portal – which 
permits student athletes to place their name 
in an on-line database declaring their desire to 
transfer and to seek other opportunities – and 

looked at a few different schools around the 
country before ultimately choosing American 
University in Washington D.C.

She spent the next two seasons playing Divi-
sion I hoops for the Eagles in the nation’s capi-
tal before moving back to her home state for 
her final two collegiate seasons, transferring to 
Southern Connecticut State University.  

At Southern, Lee helped the Owls reach the 
NCAA Division II tournament in both seasons 
and was part of the 2026 team that captured the 
Northeast-10 Conference championship. It was 
the program’s first conference championship in 
nearly two decades. 

Throughout her time at the trio of colleges, 
she obtained a pair of degrees, most recently 
earning her master’s degree in exercise physiol-
ogy from SCSU.  

Now, following seven years at three different 
universities, her next basketball pivot is to the 
professional ranks.

In heading to the pros, she is overcoming a 
series of setbacks that have defined her as a per-
son and a player.    

The end of her high school experience was 
marred by a pandemic and her college hoops 

experience was hindered with injuries, so Lee 
noted that playing at the next level was some-
thing she could only dream about.  

“Basketball is my life and I can’t imagine a life 
without it,” explained Lee, who left this week to 
join her new team. 

“I’m feeling all the emotions – excited to meet 
my coach and teammates, experience the cul-
ture, and hopefully win a championship,” she 
added. “I’m nervous too. New situations can 
always be scary, but I’m just so grateful for this 
one.”

In North Macedonia, a country in southern 
Europe, Lee will join a title team after showing 
what she can do against elite competition. At the 
Eurobasket.com combine held in Atlanta this 
summer, she was the second-best ranked player, 
prompting her opportunity abroad.  

When Lee transferred from UHart to Ameri-
can in 2022, Lee noted that she was “itching” to 
see more of the world and now at her next desti-
nation, she will get the opportunity to play pro-
fessionally in a place roughly 5,000 miles from 
Marlborough. 

“Reflecting back on where I was then and 
where I am now – it feels surreal,” she said.

Marisa Lee, a graduate of RHAM High School, will play professional basketball in 
Europe. Lee is pictured shooting a baseline shot against the University of Connecticut.

Lee was a standout player at RHAM, helping the program to their first and only state 
title in 2018. Following graduation, she played at three different universities and will 
now join the professional ranks overseas. 

Fire Department Chicken Barbecue
The Marlborough Fire Department will host 

its 70th annual Chicken Barbecue on Sunday,  
Oct. 4, from noon-2 p.m., at Station No. 1 on 
Route 66 in Marlborough Center.

Tickets are $20/person and include a meal 
of half a chicken, freshly made coleslaw, a 
baked  potato, a dinner roll, and a dessert. The 
fire station will be open for those who wish to 
dine in. Additionally, the Women’s Auxiliary 
will host a bake sale.

This annual event has a history of selling out 
quickly, the fire department said. Due to high 
demand and a limited number of tickets, resi-

dents are encouraged to secure theirs as soon 
as possible. Tickets are being sold door-to-
door by Marlborough firefighters. 

If a firefighter has not visited your home, 
you can purchase tickets by calling the fire-
house at 860-295-6219 or Captain Todd Co-
hen at 860-573-0428. Leave a message with 
your name, address, and the number of tickets 
you need. Tickets will also be able for pick-up 
at Marlborough Plastics, 350 North Main St.

Tickets are sold on a first-come, first-served 
basis.

Congregational Church News & Notes
Sunday Worship at Marlborough Congrega-

tional Church, located at 35 South Main St., is 
held at 10 a.m. in the air-conditioned sanctuary. 
The service is also broadcast live every Sunday at 
mcc.marlcongchurch.org and recorded for later 
viewing. Church pastor is the Rev. Valerie Seaver. 
Sunday school resumes next Sunday, Sept. 20, on 
Rally Day. Children are always welcome at the 
worship service. The deacons have provided qui-
et activity bags, found in the narthex, for young-
er children to borrow and enjoy at services, and 
bulletins with word games, mazes, and picture 
finds for Sunday school-age children.

Sept. 13: The service will be led by Seaver. 
Her sermon title is “The Mathematics of Mercy,” 
based on Matthew 18:21-35 and Romans 14:10-
12. After worship, all are invited to Coffee Hour 
in the Thienes Lounge for snacks and refresh-
ments.

Weekly Program: Senior Stretch and 
Strengthen meets Fridays from 9:45-10:45 a.m., 
upstairs in the Thienes Lounge. Cost is $25 per 
class. Try it for free on Sept. 4. All are welcome.

AA: The church sponsors three weekly meet-
ings: Wednesdays at noon in the Youth Room 
and at 7:30 p.m. in the Community Fellow-
ship Hall, and Thursdays at 6 p.m. in the Youth 

Room.
ACA meets Tuesdays at 7 p.m. in the Youth 

Room.
Outreach: The church collects non-perish-

able food items year-round for Marlborough 
Food Bank with a basket located in the narthex 
for Sunday worshippers to bring donations. The 
next church-sponsored Drive Thru Café, for 
Marlborough Food Bank clients and their fami-
lies with tickets, will be Sept. 27. Mission-giv-
ing through September will go to Community 
Partners in Action Resettlement Program that 
provides comprehensive reentry services from 
basic needs to medical care, for women reenter-
ing society from York Correctional.

General Information: Marlborough Con-
gregational Church is an Open and Affirming 
faith community and all are welcome.   The 
church does not pass a collection plate, but free-
will giving boxes are found by the doors in the 
sanctuary. Donations can also be made through 
the church website, or mailed to the church at 
P.O. Box 57, Marlborough, CT 06447. For more 
information on the church or its programs, call 
Seaver’s direct line at 860-295-0432, email her at 
pastorval@marlcongchurch.org, or contact the 
church office at office@marlcongchurch.org.

Grief Share Support Group to Start
A Grief Share support group will begin Tues-

day, Sept. 29, and will run every Tuesday until 
Dec. 8. The first session will begin at 4:30 p.m. at 
Fellowship Community Church, 24 South Rd., 
and run until 6:30 p.m. Attendees will be given 
a schedule for subsequent sessions at the first 
group meeting. 

The group consists of 13 videos and discus-
sion sessions, with the last session on Tuesday, 
Dec. 8, which will be the last video and a Cel-
ebration of Life to honor your loved one.

The sessions include watching a video, group 
discussions, and doing the sections pertaining 
to the video in the workbook at your leisure.

Grief Share features nationally recognized ex-
perts on grief recovery topics. Seminar sessions 
include “Is This Normal?” “The Challenges of 
Grief,” “Grief and Your Relationships,” “Why?” 

and “Guilt and Anger.” This is not a consecu-
tive program. If you have started a Grief Share 
program before and have not finished or come 
in the middle of the sessions, you may still par-
ticipate again.

There is a $25 one-time registration fee, 
which includes the workbook. You will get the 
workbook at the first session. If you have already 
paid the registration fee from the previous Grief 
Share program, you will not need to pay again.

For more information, call 860-338-1060 or 
email shopgirl53@sbcglobal.net. Registration 
is on GriefShare.org. Click ‘Find a Group’ and 
look for Fellowship Community Church. You 
may register there to see the schedule for the 
sessions and other information pertaining to 
Grief Share.

Parks and Rec. Programs
Marlborough Parks & Recreation has an-

nounced the following. For full program 
descriptions or to register, visit www.marl-
boroughct.gov. For more information, call 860-
295-6203. 

Youth Programs: Soccer Shots: Saturdays, 
Sept. 12-Nov. 7, at the West Road upper field. 
No session Oct. 10. Mini, for age 2, meets 3-3:30 
p.m., and fee is $105/resident, $110/non-res-
ident. Classic, for ages 3-5, meets 4-4:45 p.m., 
and fee is $113/resident, $118/non-resident.

After School Co-Ed Kickball: For grades 5 & 
6. Wednesdays, 3:15-4:15 p.m., Sept. 16-Oct. 21, 
at MES. Registration fee is $30.

Sparkling Spinners: Dance class for ages 3-5. 
Wednesdays, 4:30-5 p.m., Sept. 16-Nov. 18, at 
Dance Dynamics in Hebron. Fee is $150.

Tiny Twirlers: Dance class for ages 2-3. 
Tuesdays, 6-6:30 p.m., Sept. 15-Nov. 17, or Sat-
urdays, 9:30-10 a.m., Sept. 19-Nov. 21. Classes 
held at Dance Dynamics in Hebron. Fee is $150.

Skyhawks Multi-Sport Tots: Wednesdays, 
Sept. 23-Oct. 28, at Marlborough Elementary 
School. Ages 2-3.5 meet 5-5:45 p.m., and ages 
3.5-4 meet 6-6:45 p.m. Parent participation re-
quired for ages 2-3.5. Fee: $102/resident, $107/
non-resident.

Mad Science – Fall Crazy Chemworks: For 
grades K-6. Thursdays, 3:15-4:15 p.m., Oct. 15-
Nov. 19, at MES. Fee: $144/residents, $149/non-
residents. 

Crayola Imagine Arts Academy – Epic 
Landmarks Throughout History!: For grades 
K-6, at MES. Tuesdays, 3:15-4:15 p.m., from 
Oct. 13-Nov. 24. Fee: $144/residents, $149/non-
residents. No class on 11/3.

Safe at Home: For grades 4-6. Wednesday, 
Oct. 14, 5-6:30 p.m., at Marlborough Senior 

Center. Participants will learn skills to prepare 
them to be safe when home alone. Fee is $65/
resident, $70/non-resident.

Kids Sewing: Open Sew: Saturdays, Oct. 17 
and Nov. 7, 10-11:30 a.m., at Marlborough Se-
nior Center. Kids can explore sewing beyond 
the basics in this once monthly meeting. Fee: 
$49/resident, $54/non-resident.

Safe Sitter: For grades 6-8. Saturday, Nov. 7, 
9 a.m.-2:30 p.m., at Marlborough Senior Cen-
ter. Designed to prepare students in grades 6-8 
to be safe when they’re home alone, watching 
younger siblings, or babysitting. Fee: $140/resi-
dent, $145/non-resident. 

Horseback Riding Lessons: Ages 5 and up. 
Lesson days and times are flexible. Fee is four 
lessons for $175/residents, $180/non-residents.

Adult Programs: Adult Tap:  For ages 18 and 
over.  Thursdays, Sept. 16-Nov. 18, 8-8:45 p.m., 
at Dance Dynamics in Hebron. Fee: $200/resi-
dent.

Beginner Tai Chi: Tuesdays/Thursdays, 
noon-12:45 p.m., at Marlborough Senior Cen-
ter. Fee is $40/resident, $45/non-resident.

Beginner and Intermediate Tai Chi: Tues-
days/Thursdays, 12:40-1:45 p.m., at Marlbor-
ough Senior Center. Fee is $40/resident, $45/
non-resident.

Adult Volleyball: Thursdays, 8-10 p.m., at 
Marlborough Elementary School. Fee is $5 per 
week. Session begins Oct. 5,

Zumba Class – Fall Session: Tuesdays, 6:30-
7:30 p.m., at Marlborough Senior Center. Fee is 
$60/resident, $65/non-resident, or a $10 drop-
in fee. 

Pickleball: Mondays, 5:30-7:30 p.m., and 
Tuesdays/Thursdays, 9-11 a.m., at Blish Park. 
Open to all levels of play. Registration is free.
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St. Patrick Church News
St. Patrick Church, 47 West High St., is a 

member of St. John Paul II Parish, along with St. 
Bridget Church in Moodus. 

Masses are celebrated Saturdays at 4 p.m. at 
St. Patrick and 5:30 p.m. at St. Bridget, and on 
Sundays at 7 and 11 a.m. at St. Bridget and 9 
a.m. at St. Patrick. 

During the week, Masses are celebrated at 8 
a.m. on Wednesdays and Thursdays at St. Pat-
rick, and at 8 a.m. on Fridays at St. Bridget.

Confessions are Saturdays at 3 p.m. at St. Pat-
rick and 6:30 p.m. at St. Bridget.

The parish website is www.sjpii.org.

Fall Classes and
Events at Epoch

Epoch Arts is offering a variety of classes this 
fall, including two adult classes. 

Students in pre-K through 12th grade can 
register online to take classes like art, ceramics, 
theater, improv, preschool classes and more. Ep-
och is also offering an adult ceramics and paint-
ing class this semester. 

Also, don’t forget to register for Epoch’s teen 
original Theater Production and its annual 
Stage Fright (which is Haunted House with a 
new name.) 

For full class descriptions and registration, 
visit www.epocharts.org/classes-registration. 
Classes are held at Epoch, 27 Skinner St.

Epoch Arts is offering a variety of 
classes this fall. Pictured is student Sara 
Maalouf in a previous Teen Ceramics 
class. RTC Meets Next Week

The next meeting of the East Hampton 
Republican Town Committee at The Dub-
lin, 42 E. High St., on Tuesday, Sept. 15. 

All are invited to come learn about vol-
unteer opportunities in the communi-
ty. For more information, email ehctgop@
gmail.com or visit easthamptonrtc.com. 

‘Bike Rides for Seniors’
on Hold

AirLine Cycles has informed the East Hamp-
ton Senior Center that there will be no official 
Bike Rides for Seniors on Fridays until further 
notice. 

Regular participating riders are encouraged 
to head out as a group on their own to nearby 
short route locations, while the “away game” 
rides at other locations will be rescheduled at 
another time, once the ride leader is available. 

Vaccine Clinic at Church
On Saturday, Sept. 26, from 10 a.m.-2 p.m., at 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church, located at 1 East 
High St., Walgreens will offer a vaccine clinic 
open to the public. 

The clinic will include flu vaccines, RSV, and 
possibly others. 

For more information, call Walgreens in 
Cromwell at 860-613-2324.

Tennis Program for Adults
The East Hampton Recreation tennis pro-

gram for adults is held every Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday from 8-10:30 a.m. Now that 
school is session, the program will meet at the 
Sears Park courts.

Play time is flexible; come and go as you 
please. 

Players from all Rivereast towns are welcome. 
This mixed-doubles program is free, requires 
no partners and is open to all levels of adult 
play, except beginner. Pre-registration is not re-
quired; just show up. 

For more information, call or text Natalie 
Hurt at 860-227-8538.

Organ Concert Sept. 20 
Save the date for a concert for organ and 

strings coming up Sunday, Sept. 20, at 4 p.m., on 
the historic Appleton Organ at Second Congre-
gational Church of Middle Haddam, 52 Middle 
Haddam Road, Middle Haddam. 

The show will be performed by Jan Ulanowitz 
and June Ingram. Goodwill donations will be 
gratefully accepted. Refreshments will follow in 
the church community room. 

Call 203-232-7387 for information. 

Class of ’56 Reunion
The East Hampton High School Class of 1956 

will celebrate its 70th Class Reunion on Thursday, 
Sept. 17, from 12:30-4 p.m., at The Dublin, at 42 
East High St.

As usual, order off the menu and pay as you go.
Call Joan (Avery) Measimer at 860-788-7198 

for more information or to make reservations.

SOOP Plays Tonight 
Local band Seat Of Our Pants returns to the 

Bay Point Club on Friday, Sept. 11, at 7 p.m. 
A local favorite, this will be the band’s eighth 

appearance at the club, located at 24 Spellman 
Point Rd. in East Hampton. There will be a sug-
gested donation at the door. 

Advanced tickets are not available.

Council Gets an Update on the Draft POCD
By Anne Lilburn

At its Tuesday meeting, the Town Council 
received a briefing on the draft of the town’s 
2026 Plan of Conservation and Development 
(POCD), voted on allocating a portion of the 
town’s funding from the state’s Opioid Settle-
ment Fund and heard a presentation from the 
DiStefano family about a proposed lease.

Proposed Land Deal
Dan DiStefano presented his family’s propos-

al to the town, which involved the town leasing 
the family’s land, located at the intersection of 
Route 66 and Main Street, for use as a public 
space that would be known as the “DiStefano 
Memorial Town Green.” The property is cur-
rently owned by his 94-year-old father, Thomas, 
and was once the site of “Mr. Di’s,” his family’s 
restaurant that burned down in 1997.

The site is currently used by many in the 
community to place signs, but DiStefano said 
he takes down many of them, including yard 
sale signs and advertisements. He said he leaves 
things that “promote East Hampton,” such as 
VFW and Lions Club event signs.

The DiStefano family is proposing a no-cost, 
40-year, renewable lease. In return, the family is 
asking for final approval on any proposed use, a 
tax abatement on the property at 1 West High 
St. and 7 West High St., and for the town to take 
on liability while the property is being used as a 
public space, DiStefano said. He mentioned that 
his father has received offers to both lease or buy 
the land.

“Honestly,” he said, “either they make it into a 
town green or he’s going to sell it.” 

DiStefano said that he wanted to find a way to 
put a town green there in order to avoid “a metal 
building on the corner.”

Council member Karen Wanat, a Democrat, 
asked if the town would have the option to buy 
the property if it were put up for sale, and DiS-
tefano said that currently, the lessee of a small 
building on the property, whom he said wanted 
to remain anonymous, would have the first op-
tion to buy the property.

Council member Ted Hintz Jr. took issue 
with the lost tax revenue, which he estimated at 
somewhere between $5,700 and $7,000 annu-
ally for the two parcels.

That, he said, “is a pretty big amount to come 
out of the taxpayers for 40 years. That’s a pretty 
hefty amount to pull off the tax rolls for a site 
with all kinds of restrictions.”

DiStefano countered that the town would be 
getting “a historic monument to the town of East 
Hampton at no cost to use.” He said his father, 

and his father’s father, were both born and raised 
in East Hampton, with the family’s roots in town 
tracing back to 1893.

The council decided to “take it under advise-
ment,” and put it on the agenda for a future 
meeting.

Council Hears POCD Draft Presentation
The now-former town planner, Juliet Hodge, 

returned to present the draft version of the Plan 
of Conservation & Development (POCD), a 
document that is intended to guide town plan-
ning and which is required by the state to be re-
vised every 10 years.

Gathering the community input required to 
write the town’s POCD, Hodge reminded the 
council, was a lengthy and comprehensive pro-
cess, involving neighborhood meetings, com-
munity-focused discussion sessions, a data pre-
sentation by outside consultants, a written and 
online survey (with write-in options), a village 
center walk and a public visioning session. She 
also said they had met with both seniors at the 
senior center and high school students for gen-
erational diversity.

The nearly-completed document, which lays 
out the town’s goals for both conservation and 
development in the next 10 years, addresses 
hot-button topics, such as affordable housing, 
new housing construction, commercial devel-
opment, and sewer and infrastructure expan-
sion and development.

Hodge made clear that the POCD was a 
unique document that did not in itself set regu-
lations. Hodge described the POCD as “a guid-
ing document,” and one which town was also 
welcome to amend it at any time.

“The POCD does not rezone property, ap-
prove development, or override existing regu-
lations; it establishes the policy framework 
against which subsequent decisions are evalu-
ated,” a slide from her presentation read.

“The most important thing to remember,” 
said Hodge, “is that the POCD is just a state-
ment of policies. It’s what you base all of your 
decisions against. It doesn’t replace zoning. It 
can’t approve anything all on its own. It doesn’t 
replace ordinances.” 

“If a proposal comes in and it happens to be 
consistent with your POCD, you still have to go 
to Planning and Zoning and get it approved,” she 
reminded those listening.

The big takeaways, Hodge told the council, 
were that the residents “strongly expressed a de-
sire to preserve rural character, and open space 
and natural resources and water quality.” 

Hodge said residents also expressed concerns 
about the cost of living and wanted to expand the 
tax base without compromising on those natural 
resource and rural living priorities. While some 
wanted additional housing choices, she said, 
over a quarter of survey respondents wanted no 
new housing at all, and while residents wanted 
some additional economic development, they 
were worried about its appearance, she said. 
 “‘No metal buildings’ came through loud and 
clear,” she said.

Hodge said residents also expressed that they 
wanted the town to rigorously enforce current 
land use regulations and review development 
proposals thoroughly. She also said they said 
people had expressed concern over road quality 
and infrastructure.

Hodge said the document addressed all these 
concerns, and encouraged people to read “at 
least the first 40 pages,” if not all, of the docu-
ment, which is posted on the town website, 
www.easthamptonct.gov.

At its next meeting on Sept. 22, the council 
will receive public comments on the draft docu-
ment, which will officially start the public re-
view and comment period that will run through 
the end of October. The formal public hearing, 
where the POCD would be adopted, will take 
place in November or December, said Hodge.

Town Manager Dave Cox said that comments 
could sent to the POCD Steering Committee in 
care of the Land Use Department at Town Hall, 
or also could be emailed to jhodge@easthamp-
tonct.gov. 

Opioid Settlement Funds to EHAA
The council also voted on spending related 

to the East Hampton Ambulance Association’s 
request to use town Opioid Settlement Funds to 
purchase a new CPR assistance device known 
as a LUCAS device. East Hampton Ambulance 

Association (EHAA) Chief Chris Wherry ap-
peared to make the request, and was joined in 
his request by Fire Chief Robb Rainville, who 
also said he supported the purchase.

“The LUCAS (Lund University Cardiopulmo-
nary Assist System), manufactured by Stryker, 
is an automated mechanical chest compression 
device designed to deliver continuous, high-
quality cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) 
during cardiac arrest,” the ambulance associa-
tion wrote in its memo to the council.

The EHAA previously had two of these de-
vices, but one eventually failed after exceeding its 
projected lifespan. The association was propos-
ing to spend $15,444 to purchase the device, and 
noted that the purchase would be consistent with 
the ways in which other communities have used 
their Opioid Settlement Fund money, with nu-
merous other towns purchasing LUCAS devices.

There was some discussion among council 
members regarding whether this was the best 
use of those funds, particularly from Hintz, who 
said he would prefer to see the money spent on 
training. However, the council eventually voted 
unanimously to approve the $15,444 allocation, 
and also allocated an additional $15,000 to be 
used for training, with the stipulation that Wher-
ry report back with an explanation of “exact toy 
what that training will be used for, so we are sure 
it is being used in the spirit for which the opioid 
funds are being given to us for.”

The council also decided to delay its discus-
sion and vote on a proposed WPCA ordinance, 
voted to approve an electrical utility easement 
at the Lakewood Estates subdivision, and enter-
tained a brief discussion around the idea of term 
limits for those serving in appointed roles.

The Town Council will hold its next regularly 
scheduled meeting on Sept. 22, where it will 
hear public comments related to the POCD.

Epoch Arts Six-Day Tag Sale
Epoch Arts is holding its annual six-day, two-

weekend, indoor, rain or shine, tag sale starting 
next Friday, Sept. 11.

Shop the Christmas and Holiday Room, or 
check out areas like books, arts and crafts, lin-
ens, clothing, kitchen, toys, bath and beauty, 
and music. There will be furniture, electronics, 
sports, tools and more. All proceeds directly 
fund Epoch’s youth programs for the year. 

The tag sale runs Friday, Sept. 11, from 2-5 

p.m., and Friday, Sept. 18, from noon-5 p.m. On 
Saturdays and Sundays, Sept. 12, 13, 19 and 20, 
hours will be from 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

The first day of the sale on Sept. 11 will also 
feature an early bird special from noon-2 p.m. 
with an entrance fee of $25, pay at the door, for 
those who wish to have a sneak preview of avail-
able items. 

The tag sale will be held at Epoch, 27 Skinner St. 
For more information, visit www.epocharts.org.

Athletic Hall of Fame Elects Five
The East Hampton Athletic Hall of Fame has 

elected two star athletes and three coaches to for 
its 2026 class. This is the Hall of Fame’s 20th year 
of existence.

Eric Peck graduated East Hampton High 
School as a member of the Class of 2008, and was 
a three-time all-conference pitcher/first baseman/
outfielder. Peck was All-State in 2006 and All-
Area Middletown Press in 2007. Peck had a career 
.380 batting average with 64 hits, 46 RBI, 28 steals. 
He played all nine positions during his career. He 
had a 15-6 career pitching mark and was 2008 
baseball captain and winning pitcher of the 2008 
conference championship, a 1-0 complete game 
shutout. Peck went on to play college baseball at 
the University of New Haven. 

Patrick Rubega is a assistant track and field as-
sistant coach at EHHS and filled the role primar-
ily as a volunteer. Rubega coached 20 EHHS state 
pole vault champions. The banners in the gym are 
decorated with pole vaulters all coached by Rube-
ga. He coached the top 20 pole vaulters in school 
history for boys and girls.  

Scott Wosleger was the EHHS baseball coach 
from 2007 to 2014. Under his leadership, the 
program won three Shoreline championships, in 
2008, 2011 and 2013.  The 2011 team also won 
the state championship over East Catholic High 
School. The teams had a 117-69 overall record, 
which  included 20-7 in the postseason. Wosleger 
coached 20 All-Conference players, was Shoreline 
Coach of the Year in 2008, and helped develop 15 

college players coming out of East Hampton. 
Gyanna Russell was a 2017 graduate and a bas-

ketball three-time All-Conference, two-time All-
State player. Russell set the girls’ school record for 
points with 1,478 at East Hampton. Russell scored 
46 points in a game versus Westbrook and made 
24 of 25 free throws in the game. Russell on Lori 
Riley (Hartford Courant) Fab 15 list, and went on 
to play at Southern New Hampshire University 
and average 13.1 points per game in 2021-22. Rus-
sell was academic all-conference NE-10 2021-22.

Parker Strong was the EHHS boys basketball 
coach from 2012-2021 and is the current boys 
tennis coach, a role he has held for the past five 
years. Strong compiled a 139-84 record in basket-
ball and led the program to nine state tournament 
wins.  His 139 wins are second in program history.  
His team captured the Shoreline championship in 
2018, and was runner-up in 2014 and 2017. He 
led the program to Quarter final appearances in 
states 2014 and 2017, and state semifinal in 2018. 
Strong was selected as the CHSCA All-Star Coach 
in 2017. His 2018 team had a perfect 20-0 regular 
season and won 25 games in a row.

The five will be inducted into the Hall of Fame 
on Friday, Oct. 23, at 6 p.m., at Blackledge Coun-
try Club in Hebron. The evening includes a buffet-
style dinner.  Tickets for the event are $55 each.

For tickets, contact Mike Vasquenza at 
mjvasquenza@gmail.com or 860-308-6621.

For more information on the East Hampton 
Athletic Hall of Fame, visit ehahof.wixsite.com/
bellringer.
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80 East High Street, East Hampton
www.belltownmotors.com

Monday-Friday 8am-5pm

1. Check The Belts & Hoses
Belltown will look for cracks, leaks, and wears in the belts and
hoses to ensure that there are no signs of splitting, fraying, or glazing.

2. Check The Fluid Levels
We’ll check windshield washer fluids, transmission fluids, coolant, brake fluids, and 
power steering fluids. All are very important for ensuring that your car runs smoothly. 

3. Check/Replace Tires
Belltown will check the tread, inflation, and overall condition of your tires and we may 
recommend rotating your tires, so they wear evenly. 

4. Check Your Heat
You want to be sure your heat/defroster works when the colder weather hits - driving 
with fogged-up windshield is unsafe. 

5. Check The Brakes
With every season, brakes are crucial for safe driving. Cold weather heightens brake 
problems, since the roads have the potential of becoming slippery from snow and ice. 

How To Prepare Your Car For Fall
As Fall begins to creep in, it reminds us that 

colder weather is on its way. This means that it 
is time to prepare your car for the upcoming 

seasons. Colder weather makes it more difficult 
for your tires to maintain grip and makes the 
windshield more defenseless against cracks.

Here are some things Belltown can help 
you with to prepare for the months ahead:
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YOUR ATTORNEYS

Kenneth Barber & Associates, LLC

“No day shall erase you
from the memory of time.”
—Inscription at the 9/11 

Memorial Museum

Barber-Law-Firm.com

P: 860-267-2263 

29 West High Street
East Hampton, CT 06424

      Visit us on Facebook

Middle Haddam Public Library News
The Middle Haddam Public Library, 2 

Knowles Road, Middle Haddam has announced 
the following.  To register or for more informa-
tion on any program, email middlehaddamli-
brary@gmail.com, visit middlehaddamlibrary.
com or call 860-267-9093.  Mailing address: P.O. 
Box 123, Middle Haddam, CT 06456.

Library Hours:  Mondays and Thursdays, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.; Tuesdays and Fridays, 3-6 p.m. 

250th Celebration: All are invited to the li-
brary’s celebration of the nation’s 250th year on 
Sunday, Sept. 13. The Dirty Blue Shirts, a Living 
History Collective, will offer a variety of mari-
time-related demonstrations, talks and exhibits. 
Refreshments will be served on the library’s new 
porch.

Chatham Chess Club: Wednesdays from 6-9 
p.m. Sept. 16, Oct. 7 and Oct. 21. All ages and 

skill levels are welcome; lessons available. For 
more information, contact pjhoffman1@juno.
com

Open Mic Night: Friday, Sept. 18, 6-8 p.m. 
Come perform or just watch. Performers, call 
the library to sign up, at 860-267-9093.

Mahjong: Mondays, 10:30 a.m. All levels of 
experience welcome. Contact the library for 
more information.

Fiber Arts Group: Thursdays from 10 a.m.-
noon. Bring your spinning wheel, knitting, 
weaving, embroidery, etc.  All are welcome.

Yoga with Erin Day of Ten Summit Yoga: 
Mondays and Saturdays at 9 a.m., and Tuesdays 
at 7 p.m. Cost is a $17 drop-in fee. To register, 
email tensummitst@gmail.com or call 860-262-
0246.

Car Cruise to Benefit Warriors
All are invited to bring their antique auto, 

hotrod, souped-up truck, or tractor to Markham 
Meadows Campground at 9 Markham Rd., for 
the 13th annual Car Cruise Saturday, Sept. 19, 
from 2-5 p.m.

The afternoon includes music, food, raffles, 
trophies and the Driver’s Choice Award. Pro-
ceeds benefit local Wounded Warrior projects 

as administered through VFW Post 5095. Pro-
ceeds will also support Flags Across East Hamp-
ton and East Hampton’s K-9 police dog.

A $10 donation per car would be appreciated. 
No pre-registration is required. There is no rain 
date for the event. 

Call Melissa at 860-267-9738 for more infor-
mation.

East Hampton Library News & Notes
East Hampton Public Library, 105 Main St, 

has announced the following. For full program 
descriptions or to register for a program, call 
860-267-6621 or visit easthamptonpublicli-
brary.org.

Summer Hours: Monday - Wednesday, 10 
a.m.- 8 p.m.; Thursday - Friday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Saturday, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 

All-Ages Program: Spooky East Hampton: 
From Sept. 14 through Oct. 16, East Hamp-
ton residents of all ages are invited to submit 
an original spooky story for a chance to be 
published in this year’s edition of Spooky East 
Hampton. Check the library website for submis-
sion guidelines and more information.

Adult Programs: Book Club Al Fresco 
(Sears Park): Wednesday, Sept. 16, 6:30 p.m. 
Grab a copy of this month’s selection and join 
us for a casual discussion with lakeside views.

Tech Help: Thursday, Sept. 17, 2-4 p.m. Basic 
technology help for phones, laptops, tablets, and 
e-readers. No registration required; just bring 
your device with you. 

Belltown Book Brunch: Friday, Sept. 18, 11 
a.m. Talk about what you’re currently reading 
while enjoying coffee, tea, and a breakfast treat. 
Register or drop in.

Teen Programs: Teen TCG Club: Grades 

8-12: Saturday, Sept. 12, 1-3 p.m. Players of 
Magic: The Gathering, Pokémon, Yu-Gi-Oh! and 
more are invited to an afternoon of friendly 
competition. Magic: The Gathering decks will be 
available for new players to use.

Middle Grade Dungeons & Dragons: 
Grades 5-7: Monday, Sept. 14, 6-7:30 p.m. Jump 
into the world of Warrior Cats in this adventure 
based off the popular series by Erin Hunter. 

Teen Advisory Board: Grades 8-12: Tues-
day, Sept. 15, 6 p.m. Plan programs, improve the 
Teen Space, and take a leadership role in shap-
ing how the library serves teens like you.

Tween Food Fight!: Grades 4-7: Saturday, 
Sept. 19, 1-2 p.m. Join in on the Snackitecture 
Challenge and build structures with our secret 
ingredients. There will be prizes. Sponsored by 
Teen Advisory Board.

Children’s Program: DIY Days: Grades K-8: 
Saturday, Sept. 19, 11:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Chil-
dren and families are invited to create a different 
toy, craft, or treat together.

STEMtastic: Cardboard Construction for 
Grades 1-5: Monday, Sept. 21, 4:30-5:30 p.m. 
Use special cardboard construction tools to 
transform ordinary cardboard into extraordi-
nary creations. Register or drop in.

HOF Association Accepting Nominations
The East Hampton Athletic Hall of Fame 

Association is accepting nominations through 
Aug. 26. 

If you know of who you feel is a worthy can-
didate – which could be an athlete, coach, team, 
or contributor – email seidlt@sbcglobal.net for 
a nomination packet or go to the Hall of Fame 
website at ehahof.wixsite.com/bellringer for in-
formation.

The induction ceremony will be Friday, Oct. 
30, at 6 p.m., at Blackledge Country Club.

The Hall of Fame’s objective is to recognize 
exceptional local athletes and achievements.  

Also, the association’s membership and com-
mittee are very small and new members are 
sought, preferably those who have a knowledge 
of history of sports in East Hampton to join our 
team. Email seidlt@sbcglobal.net if interested.EHHS Class of ‘76 Reunion

The East Hampton High School Class of 1976 
will hold its 50th Class Reunion Saturday, Sept. 
19, from 5-10 p.m., at Campagna Restaurant, 
151 Marlborough St. in Portland. This is the old 
Brownstone Restaurant where the Class of ‘76 
celebrated Senior Class Night!

Cost is $45 per person and includes a buffet 
dinner and dessert. There is a cash bar. Guests 
are welcome; however, payment cannot be re-

ceived at the door the night of the event. 
Send your RSVP to Cheryl (Edwards) Ran-

dino at ehhs1976@gmail.com. Payments must 
be received by Sept. 9. PayPal or Venmo are 
accepted to the above email address, or send a 
check payable to Cheryl E. Randino, 56 Garnet 
Ridge Drive, Tolland, CT 06084.

Also, all attendees are asked to notify Ran-
dino of any dietary restrictions.

EHHS Class of ‘67
Reunion

Members of the East Hampton High School 
Class of 1967, take note! The ’67 Bellringers will 
get together Saturday, Sept. 12, from 2-5 p.m., 
at the Dublin. As usual, order off the menu and 
pay as you go. 

Call or text 860-682-2067 to reserve your 
spot.

Class of ’59 Reunion
The East Hampton High School Class of 1967 

will celebrate its 59th reunion on Saturday, Sept. 
12, at The Dublin, 42 East High St., from 2-5 
p.m.

 Order off the menu, and pay as you go. Text 
860-682-2067 to reserve a spot. 

Meditation Series
at Library

An in-person meditation series with Omar 
Milton, a spritital guide and recovery special-
ist, will take place at Middle Haddam Public 
Library, 2 Knowles Rd.

“Luminous Light of Liberation” will take 
place Tuesdays, Sept. 15 to Oct. 20, from 6-6:45 
p.m., at the library, or virtually by Zoom on 
Tuesdays from 8-8:45 a.m. 

All are invited to embark on a practice of 
compassionate self study and mindfulness. The 
sessions feature topics for meditation, contem-
plation and inquiry.  

Cost is $50 for the series. Call Omar Milton at 
860-776-4162 to register. 

Haddam Neck Covenant Church News
Haddam Neck Covenant Church, located at 

17 Haddam Neck Rd. in East Hampton, invites 
all to in-person and online worship Sundays at 
9 a.m. Pastor is the Rev. Tom Cowger. Refresh-
ments are served after the service.

Men’s Group: The Men’s Breakfast Bible Study 
will meet at the church on Wednesday, Oct. 14, 
from 7-8 a.m., to share scripture around what 
the Bible says about being a man at home, at 
work and in life. There will be coffee, pastries 
and conversation.

Chicken Drive-Thru BBQ: The next Drive-
Thru BBQ at the church will be Saturday, Oct. 3, 
from noon to 5 p.m.

Children’s Coat Drive: Foster children who 
enter the foster care system need warm winter 
coats. The church is collecting new winter coats 
for babies through teenagers up to Sunday, Sept. 
27, for the Norwich office of the Department of 

Children and Families. 
Children’s Ministry: Children’s Ministry, for 

children in kindergarten through fifth grade, 
is held in Fellowship Hall during worship. The 
theme is “Friends with God” and is taught 
through Bible stories where the characters are 
friends with God. A toddler nursery is also 
available. All are welcome.

Vocal Choir: Rehearsals will resume in the 
fall, on Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. New members 
welcome.  

Adult Bible Study: Sundays at 10:15 a.m., 
though it’s on hiatus for the summer. The next 
study will resume in the fall.

Office Info: The office can be reached at 860-
267-2336; hours are Tuesday and Thursday, 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. The church website is www.hn-
covenantchurch.org.
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Meet our Personal Injury Lawyers
Car accidents, Medical Malpractice, Defective Product,

Workmen’s Compensation, Slip and Fall

Sean M. Peoples Bruce E. Newman John D. Maxwell Stephan P. Sobin Erik Scalzi

Reach out to us at
860-CALL-BPS (860-225-5277) | BPSLawyers.com

2252 Main Street, Glastonbury • 42 High Street, East Hampton
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Christ Episcopal Church News
Christ Episcopal Church, 66 Middle Had-

dam Rd., Middle Haddam, holds in-person and 
Zoom services at 10 a.m. on Sundays. All are 
welcome. To connect electronically, go to www.
christchurchmiddlehaddam.com for directions. 
The Holy Eucharist will be celebrated with the 
Rev. Diana Rogers, priest-in-charge.

Food Bank Donations: Food items for the 
East Hampton Food Bank may be placed in the 
black totes at the rear of the church.

Returnable Cans and Bottles: All are asked 
to place donations in the cans by the shed. Note: 
Glass bottles and aluminum cans should be sep-
arated prior to drop-off.

Food4Lives Warm Weather Clothing Drive: 
Patty Kloo is collecting warm weather new or 
nearly new clothing for un-housed persons in 
Middletown. Needed are T-shirts, shorts, pants, 
light sweaters, hoodies, sweatshirts, sandals/

sneakers and underwear in adult sizes small to 
XXL. Clean items should be placed in the blue 
tote in the Parish Hall.

Labor Day Tag Sale: Save unwanted items in 
good condition for the Tag Sale. Donations can 
be dropped off at the Parish Hall entrance dur-
ing the week; call Dick Napolitano at 860-490-
8006. Pick-up is available.

Haddam Neck Fair Cookie Booth: Parish 
members are need to donate money to cover the 
cost of cookie dough and to work shifts at the 
fair on Labor Day weekend. Dawn Gingras can 
be reached at mgingras39@gmail.com if you 
have questions. Sign-up sheets are located in the 
back entry of the church.

Information/Assistance: Contact Senior 
Warden Donna Hryb at 860-633-0472 or donn-
adubehryb@gmail.com for more information.

‘Biz & Fizz’ Networking Series to Meet
Area business people are invited to con-

nect Thursday, Sept. 17, at the new Biz & Fizz, 
a monthly networking social. This month’s 
event is at The Tavern on 66, 227 West High 
St., at 5:30 p.m.

The Biz & Fizz event is on the third Thurs-
day of every month, offering a relaxed envi-
ronment for entrepreneurs and community 
members to have casual conversations, ex-

change ideas and build business connections 
over food and drinks. Economic Develop-
ment Commission members attend to net-
work with the local business community. 

There are no requirements or fees to attend. 
All are welcome. Bring your business cards 
for drawings and prizes.

The event is open to anyone 21 and older. 
No RSVP is required. 

Congregational Church News
The Congregational Church of East Hampton, 

59 Main St., welcomes all to worship Sundays at 
10 a.m. This Sunday, Sept. 13, is Welcome Sun-
day.  

Welcome Sunday, Sept. 13: The scripture 
reading for this Sunday’s service is Matthew 
16:21-28. Andrea Barton Reeves will be guest 
preacher. Barton Reeves is a member in discern-
ment in the United Church of Christ and current-
ly serves as Commissioner of the Department of 
Social Services, overseeing the state’s Medicaid 
and Supplemental Nutrition Assistance

Also this Sunday, the church will begin a new 
theme for this year focusing on the words of 
Psalm 46:1: “God is our refuge and strength, a 

very present help in trouble.” Following worship, 
gather for a potluck lunch, called “Grateful Gath-
erings.” A take-home craft based on the theme 
will also be available for all ages, providing an 
opportunity to carry the message of Psalm 46:1 
home with them.  All are welcome.  

AA Weekly Meeting: Sundays at 7 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall.

East Hampton Food Bank: A weekly collec-
tion is held for the Food Bank.

Aluminum Food & Soda Can Tabs: Ongoing 
collection which will be donated to the Shriners 
Children’s New England hospital in Springfield, 
Mass. Proceeds support childhood surgeries per-
formed there, where no patient is charged a fee.

Church World Service School Supply Kits: 
The church is collecting school supplies for chil-
dren throughout the world. A donation box is 
available.

Women’s Fellowship Dignity Drive: This is 
an ongoing collection to support women and 
girls in need, both globally and right here in our 
community. Collecting feminine hygiene prod-
ucts for our local food bank and schools, as well 
as Church World Service.

For more information, visit cc-eh.org or call 
the office at 860-267-4959. Office hours are Mon-
day and Wednesday, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Senior Center News & Notes
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., an-

nounces the following. Advance registration is 
required for all programs unless noted; register 
at myactivecenter.com or by contacting the center 
at 860-267-4426 or seniorcenter@easthamptonct.
gov. Senior center hours are Monday-Thursday, 
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.; Friday, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Visit www.
easthamptonct.gov/east-hampton-senior-center 
for more information and a full list of regular 
weekly and monthly activities, including games, 
quilting, Bible study, tap dance, and more. To join 
the senior center, just stop by and fill out some 
paperwork. Joining is free for East Hampton resi-
dents.

Lunches: Served Monday through Friday, to 
ages 60 and up. Call to reserve a meal or sign up 
online. Reservations for the next day’s meal are 
due by 10:30 a.m. the day before. Meals are free; 
a $3 donation is requested. A Form 5 document 
must be completed before registering for lunch; 
stop by the senior center to complete and submit 
the form.

Simply Social Women’s Group: Meets every 
first and third Monday at 10 a.m. Meet new peo-
ple and help plan activities.

Mighty Magnificent Men’s Group: Meets ev-
ery second and fourth Monday at 10 a.m. for a 
social hour of fun facts and sharing activities – 
and snacks! 

Community Care Connection Program: 
Tuesdays, 2-6 p.m. Ria Irons, a certified commu-
nity health worker, will provide services on help 
with medication, communicating with healthcare 
providers, understanding care instructions and 

connecting with local resources. Health insur-
ance will be billed for this service when possible. 
Call for an appointment at 860-267-4426.

East Hampton Kayak Club Outing: Monday, 
Sept. 14, 10 a.m., at Hitchcock Lake in Wolcott. 
Call the senior center for information.

A Fly Fisherman’s Guide to Nature: Tuesday, 
Sept. 15, at 10 a.m. Fly fisherman and naturalist 
Rowan Lytle will give a talk on how one natural-
ist has used fly fishing as an avenue to learn and 
observe as many facets of the natural world as 
possible. 

Design & Create: Thursday, Sept. 17, 1:30 p.m. 
This is part two of a free program on Creating 
Vintage Inspired Paper Mache Pumpkins.

Family Tree: Friday, Sept. 18, 10:30 a.m. Ken 
Doney returns for another hands-on genealogy 
session. Bring your cell phone, iPad or laptop and 
get going on learning about your family history.

Drumming with Mark Zarillo: Friday, Sept. 
18, 12:45 p.m. All are invited to this interactive 
drum circle session. No experience needed; just 
come ready to have fun and make some music. 
Cost is $5; register in person.

Senior Picnic: Wednesday, Sept. 23, 11 a.m.-2 
p.m. This annual event features food, live music, 
games, nature presentations and more. Cost is $3. 
Sign up in person.

Trips: Hebron Mini Golf and Lunch: Sept. 
14 leaving the senior center at 10 a.m. Enjoy a 
round of mini golf at the Hebron Miniature Golf, 
followed by lunch on your own at Wicked Slice. 
Cost is $16 and includes golf and bus transporta-
tion. Sign up in advance.

Recreation News
 East Hampton Recreation has announced the 

following items of interest. For more informa-
tion, full event descriptions, and to register, call 
860-267-7300 or visit www.easthamptonrec.
com.

Sweater Weather Pumpkin Wreath: Friday, 
Sept. 18, 6:30-8 p.m., at Town Hall. Create a 
sweater-inspired pumpkin wreath, beginner-
friendly. Hot apple cider included. Cost: $45. 

Basic Car Care & Vehicle Safety Mainte-
nance Workshop: Saturday, Oct. 3, 8-9:30 a.m., 
at East Hampton High School, with Tracey Gar-

diner, owner of Tag Rally Sport. Cost: $30.
Afterschool Programs at Memorial School 

(Grade K- 3): Beginner Spanish: Thursdays, 
Sept. 24, Oct. 1 and Oct. 8, 3:30-4:30 p.m. Stu-
dents will explore greetings, colors, and num-
bers. Cost: $60 for all 3 classes. Pinecone Bird 
Feeders: Tuesday, Oct. 6, 3:30-4:30 p.m. Kids 
will create their own pinecone bird feeders to 
take home. Cost: $20. Build-A-Bird House: 
Tuesday, Oct. 20, 3:30-4:30 p.m. Kids will build 
and decorate their very own bird house. Cost: 
$25.

Lions Club Scholarship Raffle
The East Hampton Lions Club is conduct-

ing a raffle to support its annual scholarship 
program. The club each year offers four $1,500 
awards to East Hampton graduating students.

The raffle offers a $2,026 grand prize this 
year. First prize is $226, with two winners, sec-
ond prize is $156 with two winners, and third 
prize is $56 with two winners. Winners of the 

first, second and third prizes are reentered for 
the grand prize drawing. Seven hundred total 
tickets will be sold.

The drawing will take place Saturday, Oct. 24, 
at 2:26 p.m., at the Lions Picnic Pavillion, 62 N. 
Main St. Winners need not be present.

For more information or tickets, call Lion 
Tom Denman at 860-519-4951. 

Senior Center Upcoming Trips
East Hampton Senior Center, 105 Main St., is 

offering the following coach trips with Friend-
ship Tours. Advance registration is required. 
For more information or to register, stop by the 
center or contact the center at 860-267-4426 or 
seniorcenter@easthamptonct.gov.

Beatles Tribute Band & Lunch: Thursday, 
Oct. 15. See Studio Two, a Beatles tribute band, 
and have lunch at the Farmington Polo Club. 
Cost is $132 and includes coach bus transporta-
tion. Depart from Stop & Shop, 11 East High St., 

at 10:30 a.m. 
Joshua in Lancaster, Pa.: Nov. 13-15. Fea-

turing two shows: Joshua at the Sight & Sound 
Theater and the Holly Jolly Holiday show at the 
Dutch Apple Dinner Theater. Cost is $745 per 
person double/triple occupancy.   

Christmas in Newport: Tuesday, Dec. 8, fea-
turing a visit to the Breakers and Marble House 
mansions and lunch at the Wyndham Atlantic 
Resort. Cost is $152. Depart from Stop & Shop, 
11 East High St., at 8:45 a.m.

Lake Friends Wine-Tasting Fundraiser
The Friends of Lake Pocotopaug (FOLP) will 

hold its annual Wine-Tasting Fundraiser on Sun-
day, Sept. 13, from 1-4 p.m., on Laurel Island. Pro-
ceeds from the event will support FOLP’s projects 
and ongoing efforts to preserve and improve Lake 
Pocotopaug.

Tickets are $50 per person and include round-
trip boat transportation to Laurel Island, wine 
tasting, limited beer tasting, a souvenir glass and 
a light snack. Soda will also be available for non-
drinkers.

Guests are invited to relax and explore the is-
land. A teacup raffle will feature a variety of prizes. 
Jack Solomon will be available to answer questions 
about the history of Laurel Island, and a represen-
tative from the Lake Commission will be on hand 

to discuss Lake Pocotopaug and answer questions.
Boat transportation will run continuously from 

1-4 p.m., departing from Ace Marine East LLC at 
70 North Main St. Event parking will be available 
at Sears Park.

Outside food and alcohol are not permitted. 
Smoking is prohibited, and private boats will not 
be allowed to dock on the island. The event will be 
held rain or shine.

A limited number of tickets are available and 
may be purchased in advance or at the dock, sub-
ject to availability. Tickets are also available from 
any FOLP member.

For tickets, contact Kevin Kuhr at 860-395-
7548. For additional information, visit Friends of 
Lake Pocotopaug on Facebook.

Red McKinney Golf Tournament Oct. 7
The 33rd annual East Hampton Rotary Red 

McKinney Golf Tournament will take place 
Wednesday, Oct. 7, at Blackledge Country Club 
in Hebron, with a 10 a.m. shotgun start.

This year marks the sixth year the tournament 
has been held in honor of longtime Rotarian Red 
McKinney, whose generosity, kindness and dedi-
cation to service made a lasting impact on the 
community, the Rotary said.

The entry fee is $135 per golfer. Golfers may 
choose between Blackledge Country Club’s two 
courses when registering, until each course is 
filled. Foursomes traditionally fill quickly, so ear-
ly registration is encouraged.

Registration includes 18 holes of golf with cart, 
complimentary range balls, full-service bag drop, 
custom scorecards and cart signs, a putting con-

test, on-course contests, a sandwich at the turn, 
and dinner following the tournament. Golfers 
will also have opportunities to participate in con-
tests including Closest to the Pin, Longest Drive 
and Closest to the Line.

Following golf, participants will gather for 
dinner featuring an auction, Tee-Cup Raffle and 
raffle drawings.

Sponsorship opportunities are still available for 
businesses and community partners interested in 
supporting the event.

Registration Golfers can register online at east-
hamptonrotary.org or through the tournament 
registration page at tinyurl.com/rotarygolftour-
ney.

For sponsorship information or questions, 
contact Pam at easthamptonctrotary@gmail.com.

Bethlehem Lutheran 
Church News

Services at Bethlehem Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, located at 1 East High St., are held Sun-
days at 10 a.m. There is Sunday school every 
week following the sermon.

The church sanctuary is handicapped-acces-
sible by using the lift.

For more information, call 860-267-1248 
or visit www.facebook.com/BethlehemEH or 
www.bethlehemeh.org.

Police News
8/13: Brian Hendry, 55, of Portland, was is-

sued a summons for operating a motor vehicle 
under suspension and evading responsibility, op-
erating a motor vehicle without insurance, and 
resident operating a motor vehicle with out-of-
state marker plates, East Hampton Police said.

8/28: Sky Winwood, 38, of West Haven, was 
issued a summons for operating a motor vehicle 
under suspension, misuse of marker plate, and 

interfering with a police officer, police said.
9/5: Blake Kapernaros, 18, of East Hampton, 

was arrested and charged with failure to drive 
right and driving under the influence, police 
said.

From Aug. 31-Sept. 6, officers responded to 13 
medical calls, five motor vehicle crashes and nine 
alarms, and made eight traffic stops, police said.
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Monuments &
Marker Sales & Service

Since 1982
•Cleaning •Repairing
•Cemetery Lettering

215 Lebanon Ave.,
Colchester

located w/ Colchester Florist

860-537-3289
“A monument should cost no 

more than a family can afford.”

Stone & Bronze Memorials
Cemetery Lettering • Pet Markers

Duplicate Work • Designing
Pre-Need Financing Available*

Title 19 Specialist
Manufacturer’s Perpetual Warranties*

Vandalism Insurance
MANY NEW COLORS IN STOCK!

Tri-County Memorials
Monuments • Markers • Mausoleums

10% OFF
any

monument
(in stock) w/ this ad, must present 
ad at point of sale, not valid w/ any 
other offer. Certain sizes on certain 

products. Expires 7/31/26.

www.TriCountyMemorials.com
tcmemorials@aol.com

402 West Main Street, Norwich, CT
860-886-6200

231 Boston Post Road, Waterford, CT
860-443-8744

366 Windham Road, Willimantic, CT
860-456-8658

R
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Preplanning Funeral Services
makes sense and is free to do at
Aurora-McCarthy Funeral Home

RE8-29-25

Please call our office for personalized
information on costs and services.

860-537-9611
167 Old Hartford Road
Colchester, CT 06415

www.auroramccarthyfuneralhome.com

Colchester
Robert J. Stula

Robert J. Stula, born on the family farm, Stula 
Acres, West Road, Colchester, on Nov. 5, 1934 
passed peacefully at home on Monday, Aug. 3. 
He was 91 years old. 

The Requiem Mass will be held for both Rob-
ert and Loretta on Saturday, Sept. 26, at 11 a.m., 
at St. Andrew Church, 128 Norwich Ave., Col-
chester, followed by a graveside burial service at 
the St. Andrew Catholic Cemetery on Gillette’s 
Lane, Colchester. 

The youngest of five children of immigrant 
parents who came to America in the late 1800s 
from Galicia, Austria, now Ukraine/Poland, 
Robert exemplified the hardworking dedication 
of first generation Americans, with his determi-
nation to succeed at all costs. 

He started farming at age 12 when his two 
older brothers John and Joe Stula went into the 
military. While being a dairy farmer, he manag-
er 11 properties of farmland around Colchester, 
which encompassed over 1,000 acres, for many 
years, then opened Stula Acres House of Beef 
of Meat Cutting and Delicatessan on West Rd. 
with his wife Loretta Savitski Stula. 

In the early days they supplied the hamburger 
for the original owners of the Famous Harry’s 
Hotdog Stand. 

He worked as a cattle dealer, butcher and meat 
cutter for many years. He worked as the town’s 
dog warden in Colchester for a period of years, 
bringing to the farm any harmless, healthy stray 
dogs on a regular basis. 

He left that job when he was told if he didn’t 
put the animals down he would be fired. He re-
fused to euthanize a harmless animal. 

In addition to farming, Robert worked in 
construction and was proud to have worked on 
the original construction of the Gold Building 
in Hartford.

He worked helping with deliveries at the fa-
mous Colchester Bakery, then helped Loretta 
at the flower shop next to the bakery where she 
was a florist in later years, where he would deliv-
er the flower arrangements. He and Loretta lov-
ingly worked as a team, until they both retired 
to upstate Vermont approximately 20 years ago. 

They loved living in the solitude of the moun-
tains, with their various dogs, and were then 
cared for in their later years by their daughter 
Cynthia and son-in-law Jason Winarski. Cyn-
thia and Jason were there for both Loretta, who 

Colchester
Linda Marie Grzeika

Linda Marie (Marshall) Grzeika, 70, of New 
Bern, N.C., wife of Thomas H. Grzeika, passed 
away Wednesday, Sept. 2.

Born to the late Joseph L. Marshall and Gloria 
B. (Oppelt) in Hartford, Linda attended Hart-
ford schools and graduated from South Catho-
lic High School, Class of 1974. She later went 
on to fulfill a lifelong dream of graduating from 
Trinty College in Hartford in 2009, with a BA in 
English. She retired from the State of Connecti-
cut Judicial Branch, Court Support Services Di-
vision, in 2016.

Linda lived in New Britain for several years 
after her marriage, before moving to Colchester, 
where she and Tom raised their sons and lived 
their lives. Colchester was home. In 2019, she 
made the move with Tom to New Bern, N.C., 
and built a different kind of life.

Besides her husband of 52 years, she leaves 
her two sons, Jonathan (Karen) Grzeika of Bal-
timore, Md., and Jeffrey (Norimar) Grzeika of 
New Bern, N.C.; a brother, Paul L. (Jessica) Mar-
shall of Cape Coral, Fla.; sisters, Susan (Dan) 
Yeadon, of Groton, Mass., and Lenore (Francis) 
Beebe of Glastonbury; a granddaughter, Alitza 
Grzeika Nieves of New Bern, N.C.; several in-
laws, cousins, nieces, nephews and dear friends 
both in New England and in New Bern. 

She was predeceased by her beloved niece, 
Emily Yeardon.

There are no calling hours. Funeral arrange-
ments are private and are handled by Cotten Fu-
neral Home and Crematory in New Bern, N.C.

Moodus
Raymond Churchill Jr.

Raymond Charles 
Churchill, Jr., of Surprise, 
Ariz., formerly of Moo-
dus, passed away peace-
fully at home Monday, 
Aug. 31, with his fam-
ily by his side. He was 89 
years old. 

Ray was born in Chi-
copee, Mass., on July 23, 
1937, to the late Raymond 
Charles Churchill Sr. and Rita K. (Cavanaugh) 
Churchill. After high school, he enlisted in the 
U.S. Navy, serving honorably during the Ko-
rean War. On Jan. 8, 1958, he married the love 
of his life, Marilyn Maksym. The couple settled 
in Moodus, where they made their home, raised 
their family, and became actively involved in the 
community through the East Haddam Lions 
Club. Marilyn predeceased him on Nov. 2, 2011.

Ray was a graduate of the Hartt College of 
Music in Connecticut and had a long and suc-
cessful career as a music teacher for students at 
Haddam-Killingworth High School. In his free 
time, Ray gave private piano lessons, performed 
at the Griswold Inn with fellow musicians, en-
joyed powerboating with his family, and played 
the organ for the United Methodist Church in 
Higganum. Above all, Ray will be remembered 
as a hardworking and devoted man who gave 
so much of himself to his family, country, com-
munity, and students. He loved to laugh, had a 
gift for spreading joy, and left those around him 
with countless happy memories and a lasting 
sense of warmth.

Ray will be deeply missed by all who knew 
and loved him, especially his children, Tracy L. 
Churchill, with whom he made his home in his 

Colchester
Robert John O’Brien

Robert John O’Brien 
(Bob), 93, of Colchester 
and East Windsor, passed 
away peacefully Sunday, 
Aug. 30. He was born in 
Valley Falls, R.I., to the 
late Edward and Felicia 
(Strach) O’Brien.

Bob attended Central 
Falls High School before 
proudly enlisting in the 
United States Air Force in 
March 1951. He served his country as a veteran 
of the Korean War and rose to the rank of ser-
geant. Following his military service, he gradu-
ated from New England Technical Institute with 
a degree in electronics. He went on to build a 
36-year career with United Technologies, where 
he was employed until his retirement in 1992. 
He took great pride in his work on the Apollo 
and Space Shuttle programs while he was em-
ployed in the fuel cell division of UTC.

He lived in Colchester with his first wife, Su-
zanne, for 17 years before moving to East Wind-
sor with his second wife, Margaret, in 1979. He 
enjoyed many hobbies throughout his life, in-
cluding video photography, playing guitar, or 
cheering on the UConn basketball team.

You would always see him with a cat by his 
side or on his lap.

He will be deeply missed and lovingly remem-
bered by his children, Robert O’Brien of Wil-
limantic, James O’Brien of Lansford, Pa., John 
O’Brien of Colchester, and Maureen Moore of 
Hebron; as well as numerous extended family 
members and friends. 

In addition to his parents, Robert was prede-
ceased by his beloved wife, Margaret (Porter) 
O’Brien; his brother, Edward O’Brien; and his 
sister, Pat Moller.

Care of arrangements has been entrusted to 
Aurora McCarthy Funeral Home. A graveside 
service will be held Saturday, Oct. 3, at noon, at 
Linwood Cemetery in Colchester.

For condolences or to share a memory or 
story with Robert’s family, please visit www.au-
roramccarthyfuneralhome.com.

passed in February of 2022, and also Robert. 
Robert had the great pleasure to recently visit 

the family farm which has been bought and lov-
ingly restored to its original glory from when 
his parents built it in 1924. He and our family 
are forever grateful to Mr. Jim and Lisa Appio. 

Robert is predeceased by his mother, Anna 
Hyntasyn Stula; his father, John Stula of Florida; 
his siblings, Joe Stula, John Stula, Stella John-
ston, Margaret Machowski; and his beloved 
daughter, Melanie. 

Robert leaves his children Robert Stula Jr., 
Faith and Timothy McCann, James Stula and 
Phyllis LeClaire, Cynthia and Jason Winarski; his 
grandchildren Robert Stula III, Suzanne Stula, 
Loretta Stula; and great-grandchild Hunter Stula. 

He also leaves cousins, and family members 
he always spoke of fondly and with great love. 

He leaves his longtime best friend Sammy Bur-
ton since 1954 and they remained close friends, 
speaking weekly on the phone until the end. 

And he leaves his beloved dog Skippy, who 
stayed by his side every day, loving, protecting 
and caring for him until the very end. 

If anyone desires to send flowers, please send 
them to the church for the funeral Mass. 

The family welcomes all who remember and 
wishes to honor Robert and Loretta to attend 
their Mass as we bring them home to Colches-
ter, the town they were both born in, raised in 
and have always loved.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation 
to The New Bern Historical Society, 511 Broad 
St., New Bern, NC, 28560; Craven County Hos-
pice, PO Box 12610, New Bern, NC 28561 or 
St. Joseph’s Polish Society Scholarship Fund, 395 
South Main Street, Colchester, CT 06415.

Middle Haddam
Richard Edward DeForest

Richard Edward DeForest, 86, passed away 
peacefully at home surrounded by his family on 
Sunday, Sept. 6. Born in Middletown on Oct. 2, 
1939, Richard was the son of the late William 
and Louise (Clark) DeForest. 

Richard proudly served his country as a ca-
reer serviceman in the U.S. Marine Corps, in-
cluding time in the Vietnam War. Following his 
20 years of service, Richard eventually settled 
in Middle Haddam, working as an aircraft me-
chanic and inspector. Richard was an avid mo-
torcyclist and an active member at Valley Bible.

Richard is survived by his beloved wife of 63 
years, Sandra. Besides Sandra, he is survived by 
his daughter, Carol Lyn Shinde; grandson, Luke 
Shinde; Luke’s father, Uday Shinde; brother, 
Charles DeForest and his wife Alicia of Florida; 

final years; Pamela A. Churchill (Paul Rosow); 
and Raymond C. Churchill III (Lauren); his 
granddaughter, Sydney E. Churchill; his sister, 
Joanne Churchill Sherman (Lawson); and many 
extended family members and friends. 

In addition to his wife and parents, he was 
predeceased by his brother, Robert T. Churchill, 
and half-sister, Beverly Daigle.

Funeral services were held at Aurora Mc-
Carthy Funeral Home, 167 Old Hartford Rd., 
Colchester, beginning with calling hours on 
Wednesday, Sept. 9. The funeral service was 
held the following morning at the funeral 
home, beginning at 11 a.m. Burial followed in 
St. Bridget of Kildare Cemetery in Moodus with 
full military honors. 

Donations in Raymond’s memory may be 
made to the Eastern Connecticut Performing 
Arts Association at ecpaa.org. 

For online condolences, please visit www.au-
roramccarthyfuneralhome.com.

See Obituaries, page 30
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 River Boating Safety Presentation 

Volunteers Wanted for Stream Assessments
The Salmon and Eightmile River watershed 

organizations are hosting a training program 
for volunteers in September to assist with bio-
logical stream assessments. 

Aquatic benthic macroinvertebrates (water 
bugs) are good indicators of water quality and 
stream health. Learn how to collect and identify 
stream macroinvertebrates in this training pro-
gram which will include an indoor workshop 
followed by field training at selected sites.

The training program will be held on Sat-
urday, Sept. 12, from 8:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m., and 
includes field time. The indoor workshop will 
be held at Burnham Brook Preserve, 2 Dolbia 
Hill Road-East, East Haddam, starting at 9 a.m. 

After the classroom portion, we will head to 
Devil’s Hopyard State Park, East Haddam.

Registration is limited to 20 participants. This 
program is appropriate for high school age and 
above, however a parent/guardian must accom-
pany a minor. To register or for any questions, 
contact Pat Young at salmonriverct@att.net or 
info@eightmileriver.org.

Collectively, the Salmon and Eightmile River 
watersheds cover over 200 square miles and in-
clude the towns of Bolton, Colchester, Colum-
bia, East Haddam, East Hampton, East Lyme, 
Glastonbury, Haddam, Hebron, Lebanon, 
Lyme, Marlborough and Salem.

Benefit Concert for CVC
There will be a benefit concert for the Com-

munity Voice Channel – the public access chan-
nel for Andover, Hebron and Marlborough – 
coming up in Ellington in September.

Rock This Town will host a benefit show for 
Community Voice Channel (CVC) entitled 
“Rock This Town presents A CVC Benefit 
Show” on Sunday, Sept. 13, from 11 a.m.-7 p.m., 
at Market Park, 72 Maple St., Ellington. 

This immersive music event will bring to-
gether top artists, emerging talents, engaging 
activities, food trucks, vendors, and music en-
thusiasts to celebrate the future of CVC. 

Tickets are $10 for ages 16 and over, $5 for 
ages 5-15, and free for ages 4 and under.

For tickets and more information visit ti-
nyurl.com/cvcbenefit.

Lebanon Historical Society Antique Show
Fall colors, antiques, chowder and pie all 

enjoyed outside on the Lebanon Green as the 
Lebanon Historical Society celebrates 59 years 
of its outdoor antique show on Saturday, Sept. 
26, from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 

Up to 60 dealers will offer antiques and col-
lectibles to buyers who come from around the 
state and throughout southern New England. 
The event started in 1966 as a money-making 
effort to fund society programs and, eventu-
ally, to help pay for the land needed to build a 
museum. Today, the Antique Show is still the 
Lebanon Historical Society’s largest and most 
important fund raising event with proceeds 
supporting school programs, exhibits and his-
torical presentations.

Some dealers have been participating for 
many years, but new-to-the-field dealers are 

added every year. Visitors can expect to find ev-
erything from 19th century furniture to vintage 
tools and from traditional pottery to textiles, 
glassware and jewelry.

Admission is $8. Lunch and snacks are avail-
able for purchase all day, including homemade 
chowders, sandwiches and grilled burgers and 
dogs, and end it all with a slice of homemade 
pie.

Parking is free and the event goes on rain or 
shine.

For more information contact the Lebanon 
Historical Society 860-642-6579 or museum@
historyoflebanon.org or visit on the web at 
www.historyoflebanon.org.

Dealer spaces still available, at $90 for a 20’ x 
24’ space. Call 860-423-8876 or 860-642-6579 if 
interested.

The U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary and its lo-
cal flotilla 25-04, based in East Hartford, is of-
fering a 1.5-hour Visual Boating Guide of the 
Connecticut River, from Old Saybrook to Hart-
ford, on Wednesday, Sept. 16, at 6:30 p.m., at the 
Cromwell Town Hall Council Chambers. 

Space for the first offering of this presenta-
tion, held earlier this summer in Portland, sold 
out quickly and the Auxiliary said it wanted 
to make a second opportunity available to the 
boating public. 

The presentation will share charts of the Con-
necticut River to help identify specific locations, 
accompanied by actual photos of the specific ar-

eas as seen from a boater’s point of view.  The 
photos are then supplemented by aerial shots 
of the same area. The presentation will explain 
areas on the river to avoid, scenic areas, restau-
rants that take boaters, and marinas where boat-
ers can fuel up. All of this will be blended with 
local history of the specific areas. 

The fee for attending this presentation is $25 
per person, supports local efforts to improve 
boating safety,  and reservations may be made 
by emailing public education officer Frank Con-
nolly at FrankBConn@gmail.com. 

The registration deadline is Monday, Sept. 14, 
or until space is no longer available. 

From the State Senator’s Desk
There’s a persistently annoying issue in our neighborhoods that drives 

me crazy every time I see it. All too often, you can pass a utility pole in 
our communities and see wires spooled up or laying bare on the ground 
that were simply cut and left there. They’re unsightly, a reminder of what 
happens when a company is more focused on speed than making sure its 
workers can complete the job.

The utility workers aren’t the problem here. They’re out doing the hard 
work every day, running lines and keeping our vital services running. I 
see this as an issue with whichever utility company is responsible for this 
work and its handing down of assignments to workers. Whether they’re 
being rushed so quickly they can’t get those last wires taken care of or 
they’re simply being told the wires aren’t a big deal, they leave behind a 
wasteful form of blight that could even be considered a hazard if wires are 
in a position where people could trip on them.

This has been something sitting in the back of my mind for long enough that I think it’s long 
overdue we address it. Should I have the opportunity to return to Hartford next year as state 
Senator, I’m aiming to introduce a bill on this issue. Whichever utility is responsible needs 
to make sure they’re doing a thorough job and getting annoying blight off our sidewalks and 
streets, and we can help convince them by making it a requirement to clean up excess wires and 
make sure the work actually gets done.

I get the feeling I’m not alone in being deeply frustrated about this issue and a lack of a solu-
tion for it. If you feel similarly about these leftover wires and want to make sure the utility com-
pany responsible for not getting the job done fixes the problem, please reach out to my office in 
the next few months. I would especially appreciate if constituents from around our district and 
beyond could send in photos and let my team and I know where the worst offenders are located. 
That way, not only am I hearing from members of the public who agree something needs to 
change here, but we will have a catalog of problem areas and can easily and immediately illus-
trate the pervasive nature of the issue around Connecticut.

If you are as fired up on this issue as I am, please reach out to my office with photos and loca-
tions of some of the worst offenders on our streets and in our communities. Email needleman@
senatedems.ct.gov or visit www.senatedems.ct.gov/senator/norm-needleman/email-contact to 
get in touch; I look forward to hearing from you.

State Sen. Norm Needleman, D-33rd District
Note: The 33rd Senate District includes Colchester, East Hampton and Portland, as well as Ches-

ter, Clinton, Deep River, East Haddam, Essex, Haddam, Lyme, Old Saybrook, and Westbrook.

Needleman

interesting to me, so I want to document their 
thinking, their rationale, their motivation.”

That addition turned his project into some-
thing much bigger than what it was originally. 
Now, one of his favorite stories is about a pizza 
shop in West Haven.

In the early morning hours of Sept. 12, 2001, 
the owner was grieving and wanted to display 
an American flag. But there were no flags to buy, 
so he looked around.

He saw his pizza boxes; then he had an idea. 
He painted them like an American flag.

“He was upset. He didn’t know what to do. He 
couldn’t get a flag,” described Carley.

Carley described how the store owner ran 
into trouble trying to buy spray paint after 
hours, but he was eventually successful. The 
pizza boxes became one of Carley’s earliest pho-
tographs in the project.

“Every flag I take, I want to know the story 
behind it,” he said.

A Road Trip Across America
Carley soon began taking road trips in search 

of flags. After he was laid off from his job at the 
time, he suddenly had more time to travel – so 
he used his new freedom to drive.

And drive.
And drive.
Over the years, Carley has visited 46 states 

while working on his project. He’s traveled to 
Michigan, Florida, Washington state, Pennsyl-
vania, Texas and many other places.

“I’ve really covered a lot of territory,” he 
laughed.

The trips became some of the happiest expe-
riences of his life. “It was one of the most enjoy-
able things I’ve ever done in my life,” said Carley.

Along the way, friends became part of the 
project too. They would call him when they 
spotted an unusual flag.

“That’s how I got a lot of these images was from 
my friends who were scouting for me,” he said.

One photograph came from Queens, N.Y., 
where a man stood beside the Long Island Ex-
pressway waving several flags at passing driv-
ers. Carley heard about him from someone and 
drove as quickly as he could to find him. Luck-
ily, he arrived in time.

That photograph later became part of an in-
ternational juried show.

Keeping History Alive
Carley said he believes the photographs he 

takes are important because they show how 
people responded to one of the darkest days in 
American history.

“It’s history. It was the worst attack on Ameri-
can soil ever,” he said.

But Carley didn’t want his project to focus 
only on destruction. Other photographers doc-
umented the smoke, the fires and Ground Zero. 
Carley wanted to show what happened after in 
communities across America.

“I wanted to show the heartland and people 
responding to the attack, and the uplifting mes-
sages and patriotism,” he said.

Some of his photographs do show the sadness 
of the time, including photographs of missing 
person posters at ground zero. But most of his 
work looks at what came next - the way ordi-
nary people tried to make sense of tragedy.

For Carley, the American flag became a sym-
bol of that response. He called the change a 

“metamorphosis” of the flag.
“It didn’t stay on a flagpole,” he said. “It 

morphed into houses, onto trucks, cabooses, 
trains, anything you can imagine.”

Carley described many of the flags as tempo-
rary.

Paint faded. Materials cracked. Homemade 
signs peeled away. Many of the displays are gone 
now.

That’s part of why Carley keeps photograph-
ing them.

He recently discovered a large American flag 
painted onto a neighborhood road in Hudson, 
Mass., which had been there since 2001.

“I was very happy to find one in 2026 that 
dated all the way back to September, 2001 that 
they’re maintaining and keeping up,” he said. He 
knows discoveries like that are rare.

“Most flags, most demonstrations of patrio-
tism, they faded, they cracked, they peeled. 
They don’t exist anymore,” said Carley. “It’s a 
temporary canvas.”

A Lifetime of Art
The flag photography project is only one part 

of Carley’s artistic portfolio. He studied political 
science and fine arts at the University of Penn-
sylvania. He has exhibited his work in more 
than 100 shows and has had photographs dis-
played at museums and galleries.

He also creates what he called “found flags” 
from recycled materials such as water bottles, 
coffee cup lids, cardboard, you name it.

“I became a flag artist,” he said. “So I make 
flags out of recycled junk.” Some of those cre-
ations will also be part of the Slater exhibition.

Carley has also spent years drawing carica-
tures of famous people. He’s even surprised ac-
tors, athletes and politicians with his artwork.

But his flag project remains especially close to 
his heart. He estimates that he has about 60,000 
photographs, with thousands organized into 
categories such as flag houses, flag trucks, flag 
mailboxes, flag food and flag t-shirts.

“I went a little crazy, but I love doing it,” he 
said.

That’s the best way to understand Carley’s 
work – he loves it.

He loves the searching, the driving and the 
surprise of finding something new. He loves 
meeting the people who created the flags. Most 
of all, he loves preserving their stories.

“When I do something, I put my whole heart 
into it,” said Carley. That has never stopped and 
never been less than evident.

Now, 25 years later after that first glimpse of 
smoke across the Sound, his photographs are gath-
ered in one place. At the Slater Museum, visitors 
will see flags painted on houses, cars and other 
unexpected places. They will see photographs of 
grief, hope, creativity and remembrance.

They will also see something that cannot be 
captured by a camera alone. They’ll see people 
trying to heal.

Carley believes that’s what makes the project 
matter. “It’s important to get the story behind 
the flag,” he said.

A flag can be cloth. It can be paint on a house. 
It can be a pizza box made into a symbol of hope 
in the middle of the night. Or it can be a photo-
graph, carefully saved for 25 years.

For Carley, each one tells a story. And for 25 
years, he has made sure those stories will never 
disappear.
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MY WORD.

JIM HARRINGTON
860-966-9966
JIM@HARRS.COM

Jim Harrington, 
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$A Special Connection, cont. from page 1

RHAM Music Mattress Showroom Fundraiser Dancing with the Stars

Submissions Accepted for ‘Fall Into Art’

AHM Youth and Family Services will pres-
ent a “Dancing with the Stars” fundraiser Sat-
urday, Sept. 19, at the RHAM High School au-
ditorium, 85 Wall St., Hebron.

This community-centered event pairs local 
“celebrities” with dance studios to learn and 
perform a choreographed routine on stage.

Teams will have individual fundraising pag-

es to earn “fan votes” before the event. Voting 
is open through Sept. 17. A panel of judges 
will choose an overall winner the night of the 
event.

Tickets are $12/person when purchased in 
advance online, and $15 at the door on Sept. 19.

For more information, visit ahmyouth.org.

AHM Youth and Family Services is hold-
ing the second “Fall Into Art” autumn-themed 
community art show on Saturday, Oct. 24. 
Enjoy local art, craft projects, and a visit from 
AHM’s mascot, Pendelton the Owl.

Local artists and community members of all 
ages are invited to participate in this autumn-

themed day of fun. To submit your artwork for 
display, use the form at ahmyouth.org/fall-into-
art-registration.

This free event is held during Hebron Harvest 
Moon Festival, in collaboration with the He-
bron Creative Collective.

For more information, visit ahmyouth.org.

The RHAM Music Boosters group is hosting 
the return of its 1-Day Mattress Sale Fundraiser, 
partnering with Custom Fundraising Solutions 
to make the event possible.

For one day only on Saturday, Sept. 26, from 
10 a.m.-4 p.m., the RHAM High School cafete-
ria (85 Wall St., Hebron) will be transformed 
into a full-scale mattress showroom. Cus-
tom Fundraising Solutions (CFS) will provide 
brand-new mattresses at up to 50% below retail 
value. The sale will feature such brands as Pur-
ple, Simmons Beautyrest Black, Helix, Therape-
dic, Tranquility Sleep Systems, and more. Every 
purchase supports the students – even if you 
just want a luxury pillow.

What’s available at the sale: twin mattresses 
starting at $199; full mattresses starting at $289; 
queen mattresses starting at $299; king mat-

tresses starting at $499; and master suite luxury 
options ranging from $1,500 to $3,500+. 

Adjustable power bases, CordaRoy’s Con-
vertible Bean Bag/Nest chairs, luxury sheets 
& pillows, body massagers, and mattress pro-
tectors will also be sold below retail the day of 
the event. Delivery, old mattress removal, and 
0% financing options are available, with orders 
ready for delivery or pick-up 12 to 14 days after 
the sale.

Every mattress is brand-new, built-to-order, 
comes in all standard sizes, and carries full 
100% factory warranties. Every purchase di-
rectly supports the RHAM High School Music 
Department.

For more information, search for “RHAM 
Mattress Fundraiser” on Facebook.

RHAM • RHAM • RHAM • RHAM •  RHAM •  RHAM • RHAM •  RHAM •  RHAM •  RHAM •  RHAM •  RHAM •  RHAM •  RHAM •  RHAM •  RHAM

During her time living in New York City, Leslie Houghton, now a Portland resident, 
helped to rebuild the World Trade Center site. “There was this camaraderie amongst 
the workers,” she said. “We all had the same goal: to help New York rise to the top.”

and better.”
She added, “I just remember that, every day 

going to work there and just, being so happy, 
you know? Even though it was such an awful 
thing. I was happy that I was contributing to 
that [rebuilding].”

Houghton said that, when she worked on 
Tower 2, she worked on the basement, which 
she said she believed was 56 levels deep. 

“When we were all down in those basements,” 
she said, “we heard that some of the concrete 
guys had actually found someone’s wallet, after 
so many years.”

“I just remember feeling so sad to hear that,” 
Houghton continued, adding that it drove home 
“how real it was where we were standing” and 
“how many people lost their lives there.” 

Houghton stopped working at the World 
Trade Center in 2016, when she was pregnant 

and just weeks away from giving birth. She 
moved to Portland about five years ago with her 
husband and three kids.

Two weeks ago, retired flight attendant Paul 
Veneto passed through Portland as part of his 
“Paulie’s Push” walk from Boston to Ground 
Zero, and Houghton showed up in her brick-
layer work gear to push one of his airline bev-
erage carts and honor the lives lost. She said it 
was hard not to get emotional talking about her 
work at the site, but that she was proud that she 
had been a part of New York’s rebuilding. It was 
possible to feel both things at once, she said.

“Every time we worked there, we always 
stopped working on Sept. 11th and took our 
moment of silence,” she said. 

“Yeah, it’s tough working there, but I am glad 
I did.” 
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New Beginnings for Life is a smaller company 
with a big heart that cares for individuals with intellectual 
disabilities. We are seeking kind, patient, and passionate 

candidates to join our team. We have individuals who need care 
and companionship in Colchester and surrounding towns.

We have great benefits, and the rate of pay is $17.25 per hour.
For our day support program, which is from 8am-4pm and 2pm-

5pm, the towns are in Salem, Groton, Hebron, Lebanon, Higganum, 
East Haddam, New London, Norwich, East Hampton, Colchester.
For our group home positions we have Monday-Sunday open 

second and third shift which is 3pm-11pm and 11pm-7am.
These positions are in Colchester.

If you are interested in becoming a part of our team, please
feel free to call us and ask for more information at 860-531-9426

EMPLOYMENT

Job Requirements:
• Willingness to learn
• Strong work ethic
• Comfort in a fast paced environment
• 18 years or older

Dondero Orchards is looking 
for enthusiastic individuals to join 

their kitchen team!! 
 Duties include but are not limited to:
• Preparing sandwiches for lunch service
• Prepping fruits & vegetables
• Assembling pies
• Making pickles
• Cleaning • & more!

Please stop in to 529 Woodland Street for more 
information and to fill out an application or

Call (860) 659-0294 and ask to speak to Sandy.
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Whether you’re considering selling your 
home, or beginning the quest to find 
your first/next home, let me partner 

with you to accomplish your goals! As a 
team member of Century 21 Allpoints, 

we have the experience, resources, 
relationships and proven track record to 
guide you through this volatile Market.

Mark Kehrhahn,  
for all Your real estate needs!  

 860-638-9485
Markk.realestate@gmail.com

#1 CENTURY 21 Firm  
in Connecticut Since 2000.  

We have been Family 
Owned & Operated since 

opening in 1989.  
With 11 offices in CT.

Awarded the prestigious  
Centurion Award

12
07
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Century 21 Allpoints Realty

ANNOUNCEMENTS
WANTED 
TO BUY

PETS

CASH PAID for any Toyota
Other makes, running or not, crashed 
ok. Will take other makes and models. 

Free pickup. Call any time:
203-600-4431 C

IT
1-

12
-2

3

RENTALS

REAL ESTATE

D O G O B E D I E N C E 
CLASSES :  start ing 
soon. Offering Puppy 
Kindergarten, Basic 
Manners/What Rescue 
Dogs Need and Want; 
CGC/Therapy; Agility. 
Over 25 years experi
ence. Michelle Larson, 
Paws-N-Heel DTC, 860-
267-6040. paws-n-heel
dogtraining.com.

C A N D L E L I G H T 
A P A R T M E N T S , 
G L A S T O N B U R Y : 
RENT NOW, one bed
room available, renov
ated, first floor. Rent 
is currently $1,750 per 
month. Includes heat/
hot water, trash, sew
er.  Ons i te  s to r age 
and assigned parking 
available. Property is 
a SMOKE FREE Com
plex. Please call via text 
or cell 860-913-6723, 
Offi ce 860-529-1725.

F O R  R E N T 
GLASTONBURY: Soap 
Factory Condominium, 
222 Wil l iam Street. 
Beaut i fu l  3rd Floor 
Corner spacious unit. 
Pool available. Heat & 
A/C included. Available 
October 1st. $1,850 per 
month. Please contact 
860-794-5261 or email 
maryanngranato6@
gmail.com.

G L A S T O N B U R Y 
-  L O V E LY L A R G E 
FURNISHED HOME: 
wi th al l  ut i l i t ies in
cluded.  WiFi to share 
with mature person. Vet
erans, elderly people 
welcome. Background 
check.  $800/monthly 
plus security deposit. 
Call Richard 860-716-
1227.

M A R L B O R O U G H 
O F F I C E  S P A C E , 
WEST ROAD:  East 
access to Route 2. 1,030 
sqft, with reception area, 
3 offices, kitchenette, 
bathroom, storage & 
plenty of parking. $1,400 
per month; utilities sep
arate. Call 860-748-
0909.

C R O M W E L L O N E 
B E D R O O M  3 R D 
FLOOR WALK-UP: 
$1,250/month lease. 
No Pets. No Smoking. 
860-685-1487.

G L A S T O N B U R Y 
OFFICE SPACE FOR 
RENT: Individual offices 
or space up to 1,000-
1,400 square feet suites. 
Use of conference room 
included. Call 860-633-
3545.

ROOM FOR RENT, 
H A R R I N G T O N 
C O U R T , 
COLCHESTER: Avail
able Nov 1st. Call Joey 
for more information. 
860-576-0098.

Northeast Auto & Truck Inc.
394 North Main St., Marlborough, CT 06447

Exit 13 Route 2 Eastbound, behind Mobil station
www.northeastautoandtruck.com
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OPEN MONDAY–FRIDAY 8am–5pm 860-295-9517

FULL SERVICE REPAIRFULL SERVICE REPAIR
FOREIGN & DOMESTIC!FOREIGN & DOMESTIC!

HIRING
EXPERIENCED 

MECHANIC

Graphic Designer
 

Part-time opening for experienced 
Graphic Designer, 

Production Assistant.
 

Duties include ad design, customer 
service, and sending completed 

files to print.
 

Must be experienced in InDesign.
 

Newspaper experience preferred.
 

Please send cover letter and 
resume to greg@rarereminder.com 

PROPOSALS FOR 
SNOW PLOWING
Goodspeed Musicals is 
accepting snow plowing 
proposals for all of our  
East Haddam facilities.
Contact Tim Garland,
Director of Facilities at 
tgarland@goodspeed.org  
for details and to schedule  
a mandatory site visit.
Deadline for proposals is end 
of business day on 9/14/26.

PROPOSALS FOR
SNOW PLOWING
Goodspeed Musicals is 
accepting snow plowing 
proposals for all of our 
East Haddam facilities.
Contact Tim Garland, 
Director of Facilities at 
tgarland@goodspeed.
org for details and to 

schedule a mandatory 
site visit. 

Deadline for proposals 
is end of business day 

on 9/14/26.
RE9-4-26

EMPLOYMENT

D O N D E R O 
O R C H A R D S  I S 
SEEKING: enthusiastic 
individuals to join their 
kitchen team! Stop by 
529 Woodland Street, 
South Glastonbury for 
an application!

HELP WANTED
TOWN OF MARLBOROUGH

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
BOARD CLERK  

 
The Town of Marlborough is accepting applications for part-
time Board Clerk for 3 to 6 hours per month. This position is re-
sponsible for producing minutes for boards and commissions. 
The position requires attendance at meetings on weeknight 
evenings. Candidates must have excellent writing skills and be 
proficient in word processing on a personal computer. 
A Town of Marlborough Employment Application and Board 
Clerk job description is available in the Town Clerk’s office, 
online at marlboroughct.gov or by calling 860-295-6206.  Com-
pleted applications are to be submitted to the Town Clerk, P.O. 
Box 29, 26 North Main St., Marlborough, CT  06447 or by email 
at townclerk@marlboroughct.gov. 2TB  9/4, 9/11

B U Y I N G 
C O L L E C T I O N S  & 
ACCUMULATIONS, 
FREE REVIEW: Comic 
Books, Vintage Toys, 
Spor ts  Cards ,  Adv 
S igns /Cans (Soda, 
Beer, Gas Stat ion), 
Zippos, License Plates, 
Jewelry, Postcards, Etc. 
Call/Text 860-817-4350

WANTED GRANITE 
STONES: mill stones, 
tether stones, entry 
steps, fence posts, feed
ing troughs, well covers, 
sinks, posts, curbing, 
stone boot scrapers, 
and carriage steps. 860-
216-8144.

WANTED TO BUY: 
your sterling silverware, 
tea set, or any item 
made of sterling. Top 
cash price paid on the 
spot. I can come to your 
home or meet you at 
a place of your choos
ing. Call/text Dominic at  
860-836-5013 or email 
dmbappraisal@sbcg
lobal.net.

WANTED TO BUY: All 
antiques; toys, military, 
watches, advertising, 
jewelry, coins, clocks, 
s i g n s ,  a l l  m u s i c a l 
instruments, guitars, 
saxophones, keyboards, 
trumpets, amplifiers, 
accordions, vintage 
electronics, hi-fi stereo, 
amplifiers, pro-audio, 
radios, ham equipment, 
tube type equipment, 
plus more. 1 item or 
entire estate. Call 860-
707-9350.

WANTED: Individual 
firearms, collections & 
estates including, mil
itary & related items. 
Federally licensed fire
arms dealer.  Appraisal. 
Richard Pleines. 860-
663-2214.

and many nieces and nephews. He was prede-
ceased by his sisters, Barbara L. Olis and Sharon 
Montgomery.

A funeral service will be held Monday, Sept. 
14, at 10 a.m., at the Valley Bible Evangelical 
Free Church, 220 Turkey Hill Rd., Haddam. 
The service will be followed by the burial with 
Military Honors at Union Hill Cemetery in 
Middle Haddam. 

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to 
Valley Bible in his name. To leave online con-
dolences, please visit www.spencerfuneralho-
meinc.com.

Obituaries cont.
Town of Portland

Board of Assessment Appeals
Legal Notice and Agenda 

The Board of Assessment Appeals will meet on September 
22, 2026 at 6:00 p.m. at the Town Hall, 33 East Main St., 
room G3, for the sole purpose of hearing and acting on ap-
peals for motor vehicles on the Grand List of October 1, 2025.
Applicants are encouraged to submit an Appeal Application 
(1 per vehicle) to the Assessor’s Office by 4:30 p.m. of the 
posted date of the scheduled hearing. Appeal applications 
and information is accessible at; https://www.portlandct.org/
assessment-appeals 
William Donahue, Chairman 

1TB  9/11

Like us on Facebook
RivereastNewsBulletin
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Property Maintenance • Landscape Bed Renovation
Spring Cleanups • Tree & Shrub Planting & Removal

Topsoil, Mulch & Decorative Stone Installation
Seasonal Cleanup • Dethatching • Plug Aeration

Over-Seeding • Yard Expansion • Drainage • Excavation
Lawn Installation/Repair • Weekly Mowing

HIC.0600529

Toper’s 
Lawncare 

PLUS

Toper’s Lawncare Plus llc
(860) 295-0097

SENIOR 

CITIZEN 

DISCOUNT

Tick/Mosquito Control Brush Removal 
including roots

C
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NO TREE TOO TOUGH...
Tree Removal • Stump Grinding 

Multi-Tree Discounts • Crane Service 
Brush Clearing • Lot Clearing

— RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL —

GLASTONBURY, CT 
Licensed & Insured

Ryan Krajewski
860-573-1244

All calls returned with 24 hours!

— Call Steve —

(860) 917-5459
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CT HIC Lic #0635384

  FUllY INSUReD
FRee eStIMateS

Walks • Patios • Retaining Walls 
Light Excavation & Drainage

CommERCiaL/REsiDEntiaL

serving Colchester & 
surrounding towns

Weekly & Bi-Weekly Mowing

Specializing in TREE REMOVAL
and all your LANDSCAPING NEEDS!

Plantings, Mulch, Yard
Expansion,  Skidsteer Service 

and Much More!

HOWES Landscaping 
& Tree Service llc

860-608-1480
Howes your yard?

Free Estimates • Fully InsuredCOMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

R
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860-205-3266
DB STUMP

LICENSED & INSURED • VETERAN DISCOUNTS

Removal LLC

• Stump Grinding / Removal
 • Brush Cutting
  • Yard Expansions & Restoration
         • Lawn Aeration & Overseeding

C
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DBStumpremoval
www.dbstumpremoval.com

Commercial & Residential 
Portland, CT

860-342-0352www.kclawncarellc.com
HIC.0642096 Fully Lic. & Ins. • Free Estimates

Now Accepting New Customers For:

Weekly Mowing
Mulching  Pruning R

E4
-2

4-
26

Call 860-209-5772

Ryans TRee seRvice

FREE ESTIMATESState Lic. #SFPH000902FULLY INSURED

R
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CALL NOW
FOR LOW 

SUMMER RATES!
• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions• Lot Clearing & Yard Expansions
• Stumpgrinding & Grading • Stumpgrinding & Grading (including muddy driveways)(including muddy driveways)

Accepting Most Major Credit Cards

Hazardous Tree Removal We Climb or Bucket 
Truck Service

SCHEDULE YOUR FALLSCHEDULE YOUR FALL
LEAF CLEANUP TODAY!LEAF CLEANUP TODAY!

RE9-4-26

Don’t wait. 
Call to schedule a FREE estimate

Scalia & Associates, LLC
scaliaf@sbcglobal.net

Landscaping Services.  
Serving your community for 25 years.

(860) 280-6353

LEGALS

RnR Garden Angels
Call today for a FREE consultation

860.365.0504

• Garden Spring Cleaning • Edging • Cut Backs • Soil 
Amendment • Fertilize • Mulch • Plant Division • Plant 
relocation • Dead Heading for continuous blooms • Garden 
Mapping • Plant Tagging • Weekly Garden Maintenance • 
Foundation Plantings • Pruning • Weeding • New Plantings
• Garden Design • Garden Art from 100% recycled materials

Has your garden gotten out of control?
Too tired to maintain it on your own?
Don’t know where to start on your spring garden?

Garden RestorationGarden Restoration
by RnR Garden Angels

d6
50

95
4

RnR
Garden
Angels

“Weeding
out all your

garden
woes.”
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WE’RE HIRING! Call us today for more info. 

MULCH
& STONE

LOT

93 EAST HIGH STREET – (ROUTE 66)
EAST HAMPTON – (860) 267-0143

OPEN EVERYDAY INCLUDING SAT 8–6; SUN 9–6

R
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It’s Time To Fix Your Driveway!
Great products for repairing driveways including:

3/4” Driveway Mix (aka process)

3/4” Crushed Utility Stone
1-1/4” Crushed Stone

 Plus other sizes of Utility Stone available
 Pick it up or have it delivered!

LOw DELIvERy MINIMUM

Jim’s Tree 
Stump Removal

Fast Service
Reasonable Rates

Free Estimates
860-267-9957 R

E4
-2

-2
1

Site Preparation Grading
Small Scale Demolition

Dry Well Installation
Drainage Installation

Land Clearing
Stump Grinding Debris Removal

Lawn Restoration
Topsoil and Seeding

Brush and Shrub Removal
carterthomasllc@gmail.com

www.carterthomasexcavation.com

QUALITY 
SERVICE 

YOU’LL NEVER 
FORGET!

Carter Polverari 
(owner/Operator)

Licensed and insured 
HIC#0705443

203.815.4791203.815.4791
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TREE & LANDSCAPING
L A W N  M O W I N G : 
Local! Professional, 
competitive rates. 30 
years of experience. Call 
Thomas 860-267-7515.

T R E E S E RV I C E S: 
Beech leaf disease 
management, arbor
vitae maintenance, tree 
pruning, shrub pruning, 
removals, consulting 
by licensed arborists. 
LaPila Arborists, LLC 
860-965-5546.

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
TOWN OF ANDOVER

PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION
The Andover Planning & Zoning Commission will hold a hybrid in 
person and online Public Hearing Tuesday, September 15, 2026 
to hear the following application and receive public comments:
Application 26-2ZC: Proposal to amend various sections of the 
Andover Zoning Regulations concerning the Mixed-Use Floating 
Zone. Applicant: Design Professionals
Comments, questions or concerns may be presented at the 
public hearing or submitted in writing to the Andover Building and 
Land Use Office, 17 School Road, Andover, CT 06232.  
Applications and exhibits are on file in the Building and Land 
Use Department for public inspection or online on the Town of 
Andover’s website. 
Instructions for joining the public hearing via Zoom are posted on 
the town’s website in the Calendar.
Wayne Kasacek
Zoning Agent

2TB  9/4, 9/11

LEGAL NOTICE 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

TOWN OF HEBRON, CONNECTICUT
The Hebron Zoning Board of Appeals will hold a Public Hear-
ing at a Special Meeting scheduled for Tuesday, September 
15, 2026, at 7:30 PM, at the Hebron Town Office Building, 15 
Gilead Street, Hebron, CT, concerning the following:

1. Petition 2026-01; Request of Frank & Elizabeth F. Cianci 
for a variance to Section 2.E.5 of the Hebron Zoning Regula-
tions, to allow a 24’ x 24’ accessory structure (detached 
two-car garage) to be located 16’ from the front property line 
where the minimum front yard setback is 50’, on premise 
located at 114 Cone Road, R-1 District.

Dated at Hebron, Connecticut, on this 2nd day of September 
2026.
Interested persons may appear and all written communications 
will be received.
Legal Notice will be published on the Town of Hebron Website 
at https://hebronct.com/agendas/ 2TB  9/4, 9/11

1TB  9/11

TOWN OF PORTLAND
PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION

LEGAL NOTICE OF DECISION 
At the September 3, 2026 meeting, the following actions were 
taken:
Approved with conditions Application #25-18: 1361 and 1373 
Portland Cobalt Road. Request for a Site Plan review for a pro-
posed 3,750 SF gas station and convenience store with drive 
through and a 4,000 SF retail building. Application and property 
of Global Portland, LLC. Map 15, Lot 50-2. Zone B-2.
Approved with conditions Application #26-01: 920 Glastonbury 
Turnpike across from Isinglass Hill Road. Request for a Special 
Permit Renewal of a Sand and Gravel Excavation Permit to 
Excavate and Remove 470,624 Cubic Yards of Earth Material. 
Application of the Portland Aggregates LLC and property of 
Portland S& G LLC. Map 119, Lot 2 and 3. Zone R-25.
Dated at Portland, CT this 4th day of September 2026
Robert Ellsworth, Chairman
Planning & Zoning Commission

TOWN OF EAST HAMPTON
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION

NOTICE OF ACTION
At the regular meeting on Wednesday, September 2, 2026 at 
6:30 p.m. at the Town Hall and via ZOOM, the East Hampton 
Planning and Zoning Commission took the following actions:
PZC-26-009: Skinner Street Properties LLC. Special Permit 
modification to provide for additional mixed use/commercial 
and industrial uses, 46 Skinner Street Map 20/ Block 48C/ Lot 
17A - Approved
Ray Zatorski, Chairman 1TB  9/11

Your Ad
Should Be here!

Call us at: 860-633-4691
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COMPLETE LAWN
MAINTENANCE

- Scheduled Mowings
- New Lawn Installations
- Spring/Fall Cleanups 

- Light Excavation/Drainage 
- Landscape Rock/Mulch 

Installation
- Landscape Bed
Design/Plantings

- Demolition
- Snow Removal/Salting 

- Junk Removal/Clean outs 
- Retaining Walls/Walks Locally in East Hampton, CT

Fully Licensed & Insured – HIC # 0661818

860.913.6203 RE6-5-26

Patios/Walkways
Landscape Design
Lawn Installations

TREE & LANDSCAPING

SERVICES

• Reclaiming • Residential • Commercial
Save $ on in place recycling of your old 

pavement creating a great base to pave on.
 FREE ESTIMATES

See us on the web www.fullerpavingct.com
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FULLER
PAVING & GRADING

195 Jones Hollow Rd., Marlborough, CT
860-295-9566

Established 1990 ~ Proud of Our Great Service Record
Fully Insured • CT lIC. # 0537749

FENCE REPAIR
Quality Work at a Competitive Price

OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

860-930-5492
FULLY INSURED • HIC #0657705

DeLeo Fence

R
E 
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Custom Fences: Wood, Vinyl, 
Aluminum & Chain Link

WE WORK YEAR ROUND!

SEPTIC SYSTEMS
EXCAVATION SERVICES 

WATER & SEWER MAINS
Drainage, Grading and More!

(860) 334-6425 
earthandwaterwerks@gmail.com

Call or Email 
for a FREE 
Estimate! 

Licensed & Insured 

R
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860-716-0661
tsminorenterprises.com

Storm Clean Up
& Tree Removal

— RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL —

HIC# 
0653158

• Mulching and Planting
• Lawn Installation 
• Land Clearing
• Tree, Brush and
 Stump Removal
• Patios, Walkways
 and Retaining Walls
• Drainage: Gutters, French Drains, Drywells

FULLY 
INSURED

Dumpster Rental 
(10-15yd)

Junk Removal and Demolition 

Dorsey Construction

John Dorsey • 860-890-9884
— Looking For New Mowing Accounts —

R
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Concrete Work – sidewalks, stairs, 
patios, colored concrete & stamped concrete

Roof Repair – rubber roof, torchdown,
metal roofs, and slate roof repair

Summer is Here!
Gutter & Leader Cleaning • Painting 

Powerwashing • Waterproofing • Landscaping

LOCALLY OWNED
FULL SERVICE TREE EXPERTS

Remove your high-risk trees
BEFORE the storm season arrives!

Certified Arborists
of Marlborough llc

CT Licensed Arborist #S-6236 

FULLY LICENSED & INSURED

R
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Veteran Owned
& Operated

860.573.0428
toddrcohen@hotmail.com
Senior, Veteran, & First Responder Discounts

30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

QUALITY WORK
REASONABLE RATES

CALL CHRIS
860-644-2595

L&L Landscaping

Spring/Fall Clean-ups • DethatchingSpring/Fall Clean-ups • Dethatching
Shrub/Tree RemovalShrub/Tree Removal

Pruning • Brush ClearingPruning • Brush Clearing
Patios • Retaining Walls • Paver Walkways Patios • Retaining Walls • Paver Walkways 

Mulch • StonesMulch • Stones
Sidewalk EdgingSidewalk Edging

RE4-18-25

72 Miller Road, Colchester • 860-537-4093

WE DELIVER
Backhoe/Bulldozer Services for Large & Small Jobs

R
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BALDI STONE & GRAVEL
DRIVEWAY NEED REPAIR? 

CALL US FOR ALL YOUR
STONE AND DRAINAGE NEEDS

Bobcat Services for all your 
small excavation projects
Open Saturdays! Plus Deliveries

NOW ACCEPTING MOST 
MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

Screened 
Topsoil

Fresh
Garden 

Compost

SERVICES
• Tree & Land Clearing
     • Tree & Brush Cutting & Removal • Stump Removal
• Property & Hardscape
     • Grading & Drainage • Concrete • Shed Pads
     • Walls/Walkways & Patios 
     • Gravel Driveways & Extensions
• Cleanup & Prep
      • Demo & Debris Removal

EASTBURY 
Landscaping & Home Improvement

Reliable • Affordable • Quality Work You Can Trust.

RE5-29-26

For more info call or text 
860-906-7825

Eastburyhomeimprovement@gmail.com
Licensed & Insured

C & C Lawncare – East Hampton
(203) 435-5355

TREE 
REMOVAL

RE3-27-26

We Now Accept All Major Credit Cards • Fully Insured

YARD EXPANSIONS
FIREWOOD FOR SALE

We ClimbLicensed Arboriston Staff

Lot & Brush Clearing

Lower impact to your property.
We go where heavy equipment can’t.

BUDGET LAWNCARE
SPRING & FALL CLEAN UPS 

WEEKLY/BI-WEEKLY 
LAWN MOWINGS - 

DAMIAN TREMONT
OWNER

860.550.4265
Call or Text 24/7 

Hebron, CT
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Quality Work

Same Day
Call Returns
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LANDSCAPING LLC

— FOUR SEASON SERVICES —
CALL NOW FOR SPRING CLEANUPS

Weekly Mowing  
Pruning • Brush Clearing 

Mulch • Stones • Snow Removal
Call Jaime (860) 478-8457

www.jbelandscaping.com
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Summer is here! 

86 JONES HOLLOW ROAD, MARLBOROUGH, CT

(860) 214-9923
RLFrancks@comcast.net

Lawn TECS SR LLC.
Yard Grooming / Lawn Maintenance

services include: Weekly/Bi-Weekly Mowing • Brush Removal
Downed Tree & Debris Removal • Mulch Installation

Light Moving • Light Hauling • Spring & Fall Cleanups
— CT LICENSED & FULLY INSURED — 

Schedule Your Cleanups Today 
We’re into summer and it’s time to start thinking about cutting

that overgrowth area back and don’t forget your drains. 

Call Jack for FREE ESTIMATE
(860) 818-2773 C
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Tree Removal
CALL JACK TODAY

Property Maintenance • Weekly Lawn Care
Landscaping • Spring & Fall Cleanups

Walkways, Patios, Retaining Walls 
Bobcat & Excavation Services • Lot Cleaning

— COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL —
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SERVICES

Driveway Sealing & Repair
Hot Crack Sealing

Brush Mowing & Clearing

Call Jim Grossman at
860-305-1823 RE3-20-26

Alan & Chase Taylor, Father & Son owned — CT Lic. #562442

TAYLOR
PAVING llc

Now on our 41st Season!
“Original Owners Since 1985”

Owner Pricing
All Work Guaranteed
Local & State Specs

R
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On Your Asphalt Paving Work, Permanent 
Base Stonedust Products, Processed Gravel, 
Compaction, Excavation & Drainage Work

When your asphalt millings fail in a year call Al!

(860) 537-1379
(860) 334-5135

TEMPORARILY 
SOLD OUT!

FREE ESTIMATES

Cash & Senior Discounts
All American Crew Members!

Let our crew give your driveway a quality makeover.

“All Work Guaranteed”

ALL 
PURPOSE 

PAVING, LLC

State of the Art
Equipment

Free 
Estimates

FULLY INSURED
860-267-2109 • 860-827-3090 • 860-883-3314

Driveways • Parking Lots
Gas Station • Private Roads

Sidewalks/Curbing
Seal Coating • Asphalt Repair 

Parking Lot Sweeping
Gravel Work • Hot Crack Fill

Excavation & Drainage

IMMEDIATE
RESPONSE

NoNo
JobJob

Too Big Too Big 
oror

SmallSmall
Reasonable Rates
Senior Discounts
Church DiscountLic# 00548924

R
E3
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MUDDY DRIVEWAY? CALL US TODAY!

R
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AAA
Electrician ServicesElectrician Services

Installation of Automatic or Portable Generator Systems
LICENSED –   No Job Too Big or Too Small  – INSURED

Call Shawn 860-759-6652
aaaelectricianservices.com

FOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDSFOR ALL YOUR ELECTRICAL NEEDS
Residential & Commercial WiringResidential & Commercial Wiring

Don’t Pay the Big Company Prices!
Service Upgrades, New Construction, Remodels Additions, 

Outlets & Lights Added, Generators, Kitchens 

ELC. 0209770-E1

SaleS • Service • repairS

Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

Warranties • Insured • References

www.hydro-purewatertreatment.com
hydro-pure@charter.net

Lic #PLM280191

860-642-1949

Hydro-Pure
Water Treatment LLC

www.hydro-pure.com
info@hydro-pure.com

Lic #PLM280191
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SaleS • Service • repairS
Water SoftenerS • filterS
reverSe oSmoSiS • Uv UnitS

Treat For: Iron, Manganese, Bacteria
Hardness, Low pH, Sulfur, Nitrates
Sediment, Taste & Odor Removal

860-537-1949

from dripping faucets 
to all your major 

plumbing/heating needs
Water Heaters

Leaky Pipe Repair/Replacements
Garbage Disposal Replacements

Faucets/Toilets
Call Leo at 860-267-2354

R
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PLUMBING & HEATINGPLUMBING & HEATING

Lic. # P204015H389727 Insured

Call Tyler 860-333-0070
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SUMMER 
SPECIAL!

$100 OFF

Asphalt 
Solutions

Major Credit Cards Accepted – Licensed & Insured HIC 0657488

Free Estimates

SeSealcoating
Crack Filling 

Paving

llc

R
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CT Lic
#393394

Installation & Service Available
Specializing in Natural Gas & Propane

Oil to Gas Conversions
Central & Ductless AC • Furnace • Boilers 
Pool Heaters • Water Heaters • Sheet Metal

860-989-5079
— Financing available —

— COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL —
Fully Licensed & Insured — P1. 0289420 | HIC. 0650960

NEED A PLUMBER?
Call/Text Phil: 203-506-7371

R
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East Hampton, Portland, Middletown, Glastonbury, Colchester

• Water Heaters
• Sump Pumps
• Toilets
• Faucets

• Disposals
• Water Filtration
• New Construction
• Bathroom Remodels

• Additions
• Well Pumps
• Gas Lines
• And more…!!!

House Washing,
Roof Cleaning,

& More!

R
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860-942-3913
Free Estimates

Google Us

HIC. 0654618 – Insured

No Water, No Problem!
Just let us know.

SENIOR & 

VETERAN 

DISCOUNTS
Call

860-633-4691
or

email your line 
ad to admin@
glcitizen.com

Classifieds
Pay 

The Glastonbury 
Citizen

& Rivereast
News Bulletin

MIDDLESEX
MECHANICAL

SERVICES LLC

Call for Seasonal Furnace
Service and Maintenance!

Licensed & Insured • LIC #0408372

R
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www.midmechct.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

FREE 
ESTIMATES

We offer financing!860.949.5711
Schedule Today!

We Offer Oil Tank 
Replacements

Family Owned Local Electricians specializing in service 
changes, generators, remodels, outlets, lighting and more!

www.Tuthillelectric.com 860-395-7638
FrEE EsTimaTEs • Fully Licensed & Insured E1 #0197601 C
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RE 8-7-26

C A R P E T  &  R U G 
CLEANING: Removes 
the dirt, dust, stains, & 
odors. Revitalizes your 
carpet. Call/text 203-
658-4446.

CARPET CLEANING: 
Have your carpets deep 
dry cleaned. Eliminate 
problems associated 
with water (mold, mil
dew). Best method avail
able for removal of pet 
stains, etc. Removes al
lergens. Immediate use. 
Upholstery cleaning. 
Completely safe. Wood 
floors restored without 
sanding. Experienced, 
references, insured. Wil
liam Agostinelli 860-704-
8486 calls only. Support 
Small Business.

C O N C R E T E  R E
PA I R S:  S idewalks, 
patios, refacing. Ask 
about Resin Rock and 
10% off your job. Pool 
repairs/closing. Curtain 
drains, etc. 860-347-
0509.

DEE’S ANTIQUES, 
P A Y S  $ $  C A S H 
MONEY $$:  Buying 
gold jewelry, sterling 
s i l ve r  j ewe l r y  and 
gold and silver coins. 
Military items, musical 
instruments,  vintage 
advertising signs and 
memorabilia, old toys, 
old hunting,  and fishing 
items.  Servicing the 
community and family  
respect ive ly  for  50 
years. Call 203-235-
8431.

DUMP RUNS/LIGHT 
HAULING: Same day 
appointments available. 
Cleanouts, basements, 
garages. Even junk in 
the backyard. We can 
take as much or as little 
as you want. Mark 860-
295-9692 or 860-916-
9577.

F L O O R S A N D I N G 
AND REFINISHING: 
Custom staining and 
finishing. Repairing and 
laying of all wood floors. 
Free estimates. James 
Gorman 860-647-9261.

G E N E R A L  C O N
TRACTOR: Let us re
invent your home. We 
specialize in bathroom, 
k i t chen ,  base men t 
renovations. Painting, 
window instal l at ion, 
decks & patio. Free es
timate, Licensed & In
sured. RK Home Repair 
LLC 860-331-1791.

INTERIOR PAINTING, 
DRYWALL REPAIR/
REMODELLING: Ex
pert textured ceiling 
repairs, f looring in
stallation, kitchen and 
bathroom updates/re
modelling. Handyman 
services. Over 35 years 
experience in all phases 
of remodelling. Reason
able prices/low hourly 
rates, licensed and in
sured. Call or text Mark 
at 860-805-8122.

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
RENOVATIONS: Dry 
wall repairs, sheet rock
ing, water damage, in
terior/exterior painting, 
6” gutter installation and 
gutter repairs. Call 860-
347-0509.

A B L E  M A S O N  & 
RESTORATION LLC: 
Chimney built, liner & 
wood stove installation, 
Brick, block, stone ven
eer. pavers, patio, tile 
and bathroom remodel, 
all masonry repairs. Li
censed & Insured. Call 
860-978-2947. 

J  & S  M A S O N RY: 
Des ign  pat io ,  poo l 
patio, Chimney repair. 
Stone walls, brick walls, 
retaining walls, steps. 
Roofs done, veneers 
done, walkways. Ce
ment, tiles, paving and 
building maintenance. 
All kinds of masonry and 
home repairs. Call John, 
860-796-0006.

J O S H ’ S  J U N K 
REMOVAL: All items 
removed at a reasonable 
rate. Call for estimate. 
We also remove sheds 
and hot tubs. Insured. 
Josh Langdon 48hrs. 
Cleaning Service. 860-
922-4621.

LEON MASONARY 
LLC: Built on Craft. 
Driven By Quality. Spe
cializing in all types of 
Masonary Work-Inside 
and Out. Licensed & 
Insured. 432-423-5521 
OR 860-888-9763.

NEED A RELIABLE 
PLUMBER OR HOME 
REPAIR PRO? Call 
Just in -  Your Local 
P l u m b i n g  &  B a t h 
Specialist! From leaky 
pipes to full bathroom 
makeovers, we do it 
all: Pipe repair; Water 
h e a t e r s ;  To i l e t s ; 
Garbage disposals; 
Kitchen sinks & faucets; 
Tub & shower valve 
replacements; Full & 
partial bath remodels. 
F a s t .  F r i e n d l y . 
A f f o r d a b l e .  F r e e 
Estimates. Licensed & 
Insured. Call or Text 
Justin Today 203-440-
5496.

WINDOW CLEANING/
P O W E R WA S H I N G 
:   Themarcofclean
windows.com. Since 
1991 and loving it! Local 
& Insured. In/out, Out
side only special. Text 
Marc at 860-508-0447.

W I N D O W C L E A N
ING: Residential, $9 
per window inside and 
out. Call 860-883-6775. 
Mr. Squeegee.



Page 34	 NEWS BULLETIN • September 11, 2026

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Specializing in Chimney 
Repairs & Hardscapes

Retaining Walls – Cultured Stone Veneers
Patios & Walkways – Indoor/Outdoor Fireplaces
We Service all of Central Connecticut • Free Consultation & Estimate

860-918-9048 Fully Licensed & Insured, Lic. 0640485
www.gottaandsonsmasonry.com

CIT7-30-26

Over 25 Years Experience in Masonry

Brian Becker 
Construction

Remodeling | Additions | Decks
Repairs | Excavation Work
Lot Clearing | Driveways

Foundations | Yard Expansion
— FULLY INSURED & REGISTERED —

Located in Middle Haddam, CT

860.978.7608 R
E6
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SHAW DRYWALL
HANGING & TAPING

First Class Service & Quality Work

860-228-0680
CT. LIC. #0623063                    FULLY INSURED R
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GENERAL CONTRACTOR
  BUILDER

ADDITIONS  KITCHENS
BATHROOMS  TRIM & PAINTING

ROOFS DONE IN ONE DAY!

860-853-0493

FINANCING
AVAILABLE

$10,000 * $117 MONTH

C
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Specializing in
Residential & Commercial Roofing

for over 20 years
– Free Competitive Estimates

– Financing Options Available
www.paquetteroofing.com

PAQUETTE
ROOFING

860.748.8410 C
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LLC

Hebron, CT Fully Insured LIC# 0615769

Interior/Exterior • Powerwashing
Light Carpentry

Ceiling & Sheetrock Repair
Water Damage Repair C
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AINTING
ARKER

Licensed
& insured

— FREE EStImAtES —
860-338-0156
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FRANKLIN J. DAVIS  CT LIC# HIC 0635952

PRO PAINTING
 
LLC

Power Washing

R
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Freshen Up for the Holidays!

KKS Construction
Property Maintenance Residential / Commercial
Carpentry – Roofing
Windows – Doors
Lic 0570333 / Ins - Est. 1995
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860.550.0932
kimsadlon@cox.net

in business since 1977 • licensed & insured
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Elliott Construction, Inc.
new construction, home improvements,

roofs, decks, additions, renovations,
interior/exterior painting

860.303.8265 elliottflom27@gmail.com

Bud Stula
Home Improvement

Kitchen & Bath Remodels
Ceramic  Hardwood  Vinyl Floors

Carpet Restretching  Trimwork & Painting
No Job Too Small — HIC # 0632650 • Insured

Call 860.377.0380
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RE3-13-20

3D Plans  Permit Plans
Budgets

860-537-5345
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all
about 
blinds

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

89 Main St
East Hampton
Custom Window 

Tretments

allaboutblindsct.com
860-267-8330

all
about 
blinds

Shades * Shutters
Shears & Draperies

89 Main St
East Hampton
Custom Window 

Tretments

allaboutblindsct.com
860-267-8330

89 Main St.
East Hampton

Custom Window
Treatments

Shades * Shutters
Sheers & Draperies

KC MASONRY
Stonewalls • Brick Walls • Bluestone • Steps
Fireplaces • Chimneys • Patios • Sidewalks

We can also do all Masonry Repairs!

Reliable
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  Quality Workmanship

KEN (203) 558-4951Free Estimates
Lic. No. 0604514

Free Estimates • CT Lic. #06096-1701 • Insured

30 Years
Experience

— GLASTONBURY BASED —

Cell  860.368.9486 
Office 860.657.9185

ADMasonry

ALL TYPES OF MASONRY
Patios • Walls • Paver Driveways

Stone for Pools, Patios, Decks
Stone & Bluestone Brick & Pavers
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Fully Insured – HIC #0647145
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Remodels • Bathrooms
Repairs/Handyman • Windows • Doors

Flooring • Concrete • Walls
Patios • Sidewalks 

Painting • Power Washing

860-685-1266 Dean Casella

Rogers Home Services
Bathroom Remodels, Trim, Home Repairs

 Carpentry, Interior Painting

Quality Craftsmanship at Reasonable Rates
jamie@rogershomeservices.com
www.rogershomeservices.com

C
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25860-983-9537
FULLY INSURED – CT #574467

KATE 202009 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
September 2020  • 2.5 x 1.5

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

KKateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell

Kitchens 
Basements 
Bathrooms 
Remodeling 
Mud Rooms 

Don’t See it - Call

Kateline Can Help. Call Us.

KATE 202010 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
September 2020  • 2.5 x 1.5

KATE 202011 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
September 2020  • 2.5 x 1.5

KATE 202012 • Glastonbury Citizen & Rivereast 
September 2020  • 2.5 x 1.5

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

KKateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell

Kitchens 
Basements 
Bathrooms 
Remodeling 
Mud Rooms 

Don’t See it - Call

Call Kateline Today

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

KKateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell

Kitchens 
Basements 
Bathrooms 
Remodeling 
Mud Rooms 

Don’t See it - Call

Be Happy. Call Kateline.

We Always Call You Back 
Free Estimates • License #552540 

www.Katelinellc.com

KKateline
860-633-5296 

860-965-8084 - cell

Kitchens 
Basements 
Bathrooms 
Remodeling 
Mud Rooms 

Don’t See it - Call

We Are Here to Help You
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HOME IMPROVEMENT
S TA R K E Y  H O M E 
REMODELING: Call 
today for a free estim
ate on all your Interior 
and Exterior needs. 
Roofing, decks, sheds, 
windows/doors, gut
ters, landscape ser
vices, porches, patios, 
f raming,  car pent ry, 
siding, kitchens/baths, 
basements, f looring 
(tile, hardwood, lamin
ate & vinyl), painting/
staining, insulation, trim, 
etc. Locally owned. Li
censed/Insured. James 
860-573-3597. 

ALL STAR MASONRY: 
Affordable prices. Our 
prices can’t be beat. 
P a t i o s - w a l k w a y s -
steps-walls-concrete-
chimney-pavers-blue
stone-drainage-decking 
and more. 35 years’ 
experience. Fully l i
censed and insured. 
HIC#0563329. https://
mersiniv12.wixsite.com/
allstarmasonry. Call 
Bebe 860-960-9167.

D&A TILE: Free es
timates. Licensed and 
insured. All types of tile 
work, kitchens, baths. 
All work guaranteed. 25 
years experience. Call 
860-508-0893.

FROM ADDITIONS, 
DECKS, ROOFS & 
DOORS : to finished 
basements, siding, & 
floors. Licensed/insured. 
Give us a call for free 
estimate. Starr Build
ers, LLC. See us on 
Facebook. B.B.B. 860-
267-1496.

G E N E R A L  H O M E 
REPAIRS: Handyman, 
painting, rotted wood, 
framing alterations and 
structural repairs.  Fully 
licensed/insured. Call/
Text Ben Egri 860-712-
6257.

G E N E R A L 
RENOVATIONS: Over 
21 years of experience. 
Free estimate on all your 
interior & exterior needs. 
Kitchens, bathrooms, 
basements, sunrooms 
&  m o r e .  F l o o r i n g 
(hardwood, tile, lam
inate, & vinyl). Power 
washing,  inter ior  & 
exterior painting. Elec
tric & plumbing. Fully 
licensed & Insured. WE 
REPAIR OR REPLACE! 
Call or text Jose 470-
963-1357.

G U T T E R  & R O O F 
CLEANING: Clogged 
gutters? Roof moss, 
s t a i n s ?   L O C A L . 
RELIABLE. Insured, 
#HIC.06517074. Free 
est imates. Text /Cal l 
Marc anytime, 860-498-
2524.

H A R D W O O D 
F L O O R I N G : 
Installation, repairs, 
s a n d i n g ,  s t a i n i n g , 
dustless refinishing. 
Carpet and vinyl, LVT 
and ceramic, all flooring. 
Finish carpentry and 
decks. HIC#0624266. 
Ful ly  insured.  Free 
estimates. BROTHERS 
HOME IMPROVEMENT 
&  F L O O R I N G , 
LLC. Locally owned/ 
o p e r a t e d  i n f o @
brothershomeimprove
m e n t c t . c o m ,  w w w.
BrothersHomeImprove
mentCT.com 860-432-
5716, 860-882-7672.

J  &  S  PA I N T I N G 
&  H O M E 
IMPROVEMENT: In
terior/exterior painting, 
window/door install
ation, vinyl siding in
stallation and roof in
stallation. Pool patio & 
deck patio. Stucco, fin
ish basement, ceramic 
tiles, bathroom, remod
eling. Building mainten
ance, fence installation. 
House and offi ce clean
ing. Call John, 860-796-
0006.

PRINCE OF GUTTER 
C L E A N I N G :  Hand 
cleaned out then rinsed. 
Starting at $125. In
sured. Josh Langdon 
860-922-4621.

SERVICES
Columbia Sealcoat Co.
CommerCial/residential
Protect & Renew
Your Pavement

Crack & Patch Repair
Free estimates

860-228-7171 liC/ins
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24Walls – $159
18' x 16' avg. room

860-416-8354
john_lacy@icloud.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
Quality Craftsmanship

40 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

Insured
Free Estimates

JOHN LACY PAINTING

Visit www.glcitizen.com
and click “Classifieds”

Fill out the fields and submit 
payment via PayPal.

Place Your Classified Ad Online!

7-3-2025
Providing safe clean water 

since 1967

24/7 Emergency Services
Installation & Repair 
Well Pumps
Pressure Tanks 
Pressure Issues
Water Testing 
Water Softeners
Neutralizers, Iron & Sulfur Filters
Ultra Violet Treatment for Bacteria
Reverse Osmosis Systems 
Drinking Water Systems
Arsenic/Uranium/Radon/
   PFAS Mitigation
Well Extensions & Well Work
Well Inspections 
   Chlorination & Yield Tests

Phone: 860-267-0110
www.h2oequipment.com

License #J1-279759
License # W5-0000085
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Premier Painting CT 
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

PAINTING 
Deck & Fence Staining 

Carpentry / Power Washing 

CALL / TEXT
860-944-5614

www.premierpaintingct.com
premierpaintingct@gmail.com

Licensed & Insured HIC# 0670230

Experienced, 
Professional, 

Exceptional Service 

Free
Estimates ates 
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 Decks  Windows & Doors
 Interior & Exterior Carpentry
 Finished Basements
 Structural Repair & Remodels

Over 20
Years 

Experience

Marc Viccaro
HOME IMPROVEMENT

860-604-3411 Marc Viccaro R
E4
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HIC # 0650133 • CT Licensed & Insured

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE, CALL
(860) 537-0819

Visit us at www.abestgutters.com
Fully Insured • CT Lic# 0646855

Seamless Gutter Installation
White or Custom Colors

ALU-REX Gutter Protection
(20% Savings)

 Fascia Replacement
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HOME IMPROVEMENT
Michelangelo’s Home Painting
Making Your Home A Masterpiece
Fully Insured – Free Estimates – Interior/Exterior

Gregory Ottone
CT License #HIC.0624453

860.682.5479
michelangeloshomepainting@gmail.com R
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CIT9-16-21
www.myallwoodflooring.com

All-Wood Flooring, LLCtm

Complete Remodeling Services
Connecticut’s One Stop Shop That Does It All

– All Floors, tile, etc.   – Ceilings   – Sheetrock   
– Painting   – Bathrooms   – Basements   – Doors   

– Windows   – Kitchens   – Stairs

Specializing in Serving You and Your Budget

860-498-1060 Ct HIC. 567284
Insured

Private Master Carpenters

Specializing in Hardwood Flooring, Installation & Refinishing

Roofing | Siding | Gutters | Windows

C
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860-381-9336
christopherimprovement.com

FREE 
Estimate

Financing 
Available

or FREE Gutters with 
Full Roof or Siding 

Replacement
$1000 OFF

with this ad

Residential & Commercial – Licensed & Insured 
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Your calls returned within 24 hours– always!

Ed Loveland 860-267-6522 (H)
860-680-1832 (C)
edl7@sbcglobal.net

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL •  FULLY INSURED  

Remodeling
Additions
Roofing 
Light concrete work
Excavation
Odd jobs

License #609553 R
E3
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860-680-1832 (C)
EDL7@comcast.net

Roofing
Siding & Windows
Small Jobs
Green Remodeling
Kitchens & Baths
Hardi Board Installer
Decks

— No Job Too Small —

Powerwashing, Light Carpentry, 
Laminate Flooring

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
MAKING HOMES BEAUTIFUL!

Swanson
Michael Swanson, owner

CALL: 219-575-0370 R
E1

2-
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PAINTING
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Our loyal tradesmen have rejuvenated 1000’s of 
Connecticut homes. LET YOUR HOME BE NEXT!

56th ANNIVERSARY
Family Operated

Painting & Carpentry
Interior & Exterior Painting

Since 1969

Home/Church/Historic 
Restoration – Int & Ext
Since 1973 Over 2300 
Aluminum Sided 
Homes Repainted 
Carpentry Services
Water Damage

Preparation Specialist –
Menu Format Proposals
Textured Ceilings/Removal 
of Popcorn & Paper/
Drywall & Crack Repair
Hardwood Floor Finishing
Powerwashing

CHARTER
PAINTING &
RESTORATION

Call Christian Charter
860-646-7668

www.charterpainting.com
chinchart4u@hotmail.com Insured #HIC.0619547

“WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL”
Estimates given in an A-LA-CARTE Fashion

FOR SALE

TAG SALES

CLEANING SERVICES
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Christine’s 
Cleaning

CommerCial/residential
Building Maintenance 

Services. Economical Rates 
& Prof. Skills. New Customer 

Discount Available.
860-798-7961

CALL 860.633.1400 FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
 GAF Master Elite Certified • Platinum ProVia Dealer 

Glastonbury-Based •  Family-Owned • Industry Leading Warranties  A family tradition since 1955.

HIC 0616625

R O O F I N G  |  S I D I N G  |  W I N D O W S  |  D O O R S  |  D E C K S  |  C A R P E N T R Y

CIT2-22-24

Fall is the Time to  
Get Ready for the Cold!

Call Today for 
Fall Specials

860-657-4554

HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING • SHEET METAL FABRICATION
Over 25 Years Experience  •  24 Hour Emergency Service

Fully Licensed & Insured  •  Commercial/Residential

17 Nutmeg Lane • Glastonbury
www.emonds.comLic.#392776
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Fall is the Time to  
Get Ready for the Cold!

Call Today for 
Fall Specials

860-657-4554

HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING • SHEET METAL FABRICATION
Over 25 Years Experience  •  24 Hour Emergency Service

Fully Licensed & Insured  •  Commercial/Residential

17 Nutmeg Lane • Glastonbury
www.emonds.comLic.#392776

Fall is the Time to  
Get Ready for the Cold!

Call Today for 
Fall Specials

860-657-4554

HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING • SHEET METAL FABRICATION
Over 25 Years Experience  •  24 Hour Emergency Service

Fully Licensed & Insured  •  Commercial/Residential

17 Nutmeg Lane • Glastonbury
www.emonds.comLic.#392776

Celebrating

over 31 Years
of Quality Service!

Fall is the Time to  
Get Ready for the Cold!

Call Today for 
Fall Specials

860-657-4554

HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING • SHEET METAL FABRICATION
Over 25 Years Experience  •  24 Hour Emergency Service

Fully Licensed & Insured  •  Commercial/Residential

17 Nutmeg Lane • Glastonbury
www.emonds.comLic.#392776

HEATING • AIR CONDITIONING • SHEET METAL FABRICATION
Over 30 Years Experience • 24 Hour Emergency Service

Fully Licensed & Insured • Commercial/Residential

E A S T  H A M P T O N 
HUGE TAG SALE: 174 
Young Street, Saturday, 
9/12, 8am-2pm. Sports 
cards, LEGOs, house
hold, records, CDs, 
DVDs, toys, books, 
beanies, shopvac, and 
much more!!

GIANT TAG SALE, 
SATURDAY 9/12: 8am-
2pm, 216 S. Bedlam Rd, 
Mansfield Center. Sports 
memorabilia, tools, vin
tage collectibles, kids’ 
items, kitchen toys. A tag 
sale not to miss!!

E N D  R O L L S  O F 
NEWSPRINT: Great for 
art projects , wrapping 
and packing, table cov
erings for public dinners, 
etc. THE GLASTON
BURY CITIZEN . 87 
Nutmeg Lane (off Oak 
Street) 860-633-4691.

F I R E W O O D 
SEASONED/SPLIT : 
hard wood. Full cord 
$300. Half cord $200. 
Delivery included to 
local area. Quick deliv
ery. Call 860-633-5766.

HIGH-END SOFA & 
MATCHING CHAIR: 
Mint Condition! Vintage 
Pennsylvania House  
Young Traditions 7ft 
wedgewood blue sofa 
with matching Queen 
Anne high-back chair.  
$350.  860-633-5888.

ITEMS FOR SALE: 
Smal l  Cons t ruct ion 
Company closing. Sta
ging ladders, concrete 
curing blankets, mis
cellaneous equipment. 
Senior-safe step-in tub. 
Call for list 860-685-
1487.

M O V I N G  S A L E  & 
MUCH MORE: Cus
tom-made Italian three-
piece couch set plus 
two end tables and one 
large table. Six pieces 
total, $4,500 (originally 
$16,000). Six foot rose 
medallion vase, $1,200 
(originally $3,000). Silky 
Persian Rug 13ft by 20ft, 
huge size, almost new 
in beautiful pink tones. 
Used twice, $5,000 (ori
ginally $20,000) Call 
Lisa 860-966-3655.

HEBRON FARMERS 
M A R K E T  &  TA G 
SALE: SEPTEMBER 
1 2 T H  9 A M - 2 P M , 
FIRESIDE SUPPLY 
33B EAST STREET, 
HEBRON. RESERVE 
YOUR SPOT 860-228-
1383 OR NICOLE@
FIRESIDESUPPLY.
N E T.  I N C L U D E S 
S A L E S  O N 
NORMAL IN-STORE 
MERCHANDISE.

LARGE TAG SALE: 
9/12, 9am-1pm, 101 
Two Stone Dr, Weth
ersf ield.  Household 
goods, kitchen table 6 
chairs, yard & holiday, 
tiller, hand blowers & 
much more.

MULTI FAMILY TAG 
SALE: Saturday 9/12, 
8am-2pm. 350 Middle 
Had dam Rd ,  Por t
land. Ant iques, fur
niture, housewares and 
MORE!!

Tag Sale: SAT. SEPT 
12TH & SUN. SEPT 
13TH, 8:30-4:00. AN
TIQUES, NAUTICAL, 
HOUSEHOLD ITEMS, 
CHRISTMAS DECOR
ATIONS AND MUCH 
M O R E .  5  C E D A R 
DRIVE CROMWELL, 
CT.

TAG SALE: 9/12/26, 
14 Diane Dr. Cromwell, 
8:30am-3pm. Exercise 
equip, furniture, toys, 
vintage, jewellery, cloth
ing, household, bikes, 
rod iron patio, hand bags 
and shoes, etc.

TAG SALE: Sat Sept 
12th & Sun Sept 13th 
at 58 Bigelow Rd, Col
chester. Household and 
garden items, tools, art 
supplies, home decor, 
kids toys.

TAG SALE: Sept 12th 
& 13th 8am-4pm. 9 Eli 
Chapman Rd, Moodus. 
Power tools, table saw, 
band saw, etc. Fishing 
items, kitchen items, 
clothes, Harley, land
scape trailer and more.

HOUSE CLEANING: 
Need some help to get 
your home clean? I’d 
be happy to help. I have 
10+ years of experience, 
I offer reliable service. 
reasonable rates and I 
do an amazing job. Re
ferences upon request. 
Please call or text for 
free estimates. ARIANE’ 
S CLEANING, 860-331-
5309.

EXTERIOR/INTERIOR Painting
• Specializing in Wood, Aluminum & Vinyl Siding
• Staining, Powerwashing
• Carpentry, Replacement Windows & Home Improvements
• Free Estimates, Insured

FOUR SEASONS PAINTERS LLC

Kevin Greer 860-646-7760 Lic. # 574298
www.FOURSEASONSPAINTERS.net C
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Visit www.glcitizen.com
and click “Classifieds”

Fill out the fields and submit 
payment via PayPal.

Place Your Classified Ad Online!

7-3-2025
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• Sealcoating
• Asphalt Repair
• Crack Sealing

We are your premier destination for all your asphalt needs. With 
years of expertise and a commitment to excellence. Whether 
you’re a homeowner, business owner or property manager, we 
offer a comprehensive range of services to ensure the durability, 
safety, and aesthetics of your asphalt surfaces. 

We are locally owned and operated. Licensed and fully insured.

SERVICES:

Phone: (860) 328-4614
Email: anselmosealcoating@gmail.com

Manchester, CT

BOOK NOW!
FALL SPECIAL
10% OFF
Free consultation 
and estimate.

CONTACT US:

WINTER IS COMING!
Extend the life of 
your driveway!

STARKEY 
HOME REMODELING, llc

UNLOCK YOUR HOMES POTENTIAL
Locally owned. Li censed/In sured. Lic. #0632872

Call Today for a Free Es tim ate on all your In terior and Ex ter ior needs.

• Roof ng, Gut ters
• Decks, Sheds, Porches
• Win dows/Doors 
• Land scape Ser vices, Patios 
• Additions, Fram ing
• Sid ing 
• Kit chens, Baths
• Base ments
• Floor ing  (tile, hard wood, lam in ate & vinyl)

• Pain ting, S taining 
• In su la tion, Trim, etc. 

James 
860-573-3597


